
Friday 13 June 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Cameron Buchanan (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it has taken to improve the collection of data to assess demand for housing, 
in light of the 2013 Audit Scotland report, Housing in Scotland. 

 (S4W-21600) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has recently published revised guidance on Housing 
Need and Demand Assessments to assist local authorities in the task and to provide more consistent 
estimates for all tenures, within a consistent methodological framework.  

The Scottish Government will also shortly be commissioning work to examine housing waiting lists 
that is intended to provide an insight into the characteristics of people on the list. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government for what reason only one scenario for oil revenues in 2016-17 is used in the table on 

page 3 of Outlook for Scotland's Public Finances and the Opportunities of Independence. 

(S4W-21558) 

This question was answered on 12 June 2014 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s Outlook for Public Finances and the Opportunities for 

Independence report uses Scenario 4 from the Oil and Gas Analytical Bulletin to produce the headline 

fiscal forecasts. 

Scenario 4 projections use the latest industry assumptions about investment costs and production 

and assume that oil prices fall by 10% in real terms in the coming years. 

Sensitivity analysis of the fiscal position, based on the other scenarios of North Sea oil and gas 

receipts, is provided in Box 3.4 on page 25 of the report. 
 

Learning and Justice 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it has provided toward the (a) set up and (b) running costs of Braeside Primary School following 
the closure of Hamilton School, and what discussions it has had with Aberdeen City Council regarding 
this assistance. 

 (S4W-21589) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government and Education Scotland worked very closely with 
Aberdeen City Council following the closure of Hamilton School in providing support and advice in the 
interests of the pupils and parents. 

The responsibility for the provision of education rests with individual local authorities. Aberdeen City 
Council in discharging its duties arranged for Braeside Primary School to be available to pupils who 
had attended Hamilton School. 

 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with Aberdeen City Council regarding the impact of the closure of Hamilton 
School. 

 (S4W-21590) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has been in regular contact with Aberdeen City Council 
following the closure of Hamilton School. The council are confident that there are sufficient primary 
school places in the city to accommodate the former pupils from Hamilton School. 



 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it took to ensure that suitable provision was made for the pupils of Hamilton School in Aberdeen 
following the school’s closure. 

 (S4W-21591) 

Michael Russell: The responsibility for the provision of education rests with individual local 
authorities. Aberdeen City Council in discharging its duties arranged for Braeside Primary School to be 
available for pupils who attended Hamilton School. 

The Scottish Government worked closely with Education Scotland and Aberdeen City Council to 
ensure as smooth a transition as possible for pupils who were affected by the closure of Hamilton 
School on 21 February 2014. Immediate action was taken to provide onsite advice to parents, a 
dedicated helpline was put in place and a letter was issued to all parents from the Registrar of 
Independent Schools explaining the reasons for the closure. Aberdeen City Council provided detailed 
information in respect of applying for places at the authority’s schools. Support on site at Braeside 
Primary School and through the offer of meetings continued to be provided to parents in the weeks 
that followed the closure. 

 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it would support the Queen Victoria School in Dunblane, which looks after the children of armed 
forces personnel, if there was a Yes vote in the independence referendum. 

 (S4W-21593) 

Michael Russell: Queen Victoria School is registered with Scottish Ministers as an independent 
school and there are no plans to change the status of such schools in the event of independence. 

The Scottish Government recognises the importance of stability in the education of the children of 
service personnel. In the event of independence it would therefore enter into responsible discussion 
with the government of the rest of the UK, which would also have a strong interest in maintaining 
continuity of education for children of its service personnel at the school. Discussions would include 
the availability of places at the Queen Victoria School to children of service personnel from the rest of 
the UK and from the Commonwealth. 

It may also be helpful to say that in Scotland’s Future Scottish Ministers have confirmed that terms 
and conditions of service personnel will remain harmonised with those of the UK through a transitional 
period. That would include the Continuity of Education Allowance, where eligibility criteria are met. 

 

 John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to eradicate racial abuse in schools. 

 (S4W-21667) 

Alasdair Allan: All children and young people should be able to learn in schools free from 
discrimination to enable them to make the most of their learning. We want every child and young 
person in Scotland to grow up free from bullying and we want them to develop mutually respectful, 
responsible and confident relationships with other children, young people and adults. 

Curriculum for Excellence aims to provide the right environment to enable young people to develop 
as informed and responsible global citizens with a knowledge of Scotland and its place in the world 
and an understanding of different beliefs and cultures. Racism can be addressed across the 
curriculum for example in expressive arts, health and wellbeing, literacy and English, religious and 
moral education and social studies. 

Citizenship education is embedded throughout Curriculum for Excellence. The aim is to develop 
Scotland’s children and young people into responsible global citizens with an understanding of 
Scotland and its place in the world. It addresses the exercising of rights and responsibilities within 
communities at local, national and global levels, encompassing the development of informed decision 
making and the ability to take thoughtful and responsible action, locally and globally. 



We are clear that bullying of any kind is unacceptable, regardless of the motivation, and should be 
tackled quickly. 

The Equality Act 2010 places duties on local authorities to actively deal with inequality, this may 
include, harassment or victimisation of pupils on the basis, or a perceived basis, of their race. 

We continue to support the national anti-bullying service, respectme, which works with schools, 
authorities and communities in preventing and tackling bullying effectively. The service provides 
advice, information and training to those who work directly with children and young people to support 
improvement in preventing and tackling bullying of any kind. The service works to raise awareness of 
all types of bullying, including a section on its website covering prejudice bulling. 

Education Scotland is the Scottish Government’s executive agency responsible for the national 
development and improvement of education. It is charged with providing support and challenge to the 
education system, from early years to adult learning. Education Scotland has a number of useful 
resources available on their website to practitioners on tackling the issue of racism in schools in 
Scotland. 
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