
Thursday 9 January 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
contribution East Kilbride makes to the economy. 

 (S4W-18905) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises the contribution East Kilbride makes to 
Scotland’s economy and is committed to working with all partners to help support the development of 
its economy including through the work of the multi-agency, South Lanarkshire Council led, East 
Kilbride Task Force. The task force has a clear action plan to encourage economic activity, promote 
growth and protect and create employment opportunities in the area, thereby ensuring East Kilbride’s 
continued contribution to the Scottish economy. The Scottish Government is represented on the Task 
Force through Scottish Enterprise and Skills Development Scotland. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions (a) it has and (b) its enterprise agencies have had with Rolls-Royce and South 
Lanarkshire Council regarding the preparation of a masterplan for the redevelopment of the Rolls-
Royce site in East Kilbride. 

 (S4W-18906) 

John Swinney: Ministers and officials regularly meet local authorities across Scotland to discuss a 
range of issues, including local economic development, as do our enterprise agencies. While 
discussions held between the enterprise agencies and stakeholders are operational matters for the 
agencies involved, Scottish Enterprise, together with South Lanarkshire Council, is engaged in on-
going discussions with Rolls Royce and the company’s agents on the future use of the Rolls Royce 
site in East Kilbride. 

Rolls Royce is in the process of producing a masterplan for the site and is in discussion with the 
council about potential future uses. The site is being actively promoted by Scottish Enterprise and 
South Lanarkshire Council to businesses within East Kilbride seeking to expand, as well as 
businesses seeking to locate to East Kilbride. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions (a) it has and (b) its enterprise agencies have had regarding the development of strategic 
sites in East Kilbride to attract business investment to the town. 

 (S4W-18907) 

John Swinney: Ministers and officials regularly meet local authorities across Scotland to discuss a 
range of issues, including local economic development, as do our enterprise agencies. 

While discussions held between the enterprise agencies and stakeholders are operational matters 
for the agencies involved, Scottish Enterprise is working with South Lanarkshire Council to promote 
the key strategic industrial sites within East Kilbride. This has included recent discussions with the 
individual owners of each site, property agents and potential developers, seeking to review and update 
the marketing, promotion and potential development of the sites to ensure that East Kilbride is being 
actively promoted as a location for existing Scottish businesses and potential new inward investors. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many large energy generation and transmission applications Scottish and 
Southern Energy or its subsidiaries have submitted under sections 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 
1989 since 2007 and how many have been (a) approved and (b) rejected. 

 (S4W-18958) 



Fergus Ewing: Since 2007 Scottish and Southern Energy or its subsidiaries have submitted a total 
of 41 applications for large energy generation and transmission applications under sections 36 and 37 
of the Electricity Act (Scotland) 1989: 

22 of these applications were for consent under section 37 
13 applications have been approved 
2 were withdrawn 
7 still under consideration 
 
19 of these applications were for consent under section 36 
9 have been approved 
1 withdrawn 
1 refused 
8 still under consideration  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
that the passage of the Bankruptcy and Debt Advice (Scotland) Bill will result in an increase or 
decrease in the number of undischarged bankrupts. 

 (S4W-19004) 

John Swinney: The number of debtors who do not receive their discharge from bankruptcy after 
one year is currently low, less than 0.1 per cent of all bankruptcies recorded by AiB. There are a 
number of reasons why a debtor's bankruptcy may not be discharged after one year. Many of these 
relate, in some way, to the existing requirement on the debtor to cooperate with their trustee. The 
Scottish Government’s position, therefore, is that the main driver for deferred discharge is debtor non-
cooperation and that the requirement on the debtor to cooperate is unaffected by the Bill. Section 64 
of the Bankruptcy (Scotland) Act 1985 already requires the debtor to take every practicable step to 
enable the trustee to perform their functions and the Bankruptcy and Debt Advice (Scotland) Bill does 
not amend this requirement. However, the Scottish Government is introducing additional measures, to 
promote good advice and ensure that the debtor is fully aware of their responsibilities. As announced 
by the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism on 18 December 2013, the Scottish Government is 
also considering government amendments to, ‘make this part of the process more straightforward’. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what targets are in 
place to reduce the number of undischarged bankrupts by (a) 2015 and (b) 2020. 

 (S4W-19005) 

John Swinney: The number of debtors who do not receive their discharge from bankruptcy after 
one year is currently low, less than 0.1 per cent of all bankruptcies recorded by AiB. There are a 
number of reasons why a debtor's bankruptcy may not be discharged after one year. Many of these 
relate, in some way, to the existing requirement on the debtor to cooperate with their trustee. The 
Scottish Government’s position, therefore, is that the main driver for deferred discharge is debtor non-
cooperation and that the requirement on the debtor to cooperate is unaffected by the Bill. There are 
currently no targets in place to reduce the number of debtors who do not cooperate. However, the 
Scottish Government is introducing additional measures, to promote good advice and ensure that the 
debtor is fully aware of their responsibilities. 

Finance 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it plans to 
spend the consequentials arising from the Autumn Statement on. 

 (S4O-2775) 

John Swinney: As previously announced to Parliament and re-stated in my earlier answer to Kezia 
Dugdale, the Scottish Government will prioritise the consequentials from the Autumn Statement on 
improving outcomes for our businesses and people. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S4W-17926 by John Swinney on 14 November 2013, whether the guidance on blacklisting 



will cover (a) all government departments, (b) local government, (c) local government subcontractors, 
(d) the Scottish Futures Trust, (e) hub organisations and (f) hub organisation subcontractors. 

Holding answer issued: 8 January 2014 (S4W-18834) 

John Swinney: New guidance on the exclusion from public contracts of companies which engage in 
blacklisting was launched by the First Minister on 20 November 2013. Compliance with public 
procurement guidance issued by the Scottish Government is mandatory for Scottish Government 
departments, its agencies and Non-Departmental Public Bodies, including the Scottish Futures Trust 
(SFT). Other bodies in the public sector, including local authorities, are encouraged to follow this 
guidance, but its adoption is not mandatory. 

Hub companies are working with SFT and their partners to implement the new guidance 
appropriately within the wider hub partnership arrangements. 

We are considering ways in which the guidance can be placed on a statutory footing, including 
through amendment of the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012 and through the 
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Bill, currently before Parliament which contains provisions relating on 
how a firm’s suitability to bid for contracts is assessed. 

We are committed to continuing a constructive dialogue with Trade Unions on this issue and to 
explore ways in which the guidelines can be further developed. 

Governance and Communities 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it has taken to develop a shared understanding of the town-centre-first principle across the 
public sector. 

 (S4W-18896) 

Derek Mackay: With COSLA, we are establishing a working group to consider the town-centre-first 
principle and how it may be applied in practice. This group will be brought together in early 2014. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with COSLA regarding a shared understanding of the town-centre-first principle. 

 (S4W-18897) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18896 on 9 January 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to renew the Town Centre Housing Fund in future budget bills. 

 (S4W-18898) 

Derek Mackay: The Town Centre Housing Fund is intended to test the opportunities and barriers to 
bringing empty town centre properties back into residential use. It is a complement to our Town Centre 
Action Plan commitments to facilitate and support affordable housing development in town centres by 
informing Local Housing Strategy guidance and via our Affordable Housing Supply Programme. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
local data on town centres it has supported the (a) collection and (b) collation of, and where this will be 
published. 

 (S4W-18899) 

Derek Mackay: The Town Centre Action Plan includes a commitment to support the collection and 
collation of town centre data at a local level. Officials have held discussions with stakeholders who are 
involved in the development of benchmarking systems and methods of data collection, to consider 
what local information would be useful to capture in support of town centres. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it is making toward piloting town centre investment zones and when the first of these zones 
are likely to be identified. 

 (S4W-18900) 

Derek Mackay: We will introduce powers necessary to enable local authorities to affect localised 
rates relief schemes under the forthcoming Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill. In tandem with 
that process, we will be investigating further opportunities to establish a pilot scheme to test early 
thinking. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent steps it has taken in conjunction with COSLA and its enterprise agencies to ensure that town 
centre businesses understand the support available through (a) Business Gateway, (b) local 
authorities and (c) enterprise agencies. 

 (S4W-18901) 

Derek Mackay: The Town Centre Action Plan has been discussed with the Local Economic 
Development Senior Officers Group, which includes representatives of COSLA, Business Gateway 
and the enterprise agencies. Support for town centre businesses is on their future agenda. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which towns have been identified for demonstration projects through the Town Centre Action Plan. 

 (S4W-18902) 

Derek Mackay: We will publish details on our website as projects are confirmed. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has information on planning applications for housing being split into groups of 
fewer than 50 dwellings to avoid them being classified as major developments under the Town and 
Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 and, if so, how often this 
has happened in each local authority area. 

 (S4W-19025) 

Derek Mackay: This information is not held centrally. The Scottish Government collects statistical 
information on local and major housing development however the categories are not broken down 
further into smaller groupings. These statistics are available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to prevent planning applications for housing being split into groups 
of fewer than 50 dwellings to avoid them being classified as major developments under the Town and 
Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009. 

 (S4W-19030) 

Derek Mackay: None. It is for the applicant to decide what size of development they wish to apply 
for. 

Health and Social Care 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what NHS facilities treat both mental health issues and addictions. 

 (S4W-18851) 

Michael Matheson: NHS boards and Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs) are responsible for 
providing mental health and addictions services to meet local needs. Where a person has co-occurring 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications


addiction and mental health problems, they should receive evidence-based treatment based on their 
individual needs. Services are designed and delivered differently across NHS board and ADP areas, 
and information about individual mental health and addictions services is not held centrally. 

In our work to support health boards to meet the access to psychological therapies HEAT target, we 
have published The Matrix: a Guide to Delivering Evidence-based Psychological Therapies in 
Scotland, on what treatments are effective for which conditions. This includes sections on the 
treatment of mental illness co-occurring with alcohol problems and substance misuse. The matrix also 
stresses that services must provide adequate supervision for staff delivering psychological 
interventions, to ensure patient safety and the delivery of evidence-based care. In addition, NHS 
Education for Scotland has developed a programme of training for staff delivering psychological 
interventions to people with substance misuse problems, including training in motivational 
interviewing, relapse prevention and recovery management. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether current clinical pathways are sufficient to support the management of 
multiple diagnoses including mental health issues. 

 (S4W-18852) 

Michael Matheson: More than two million people in Scotland have long term conditions. 

Multimorbidity (two or more long term conditions) is the norm in Scottish people aged over 50 years 
however most people with multimorbidity in Scotland are under 65 years. Multimorbidity occurs 10-15 
years earlier in deprived areas compared to affluent areas and in this situation the most common co-
morbidity is a mental health problem.  

Clinical research, guidelines, care pathways and board managed clinical networks have traditionally 
focused on improving care and outcomes for single conditions. One of the 12 priorities in the 2020 
route map is to improve the care and support for people with multiple chronic illnesses, particularly 
those with concurrent physical and mental health conditions. 

We have developed and will soon publish our action plan for multimorbidity which builds on the 
actions in CEL 23 (2009) Improving the Health and Wellbeing of People with Long Term Conditions in 
Scotland: A National Action Plan. The multimorbidity action plan includes an action to work with 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland and Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network to develop prompts 
for clinicians to consider multimorbidity at key points in guidelines and pathways for all common 
conditions. We are engaging with NHS Education for Scotland to develop units of learning on 
multimorbidity for delivery within undergraduate and postgraduate continuing professional 
development programmes for all professionals. 

A copy of this action plan will be made available in SPICe in due course (Bib Number 55589). 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action (a) it is and 
(b) NHS boards are taking to recruit more junior doctors. 

 (S4W-18869) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards and NHS Education for Scotland are responsible for recruiting to junior 
doctor posts, most through national recruitment programmes. 

In response to concerns about Scotland's attractiveness as a place to train and work in medicine, 
the Strategy for Attracting and Retaining Trainees (START) was launched in April 2013 by NHS 
Education for Scotland. The overall aim of START is to increase fill rates for junior doctor posts and 
reduce gaps in training programmes. 

The initiative has a number of recruitment goals including increasing fill rates by 5% by 2016 in hard 
to fill programmes in emergency medicine, general practice and psychiatry. 

We have been investing in medical staff and since September 2006 there has been an increase in 
the number of doctors working in hospitals in NHS Scotland. Junior doctors numbers have risen from 
5,336.1 to 5,796.7, an 8.6% increase, Consultant numbers have risen from 3,636.5 to 4,665.8, a 
28.3% increase and specialty doctor numbers have risen from 810.3 to 1,042.9, a 28.7% increase. 



Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will work with local authorities to implement self-directed support for people with substance 
use problems and, if so, within what timescale. 

 (S4W-18989) 

Michael Matheson: Under the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 (“the SDS 
Act”) the local authority will be required to offer four options to those who are eligible for care and 
support. The provision of self-directed support may be relevant to people with substance misuse 
issues, however this will only be the case where the person has an eligible social care need and that 
need can be met from the relevant SDS option. 

The Scottish Government provides SDS transformation funding to all local authorities in order to 
assist with their implementation of the 10-year strategy on self-directed support. The total allocation to 
authorities in 2013-14 was £11 million. The total allocation for 2014-15 is £6 million. 

Self-directed support is provided as an alternative to services that would otherwise be arranged by 
the authority. It is not an additional form of service. This means that the cost of self-directed support 
packages should be met from within the authority’s overall budget for social care. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the impact will be on access to services of an additional tier of assessment as a result of self-directed 
support for people with substance use issues. 

 (S4W-18990) 

Michael Matheson: Under the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 (“the SDS 
Act”) the local authority will be required to offer four options to those who are eligible for care and 
support. The provision of self-directed support may be relevant to people with substance misuse 
issues, however this will only be the case where the person has an eligible social care need and that 
need can be met from the relevant SDS option. 

Community care assessments are a long-standing duty on local authorities. Self-directed support 
does not add an additional tier of assessment beyond the core assessment of needs which is 
conducted under Section 12A of the 1968 Act. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
proposed 1,140 hours of childcare for all one-year-old to school age children would be paid for without 
increasing any rates of taxation. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18726) 

Aileen Campbell: Independence offers the opportunity to bring in this long-term proposal as tax 
revenues generated by more women returning to the labour market will stay in Scotland. The initial 
investment in early learning and childcare will be funded from the savings and increased revenues set 
out in “Scotland’s Future”, including reducing defence and security spending to £2.5 billion per year 
and ending the married couples tax allowance. 

Further detail on the link between increased female labour market participation and increased tax 
revenues is available in the note on Childcare and Female Labour Market Participation at the link 
below: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439259.pdf  

The Scottish Government does not plan to raise any rates of taxation to pay for the expansion of 
early learning and childcare set out in Scotland’s Future. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what minimum 
qualification would be required by people employed to deliver early learning and childcare as 
discussed in its white paper on independence. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18729) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439259.pdf


Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18713 on 8 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-18330 by Michael Russell on 28 November 2013, whether the budget for the 
Scottish Funding Council also assumes that the student population will be maintained at the current 
level and, if so, whether this means that it does not plan to increase the number of student places in 
the next academic year. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18785) 

Michael Russell: We provided funding for 125,346 full-time equivalent funded places this academic 
year (2013-14). As a result, Scottish students accepted by our universities rose to a record number 
this year, with 27,990 students accepted to study so far in 2013-14, an increase of 2% compared with 
this stage last year (UCAS, 24 September 2013). My recent letter of guidance to the Scottish Funding 
Council for 2014-15 states that ‘I expect that the number of funded places, including those additional 
places in support of widening access, articulation and key sector skills to be maintained at current 
levels.’ (Letter of guidance to the Scottish Funding Council from the Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Lifelong Learning, 21 October 2013). 

I will confirm final numbers in the spring of this year. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
all of the people appointed as (a) reporters under the Matrimonial Proceedings (Children) Act 1958 
and (b) safeguarders under the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011 are required to hold 
Disclosure Scotland certificates. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18815) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Court Service is currently carrying out work to ensure that 
reporters providing advice to the Court of Session or the sheriff court on the welfare of children are 
members of the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. All safeguarders appointed under the 
Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011 carry out regulated work in terms of the Protection of 
Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 and are required to be members of the Protection of 
Vulnerable Groups scheme. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many of the people appointed (a) to the Safeguarders Panel under the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) 
Act 2011 and (b) as reporters under the Matrimonial Proceedings (Children) Act 1958 have been 
trained in eliciting the views of children as part of the appointment process. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18819) 

Roseanna Cunningham: (a) All safeguarders are trained in seeking the views of the child as part of 
the safeguarder pre-appointment training. 

 (b) Information is not available centrally on how many persons appointed as reporters in cases 
involving children in the Court of Session and the sheriff court have been trained in eliciting the views 
of children as part of the appointment process. The Scottish Government has established a working 
group on reporters in these cases more details are available from the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/law/17867. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
improvements it has made to the representation of children’s interests in matrimonial cases in courts 
since the UK Government ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and how it ensures 
that these arrangements comply with clause 9.2 of the convention. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18821) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/law/17867


Roseanna Cunningham: Section 11 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 makes provision on court 
orders relating to parental responsibilities etc. Section 11(7) provides that in considering whether or 
not to make an order the court shall regard the welfare of the child as its paramount consideration. 
Section 11(7) further provides that the court, taking account of the child’s age and maturity, shall, so 
far as is practicable, give the child an opportunity to indicate whether he or she wishes to express 
views; if so, give him or her an opportunity to express them and have regard to such views as he or 
she may express. There is then further provision in court rules on obtaining the views of the child. 

 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to revise arrangements for ensuring that the interests of children affected by matrimonial 
law cases are identified and are treated as paramount by the court. 

Holding answer issued: 7 January 2014 (S4W-18823) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Section 11 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, on court orders relating to 
parental responsibilities etc., already provides that in considering whether or not to make an order and 
what order to make the court shall regard the welfare of the child as its paramount consideration. 
Section 11 also provides that the court shall not make any order unless it considers it would be better 
for the child that an order be made than that none should be made at all. We have no plans to change 
these provisions, which reflect the need to have the welfare of the child at the centre of the decision-
making process. The Scottish Government has established a working group on bar reporters, who 
provide advice to the court in some section 11 cases. More information on this working group can be 
found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/law/17867.  

We also intend to introduce a Courts Reform (Scotland) Bill, which will streamline court procedures 
generally. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
management staff at (a) HMP Castle Huntly, (b) Police Scotland and (c) the Scottish Government 
were made aware that Michael McInnes was missing; when it was decided that information regarding 
his disappearance would be released to the public; for what reason details of his convictions were not 
released to the public at the same time; what assessment was carried out, and by whom, regarding 
his disappearance and the consequent risk to the public, and what guidelines are in place for (i) the 
Scottish Prison Service and (ii) Police Scotland regarding missing prisoners. 

 (S4W-18845) 

Kenny MacAskill: The management at HMP Castle Huntly were aware of Michael McInnes failure 
to return when he did not appear for his pick up at lunchtime on Wednesday 4 December 2013. 

The police were notified later that afternoon and the Scottish Government were advised on the same 
day. The decision to issue a press release on this matter was an operational decision taken by Police 
Scotland. 

A Memorandum of Understanding is in place between Police Scotland and the Scottish Prison 
Service. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
breakfast and (b) after-school clubs have been organised by schools in each year since 2007, also 
broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-18875) 

Alasdair Allan: Information on the number of schools providing breakfast clubs was collected as 
part of the annual school meals survey until 2010. This information is published on the Scottish 
Government website in table 23 of the annual School Meals in Scotland publication. Please see 
following links to the relevant tables: 

2007 data on breakfast clubs:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/06/04134749/26 

2008 data on breakfast clubs: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/law/17867
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/06/04134749/26


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/06/11134850/30 

2009 data on breakfast clubs: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/06/22104701/30 

2010 data on breakfast clubs: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/06095048/30 

As a result of a consultation in September 2010, on school education statistics collections and 
publications, information on breakfast clubs is no longer collected. Information on after-school clubs is 
not available centrally. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
classroom assistants and (b) additional support for learning staff there have been in schools in each 
year since 2007, also broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-18877) 

Alasdair Allan: The number employed by each local authority is a decision for that authority alone. 
The information you requested on classroom assistants and additional support for learning staff is, 
however, provided in the following tables: 

Number of classroom assistants (Full time equivalent) by local authority, 2007-2013: 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 176 189 207 224 186 199 219 

Aberdeenshire 190 174 178 177 178 190 73 

Angus 133 136 121 128 115 122 126 

Argyll and Bute 115 95 93 94 81 99 75 

Clackmannanshire 63 62 55 55 54 78 85 

Dumfries and Galloway 143 128 133 95 76 77 75 

Dundee City 102 99 71 89 66 57 68 

East Ayrshire 288 219 190 215 208 224 209 

East Dunbartonshire 209 155 148 131 104 103 100 

East Lothian 50 47 45 47 49 48 50 

East Renfrewshire 70 86 79 86 141 106 103 

Edinburgh, City of 434 436 396 440 475 495 552 

Eilean Siar 32 31 30 23 24 22 19 

Falkirk 334 392 371 309 340 338 339 

Fife 215 222 181 200 196 179 156 

Glasgow City 718 735 694 648 828 1086 1077 

Highland 136 159 143 175 131 0 0 

Inverclyde 106 95 77 88 89 89 85 

Midlothian 180 103 116 121 111 109 120 

Moray 138 112 109 103 69 118 70 

North Ayrshire 300 329 338 313 291 299 300 

North Lanarkshire 400 393 388 367 379 373 371 

Orkney Islands 32 32 37 19 18 18 19 

Perth and Kinross 69 65 83 81 79 80 81 

Renfrewshire 258 228 244 191 115 140 109 

Scottish Borders 44 45 49 49 76 50 54 

Shetland Islands 18 17 19 18 18 17 18 

South Ayrshire 136 130 110 122 110 112 202 

South Lanarkshire 176 232 212 227 325 165 230 

Stirling 80 83 107 123 173 256 119 

West Dunbartonshire 234 216 227 184 219 154 120 

West Lothian 164 242 281 288 299 263 281 

All local authorities 5743 5687 5532 5430 5623 5666 5505 

 

  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/06/11134850/30
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/06/22104701/30
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/07/06095048/30


Number of additional support needs auxiliary or care assistants (Full time equivalent) by local 
authority, 2007-2013: 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 331 361 278 273 215 211 207 

Aberdeenshire 528 572 540 565 524 513 673 

Angus 87 91 107 108 104 110 111 

Argyll and Bute 80 81 136 140 173 218 162 

Clackmannanshire 124 89 74 84 83 49 62 

Dumfries and Galloway 174 202 155 178 205 216 229 

Dundee City 93 122 161 139 229 162 355 

East Ayrshire 6 8 59 28 38 13 37 

East Dunbartonshire 225 202 195 195 191 207 202 

East Lothian 76 70 82 94 119 134 133 

East Renfrewshire 157 112 128 114 60 153 112 

Edinburgh, City of 262 156 195 194 161 116 122 

Eilean Siar 73 75 77 64 70 66 75 

Falkirk 116 102 104 147 103 111 95 

Fife 505 522 491 565 595 585 627 

Glasgow City 612 655 578 488 291 599 120 

Highland 378 370 460 541 509 638 669 

Inverclyde 164 155 154 135 140 141 136 

Midlothian 20 63 65 65 86 96 63 

Moray 199 210 196 171 223 305 461 

North Ayrshire 26 21 5 10 1 3 0 

North Lanarkshire 543 514 525 498 495 468 485 

Orkney Islands 11 5 2 42 42 46 56 

Perth and Kinross 185 178 243 198 218 219 257 

Renfrewshire 159 164 113 144 178 139 197 

Scottish Borders 149 150 167 157 146 162 152 

Shetland Islands 86 87 82 92 96 100 84 

South Ayrshire 120 125 114 120 130 121 66 

South Lanarkshire 267 242 246 241 212 340 298 

Stirling 64 113 89 75 157 59 68 

West Dunbartonshire 44 59 39 71 42 122 121 

West Lothian 163 171 128 80 27 72 88 

All local authorities 6024 6047 5991 6016 5863 6494 6522 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
librarians and (b) science technicians there have been in schools in each year since 2007, also broken 
down by local authority. 

 (S4W-18879) 

Alasdair Allan: The number employed by each local authority is a decision for that authority alone. 
The information you requested on librarians and science technicians is, however provided in the 
following tables: 

Number of library staff (Full time equivalent) by local authority, 2007-2013: 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 14 14 14 14 13 11 13 

Aberdeenshire 18 19 24 22 23 24 24 

Angus 12 13 12 12 12 12 11 

Argyll and Bute 8 9 10 9 9 10 10 

Clackmannanshire 3 4 3 3 2 3 2 

Dumfries and Galloway 11 8 11 11 11 9 10 

Dundee City 11 10 11 9 45 9 9 

East Ayrshire 8 6 8 7 6 8 9 

East Dunbartonshire 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 

East Lothian 6 6 6 6 7 6 5 



East Renfrewshire 6 7 5 7 6 7 6 

Edinburgh, City of 24 19 23 22 23 20 22 

Eilean Siar 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 

Falkirk 9 9 9 10 9 9 8 

Fife 22 20 20 22 20 17 17 

Glasgow City 28 28 26 16 4 5 1 

Highland 17 19 21 22 20 12 0 

Inverclyde 8 6 7 6 5 5 5 

Midlothian 6 5 5 6 5 6 4 

Moray 9 9 8 9 9 8 8 

North Ayrshire 9 10 9 9 9 8 9 

North Lanarkshire 25 21 22 23 19 19 17 

Orkney Islands 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Perth and Kinross 18 19 18 13 11 12 11 

Renfrewshire 11 10 10 10 8 8 6 

Scottish Borders 7 8 8 8 7 7 8 

Shetland Islands 9 8 7 8 8 6 6 

South Ayrshire 7 7 7 8 7 7 8 

South Lanarkshire 16 16 8 16 9 8 7 

Stirling 5 6 5 6 5 5 5 

West Dunbartonshire 6 6 6 5 5 5 5 

West Lothian 12 13 13 12 11 11 11 

All local authorities 355 346 347 342 341 288 268 

 

Number of Technicians (Full time equivalent) by local authority, 2007-2013: 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 63 79 78 68 63 63 59 

Aberdeenshire 116 115 86 93 93 89 75 

Angus 27 25 23 22 23 22 21 

Argyll and Bute 23 21 29 30 27 29 29 

Clackmannanshire 9 11 9 8 10 10 8 

Dumfries and Galloway 50 51 47 46 47 46 45 

Dundee City 22 24 23 22 57 20 18 

East Ayrshire 32 30 34 27 27 27 26 

East Dunbartonshire 39 46 40 39 38 37 38 

East Lothian 17 17 17 15 16 14 14 

East Renfrewshire 27 28 33 32 28 29 31 

Edinburgh, City of 48 42 58 52 55 49 56 

Eilean Siar 8 10 10 10 8 8 8 

Falkirk 31 31 30 30 33 30 30 

Fife 89 89 87 81 64 68 66 

Glasgow City 111 118 117 100 79 93 101 

Highland 39 45 54 48 36 40 39 

Inverclyde 25 24 20 23 17 16 13 

Midlothian 12 11 9 13 12 12 13 

Moray 37 38 29 32 36 35 35 

North Ayrshire 38 38 39 39 37 33 35 

North Lanarkshire 101 98 98 101 98 100 84 

Orkney Islands 6 7 8 7 7 7 7 

Perth and Kinross 26 26 27 30 29 31 28 

Renfrewshire 31 26 32 26 25 25 28 

Scottish Borders 26 24 25 24 22 22 22 

Shetland Islands 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 

South Ayrshire 31 29 28 35 34 34 31 

South Lanarkshire 92 74 66 76 65 70 64 

Stirling 18 20 23 23 22 21 21 

West Dunbartonshire 32 30 27 25 12 3 0 



 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

West Lothian 37 41 34 37 35 38 44 

All local authorities 1265 1271 1241 1215 1156 1122 1089 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with (a) the Scottish Football Association and (b) Police Scotland 
regarding recent reports of vandalism at football grounds. 

 (S4W-18919) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scottish Government officials have regular discussions with the football 
authorities and the police about a range of issues relating to football and will attend the next meetings 
of the Scottish Football Associations Unacceptable Behaviour Group and Police Scotland’s Football 
Working Group in January 2014. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the financial crisis referred to by the First Minister on 12 December 2013 (Official Report, c. 25667) 
was the reason for not fulfilling its 2007 pledge on class sizes in P1 to P3. 

 (S4W-18921) 

Michael Russell: The financial crisis and the consequent reduction of more than £3 billion in the 
Scottish revenue budget have, inevitably, impacted on local authorities’ progress in reducing class 
sizes, as did unsustainable decisions on teacher numbers by the Scottish Executive between 1999 
and 2007. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it plans to spend in each constituency on (a) billboard and (b) other localised display 
advertising related to the white paper on independence. 

Holding answer issued: 8 January 2014 (S4W-18827) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The total cost of Scottish Government public information activity related to 
Scotland’s Future will be £450,000.  

I refer the member to the Official Report of the Meeting of the Parliament on Tuesday 26 November 
2013 at column 24856. The official report is available at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it plans to spend in each constituency on (a) bulk-delivered and (b) directly-mailed (i) 
newsletters, (ii) leaflets and (iii) other publications related to the white paper on independence. 

Holding answer issued: 8 January 2014 (S4W-18828) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The total cost of Scottish Government public information activity related to 
Scotland’s Future will be £450,000. This is a national figure and a breakdown by constituency is not 
available. Costs for publications will be announced in due course. 

I refer the member to the Official Report of the Meeting of the Parliament on Tuesday 26 November 
2013 at column 24856. The official report is available at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it is having with (a) Creative Scotland and (b) film producers 
regarding the (i) appointment process for and (ii) job description of the agency’s new Director of Film 
and Media. 

 (S4W-18910) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/OfficialReport.aspx


Fiona Hyslop: This is an internal operational matter for Creative Scotland and thus there have been 
no discussions. 

The Scottish Government remains in regular contact with Creative Scotland and a range of 
stakeholders on wider film policy. 

Transport Scotland 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many meeting requests the Minister for Transport and Veterans has received from 
MSPs who wished to discuss rail services in the year to date, broken down by members of the (a) 
SNP and (b) opposition parties. 

 (S4W-18858) 

Keith Brown: I received seven requests from SNP members and two from members of opposition 
parties. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many meetings regarding rail services the Minster for Transport and Veterans has 
agreed to with MSPs in the year to date, broken down by members of the (a) SNP and (b) opposition 
parties. 

 (S4W-18859) 

Keith Brown: I held four meetings with members of the SNP arising from the seven requests 
received, with a further meeting scheduled to take place this month. 

Of the two meetings requested by opposition members, one of the requests has been agreed to, 
pending the outcome of a meeting with my officials in the first instance. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what rail 
services pass through, or stop at, Dalmeny railway station and how many services do so per hour at 
peak period. 

 (S4W-18983) 

Keith Brown: The following services pass through Dalmeny Station: 

Edinburgh to Perth 
Edinburgh to Dundee 
Edinburgh to Aberdeen 
Edinburgh to Inverness 
Fife Circle 
Aberdeen to King’s Cross (operated by East Coast) 
Aberdeen to Penzance (operated by Cross Country) 

 
The following services call at Dalmeny during the morning and evening peaks:  

Service 
No. of Trains per hour 

AM Peak (0700-0900) PM Peak (1600-1800) 

Fife Circle 3 3 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17626 by Keith Brown on 25 October 2013, how many trains run through the 
Winchburgh tunnel per hour at peak period, broken down by rail service. 

 (S4W-18984) 

Keith Brown: The following services run through Winchburgh tunnel, per hour, during both the 
morning and evening peak periods: 

Service 
No. of Trains per hour 

AM Peak (0700-0900) PM Peak (1600-1800) 

Edinburgh to Glasgow 4 4 



Glasgow to Edinburgh 4 4 

Edinburgh to Dunblane 2 2 

Dunblane to Edinburgh 2 2 

Inverness to King’s Cross 0 1 

King’s Cross to Edinburgh 1 0 

Freight 1 0 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
revised business case for the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme will be published. 

 (S4W-18986) 

Keith Brown: The final business case for the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme will be 
published in the next few weeks. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much the Air Discount Scheme has cost in each year since 2007-08. 

 (S4W-19001) 

Keith Brown: The figures are as follows: 

2007-08 £5.622 million 

2008-09 £6.054 million 

2009-10 £6.251 million 

2010-11 £6.018 million 

2011-12 £4.905 million 

2012-13 £5.073 million 

These figures include reimbursing member’s discounts to airlines and the cost of administering the 
scheme. 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

S4W-18865 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body what arrangements are in place for its staff who are not members of trades unions to 
raise concerns or negotiate on issues such as terms and conditions. 

(S4W-18865) 
 

David Stewart (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): We recognise three 
unions PCS, Prospect and FDA, and actively encourage membership as part of our employment 
processes. We consult and negotiate with them jointly as the TUS (Trade Union Side) on concerns or 
issues such as staff terms and conditions.  

 
In addition we have a Parliamentary Staff Forum where staff members can raise issues on any 

general aspect of working in the Scottish Parliament; this is open to all staff. The Staff Forum is also 
used as a consultative forum by management on emerging policies and initiatives but does not have 
any negotiating role in relation to terms and conditions. All staff can also raise concerns about any 
issues, including terms and conditions, with the HR Office or their line manager. 

 
S4W-18866 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 

Corporate Body what information it has on what proportion of its staff were members of trades unions 
at the beginning of each session. 

(S4W-18866) 
 

David Stewart (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): We do not seek to 
monitor the proportion of staff that are members of trade unions.  

Trade union membership is considered to be sensitive personal data in terms of the provisions of the 
Data Protection Act (1998). As such, information on trade union membership must only be processed 
for the purpose for which processing is necessary. The Trade Unions and Labour Relations 



(Consolidation) Act 1992 requires the Scottish Parliament to hold data on employees’ trade union 
membership for the purpose of making deductions from pay for trade union subscriptions. Data 
relating to membership of trade unions is held only for this purpose, and not for the purpose of 
monitoring. 

 
S4W-18868 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 

Corporate Body what information it has on the proportion of its staff who are members of trades 
unions, also broken down by (a) office and (b) team. 

(S4W-18868) 
 

David Stewart (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): I refer the member to 
the answer to question S4W-18866. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

 
The following question received a holding answer: 
 
S4W-18870 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

