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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people were detained in respect of domestic violence incidents in each of the last three years and, of 
these, how many (a) were released without charge, (b) had their case marked as “no proceedings” by 
the procurator fiscal, (c) were acquitted after trial and (d) were convicted.  

 (S4W-19743) 

Lesley Thomson: (a) Information on the number of people detained in respect of domestic violence 
incidents is not held by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS). 

(b) (c) & (d) The available information is contained in the following table: 

People reported to COPFS for a charge with a domestic abuse 
aggravation 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

No action 3601 4024 4022 

Acquitted after trial 734 826 873 

Convicted 8564 8872 9292 

Notes: 
1. The figures relate to people reported to COPFS for charges with an aggravation of domestic abuse 
which includes both violent and not violent offences. 
2. The no action figures relate to people reported to COPFS in the appropriate financial year for 
charges that were initially marked no action.  
3. In the majority of cases where no action was taken it was because there was insufficient admissible 
evidence in law to raise criminal proceedings. 
4. Figures for acquitted after trial and convictions come from the Scottish Government Criminal 
Proceedings Database. 
5. Acquitted after trial includes found not guilty and found not proven after trial. 
6. The acquittal and conviction figures relate to the financial year in which the trial concluded. 

 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it is planning to establish a national equine database for Scotland. 

 (S4W-19547) 

Richard Lochhead: The Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health (SCoFCAH) of 
the European Commission is due to vote in March 2014 on the draft regulation for the identification of 
equidae, which stipulates that each member state must operate a central database of registered 
equines. Meanwhile discussions are ongoing with stakeholders regarding the prospect of a national 
equine database for Scotland. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
monitoring it conducts of the requirement for equine passport issuing organisations to maintain a 
searchable, computerised database. 

 (S4W-19548) 

Richard Lochhead: Whilst there is currently no formal monitoring of equine passport issuing 
organisations with regard to the maintenance of a searchable, computerised database the Scottish 
Government works closely with Scottish passport issuing organisations, and understands that five out 
of six operate databases.  

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-19256 by Fergus Ewing on 3 February 2014, what 



correspondence it sent to (a) the Financial Conduct Authority and (b) HM Treasury and what 
response it received. 

 (S4W-19657) 

Fergus Ewing: The member can obtain access to copies of the correspondence sent to the 
Financial Conduct Authority and HM Treasury and the response received from the Scottish 
Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) using BIB number 55686. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s comments of 13 February 2014 on sterling and any currency union, 
if Scotland decided to separate from the rest of the UK and a Scottish bank failed, who would be 
responsible for bailing it out. 

 (S4W-19730) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group considered in detail proposals for monetary 
and financial stability in their first report on a macroeconomic framework, published in February 2013. 
Chapters 7 and 8 set out options, followed by their detailed recommendations for a formal monetary 
union in chapter 9 which are consistent with wider international reforms that aim to ensure that 
taxpayers are never again forced to bailout private sector financial institutions. 

A summary of the Scottish Government’s proposals on currency, fiscal rules and financial regulation 
can be found on pages 109 to 117 of Scotland’s Future published on 26 November 2013. In addition, 
the response to question 38 (on page 389) covers bank bail-outs. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s comments of 13 February 2014 on sterling and any currency union, 
if Scotland decided to separate from the rest of the UK and a Scottish bank failed, what level of 
compensation would be available to account holders and who would underwrite this. 

 (S4W-19731) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group considered in detail proposals for monetary 
and financial stability in their first report on a macroeconomic framework published in February 2013. 
Chapters 7 and 8 set out options, followed by their detailed recommendations for a formal monetary 
union in chapter 9. 

A summary of the Scottish Government’s proposals on currency, fiscal rules and financial regulation 
can be found on pages 109 to 117 of Scotland’s Future published on 26 November 2013. 

Page 115 of Scotland’s Future confirms that consistent with every other country in the EU we will 
continue to have compensation schemes in place, providing protection equivalent to that which is 
available in the UK and in line with EU harmonised levels of €100,000 (£85,000) for deposits. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
comments made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury and the 
Shadow Chancellor on 13 February 2014, what currency an independent Scotland would pursue in 
the absence of a formal currency union with the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-19732) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group considered in detail proposals for monetary 
and financial stability in their first report on a macroeconomic framework published in February 2013. 
Chapters 7 and 8 set out options, followed by their detailed recommendations for a formal monetary 
union in chapter 9. 

A summary of the Scottish Government’s proposals on currency, fiscal rules and financial regulation 
can be found on pages 109 to 117 of Scotland’s Future published on 26 November 2013. 

As a formal and well-designed currency union is in the overwhelming interests of both Scotland and 
the UK, the Scottish Government is confident that this will be agreed in the event of a ‘yes’ vote. 

 



James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
comments made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury and the 
Shadow Chancellor on 13 February 2014, how the proposals in its white paper on independence on 
(a) welfare, (b) pensions, (c) tax and (d) a single energy market would be affected in the absence of a 
formal currency union. 

 (S4W-19734) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group considered in detail proposals for monetary 
and financial stability in their first report on a macroeconomic framework published in February 2013. 
Chapters 7 and 8 set out options, followed by their detailed recommendations for a formal monetary 
union in chapter 9. 

A summary of the Scottish Government’s proposals on currency, fiscal rules and financial regulation 
can be found on pages 109 to 117 of Scotland’s Future published on 26 November 2013. 

Details on welfare and pensions are found on pages 134 to 166, tax system on pages 117 to 123, 
and energy on pages 293 to 306. 

As a formal and well-designed currency union is in the overwhelming interests of both Scotland and 
the UK, the Scottish Government is confident that this will be agreed in the event of a ‘yes’ vote. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
comments made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury and the 
Shadow Chancellor on 13 February 2014, how the Scottish financial services sector would be 
affected by Scotland separating from the UK in the absence of a formal currency union. 

 (S4W-19735) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group considered in detail proposals for monetary 
and financial stability in their first report on a macroeconomic framework published in February 2013. 
Chapters 7 and 8 set out options, followed by their detailed recommendations for a formal monetary 
union in chapter 9. 

A summary of the Scottish Government’s proposals on currency, fiscal rules and financial regulation 
can be found on pages 109 to 117 of Scotland’s Future published on 26 November 2013. In addition 
questions 77 to 82 (pages 401-2) discuss financial products and services, whilst questions 91 to 93 
(pages 404-5) discuss financial regulation. 

As a formal and well-designed currency union is in the overwhelming interests of both Scotland and 
the UK, the Scottish Government is confident that this will be agreed in the event of a ‘yes’ vote. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 

what EU state aid issues arise from the delivery of the Crofting Counties Agricultural Grant Scheme, 

particularly in relation to assistance for ditching and draining. 

 

(S4W-19739)

Richard Lochhead: Following the European Commission’s acceptance of EU Regulation No. 

1310/2013, on the transitional provisions on support for rural development, there are no state aids 

issues arising from the delivery of the Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants Scheme in 2014. Earlier 

draft versions of the European Union’s transitional provisions on support for rural development omitted 

some capital works, such as drainage. With the passing of EU Regulation No. 1310/2013 that 

omission no longer applies. 
 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland separated from the UK and there was no currency union, what the transaction costs would 
be for Scottish businesses trading with the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-19820) 



John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group set out a number of viable currency options 
for a country of Scotland’s size and economic strength. Their first report and assesment of the key 
currency options was published on 11 February 2013. They concluded that retaining sterling as part of 
a formal monetary union with rest of the UK would be the best option, both for an independent 
Scotland and for the rest of the UK.  

The Scottish Government accepts their recommendation. A summary of the Scottish Government’s 
proposals on currency, fiscal rules and financial regulation can be found on pages 109 to 117 of 
Scotland’s Future published on 26 November 2013. 

One of the key reasons why a sterling area would be in the overwhelming interests of both Scotland 
and the UK is that it would support trade between the two countries and ensure no transaction or 
exhange rate costs.  

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland separated from the UK and there was no currency union, what the transaction costs would 
be for businesses from the rest of UK trading with Scotland. 

 (S4W-19821) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19820 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Governance and Communities 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-19242 by John Swinney on 28 January 2014, in light of comments made by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury and the Shadow Chancellor on 
13 February 2014, what advice its white paper on independence gives to non-departmental public 
bodies regarding the impact of an independent Scotland on their operations in terms of (a) currency 
and (b) EU membership. 

 (S4W-19733) 

John Swinney: For information about the proposals of the Scottish Government in these areas I 
would refer Mr Kelly to the following relevant sections in the publication ‘Scotland’s Future’ which can 
be found at: http://82.113.138.107/00439021.pdf 

(a) Currency, Chapter 3, particularly pages 109 to 117. A summary of the Scottish Government’s 
proposals on currency, fiscal rules and financial regulation can be found on pages 109 to 117 of 
‘Scotland’s Future’. More detailed proposals are contained in the Fiscal Commission Working Group’s 
first report on a macroeconomic framework published in February 2013. Chapters 7 and 8 set out 
options, followed by detailed recommendations for a formal monetary union in chapter 9. The report 
can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/02/3017/downloads 

(b) EU membership, Chapter 6, particularly pages 216 to 224 
A summary of the Scottish Government’s proposals on EU membership can be found on pages 216 

to 224 of ‘Scotland’s Future’. There is also information about EU membership in the publication 
‘Scotland in the European Union’ which can be found at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439166.pdf  

 

Health and Social Care 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which NHS boards offered three cycles of IVF prior to the introduction of the 
updated criteria on 1 July 2013 and which achieved a waiting time of fewer than 12 months.  

 (S4W-19727) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Ayrshire and Arran, NHS Grampian, NHS Highland, NHS Tayside and the 
three island boards NHS Orkney, NHS Shetland and NHS Western Isles all offered up to three cycles 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://82.113.138.107/00439021.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/02/3017/downloads
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439166.pdf


of IVF prior to the introduction of the updated criteria on 1 July 2013. Of these, the three island boards 
NHS Orkney, NHS Shetland and NHS Western Isles achieved a waiting time of less than 12 months 
prior to the introduction of updated criteria on 1 July 2013. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the NHS’s capacity to deliver three full cycles of 
IVF. 

 (S4W-19728) 

Michael Matheson: An assessment of the NHS’s capacity to deliver three full cycles of IVF will be 
made as part of the 2015 Review as recommended by the National Infertility Group. 

As indicated in the Scottish Parliament on 29 January 2014 during Portfolio Question Time, if 
sufficient robust data is available, the Scottish Government is content for an earlier IVF review to take 
place and for views to be submitted to the Scottish Government by the end of 2014. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will publish the 10 year on follow up to the Sandra Grant Report as per 
commitment 1 in the Mental Health Strategy for Scotland: 2012-2015. 

 (S4W-19860) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has commissioned the Mental Health Foundation 
(MHF) and Voices of Experience to undertake the review. The MHF research team has been 
gathering the information required for the first two stages of the review and is beginning to move to the 
engagement elements of the process which will begin in April 2014. 

The review comprises the following stages: 

1. A mental health service mapping across all 14 regional NHS boards areas and seven special 
NHS boards; 
2. A literature review to describe how the current mental health system builds on evidence informed 
practice and innovations; 
3. A panel inquiry to gather evidence and expert opinion from five selected NHS Board areas about 
the local context to mental health service delivery; 
4. Interviews with national stakeholders with a particular interest and stake in Scotland’s mental 
health. 

 
A report of the findings from the review will be published later in 2014. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made on improving mental health through new technology 
in collaboration with NHS 24. 

 (S4W-19861) 

Michael Matheson: NHS 24 participated on behalf of Scotland, in a joint bid for the European 
Commission ICT PSP seventh call for proposals in 2013. A bid was submitted for the ‘Management of 
Mental Health Disorders Through Advanced technology and Services-Telehealth for the MIND’ project 
(MASTERMIND).  

Mastermind is a project which explores the barriers and facilitators to roll-out computerised Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy. It looks at the sharing of learning and identification of the factors and best 
practice required in different cultural and healthcare structures, to replicate this type of intervention 
more widely in the EU. In this project there are 9 European member states and 14 sites participating. 

Funding has been approved for the project and is being finalised. The total value of the project in 
Scotland is £790,243 of which £395,122 will be funded by the European Commission. 

The project will run for a duration of three years, staring in March 2014. 

 



Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it has done to make training in basic infant mental health more widely 
available to professionals in the children's services workforce. 

 (S4W-19862) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Health Education Scotland is rolling out training in the Solihull Approach. 
Phase 1 which is due to complete in March 2014 will see 60 health visitors being trained and with 12 
train the trainers training being delivered simultaneously. 

Phase 2 of the programme which will take place between April 2014 and March 2015 will see a 
further 24 trainers being trained giving a total of 36 trainers who will be able to deliver training and 
support to an estimated 360 cross sectorial staff working in early years on an annual basis.  

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many children have been admitted to adult psychiatric wards in each of the 
last five years. 

 (S4W-19864) 

Michael Matheson: The number of children admitted to adult psychiatric wards are:  

2008-09 138 

2009-10 147 

2010-11 128 

2011-12 115 

2012-13 148* 

*Please note the figures from the Mental Welfare Commission for 2012-13 are provisional. 

 The latest figures from the Mental Welfare Commission show the number of young people under the 
age of 18 who were admitted to adult mental health beds.  

There are some reasons why it may not always be possible for a young person to be admitted to a 
specialist child and adolescent bed, for example, a crisis admission out of hours where there are 
concerns for the young person’s safety, or where a specialist facility might be a considerable distance 
from family support that could help recovery. 

Most of these admissions are among young people aged 16 or 17 where an adult facility might in 
certain cases be clinically judged to be the more appropriate setting, but we nevertheless expect 
almost all children and young people admitted to adult wards to be discharged quickly or transferred to 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). 

We have introduced a data set to track progress in developing intensive community treatment teams 
and how the adolescent inpatient units are working. We are continuing to work with the CAMHS 
regional tier 4 networks to ensure that tier 4 services for children and young people are operating 
effectively and safely. 

To meet the need of children and adolescents the North of Scotland are building a new 12 bed 
inpatient unit to replace the current 6 bed unit. This will increase the national bed base from 42 to 48 
beds, and improve the quality of the estate. Work has already commenced onsite and it is expected 
that the new unit will be commissioned late 2015. 

The Mental Health Strategy sets out activity that will be delivered during the period 2012-2015. 
Implementation of commitments is planned to take place across this period, with some already 
completed, some underway, and others being delivered later in the strategy’s timescale. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress has been made in the use of Steps for Stress as an early 
intervention approach to address common mental health problems. 

 (S4W-19865) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Health Scotland have been distributing the Steps for Stress resource and 
keeping the website up to date. The Scottish Government, with NHS Health Scotland, have identified 



challenges in tracking where Steps for Stress resources are going to and how effective they are in 
being an early intervention for people with common mental health problems. 

NHS Health Scotland has set up a short term working group with representatives from NHS, local 
authority and voluntary sector. This group is currently looking at issues relating to the distribution, use, 
effectiveness and measurement of staff confidence in using Steps for Stress. The working group will 
plan and seek to test out methodologies for future data collection, collation and analysis. 

As a first test of data collection, NHS Grampian has agreed to audit Steps for Stress usage via their 
resources service and to complete a survey, which will gauge how the resource is being presented to 
patients, what level of confidence staff have in using the resource, awareness of the resource, and 
where else it could be made available. This data is likely to available during March 2014. 

The Mental Health Strategy sets out activity that will be delivered during the period 2012-15. 
Implementation of commitments is planned to take place across this period, with some already 
completed, some underway, and others being delivered later in the strategy’s timescale. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to more effectively link the work on alcohol consumption, 
depression and other common mental health problems to improve identification and treatment. 

 (S4W-19866) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is aware that people may use alcohol as a means of 
coping when they are in distress or depressed. Discussions have been held with specialist services, 
Royal College of General Practitioners and primary care partners. These discussions have highlighted 
the need to develop robust methods of collecting and reporting data which can demonstrate that 
people are being asked about both alcohol and common mental health problems, and that they are 
being responded to appropriately.  

Different methods of collecting this data are being developed and piloted by partners This 
workstream runs alongside the current alcohol brief interventions Standard work:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications-  
(2013-06-25/2013-06-25-ABI-Report.pdf) for problem drinking. 

The outputs from this stream of work will be linked to the Scottish Government 2013-2016 Suicide 
Prevention Strategy which identifies distress, depression and alcohol use as contributing factors to the 
complex picture of suicide in Scotland.  

NHS Education Scotland (NES) are providing and evaluating e-learning modules to staff working in 
both primary care and mental health services to improve treatment options  

The Implementation and Monitoring Group will review these projects and provide strategic direction 
and support.  

The Mental Health Strategy sets out activity that will be delivered during the period 2012-15. 
Implementation of commitments is planned to take place across this period, with some already 
completed, some underway, and others being delivered later in the strategy’s timescale. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made on delivering the Scottish Patient Safety Programme 
in Mental Health. 

 (S4W-19867) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Patient Safety Programme-Mental Health (SPSP-MH) has seen a 
successful Phase 1 with broad engagement and some excellent pieces of work which show 
considerable promise in making mental health services in Scotland safer for patients.  Phase 2 of 
SPSP-MH is now underway and all NHS boards with inpatient units are involved and it is anticipated 
that over 60% of eligible wards will be participating by September 2014. NHS Orkney and NHS 
Shetland are also actively engaged. Examples of work to date have included routine debrief for 
patients, staff and those who witness restraint, management and monitoring of as required 
psychotropic medication, reducing time it takes to complete risk assessments on admission and the 
inclusion of safety briefs. During Phase 2 of the programme, all boards are being asked to use the 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Drugs-and-Alcohol-Misuse/Publications-


patient safety climate tool to ask patients what they feel about the safety of the wards they are in. This 
partnership initiative involves service users and carers, NHS boards and the voluntary sector. This 
survey will help individual wards, units and NHS boards to find out what needs to be changed and 
what is working well, with anticipated shared learning across the country. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made on enabling early intervention services to respond to 
first episode psychosis. 

 (S4W-19868) 

Michael Matheson: Initial work to support implementation of this commitment will be exploring with 
NHS boards how they are responding to the needs of people experiencing a first episode of 
psychosis. We have had initial discussions with the Royal College of Psychiatrists Medical Managers 
Group, and we will be discussing this with each NHS board during the next round of mental health 
implementation review visits. 

The Mental Health Strategy sets out activity that will be delivered during the period 2012-15. 
Implementation of commitments is planned to take place across this period, with some already 
completed, some underway, and others being delivered later in the strategy’s timescale. 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made on developing (a) mental health benchmarking 
information and (b) indicators of quality in community services. 

 (S4W-19869) 

Michael Matheson: The first release of the adult mental health benchmarking toolkit and dashboard 
is available on the Information Services Division website and can be found at:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/National-Benchmarking-Project/Mental-
Health-Dashboard.asp 

We continue to develop the toolkit and as data improves we will add further indicators thus providing 
a tool to aid improvement of mental health services in Scotland by using a range of comparative 
information to compare key aspects of performance, identify gaps, identify opportunities for 
improvement and for monitoring progress. 

The CAMHS benchmarking toolkit and dashboard is published by Information Services Division on a 
quarterly basis and can be found at:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/National-Benchmarking-Project/child-and-
adolescent-mental-health/ 

As data quality improves we will further develop the toolkit to include further indicators. The data will 
act as a mechanism for ensuring enhanced quality, accountability and transparency. We are also in 
the process of developing a dementia benchmarking toolkit and dashboard with a view to publishing in 
late 2014.  

The Mental Health Strategy sets out activity that will be delivered during the period 2012-15. 
Implementation of commitments is planned to take place across this period, with some already 
completed, some underway, and others being delivered later in the strategy’s timescale. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it has done to develop a national standard for monitoring the physical 
health of people being treated with clozapine. 

 (S4W-19870) 

Michael Matheson: The national standard for monitoring the physical health of people treated with 
clozapine was published on 12 July 2013. The standards and covering letter from the Chief Medical 
Officer are available at: http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2013)12.pdf The document defines 
minimum standards for physical health monitoring, in addition to manufacturer’s protocols, that should 
be applied to patients taking clozapine in Scotland. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/National-Benchmarking-Project/Mental-Health-Dashboard.asp
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/National-Benchmarking-Project/Mental-Health-Dashboard.asp
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/National-Benchmarking-Project/child-and-adolescent-mental-health/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/National-Benchmarking-Project/child-and-adolescent-mental-health/
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2013)12.pdf


The Mental Health Strategy sets out activity that will be delivered during the period 2012-15. 
Implementation of commitments is planned to take place across this period, with some already 
completed, some underway, and others being delivered later in the strategy’s timescale. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to improve specialist mental health services for people with a 
range of neurodevelopmental disorders. 

 (S4W-19872) 

Michael Matheson: Initial developments led by a consultant psychiatrist from NHS Lothian, is 
underway and includes: 

Developing advice on mainstreaming models of treatment of ADHD within general adult mental 
health services; 
Drawing on professional and academic networks to identify opportunities to educate and inform 
wider workforce of service needs of people with developmental disorders, including ADHD; 
Developing advice on current best practice for prescribing for people with ADHD; 
Aligning this work with Autism Strategy to improve diagnosis, intervention and support to people with 
ASD in mainstream mental health services; 
Developing advice on training requirements for NHS staff to achieve the above and contribute to 
development and delivery of training via contacts with NES; 
Exploring links with Criminal Justice to improve support for people with developmental disorders 
such as ADHD presenting in crisis and who go on to offend; 
Developing collaboration with the voluntary sector to assist in development of peer support for 
people with developmental disorders presenting in adult mental health services.  
 
The Mental Health Strategy sets out activity that will be delivered during the period 2012-15. 
Implementation of commitments is planned to take place across this period, with some already 
completed, some underway, and others being delivered later in the strategy’s timescale. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which datasets it would consult in the case of an early review of IVF access 
criteria. 

 (S4W-19878) 

Michael Matheson: As indicated in the Scottish Parliament on 29 January 2014 during Portfolio 
Question Time, if sufficient robust data is available, the Scottish Government is content for an earlier 
IVF review to take place and for views to be submitted to the Scottish Government by the end of 2014. 
Datasets which will be used for this process are currently under consideration. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of current waiting times for tertiary infertility 
treatment in each NHS board. 

 (S4W-19879) 

Michael Matheson: A full assessment of waiting times by NHS board for tertiary infertility treatment 
is contained within the National Infertility Group’s report which can be accessed at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/05/1501. 

As set out in the National Infertility Group’s report, each of the 14 territorial NHS boards in Scotland 
commissions cycles of IVF/ICSI from one of four specialist tertiary referral centres in Aberdeen, 
Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

 

Learning and Justice 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
audit process it has to verify the robustness of crime statistics. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/05/1501


Holding answer issued: 24 February 2014 (S4W-19405) 

Kenny MacAskill: Within the Scottish Government, Justice Analytical Services (JAS) is responsible 
for the collection, quality assurance and publication of Police Recorded Crime statistics. A wide range 
of mechanisms are employed to ensure the robustness of police crime data.  

Data is collected on a cumulative quarterly basis from the police and a number of detailed quality 
assurance checks are carried out by JAS. This includes the checking of data across the cumulative 
quarters to ensure data consistency as the year progresses; checking data across legacy police force 
areas to ensure consistency and confirming local differences; and comparing figures year on year, 
investigating where significant differences appear. All issues are referred back to the appropriate 
points of contact within the police to ensure that anomalies are addressed and that the final resulting 
data is an accurate reflection of police activity within each financial year period. 

In April 2004, the Scottish Crime Recording Standard (SCRS) was introduced throughout Scotland. 
The Standard was produced by the Scottish Crime Registrar’s Group and agreed by the Association of 
Chief Police Officers in Scotland, following research that identified the need to develop a more victim 
orientated approach to crime recording.  

JAS is a member of the Scottish Crime Registrars’ Group. This group was established to support 
consistency in implementing the Scottish Crime Recording Standard (SCRS) and associated counting 
rules. The group discusses matters arising from the application of the SCRS and is also responsible 
for maintaining and updating the counting rules. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary for Scotland also conducts national reviews of incident 
and crime recording, with one of the aims being to assess compliance with crime recording standards. 
The most recent such review was conducted just after the creation of the Police Scotland, on 1 April 
2013, with the report being published in December 2013.  

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it has taken to implement each of the recommendations in the February 2008 HM Inspectorate 
of Constabulary for Scotland’s thematic inspection report on crime recording standards. 

Holding answer issued: 25 February 2014 (S4W-19424) 

Kenny MacAskill: Of the five recommendations made in the 2008 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary for Scotland (HMICS) report, only Recommendation 2: “That, in order to resolve 
unnecessary inconsistencies identified by force crime registrars (FCRs), the Scottish Government 
should undertake an urgent review into the suitability of its counting rules for crime recording, in 
consultation with the Association of Chief Police Officers, the Scottish Crime Registrars Group and the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service” relates specifically to the Scottish Government. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-06854 on 7 May 2012. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Since that date, three further reviews of crime recording have been conducted by HMICS, the 
reports can be found at the following links: 

2013: HM Inspectorate of Constabulary for Scotland: Review of Incident and Crime Recording -   
December 2013 | HMICS 
2011: Crime Audit 2011: National Overview Report | HMICS 
2010: Crime Audit: National Overview | HMICS 
 
As a result of the subsequent reviews, the five recommendations from the 2008 HMICS inspection 

report were considered discharged. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what role 
the subsuming of crime plays in the recording of separate crimes committed around a single location 
or by the same suspect at any given time; what changes in the approach to the use of subsuming took 
place after December 2010, and (a) when and (b) by whom the principle of subsuming was introduced 
in Scotland. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.hmics.org/publications/hm-inspectorate-constabulary-scotland-review-incident-and-crime-recording-december-2013
http://www.hmics.org/publications/hm-inspectorate-constabulary-scotland-review-incident-and-crime-recording-december-2013
http://www.hmics.org/publications/crime-audit-2011-national-overview-report
http://www.hmics.org/publications/crime-audit-national-overview


Holding answer issued: 26 February 2014 (S4W-19425) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Crime Recording Standard (SCRS) provides a more victim 
orientated approach to the recording of crime and ensuring uniformity in crime recording standards 
across Scotland. In April 2004 the SCRS was introduced throughout Scotland. The principle, which is 
recognised as subsuming, was included in the SCRS when it was introduced in 2004. 

Prior to the introduction of the SCRS, the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS) 
recognised that greater consistency in recording practices could be achieved throughout the country. 
To progress this, the ACPOS Crime Standing Committee (ACPOS Crime Business Area) established 
a Short Life Focus Group (SLFG) to consider, amongst other matters, the National Crime Recording 
Standard (NCRS), subsequently introduced in England and Wales on 1 April 2002, and assess its 
potential for adoption in Scotland. 

The SLFG reported their findings to ACPOS Crime Standing Committee in April 2002 and 
recommended the development of a new crime recording standard for Scotland, which should 
incorporate a victim based approach and meet the expectations of the Scottish public in the 21

st
 

century. A National Working Group was established to take forward the recommendations, which 
resulted in the creation of a new SCRS. The SCRS was agreed by ACPOS Crime Standing 
Committee on 12 December 2002 and endorsed by ACPOS Council on 3 February 2003. 

Subsuming practice exists to avoid a single incident being dissected into many multiple parts, when 
there had been continuity of action. A single location or the same suspect do not solely have a bearing 
on the decision as to whether or not a crime should be subsumed.  

Counting Rules provide a national standard for the recording and counting of crimes and offences 
recorded by Police Scotland. The Rules, which were devised to take account of the SCRS, are under 
constant review and updates will normally be effective from 1 April each year. 

As part of the introduction of the new legislation regarding the Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2009 
(which commenced on 1 December 2010) following consultation between the Police, the Crown Office 
and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) and the Scottish Government, some activities covered by this 
legislation taking place as part of a single incident were considered to be suitable to be subsumed. 
This was to take account of a series of acts which individually might be criminal in their own right but 
which are incorporated into an all-encompassing crime but in which the individual circumstances are 
included. The approach to subsuming remained the same. However the guidance material within the 
SCRS and Counting Rules manual was expanded to provide more guidance, particularly in relation to 
sexual offences, on when subsuming may be appropriate. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many school 
pupils it estimates will appeal their exam results in 2014; how this compares with each of the last 10 
years, and how it will ensure that this year’s pupils are treated fairly compared with previous cohorts in 
being able to access the results service systems to lodge appeals and in their outcomes. 

 (S4W-19550) 

Alasdair Allan: This is a matter for the Scottish Qualifications Authority. I have asked the chief 
executive to write to you. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the impact 
will be of the SQA’s (a) Exceptional Circumstances Consideration Service and (b) Post Results 
Service for exam appeals charging for (i) clerical checks, (ii) marking reviews and (iii) priority marking 
reviews; how much it estimates the SQA will receive from each of these charges; who will pay the 
charges; how it will ensure that neither state nor private schools pass the charges onto pupils either 
directly or indirectly, and how it will ensure that they do not impact disproportionately on (A) pupils 
from poorer backgrounds and (B) schools with smaller budgets. 

 (S4W-19551) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19550 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default


 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
the SQA has replaced its appeals process at the same time that it is introducing a new system of 
exams. 

 (S4W-19557) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19550 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
school pupils using the results service systems to appeal their exam results will no longer be allowed 
to offer alternative evidence to support their appeals. 

 (S4W-19559) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19550 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default. 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
SQA's results service systems have been introduced to reduce the number of appeals. 

 (S4W-19560) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19550 on 28 February 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration was given to the formation of a joint control room for police and fire and rescue services 
in Dumfries and Galloway. 

 (S4W-19571) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for Police Scotland and the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service. However, I am aware that Police Scotland and Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
have held discussions relating to joint control rooms over the last few months.  

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how (a) Police 
Scotland and (b) the Scottish Police Authority consulted on the closure of the Dumfries police control 
room. 

 (S4W-19572) 

Kenny MacAskill: The decision to close the police control room in Dumfries is a matter for Police 
Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority. I am however aware that consultation and liaison with staff 
affected will be undertaken at each phase of the closure plan. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
duties of (a) Police Scotland, (b) the Scottish Police Authority and (c) the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service are regarding participating in community planning in Dumfries and Galloway. 

 (S4W-19574) 

Kenny MacAskill: Section 17 (2) (f) of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 places a 
duty on the Chief Constable to designate local commanders and ensure that adequate arrangements 
are in place for the policing of each local authority area. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default


Section 46 of the Act sets out the Chief Constable’s duty to participate in community planning, 
including that this duty must be delegated in each local authority areas to the local commander for that 
area. 

Section 41J(2)(b) of the Act sets out the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s (SFRS) responsibility to 
designate a local senior officer for each local authority area to carry out the delegated functions of the 
SFRS including participation in community planning. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government to whom the 
(a) the Chief Constable, (b) Scottish Police Authority Board and (c) Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
Board is accountable. 

 (S4W-19576) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 Act sets out clear roles and 
responsibilities for the Scottish Police Authority, the Chief Constable of Police Scotland and the 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Board, including who they are responsible to. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether staff 
employed in the Dumfries police control room who relocate to the control room in Govan will receive 
(a) travel and (b) accommodation expenses and, if so, for how long. 

 (S4W-19580) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is an operational matter for Police Scotland and the Scottish Police 
Authority. However, I understand that all staff will be offered the option of alternative posts, re-training 
or offered the option to apply for voluntary release/early retirement, there will be no compulsory 
redundancies. I am also aware that Police Scotland will consult and liaise with all staff affected ahead 
of the proposed closures. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the Scottish Crime Campus at Gartcosh in Coatbridge and Chryston will be operational. 

 (S4W-19688) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Crime Campus will be operational at the end of March 2014. The 
construction project, which started in 2009 with the purchase of the land from Scottish Enterprise, has 
been delivered on time and under budget. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
purpose is of police written warnings.   

 (S4W-19740) 

Kenny MacAskill: Police Scotland has discretion to issue formal adult warnings for offences which 
they consider to be minor in nature, as an alternative to referral to the Procurator Fiscal Service. The 
most common offences include street drinking, drunk and incapable, urinating in public, shoplifting, 
common assault, breach of the peace and vandalism. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
redress is available to a person to challenge the legitimacy of a police written warning. 

 (S4W-19741) 

Kenny MacAskill: A formal adult warning (FAW) is sent to a person who has 28 days to decide 
whether to accept or refuse it. If accepted, the FAW is recorded in the Criminal History System for two 
years and then removed. It does not count as a conviction. If refused, it is a matter for Police Scotland 
to decide what further action to take, including referral to the Procurator Fiscal for a decision on the 
most appropriate disposal. 

 



John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government who retains 
details of police written warnings that have been issued, for how long and for what purpose. 

 (S4W-19742) 

Kenny MacAskill: Details of Formal Adult Warnings (FAWs) are recorded in the Criminal History 
System (CHS) for two years and then removed. Only two FAWs are permitted on the CHS at any one 
time so this process enables police officers to check whether an offender has any FAWs already 
recorded. If there are two FAWs already on the CHS, a FAW cannot be issued for any subsequent 
offence and a Standard Police Report will be sent to the Procurator Fiscal. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it is making in providing specific support to grant-aided special schools. 

 (S4W-19789) 

Michael Russell: The seven grant-aided special schools in Scotland share total grant funding of 
£10.5 million in 2014-15. 

A workstream was established in September 2013 to provide support to grant-aided special schools 
to enable them to prepare for the implementation of a national strategic commissioning model, a key 
recommendation of the Doran Review. This workstream will continue to provide support until the 
model is implemented in 2017. 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its definition 
is of a free school meal. 

 (S4W-19796) 

Alasdair Allan: For the purposes of the First Minister’s announcement to extend the entitlement for 
children in primary 1 to 3 to a free school meal, a free school meal is a free school lunch. A free school 
lunch means any food or drink which an education authority provides free of charge to pupils in the 
middle of the day and which the education authority consider is appropriate for consumption as a meal 
at that time of the day. The food and drink provided must adhere to the standards set out in the 
Nutritional Requirements for Food and Drink in Schools (Scotland) Regulations 2008. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many primary 
schools have no canteen, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19797) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether free 
school meals will be allowed to be consumed in classrooms. 

 (S4W-19798) 

Alasdair Allan: School food services across Scotland are designed to suit local and school needs 
and these vary widely in terms of methods of food preparation, distribution and menu choice. However 
delivered, the aim should be to optimise the service for quality, food safety and efficiency and ensure 
that the food served meets the nutritional requirements set out in the Nutritional Requirements for 
Food and Drink in Schools (Scotland) Regulations 2008. 

In preparing to deliver the option of a free school meal to children in primary 1 to 3, schools and local 
authorities will need to consider the implications for the current school meals service arrangements, 
any flexibility within these arrangements and any opportunity this may afford to make further 
improvements.  

However, local authorities will not be expected to do this in isolation. The Scottish Government has 
committed to work in partnership with COSLA over the next year to explore how any practical 
implications will be addressed, building on the experience of the free school meal trial for primary 1 to 
3 pupils which ran over 2007-08. 



 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
considered whether the consumption of free school meals for all children in P1-3 will affect the length 
of time required for providing lunch. 

 (S4W-19799) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19798 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the preparedness of schools to deliver its free school meals policy with regard to (a) 
capital and (b) staffing costs.  

 (S4W-19800) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19798 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many school 
rolls there are that exceed the seating capacity of their canteens. 

 (S4W-19801) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many catering 
staff are employed in primary schools, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19802) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally.  

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much local 
authorities will spend on additional catering staff hours in order to meet its free school meals 
commitments. 

 (S4W-19803) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19798 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for how many 
primary schools the catering has been outsourced, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19804) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last met 
teaching unions to discuss its free school meals policy, and what issues were discussed. 

 (S4W-19805) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Alasdair Allan: A representative from the Educational Institute for Scotland (EIS) met with the First 
Minister and the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning on 7 January 2014 alongside 
a wider group of stakeholders. The discussion focussed on the First Minister’s announcement that day 
to extend the entitlement for children in primary 1 to 3 to a free school meal from January 2015. 
Attendees indicated that they would be willing to engage in on-going discussion about the policy as it 
progresses towards implementation. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what advice it will 
give to primary schools and teachers in the event that not all children are able to eat in the school 
canteen. 

 (S4W-19806) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-19798 on 28 February 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many primary 
schools have kitchen facilities that allow for hot meals to be prepared, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19807) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many primary 
schools have kitchen facilities that are only suitable for heating already prepared meals, broken down 
by local authority. 

 (S4W-19808) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many primary 
schools have no kitchen facilities, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19809) 

Alasdair Allan: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
provides on the nutritional value of meals provided in schools. 

 (S4W-19810) 

Alasdair Allan: In 2008 the Scottish Government published Healthy Eating in Schools to 
accompany the Nutritional Requirements for Food and Drink in Schools (Scotland) Regulations 2008 
which sets high standards for food and drink in schools. This guidance, which can be accessed on the 
Scottish Government website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/09/12090355/0, 
explains the nutritional requirements to help those involved in providing food and drink in schools 
implement the regulations. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what nutritional 
information it provides to parents on food that children receive in school. 

 (S4W-19811) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government guidance Healthy Eating in Schools, which provides 
information about the nutritional standards of food and drink provided in schools, is available for 
parents to access through the Scottish Government website at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/09/12090355/0


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/09/12090355/0.  

Local authorities and schools may also provide parents with specific nutritional information about the 
food provided as part of their school meals service. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
cost of a school meal is, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-19812) 

Alasdair Allan: The following table shows average expenditure per school meal by local authorities 
in Scotland in financial year 2012-13:  

Local Authority Average expenditure per school meal 
(£:p) 

Aberdeen City 2.56 

Aberdeenshire 3.20 

Angus 2.25 

Argyll and Bute 4.13 

Clackmannanshire 2.30 

Dumfries and Galloway 3.63 

Dundee City 2.47 

East Ayrshire 2.88 

East Dunbartonshire 2.42 

East Lothian 2.77 

East Renfrewshire 2.81 

Edinburgh, City of 2.31 

Eilean Siar 4.05 

Falkirk 2.27 

Fife 3.08 

Glasgow City 2.68 

Highland 3.43 

Inverclyde 2.60 

Midlothian 3.31 

Moray 3.47 

North Ayrshire 3.50 

North Lanarkshire 2.53 

Orkney Islands 5.44 

Perth and Kinross 2.14 

Renfrewshire 2.37 

Scottish Borders 2.45 

Shetland Islands 4.74 

South Ayrshire 3.54 

South Lanarkshire 2.26 

Stirling 3.71 

West Dunbartonshire 4.72 

West Lothian 2.70 

Scotland - average 2.86 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
additional children it expects to receive free school meals under its free school meals policy, broken 
down by (a) local authority and (b) Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation ranking of local authority.  

 (S4W-19813) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/09/12090355/0


Alasdair Allan: The following table shows the estimated number of children in primary 1 to 3 in 
each local authority who are not currently registered for free school meals (FSM) under the national 
eligibility criteria. This is broadly equivalent to the numbers who will become eligible for free school 
meals as a result of the extension to all children in primary 1 to 3:  

Local Authority Estimate not currently registered for FSM under national eligibility 
criteria 

Aberdeen City 5,100 

Aberdeenshire 8,000 

Angus 3,100 

Argyll and Bute 2,100 

Clackmannanshire 1,400 

Dumfries and Galloway 3,700 

Dundee City 3,100 

East Ayrshire 2,900 

East Dunbartonshire 3,300 

East Lothian 3,200 

East Renfrewshire 3,100 

Edinburgh City 10,400 

Eilean Siar 700 

Falkirk 4,400 

Fife 9,600 

Glasgow City 11,200 

Highland 6,200 

Inverclyde 1,700 

Midlothian 2,300 

Moray 2,600 

North Ayrshire 3,200 

North Lanarkshire 9,200 

Orkney Islands 600 

Perth and Kinross 3,900 

Renfrewshire 4,400 

Scottish Borders 3,000 

Shetland Islands 700 

South Ayrshire 2,400 

South Lanarkshire 8,300 

Stirling 2,400 

West Dunbartonshire 2,200 

West Lothian 5,200 

All local authorities 135,000 

The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation rankings are assigned to data zones and cannot be 
summed or averaged to provide rankings at local authority level. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its timeframe is 
for meeting its pledge of getting an additional 104,000 women into the labour market. 

 (S4W-19814) 

John Swinney: As outlined in Scotland’s Future, in the first budget after independence, the Scottish 
Government will extend eligibility to 600 hours of childcare to nearly half of Scotland’s two year olds. 
By the end of the first Parliament, vulnerable two years olds and all three and four years olds will be 
entitled to enhanced provision of 1,140 hours of childcare a year, with a further investment of £600 
million. In the longer term, the Scottish Government plans to provide 1,140 hours of childcare a year to 
all children from age one until they start school. Once fully operational, the Scottish Government 
estimates that around 240,000 children and 212,000 families will benefit. 

Over time, such a policy has the potential to transform the lives and outcomes of many families and 
children in Scotland. As illustrated in Childcare and Labour Market Participation-economic analysis 
paper published by the Scottish Government in January 2014, if Scotland’s female participation rate 



were to reach Swedish levels, this would represent around an additional 104,000 women becoming 
active in Scotland’s labour market. 

This is an indication of what might be possible post- independence. However, it is encouraging that 
with an increase in employment of 72,000 over the year to October to December 2013, female 
employment levels are now at a record high, (Office of National Statistics, Labour Force Survey, 19 
February 2014). 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 
women who entered the labour market in the last 12 months are employed on a (a) full- and (b) part-
time basis.  

 (S4W-19815) 

John Swinney: The most recent data for labour market flows in Scotland comes from the Labour 
Force Survey (LFS), April to June 2013 dataset which contains data on individuals circumstances 12 
months ago. Based on the latest available information, there were: 

24,000 women currently in full-time employment who had entered the labour market in the last 12 
months  
49,000 women currently in part-time employment who had entered the labour market in the last 12 
months  
Source: Labour Force Survey, April-June 2013, not seasonally adjusted, Office of National Statistics 
Notes: 
1. Estimates rounded to nearest thousand. 
2. These questions have a non-response rate of just under 20%. These figures are therefore likely to 

underestimate the actual levels entering full-time and part-time employment. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many engagements have been undertaken by ministers in Aberdeen in each of the last three years 
and how this compares with visits to other cities in Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 8 November 2013 (S4W-17791) 

John Swinney: Ministers have carried out engagements in Aberdeen on 302 occasions in the last 
three years. Engagements in other Scottish Cities are as follows: 

Edinburgh: 2,760 
Glasgow: 1,284 
Inverness: 210 
Dundee: 151 
Perth: 135 
Stirling: 116 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when ministers last met officials from (a) Scottish Enterprise and (b) Creative Scotland to 
discuss the establishment of a film studio in Scotland and what matters were discussed. 

 (S4W-19778) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government, Creative Scotland, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish 
Development International meet regularly about the screen sector, including screen production 
facilities, through the Film and Television Delivery Group. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth and I, together with the 
Chief Executive of Creative Scotland, also had a productive meeting on Wednesday 26 February 2014 
with Independent Producers Scotland, where we discussed opportunities for developing the screen 
sector including through a screen production studio. 

 



Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many times it has met officials from (a) Scottish Enterprise and (b) Creative Scotland 
in the last two years to discuss the establishment of a film studio in Scotland. 

 (S4W-19779) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has been in regular contact through meetings and other 
means with Scottish Enterprise and Creative Scotland over the past two years and particularly since 
the introduction of the fiscal incentive for high end television production in April 2013, concerning 
opportunities for developing screen production facilities in Scotland. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress has been made on establishing a film studio in Scotland. 

 (S4W-19780) 

Fiona Hyslop: Last year Scotland secured its largest ever inward investment in screen production 
through the Sony Pictures series for Starz, Outlander, for which a 140,000 square foot television 
production studio has been developed in Cumbernauld, with public sector assistance. 

In addition, Scottish Enterprise has commissioned a study into delivery options for screen production 
space in Scotland. This will be published shortly, giving detailed analysis of options, including 
locations and potential business models, taking into account changing market conditions, such as the 
introduction last year of a fiscal incentive for high-end television production. 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
can guarantee that, if Scotland separated from the rest of the UK and subsequently joined the EU, a 
rebate proportionate to the UK’s current rebate would be paid to Scotland. 

 (S4W-19899) 

Fiona Hyslop: As set out in Scotland’s Future, the Scottish Government proposes that an 
independent Scotland would negotiate EU membership from within the EU and approach these 
membership negotiations on the principle of ‘continuity of effect’. This approach ensures ‘no detriment’ 
to other member states and no disruption to Scotland’s current fully integrated standing within the EU. 

As such the current EU budget has been agreed until 2020 the Scottish Government would not 
intend to re-open budget discussions until the next financial period post 2020. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-19516 


