
Monday 24 March 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
there is no mention of Scottish Water in the white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-20079) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Policy in relation to the operation of the water industry in Scotland, including 
Scottish Water, is already a devolved matter. The governance arrangements for Scottish Water are 
therefore not directly affected by the result of the referendum. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how a digital 
bill of rights would impact on devolved areas of responsibility and what its position is on this matter. 

 (S4W-20122) 

John Swinney: A digital bill of rights is not being considered actively at the present time. Under the 
Scotland Act 1998, however, there is a specific duty on Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Parliament 
to act in accordance with the rights set out in the European Convention of Human Rights, including the 
right under article 8 to respect for private and family life, which applies to the internet as elsewhere. 

A world class digital Scotland requires people to be confident and comfortable in the use of the 
internet. In this regard, the Scottish Government notes the recent call by Sir Tim Berners-Lee for a 
digital bill of rights and will continue to monitor the development of thinking about such a bill. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, if Scotland became an independent country and did not enter into a formal currency 
union with the rest of the UK, what its plan F currency option would be. 

 (S4W-20222) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19732 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, if Scotland became an independent country and did not enter into a formal currency 
union with the rest of the UK, what its plan B currency option would be. 

 (S4W-20220) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19732 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, if Scotland became an independent country and did not enter into a formal currency 
union with the rest of the UK, what its plan C currency option would be. 

 (S4W-20221) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19732 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, if Scotland became an independent country and did not enter into a formal currency 
union with the rest of the UK, what its plan D currency option would be. 

 (S4W-20222) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19732 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, if Scotland became an independent country and did not enter into a formal currency 
union with the rest of the UK, what its plan E currency option would be. 

 (S4W-20223) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19732 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Governance and Communities 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
privacy impact assessments it has published since it adopted the identity management and privacy 
principles, and what the titles, subjects and publication dates were. 

 (S4W-20120) 

John Swinney: Five privacy impact assessments have been published on the Scottish Government 
website since the identity management and privacy principles were published in December 2010. The 
details are: 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 
Subject: Rights and provision of services and support for children and families 
Published: 19 November 2013 
Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill 
Subject: Fish farming and shellfish farming 
Published: November 13 2012 
Scottish Care Homes Census 
Subject: Proposed inclusion of resident identifiable data to the Scottish Care Home Census 
Published: 31 August 2012 
Social Care, Housing Support & Health Data Bill 
Subject: Linking social care, housing support & health data for statistics  
Published: 05 April 2012 
Maternity Care Experience Survey data 
Subject: Sharing of maternity care experience survey data with the Nursing, Midwifery and Allied 
Health Professionals Research Unit 
Published: 14 February 2014 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
changes have been made to policy or legislation as a result of carrying out a privacy impact 
assessment. 

 (S4W-20121) 

John Swinney: Privacy impact assessments are used in the Scottish Government to identify and 
manage privacy risks of new projects and policies, often as part of the normal project and risk 
management process. No formal record is automatically kept linking changes to policy or legislation 
back to a specific privacy impact assessment.  
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Health and Social Care 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has issued on the assessment and management of the psychological consequences 
for patients who have been treated in intensive care units. 

 (S4W-20145) 

Michael Matheson: No national guidance has been issued in Scotland on the assessment and 
management of the psychological consequences for patients who have been treated in intensive care 
units. However, the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence clinical guideline 83 deals with 
rehabilitation after critical illness and does offer recommendations for assessment and screening. 

In addition the University of Edinburgh and NHS Tayside have carried out research engaging with 
patients and families to improve the critical illness journey protocol. This work recognises that patients 
recovering from critical illness can experience a range of psychosocial consequences. Based on the 
emerging research evidence, the University of Edinburgh in association with NHS Lothian are 
producing an evidence-based patient and family focused website which will provide information, 
support and online access to healthcare professionals during the recovery process. They will also pilot 
a counselling service. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of the prevalence of haemorrhagic stroke by NHS board. 

 (S4W-20177) 

Michael Matheson: Information on the prevalence of haemorrhagic stroke is not currently available 
centrally. 

Information on the estimated prevalence of all types of stroke and transient ischaemic attack is 
published on Information Services Division’s website under the general practice topic area: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/Publications/2013-09-
24/QOF_Scot_201213_Boards_all_prevalence.xls. 

 

Learning and Justice 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) primary and (b) secondary pupils were or have been excluded for being in possession 
of (i) a weapon, (ii) alcohol and (iii) illegal drugs at school in (A) 2012-13 and (B) 2013-14. 

 (S4W-20081) 

Alasdair Allan: Although information on pupils excluded from school is collected by the Scottish 
Government, specific information on pupils excluded for possession of weapons, alcohol or illegal 
drugs at school is not collected. Information on exclusions, by the reasons for exclusion we collect, is 
published in table 17 of a supplementary dataset to the Summary Statistics for Schools in Scotland, 
No 4: 2013 Edition publication. A link to this dataset, which on the Scottish Government website is as 
follows: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-
Education/exclusiondatasets/exclusionsdataset2013 
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