
Tuesday 8 October 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
houses it owns and, of these, how many (a) are unoccupied and (b) have been unoccupied for (i) less 
than a year, (ii) between one and two years, (iii) between two and five years, (iv) between five and 10 
years, (v) between 10 and 15 years and (vi) for more than 15 years, and what the average length of 
time is that they have been unoccupied. 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16274) 

Paul Wheelhouse: This information is not held centrally. However, there are two houses on the 
Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate (RPID) estate which are unoccupied. One is located at 
the Bull Stud and the other is on Shetland, and both have been unoccupied for around two years. The 
property at the Bull Stud has been vacant due to a reduction in staff on the farm, however, the future 
use of this property is currently under active consideration. The other property on Shetland has been 
used over many years to accommodate travelling RPID staff, however, work has been ongoing to 
upgrade the adjoining properties to provide multi-occupancy facilities and, as a result, one property is 
now surplus to requirements. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
of its dwelling houses are located on farms that it owns. 

 

Holding answer issued: 2 August 2013 (S4W-16275) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government and its agencies own a number of farms with dwelling 
houses on them and we are in the process of collating and updating that information. There are seven 
dwelling houses at Knocknagael and Balrobert farm. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
collates regarding the use of so-called zero-hours contracts. 

 

Holding answer issued: 2 October 2013 (S4W-17246) 

John Swinney: Employment law is a reserved matter and statistics on zero-hours contracts are 
currently produced by the UK Government using the Labour Force Survey.  Estimates for Scotland are 
not available due to the size of the sample. The Scottish Government welcomes the recent statement 
from the Director General of the Office for National Statistics which confirmed that “there is a clear 
need for better statistics” and outlined plans to enhance business surveys. The Scottish Government 
considers that this important work should be progressed quickly, and also provide improved Scotland-
specific information. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of potential future flooding in Comrie. 

 (S4W-17478) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 required the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) to undertake a national assessment of flood risk, to help 
identify the areas in Scotland most vulnerable to flooding. The first National Flood Risk Assessment 
was published in  2011 and shows that Comrie is situated in a potentially vulnerable area (PVA) i.e. an 
area where the potential impact of flooding is sufficient to justify further assessment and appraisal of 
flood risk management actions. The national flood risk assessment, including the individual PVA 
datasheets, can be found on the SEPA website at: 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/flooding/flood_risk_management/national_flood_risk_assessment.aspx. 

http://www.sepa.org.uk/flooding/flood_risk_management/national_flood_risk_assessment.aspx


The risk of flooding in Comrie, is from multiple sources including both the Ruchill Water and the 
River Earn, as well as a risk of surface water flooding. A detailed assessment of potential future 
flooding in Comrie has also been undertaken by Perth and Kinross Council, who are working in 
partnership with SEPA, Scottish Water and the other local authorities in the Tay Local Plan District 
(LPD) to consider what measures will be required to reduce flood risk across the whole of the LPD. 
This is part of the on-going development of flood risk management strategies and local flood risk 
management plans. 

This collaborative approach will allow the best combination of actions to reduce flood risk to be 
determined. Flood risk management strategies and local flood risk management plans will be at the 
heart of efforts to tackle flooding in Scotland and will explain what actions will be taken, by whom and 
at what time. This will help us to target investment in reducing impacts in areas most vulnerable to 
flooding 

Following the flood events in Comrie in August and November 2012, we worked with SEPA to 
expedite a new flood warning scheme for the Ruchill Water in Comrie. The scheme became 
operational on 28 January 2013 and residents, emergency responders and local elected members 
were kept informed of the developments by SEPA. To date, 181 people in Comrie have signed up for 
Flood Warnings from SEPA. This represents around 40% of properties at risk of flooding. SEPA are 
actively encouraging sign up in the area, and have hosted in drop-in sessions and participated in the 
Comrie Fayre earlier 2013. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether a site can be designated as a (a) site of special scientific interest and (b) special protection 
area without the approval of the Scottish Ministers. 

 (S4W-17482) 

Paul Wheelhouse: A site of special scientific interest can be notified without the approval of the 
Scottish Ministers. The power to notify such sites is conferred on Scottish Natural Heritage by the 
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. 

A special protection area under Directive 2009/147/EC (the Wild Birds Directive) must be approved 
by the Scottish Ministers in exercise of the duty to classify such sites as placed on them by 
Regulations 9A to 9C of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994. 

Governance and Communities 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much it has spent on ministerial cars since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 3 October 2013 (S4W-17301) 

John Swinney: The following table details the yearly cost of the government car service since 2007. 

Year Total cost £ (1) (2) 

2007-08 1,130,487 

2008-09 1,108,426 

2009-10 1,131,010 

2010-11 1,058,341 

2011-12 1,109,232 

2012-13 1,204,864 

Notes: 
1. Total costs include staff salaries, employer’s contributions, fuel, vehicle maintenance, private hire 
and travel and subsistence. 
2. The figures have been adjusted to take account of inflation since 2007-08. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what average number of weeks was taken to determine major planning applications in 
each local authority in the last year for which information is available. 

 (S4W-17474) 



Derek Mackay: For those cases submitted post August 2009 the average time taken to determine a 
major application in Scotland was 36.3 weeks (1 April 2012 to 31 March 2013). The overall decision 
time for all major applications including legacy cases was 61.1 weeks. Information on the average 
timescales taken to determine major planning applications by local authority are available at the 
following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications/planapps2013annual. 

The 2012-13 annual figures were published on 18 July 2013. 

The 2013-14 Quarter 1 figures were published on 2 October 2013 and are available at the following 
link: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications. 

Health and Social Care 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the findings of the recent survey by trade unions representing Care Inspectorate staff.  

 (S4W-17465) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government welcomes the constructive discussions taking place between 
the Care Inspectorate and trade unions to support staff during a period of organisational change and 
address concerns highlighted in the recent staff survey. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the bodies that merged to establish the Care Inspectorate did so successfully and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-17468) 

Alex Neil: The Care Inspectorate, as an executive non-departmental public body, operate within an 
agreed accountability and governance framework. This includes preparation of a corporate plan which 
is aligned with the Scottish Government’s National Performance Framework and approved by Scottish 
Ministers. This allows the Scottish Government to monitor delivery against priorities and enables the 
Care Inspectorate to report progress against agreed key performance indicators. 

Full details of the Care Inspectorate’s performance against key performance indicators is provided in 
its annual report. The 2011-12 annual report is available from SPICe and the Care Inspectorate 
website at: http://www.scswis.com. The 2012-13 annual report will be laid before Parliament by the 
end of 2013. 

The annual reports detail how the Care Inspectorate performed against: 
the three outcomes defined in its corporate plan for 2011 to 2014; 
the key objectives under each outcome; and 
the key performance Indicators associated with each outcomes. 
 
Regular monthly and quarterly reporting on progress against objectives, with a particular focus on 

Key Performance Indicators, provides robust monitoring of progress and allows the organisation to 
take action where necessary. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what training is 
provided to Care Inspectorate staff. 

 (S4W-17469) 

Alex Neil: The Care Inspectorate invests heavily in developing its workforce. Staff have a wide 
range of professional backgrounds, including trained social workers, nursing and care staff, medical 
staff, teachers, and those with a criminal justice and police background. All inspectors have achieved 
the Regulation of Care Award, an academic and practice-based qualification developed in conjunction 
with Anglia Ruskin University. 

Dedicated development time is built into inspector and other staff caseloads for learning and 
training, including during two discrete learning weeks. A staff coaching and mentoring scheme is also 
available to all staff. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications/planapps2013annual
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications
http://www.scswis.com/


An employee development team ensures inspection and support staff have access to continuous 
professional development, in line with the Care Inspectorate’s needs. Staff are also supported with 
relevant academic study or, where deemed necessary, advanced professional qualifications. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many staff have 
been employed by the Care Inspectorate in each of the last three years 

 (S4W-17470) 

Alex Neil: The Care Inspectorate was established on 1 April 2011. 571 staff were employed in 
2011-12. 631 staff were employed in 2012-13. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many Care 
Inspectorate inspections were carried out from 1 October 2012 to 31 March 2013 and how many there 
have been since 1 April 2013. 

 (S4W-17471) 

Alex Neil: The following table shows the numbers of inspections completed by the Care 
Inspectorate in 2011-12, 2012-13 and between 1 April 2013 and 31 August 2013. 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
(provisional) 

Period in which inspection was 
completed 

number % number % number 

1 April to 31 August 2,949 39.3% 2,877 32.5% 3301 

1 September to 30 September 615 8.2% 589 6.7%  

1 October to 31 March 3,940 52.5% 5,369 60.8%  

Total - 1 April to 31 March 7,504 100.0% 8,835 100.0%  

 

The number of inspections completed between 1 April 2013 and 31 August 2013 is not directly 
comparable with the number of inspections completed between 1 October 2012 and 31 March 2013 
as the former covers five months and the latter six months, and in previous years the Care 
Inspectorate has carried out a higher number of inspections in the second half of the year than in the 
first half. 

Learning and Justice 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason kinship carers were not invited to join the Carers Parliament in 2012.  

 ((S4W-17420) 

Aileen Campbell: The invitations to attend the Carers Parliament in 2012 were widely circulated 
throughout Scotland. Carers were invited to self-nominate from each geographical area. Thereafter 
the selection process to attend the Carers Parliament involved two delegates being selected from 
each of the 73 Scottish parliamentary constituencies to represent carers interests across Scotland. 
Kinship carers who also had caring responsibilities were eligible to attend. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it provides 
(a) pastoral care and (b) help with behavioural difficulties resulting from early years traumas for pupils 
in kinship care and what support it provides to help get parent/guardian consent for extracurricular 
activities. 

 (S4W-17407) 

Aileen Campbell: The issue of consent for extracurricular activities and the provision of pastoral 
care and help with behavioural difficulties for all pupils, including those in kinship care, is a matter for 
education authorities. 



Authorities are supported in delivering this through the Additional Support for Learning Act 2004 (as 
amended), and associated code of practice. This provides the framework for the provision of support 
to pupils who have additional support needs, including the need for pastoral care support and support 
for behavioural difficulties. Parents and Carers who care for pupils with additional support needs may 
benefit from the advice and information provided by Enquire, the national advice and information 
service for additional support for learning. 

In March 2013 we published Better Relationships, Better Learning, Better Behaviour, our updated 
policy on promoting positive relationships and behaviour in schools which emphasises the importance 
of whole school approaches and the responsibilities of all staff for identifying the care and wellbeing 
needs of all children and young people. 

Education Scotland’s Rights, Support and Wellbeing Team provides support and training to local 
authorities and schools in a range of whole school approaches to develop positive relationships and 
promote positive behaviour. For example, the approaches “Towards Social and Emotional Health and 
Wellbeing” and “Nurturing Approaches” include a variety of topics such as attachment, brain science, 
trauma, and barriers to a child's learning and development. There are also health and wellbeing 
curricular programmes available such as Creating Confident Kids to support children develop their 
own emotional and social health and wellbeing. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what services are 
available to support newborn babies with alcohol or drug withdrawal symptoms who (a) go home with 
their parents and (b) enter a kinship care placement. 

 (S4W-17408) 

Aileen Campbell: If the mother is already known to maternity or social care services, prior to 
delivery, then there will be pre-birth, multi-agency planning meetings. The outcome of these meetings 
would be to agree a care plan for both mother and baby post-delivery and subsequent follow up 
meetings will be scheduled. 

Many infants with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) require admission to a neonatal unit (NNU) 
for medication, observation and expert medical and nursing care. The length of hospital stay either in 
a neonatal unit or postnatal ward would be dependent upon the severity of NAS in each case. 

Whether the child goes home with a parent or a kinship carer, support will continue from a health 
visitor, paediatrician and allied health professions. They will work with parents/carers in assessing and 
planning the care for ongoing and arising health and developmental needs of babies and children 
affected by NAS once babies have been discharged from hospital. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what research 
has been carried out on the benefits of kinship care for children who cannot live with their birth 
parents; whether further research has been proposed, and how it will ensure that kinship care is (a) 
prioritised and (b) supported. 

 (S4W-17409) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has not carried out research in relation to the benefits 
of kinship care for children who cannot live with their birth parents although extensive international 
research has been conducted including the Mentor Foundation UK study, “EU Kinship Carers Project” 
and reviews of family group conferencing and the benefits of children remaining in the care of the 
wider family. 

Over the next two years, through a strategic funding partnership, the Scottish Government is funding 
Mentor Foundation UK to undertake work to look at breaking the inter-generational cycle of children 
being looked after receiving poorer outcomes. 

Kinship care continues to be a priority for the Scottish Government and the introduction of the 
kinship care order, as an addition to other options to secure permanence for children and young 
people will ensure that even more kinship families are being supported. 

 



Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on the benefits of kinship care. 

 (S4W-17410) 

Aileen Campbell: Since the publication of our strategy Getting it Right for Every Child in Kinship 
and Foster Care in December 2007, the Scottish Government has fully recognised the value and 
benefits of keeping children within the family unit, minimising disruption in the children’s lives and 
reinforcing the child’s sense of identity and self-esteem. In recognising the benefits of kinship care we 
have worked hard to ensure kinship carers are fully supported. To date we have: 

Legislated in 2009 to recognise kinship care for the first time. 

Provided significant funding to local authorities to support kinship carers; 

Funded Children 1
st
, Citizens Advice Scotland, Mentor UK and the Child Poverty Action Group to 

provide support to kinship families. 

To further improve on support to kinship families we are conducting a review of financial allowances 
to kinship carers with a view to tailoring support and tackling inconsistencies across Scotland. We are 
also, through the Children and Young People Bill, providing additional support to many more kinship 
carers and families who are in the early stages of distress. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it has on the average number of standard grade passes for pupils in kinship care in each of the last 
three years and how this compares with pupils (a) who live with their parents, (b) in foster care and (c) 
in residential care homes. 

 (S4W-17411) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government collects information on average tariff scores of looked 
after children (total points earned across different qualifications) but not standard grades specifically. 

The attached link to table 1.3 of the Scottish Government publication Education Outcomes for 
Scotland’s Looked After Children 2011-2012 provides information on the average tariff score of looked 
after children who left school by placement type. 

This information refers only to looked after children who left school during the academic year and 
spent the entire academic year in a single placement, therefore it covers only a small number of 
children. A link to the publication is attached. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/9231/downloads. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what research on kinship care arrangements it has funded in each of the last three years 
and whether it plans to fund future research on this. 

 (S4W-17413) 

Aileen Campbell: As part of the on-going funding to CHILDREN 1
st
 National Kinship Care service 

and Citizens Advice Scotland we continually seek the views of individual kinship carers, kinship carer 
groups and key stakeholders in respect of arrangements, resources and learning needs. 

In addition over the next two years, through strategic funding partnerships, the Scottish Government 
also funds the Mentor Foundation UK to undertake work to look at breaking the inter-generational 
cycle of children being looked after and having poorer outcomes. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has researched or will research whether there is a link between kinship care 
and the likelihood of developing (a) foetal alcohol and methadone syndromes, (b) separation anxiety 
and (c) attachment disorder. 

 (S4W-17414) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/9231/downloads


Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has not researched whether there is a link between 
kinship care and the likelihood of developing foetal alcohol and methadone syndromes as these both 
develop during pregnancy as a direct result of a mother drinking alcohol excessively or using 
methadone. 

The Scottish Government has also not researched separation anxiety and/or attachment disorder. 
However, we do recognise that some children within the care system may experience this at some 
point and that it is related to a child’s early life experiences and the impact of poor attachment from 
birth. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many informal kinship care placements under section 11 of the Children (Scotland) 
Act 1995 have been applied for in each of the last three years and how many permanence orders 
were granted. 

 (S4W-17415) 

Aileen Campbell: Information on the numbers of children living in informal kinship care placements 
under section 11 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 is not centrally held. 

The number of permanence orders granted in each of the last three years is: 

Number of permanence orders and permanence orders with authority to 
adopt issued each year from 2008-09 and 2011-12 

Year 2008- 
2009 

2009- 
2010 

2010- 
2011 

2011- 
2012* 

Number of Permanence 
Orders 
 

1 110 105 233 

Number of Permanence 
Orders 
With Authority to Adopt 

1 32 67 109 

Total Permanence Orders 2 142 172 342 
 

Notes: 
*This refers to the number of permanence orders granted between the 
1 August 2011 and 31 2012. 

 
 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it provides to kinship carers who provide informal care arrangements. 

 (S4W-17417) 

Aileen Campbell: Children in informal kinship care arrangements are not deemed to require formal 
supervision but may have other support needs. In recognition of those needs, the Kinship Care Order 
proposed through the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill aims to provide additional support, 
that will offer a more stable environment for children living in kinship families, who do not require 
regular supervision from the Children’s Hearings System or Social Work. 

In financial years 2012-13 and 2013-2014, we are providing funding of £446,109 to Children 1
st
 to 

deliver the Kinship Care National Training and Outreach Service and £305,700 to Citizens Advice 
Scotland to deliver a dedicated Kinship Care Advice and Information Service. 

We are providing Mentor UK with a two year Strategic Funding Partnership Grant of £175,000 to 
help break the inter-generational cycle of children becoming looked after and having poorer outcomes. 
Mentor UK were also funded by the Scottish Government to produce a resource guide for kinship 
carers. The guide, Kinship Care – children cared for by family and friends, aims to inform kinship 
carers and help them to have a better understanding of what is involved in taking on the care of a 
child, it also explains what support they may expect to receive. 

 



Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the responses of (a) support groups for kinship carers and (b) the Scottish Kinship Care 
Alliance to the kinship care orders proposed by the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill.  

 (S4W-17418) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has outlined its position on all the responses to the 
Children and Young People Bill proposals, including those on kinship care orders, in the Scottish 
Government response to “A Scotland for Children: A Consultation on a Children and Young People 
Bill”. 

You can see our response by following this link: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-
People/legislation/consultation-2012/stakeholders. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason kinship care was not included in its 2010-2015 carers strategy. 

 (S4W-17419) 

Aileen Campbell: The Carers Strategy published in 2010 acknowledges kinship in the following 
ways: 

“support for people who are kinship carers through the carers’ route should always be considered if 
appropriate.” 

that kinship carers are different from carers in that they are the family and friends of young people 
who are in the care system or are at risk of coming into the care system. A kinship carer can also be a 
carer if, for example, the child they are caring for has a disability and/or if the kinship carer is also 
caring for their partner, parent or someone else. 

that kinship carers should be supported if they have caring responsibilities as well as kinship caring 
responsibilities. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason it has not published the response by the New Fossils, East Glasgow Kinship Care support 
group to the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill.  

 (S4W-17421) 

Aileen Campbell: The New Fossils, East Glasgow Kinship Care support group did not formally 
submit a response to the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill Consultation which closed on 25 
September 2012. 

They did however, send an email on 15 October 2012 outlining their views on the proposals in the 
Bill. An official reply to this email was issued to the group on 23 November 2012. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on the support of kinship carers for the Children 1st Kinship Care project.  

 (S4W-17422) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government funded Kinship Care National Training and Outreach 
Service delivered by Children 1

st
 is the first service of its kind in Scotland which builds the capacity of 

carers and their communities to help each other. 

Providing regular support and information to over 509 kinship carers and 42 groups across Scotland 
the service has helped to create new peer support groups and given voice to carers. 

Children 1
st
 carried out a service user survey between 16 May and 13 June 2013. The results of this 

survey can be found at the attached link. 
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/162911/july-newsletter.pdf. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/legislation/consultation-2012/stakeholders
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/legislation/consultation-2012/stakeholders
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/162911/july-newsletter.pdf


Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
meetings it has had with (a) Children 1st and (b) kinship care support groups since April 2011. 

 (S4W-17423) 

Aileen Campbell: Since April 2011, the Scottish Government has met with Children 1
st
 and kinship 

care support groups on many occasions to discuss a variety of kinship care issues.  These meetings 
are in addition to our extensive consultation on the proposals set out in the Children and Young 
People (Scotland) Bill. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many meetings it has had with organisations regarding kinship care since April 2011, broken down by 
group.  

 (S4W-17424) 

Aileen Campbell: Since April 2011 the Scottish Government has met with Children 1
st
, Citizens 

Advice Scotland, Mentor UK, the Child Poverty Action Group, Children in Scotland and kinship care 
groups such as the South West Kinship Care Group, Grandparents Parenting Again, Kinsfolk Carers 
and the Scottish Kinship Care Alliance, on many occasions to discuss a variety of kinship care issues. 

These meetings are in addition to our extensive consultation on the proposals set out in the Children 
and Young People (Scotland) Bill. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it takes account of the views and experiences of (a) kinship carers and (b) children with (i) formal, (ii) 
informal and (iii) other kinship care arrangements or who are subject to (A) residence and (B) 
supervision orders and, if so, how it does this and since when.  

 (S4W-17426) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government has regularly sought the views and experiences of all 
kinship carers and children living in kinship care arrangements whether formally through a supervision 
order or informally, including through a residence order. 

In seeking the views and experiences of kinship carers, the Scottish Government has engaged 
regularly with kinship carers from across Scotland, including groups such as the Scottish Kinship Care 
Alliance. To seek the views of children and young people, including those in a range of care 
arrangements we have engaged with organisations that have expertise in working with children and 
young people, such as Children 1st, Who Cares, Through Care and Aftercare Forum, Children’s 
Parliament, Scottish Youth Parliament, Young Scot and others. 

 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
work it has carried out in the last three years to establish and consolidate links with groups, charities 
and other non-governmental bodies that have specialist knowledge and skills in kinship care 
arrangements. 

 (S4W-17427) 

Aileen Campbell: Since April 2011, the Scottish Government has funded Children 1
st
, Citizens 

Advice Scotland and Mentor UK to provide support to kinship carers. Funding these organisations has 
led to us regularly engaging with individual kinship carers and kinship care groups such as the South 
West Kinship Care Group, Grandparents Parenting Again, Kinsfolk Carers and the Scottish Kinship 
Care Alliance, on a variety of kinship care issues. The Scottish Government has also engaged with 
other key third sector organisations such as Child Poverty Action Group and Children in Scotland. 

These meetings are in addition to our extensive consultation on the proposals set out in the Children 
and Young People (Scotland) Bill. 

 



Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to review the needs of children in kinship care and their carers and what recent work it has 
carried out on this.   

 (S4W-17436) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government, through the organisations we fund such as Children 
1

st
, Citizens Advice Scotland and Mentor UK, will continue to review the needs of children in kinship 

care. We will also continue to engage with individual kinship carers and kinship care groups such as 
the Scottish Kinship Care Alliance, Kinsfolk Carers and Grandparents Parenting Again. 

We have just recently completed an extensive engagement period with kinship carers, kinship care 
groups and other key stakeholders, such as those mentioned above during the consultation of the 
Children and Young People Bill. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
so-called Munby judgement (R v Manchester Council, ex parte L and others, and ex parte R and 
others), has had on its approach on differences between how foster and kinship carers are treated. 

 (S4W-17438) 

Aileen Campbell: The Munby judgment is an English case relating to a particular local authority’s 
policy on the payment of foster carers and the interpretation of English legislation and so therefore it 
does not have any direct impact in Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how many carers with (a) formal and (b) informal care arrangements receive  financial support 
packages from their local authority. 

 (S4W-17439) 

Aileen Campbell: At 31 July 2012 there were 4,076 children living in formal kinship care 
arrangements in Scotland. All carers of children in formal kinship care arrangements are entitled to 
receive financial support from their local authority. 

Information on the number of carers of children living in informal care arrangements who receive 
financial support from their local authority is not centrally held. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
cost has been of keeping a child in (a) residential, (b) foster and (c) kinship care in each of the last 
three years and what research it has carried out on the cost differentials. 

 (S4W-17441) 

Aileen Campbell: Information on what the average cost has been of keeping a child in (a) 
residential, (b) foster and (c) kinship care in each of the last three years is not centrally held and no 
research has been carried out on cost differentials. 

The data that we collect from local authorities on looked after children is about demographic 
information and not the cost of keeping a child in care. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its average 
annual expenditure will be for (a) formal and (b) informal kinship care placements if kinship care 
orders are introduced and what information it has on what the cost will be for local authorities. 

 (S4W-17442) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government does not pay for care placements directly but supports 
local authorities through block grant funding. 

Table 28 of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill Financial Memorandum sets out what the 
Scottish Government estimates that local authorities will spend on formal care following the 
introduction of the proposed kinship care order. 



http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/62233.aspx. 

The estimated cost of specific new support to informal kinship carers in possession of a Kinship 
Care Order from 2015-16 is set out in table 32 of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 
Financial Memorandum. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on whether children in kinship care have comparable needs to those in foster or residential care. 

 (S4W-17444) 

Aileen Campbell: Children in formal kinship care arrangements are deemed by the Children’s 
Hearings System to have needs which require them to be placed under a compulsory supervision 
order. 

Children in informal kinship care arrangements are not deemed to require formal supervision but 
may have other support needs. 

The Kinship Care Order proposed through the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill aims to 
provide additional support, that will offer a more stable environment for children living in kinship 
families, who do not require regular supervision from the Children’s Hearings System or Social Work. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether children 
in kinship and foster care have the same access to (a) housing benefit, (b) carers respite, (c) 
psychological services and (d) educational services. 

 (S4W-17447) 

Aileen Campbell: Children and carers in kinship and foster care have the following access to 
service: 

Both kinship and foster care allowances are fully disregarded as income for housing benefit. 

The Scottish Government is providing over £13 million for short breaks (respite) between 2010-15 to 
be channelled through the voluntary sector. We know that organisations supporting Kinship Carers 
such as Children 1

st
 and Geeza Break have benefitted from this fund. 

Access to child and adolescent mental health services is available to all children and young people 
equally and is assessed on their clinical needs.  

The Education (Additional Support for Learning) Act 2009 places education authorities under a duty 
to identify, meet and review the additional support needs of all children and young people for whose 
education they are responsible. The Act automatically deems all children and young people who are 
looked after to have additional support needs, unless the authority determine that they do not require 
additional support to benefit from their school education. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many play parks there have been in each year since 1999, broken down by 
local authority. 

 (S4W-17459) 

Aileen Campbell: This information is not held centrally. 

The Scottish Government launched the national Play Strategy in June 2013. The strategy 
recognises that play is a fundamental part of childhood, taking place within the home from birth, 
through formal and informal learning, and in community settings through the use of public spaces and 
services. 

The Scottish Government wants Scotland to be the best place to grow up. A nation which values 
play as a life enhancing daily experience for all our children and young people; in their homes, 
nurseries, schools and communities. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/62233.aspx


Strategy and External Affairs 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the First Minister last met the Australian High Commissioner and what was 
discussed. 

 (S4W-17521) 

Humza Yousaf: The First Minister has not met with the Australian High Commissioner. The Cabinet 
Secretary for Culture and External Affairs met with the Australian Deputy High Commissioner on 20 
November 2012. A number of issues were discussed including: 

The Scottish 10 digital scanning of the Sydney Opera House; 

The forthcoming return of the clipper, the City of Adelaide, to the city of Adelaide and; 

The 2014 year of homecoming. 

Transport Scotland 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-16847 by Keith Brown on 23 September 2013, what cycling 
projects it has supported in each of the other regional transport partnership areas and how much 
funding it has provided for these in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-17350) 

Keith Brown: The following grants have been made to local authorities within regional transport 
partnerships (RTPs) under the Cycling Walking Safer Streets programme: 

Grant £millions 2007-8 2008-9 2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

RTP 
Total 

Aberdeen City  0.365 0.365 0.365 0.365 0.307 0.252  

Aberdeenshire  0.412 0.412 0.412 0.412 0.350 0.286  

NESTRANS Total 0.777 0.777 0.777 0.777 0.657 0.538 4.797 

Argyll and Bute 0.163 0.163 0.163 0.163 0.129 0.104  

Eilean Siar 0.045 0.045 0.045 0.045 0.038 0.030  

Highland 0.374 0.374 0.374 0.374 0.317 0.258  

Moray 0.154 0.154 0.154 0.154 0.126 0.102  

Orkney 0.034 0.034 0.034 0.034 0.029 0.023  

HITRANS Total 0.770 0.770 0.770 0.770 0.639 0.517 4.711 

Angus 0.191 0.191 0.191 0.191 0.158 0.129  

Dundee City 0.249 0.249 0.249 0.249 0.206 0.168  

Perth and Kinross 0.247 0.247 0.247 0.247 0.209 0.172  

Stirling 0.160 0.160 0.160 0.160 0.127 0.104  

TACTRAN Total 0.847 0.847 0.847 0.847 0.700 0.573 5.187 

City of Edinburgh 0.818 0.818 0.818 0.818 0.686 0.565  

Clackmannanshir
e 

0.086 0.086 0.086 0.086 0.073 0.059  

East Lothian 0.170 0.170 0.170 0.170 0.139 0.113  

Falkirk 0.267 0.267 0.267 0.267 0.219 0.178  

Fife 0.639 0.639 0.639 0.639 0.522 0.424  

Midlothian 0.149 0.149 0.149 0.149 0.116 0.094  

Scottish Borders 0.196 0.196 0.196 0.196 0.162 0.131  

West Lothian 0.303 0.303 0.303 0.303 0.246 0.200  

SESTRAN Total 2.628 2.628 2.628 2.628 2.163 1.764 16.062 

Grant £millions 2007-8 2008-9 2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

RTP 
Total 

East Ayrshire 0.212 0.212 0.212 0.212 0.173 0.140  

East 
Dunbartonshire 

0.191 0.191 0.191 0.191 0.150 0.122  

East Renfrewshire 0.165 0.165 0.165 0.165 0.128 0.104  

Glasgow City 1.021 1.021 1.021 1.021 0.845 0.689  



Grant £millions 2007-8 2008-9 2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

RTP 
Total 

Inverclyde 0.146 0.146 0.146 0.146 0.115 0.093  

North Ayrshire 0.241 0.241 0.241 0.241 0.195 0.157  

North Lanarkshire 0.579 0.579 0.579 0.579 0.468 0.379  

Renfrewshire 0.304 0.304 0.304 0.304 0.244 0.198  

South Ayrshire 0.199 0.199 0.199 0.199 0.160 0.130  

South Lanarkshire 0.544 0.544 0.544 0.544 0.446 0.362  

West 
Dunbartonshire 

0.164 0.164 0.164 0.164 0.130 0.105  

SPT Total 3.766 3.766 3.766 3.766 3.054 2.479 22.874 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

0.262 0.262 0.262 0.262 0.213 0.172  

SWESTRANS Total 0.262 0.262 0.262 0.262 0.213 0.172 1.591 

Shetland 0.040 0.040 0.040 0.040 0.032 0.026  

ZETTRANS Total 0.040 0.040 0.040 0.040 0.032 0.026 0.242 

TOTAL 9.090 9.090 9.090 9.090 7.458 6.069 55.464 

 

Total Sustrans Scotland funding (broken down by programme and area over page): 

Grant £millions 2008-9 2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-
13 

Total 

Sustrans Scotland projects 2.782 1.817 2.001 3.970 5.788 16.358 

 

Details of the individual projects funded would be held by the relevant local authority. 

The Highlands and Islands Transport Partnership (HITRANS) is the statutory regional transport 
partnership covering Eilean Siar (Western Isles), Orkney, Highland, Moray and most of the Argyll and 
Bute area (Helensburgh and Lomond is covered by SPT). These figures include Helensburgh and 
Lomond within Argyll and Bute Council as it is not possible to separate these projects. 

The SPT area comprises of the following council areas: East Dunbartonshire, East Ayrshire, East 
Renfrewshire, Glasgow City, Inverclyde, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, South 
Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, West Dunbartonshire and the Helensburgh and Lomond area of Argyll 
and Bute. These figures omit the Helensburgh and Lomond area of Argyll and Bute. 

Scottish Government funded Sustrans Scotland to deliver the following projects: 

Year 2008-09      

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 
(match 

funded 50% 
with Local 

Authorities) 

School 
Travel soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

(match funded 
50% with 

Local 
Authorities) 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 
awarded 

Total 

Aberdeen City 
Council 
 

£40,000.00 £11,000.00     £51,000.00 

Aberdeenshire 
 

£40,000.00 £6,170.00 £120,000.00   £166,170.00 

Angus Council   £9,681.00 £75,000.00   £84,681.00 

Argyll and Bute 
Council 

£100,000.00 £10,500.00 £150,000.00 £23,500.00 £284,000.00 

British Waterways 
Scotland 

    £87,500.00   £87,500.00 

Changing Pace   £17,680.00     £17,680.00 

City of Edinburgh £30,000.00 £18,474.00 £100,000.00   £148,474.00 



Year 2008-09      

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 
(match 

funded 50% 
with Local 

Authorities) 

School 
Travel soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

(match funded 
50% with 

Local 
Authorities) 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 
awarded 

Total 

Council 

Clackmannanshire 
Council 

  £10,920.00 £57,500.00   £68,420.00 

Dumfries and 
Galloway Council 

£40,000.00 £14,100.00 £150,000.00 £6,002.00 £210,102.00 

Dundee City Council £40,000.00 £8,000.00   £7,000.00 £55,000.00 

East Ayrshire 
Council 

  £2,500.00     £2,500.00 

East Dunbartonshire 
Council 

£40,000.00 £9,400.00 £88,450.00   £137,850.00 

East Lothian Council   £2,180.00 £7,500.00   £9,680.00 

East Renfrewshire 
Council 

£25,000.00 £5,250.00     £30,250.00 

Edinburgh 
Greenspace Trust 

  £10,897.40 £5,000.00   £15,897.40 

Falkirk £40,165.00 £17,263.48     £57,428.48 

Fife Council £100,000.00 £15,603.00 £162,500.00 £10,439.64 £288,542.64 

Glasgow £45,000.00 £7,474.00 £70,000.00 £93,000.00 £215,474.00 

Highland Council £40,000.00 £8,474.50   £7,240.00 £55,714.50 

Inverclyde Council   £12,000.00     £12,000.00 

Northern STC 
Partnership 

  £10,000.00     £10,000.00 

Scottish Borders 
Council 

  £10,702.00 £20,000.00   £30,702.00 

Living Streets         £0.00 

Midlothian   £10,998.00 £27,000.00   £37,998.00 

Moray Council £100,000.00 £18,000.00 £15,000.00   £133,000.00 

North Ayrshire   £12,600.00 £12,500.00   £25,100.00 

North Lanarkshire £60,000.00 £10,000.00     £70,000.00 

Orkney Islands 
Council 

£47,000.00 £10,800.00     £57,800.00 

Perth and Kinross 
Council 

£40,000.00 £18,000.00   £16,952.00 £74,952.00 

Renfrewshire 
Council 

  £8,484.00 £7,500.00   £15,984.00 

Shetland Council £12,025.00 £11,400.00     £23,425.00 

South Ayrshire £11,500.00 £6,000.00 £25,000.00   £42,500.00 

South Lanarkshire 
Council 

£40,000.00 £10,000.00     £50,000.00 

Stirling Council £15,000.00 £11,000.00 £66,500.00   £92,500.00 

TACTRAN     £25,000.00   £25,000.00 

West 
Dunbartonshire 
Council 

£20,000.00 £10,700.00     £30,700.00 

West Lothian 
Council 

£40,000.00 £11,000.00     £51,000.00 

Western Isles   £0.00 £12,500.00   £12,500.00 

            

Subtotal £965,690.00 £367,251.38 £1,284,450.00 £164,133.64 £2,781,525.02 



Year 2008-09      

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 
(match 

funded 50% 
with Local 

Authorities) 

School 
Travel soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

(match funded 
50% with 

Local 
Authorities) 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 
awarded 

Total 

Year 2009-10      

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 

School 
Travel soft 
measures 

Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 

awarded 

Total 

Aberdeen City 
Council 

  £9,500.00   £22,450.00 £31,950.00 

Aberdeenshire   £6,000.00     £6,000.00 

Angus Council   £2,700.00     £2,700.00 

Argyll and Bute 
Council 

£46,000.00     £13,000.00 £59,000.00 

British Waterways 
Scotland 

        £0.00 

Changing Pace   £6,000.00     £6,000.00 

City of Edinburgh 
Council 

£40,000.00 £6,000.00 £34,616.00 £85,950.00 £166,566.00 

Clackmannanshire 
Council 

    £35,100.00   £35,100.00 

Dumfries and 
Galloway Council 

  £6,000.00   £1,800.00 £7,800.00 

Dundee City Council       £6,000.00 £6,000.00 

East Ayrshire 
Council 

        £0.00 

East Dunbartonshire 
Council 

  £13,900.00     £13,900.00 

East Lothian Council £20,000.00 £2,500.00 £6,500.00 £9,000.00 £38,000.00 

East Renfrewshire 
Council 

  £8,750.00     £8,750.00 

Edinburgh 
Greenspace Trust 

  £6,000.00     £6,000.00 

Falkirk £55,000.00 £3,750.00   £9,000.00 £67,750.00 

Fife Council £85,100.00 £9,000.00 £65,200.00 £18,800.00 £178,100.00 

Forestry 
Commission 

    £20,000.00   £20,000.00 

Glasgow £45,000.00 £6,000.00   £34,000.00 £85,000.00 

Highland Council   £6,000.00     £6,000.00 

Inverclyde Council   £6,000.00     £6,000.00 

Northern STC 
Partnership 

        £0.00 

Scottish Borders 
Council 

  £8,000.00     £8,000.00 

Living Streets         £0.00 

Midlothian   £7,100.00     £7,100.00 

Moray Council £55,000.00 £8,000.00     £63,000.00 

North Ayrshire   £12,100.00   £29,000.00 £41,100.00 

North Lanarkshire £50,000.00 £6,500.00   £16,000.00 £72,500.00 

Orkney Islands 
Council 

  £12,200.00     £12,200.00 



Year 2008-09      

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 
(match 

funded 50% 
with Local 

Authorities) 

School 
Travel soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

(match funded 
50% with 

Local 
Authorities) 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 
awarded 

Total 

Perth and Kinross 
Council 

£50,000.00 £6,000.00 £30,000.00 £52,000.00 £138,000.00 

Renfrewshire 
Council 

£10,000.00 £11,000.00   £5,000.00 £26,000.00 

Scot Borders     £188,150.00   £188,150.00 

Shetland Council   £6,000.00     £6,000.00 

South Ayrshire   £10,000.00 £79,060.00 £7,500.00 £96,560.00 

South Lanarkshire 
Council 

£35,000.00 £29,000.00 £150,000.00 £12,500.00 £226,500.00 

Stirling Council £45,000.00 £5,000.00   £8,500.00 £58,500.00 

TACTRAN         £0.00 

West 
Dunbartonshire 
Council 

    £65,100.00   £65,100.00 

West Lothian 
Council 

    £32,250.00 £18,750.00 £51,000.00 

Western Isles       £7,000.00 £7,000.00 

       

Subtotal £536,100.00 £219,000.00 £705,976.00 £356,250.00 £1,817,326.00 

 

Year 2010-11       

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 

School 
Travel 

soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 
awarded 

Short Link 
Projects 
(match 
funded 

50% with 
Local 

Authorities 
) 

Total 

Aberdeen City 
Council £1,289.00  £0.00 £6,000.00  £7,289 

Aberdeenshire £1,800.00 £5,000.00 £166,900.00 £5,611.00 £53,053.00 £232,364 

Angus Council £1,165.00  £77,225.00   £78,390 

Argyll and Bute 
Council  £792.00 £0.00 £12,084 £162,189 £175,065 

British Waterways 
Scotland   £257,834.00   £257,834 

Changing Pace       

City of Edinburgh 
Council £16,120.00 £7,200.00 £62,868.00 £9,928.00 £196,107 £292,223 

Clackmannanshir
e Council   £182,058.00  £80,176.00 £262,234 

Dumfries and 
Galloway Council £4,445.00  £46,625.00 £652.00  £51,722 

Dundee City 
Council £13,920.00 £2,529.00   £35,050.00 £51,499 

East Ayrshire 
Council  £3,522.00    £3,522 



Year 2010-11       

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 

School 
Travel 

soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 
awarded 

Short Link 
Projects 
(match 
funded 

50% with 
Local 

Authorities 
) 

Total 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Council £9,580.00    £2,125.00 £11,705 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Cycle Co-
operative £5,063.00     £5,063 

East Lothian 
Council  £3,708.00 £21,763.00   £25,471 

East 
Renfrewshire 
Council    £4,800.00 £35,400.00 £40,200 

Falkirk  £11,553.00   £16,254 £12,285.00 £40,092 

Helix Project 
Falkirk     £306,967 £306,967 

Fife Council £7,500.00   £56,806 £262,425 £326,731 

Forestry 
Commission       

Glasgow £5,852.00   £17,070  £22,922 

Highland Council £900.00    £70,813.00 £71,713 

Highland 
Perthshire Cycling £5,590.00     £5,590 

Inverclyde 
Council £900.00   £9,400.00 £13,787.00 £24,087 

Northern STC 
Partnership       

Scottish Borders 
Council       

Living Streets       

Midlothian £5,597.00 £1,000.00 £115,579.00 £2,668.00 £9,635.00 £134,479 

Moray Council £10,654.00 £6,317.00   £129,300 £146,271 

North Ayrshire 
£8,008.00   £6,427.00 

£163,275.0
0 £177,710 

North Lanarkshire £7,783.00   £10,000 £71,737.00 £89,520 

Outward Bound 
Trust  £4,790.00    £4,790 

Orkney Islands 
Council £2,994.00     £2,994 

Perth and Kinross 
Council £1,091.00 £3,500.00 £41,451.00 £4,933.00 £81,469.00 £132,444 

Renfrewshire 
Council £9,999.00   

£10,000.0
0 £12,825.00 £32,824 

Scot Borders £13,830.00  £101,675.00   £115,505 

Shetland Council 
£3,500.00 £1,644.00  

£14,665.0
0 £2,638.00 £22,447 

South Ayrshire £10,822.00 £1,999.00   £128,300 £141,121 

South Lanarkshire 
Council   £101,993.00  £66,375.00 £168,368 

Stirling Council £1,720.00 £1,937.00 £167,051.00 £3,000.00 £41,593.00 £215,301 

TACTRAN       



Year 2010-11       

Local 
Authority/Partner 

School 
Travel Hard 

measure 
Funding 
awarded 

School 
Travel 

soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Development 

Funding 
awarded 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 
awarded 

Short Link 
Projects 
(match 
funded 

50% with 
Local 

Authorities 
) 

Total 

West 
Dunbartonshire 
Council £2,450.00  £30,750.00 £506.00 £63,650.00 £97,356 

West Lothian 
Council   £155,067.00   £155,067 

Western Isles       

ibike (various 
locations in Perth 
and Edinburgh)    

£45,210.0
0  £45,210 

Subtotal £164,125 £43,938 £1,528,839 £236,014 £2,001,174 £3,974,090 

 

Year 2011-
12 

Local 
Authority 
Partners 

School 
Travel soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Developm

ent 
Funding 
awarded 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 

awarded 

Community 
Links 

Projects 

Street 
Design 
(Elgin & 

Kirkcaldy) 

Total 

Aberdeen 
City Council 

£1,910   £30,695.00 £21,551.76   £54,156.76 

Aberdeenshi
re 

    £15,270.00 £30,000.00   £45,270.00 

Angus 
Council 

    £7,200     £7,200.00 

Argyll and 
Bute Council 

  £70,000 £5,312.40 £168,300.00   £243,612.40 

Scot Canals   £192,000.   £118,505.00   £310,505.00 

City of 
Edinburgh 
Council 

    £16,527.00 £424,704.75   £441,231.75 

Clackmanna
nshire 
Council 

      £145,000.00   £145,000.00 

Dumfries 
and 
Galloway 
Council 

    £1,350.00 £42,138.67   £43,488.67 

Dundee City 
Council 

    £21,364.00     £21,364.00 

East 
Ayrshire 
Council 

£1,170.85   £20,825.00     £21,995.85 

East 
Dunbartonsh
ire Council 

    £1,466.00 £15,115.00   £16,581.00 

East Lothian 
Council 

£7,977.08   £5,500.00 £14,860.24   £28,337.32 

East 
Renfrewshir
e Council 

£6,556.00     £132,500   £139,056.00 

Falkirk      £5,165.00 £19,134.95   £24,299.95 

Helix Project       £7,500.00   £7,500.00 



Year 2011-
12 

Local 
Authority 
Partners 

School 
Travel soft 
measures 
Funding 
awarded 

NCN 
Developm

ent 
Funding 
awarded 

Cycle 
parking 
funding 

awarded 

Community 
Links 

Projects 

Street 
Design 
(Elgin & 

Kirkcaldy) 

Total 

Falkirk 

Fife Council         £154,857 £154,857.00 

Forestry 
Comission 

            

Glasgow     £1,902.00 £110,000   £111,902.00 

Highland 
Council 

£1,952.50 £700,000. £6,754.00 £119,000   £827,706.50 

Highland 
Perthshire 
Cycling 

£9,910.00         £9,910.00 

Inverclyde 
Council 

    £5,815.00     £5,815.00 

Midlothian £3,806.27   £1,379.00 £109,672.00   £114,857.27 

Moray 
Council 

£3,025.00   £16,122.00 £68,115.04 £137,253 £224,515.04 

North 
Ayrshire 

£3,800.00   £2,592.60 £117,500.00   £123,892.60 

North 
Lanarkshire 

£2,000.00   £4,000.00     £6,000.00 

Orkney 
Islands 
Council 

£4,370.00         £4,370.00 

Perth and 
Kinross 
Council 

    £2,989.00 £48,000.00   £50,989.00 

Renfrewshir
e Council 

    £10,000.00 £24,000.00   £34,000.00 

Scot Borders     £2,100.00 £2,480.00   £4,580.00 

Shetland 
Council 

£3,000.00         £3,000.00 

South 
Ayrshire 

      £58,116.36   £58,116.36 

South 
Lanarkshire 
Council 

    £4,991.50 £121,716.00   £126,707.50 

Stirling 
Council 

£992.98 £369,920.
00 

      £370,912.98 

West 
Dunbartonsh
ire Council 

    £3,441.00 £50,051.00   £53,492.00 

West Lothian 
Council 

      £134,978.13   £134,978.13 

Western 
Isles 

            

              

Subtotal £50,470.68 £1,331,920 £192,760.50 £2,102,938.90 £292,110 £3,970,200.08 

 

Year 2012-13 
Local Authority 

Partners 

NCN 
Development 

Funding awarded 

Cycle parking 
funding awarded 

Community Links 
Projects 

Total 

Aberdeen City 
Council 

  £5,484.35 £95,962.00 £101,446.35 



Year 2012-13 
Local Authority 

Partners 

NCN 
Development 

Funding awarded 

Cycle parking 
funding awarded 

Community Links 
Projects 

Total 

Aberdeenshire     £163,500.00 £163,500.00 

Angus Council   £9,150.00   £9,150.00 

Argyll and Bute 
Council 

£280,000.00 £11,147.00 £120,848.00 £411,995.00 

Scot Canals         

CSFT     £110,419.00 £110,419.00 

City of Edinburgh 
Council 

£100,000.00   £826,679.00 £926,679.00 

Clackmannanshire 
Council 

    £40,000.00 £40,000.00 

Dumfries and 
Galloway Council 

  £585.00 £67,940.00 £68,525.00 

Dundee City 
Council 

    £495,000.00 £495,000.00 

East Ayrshire 
Council 

  £8,000.00   £8,000.00 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Council 

  £3,227.80 £167,700.00 £170,927.80 

East Lothian 
Council 

  £12,362.00 £29,886.00 £42,248.00 

East Renfrewshire 
Council 

  £2,538.00 £22,982.00 £25,520.00 

Falkirk    £2,000.00   £2,000.00 

Fife Council   £14,154.62 £247,229.00 £261,383.62 

Forestry 
Comission 

        

Glasgow   £26,419.00 £1,601,719.00 £1,628,138.00 

Highland Council £400,000.00 £28,435.00 £21,839.00 £450,274.00 

Inverclyde Council         

Midlothian   £1,850.00 £46,450.00 £48,300.00 

Moray Council     £48,564.00 £48,564.00 

North Ayrshire   £3,301.00 £280,000.00 £283,301.00 

North Lanarkshire   £10,000.00   £10,000.00 

Orkney Islands 
Council 

        

Perth and Kinross 
Council 

    £170,500.00 £170,500.00 

Renfrewshire 
Council 

  £20,750.00 £15,000.00 £35,750.00 

Scot Borders     £62,500.00 £62,500.00 

Scot Canals     £265,740.00 £265,740.00 

Shetland Council         

South Ayrshire     £19,731.00 £19,731.00 

South Lanarkshire 
Council 

£100,000.00 £3,500.00 £140,336.00 £243,836.00 

Stirling Council   £4,499.99 £244,409.00 £248,908.99 

Transform 
Scotland 

    £50,000.00 £50,000.00 

West 
Dunbartonshire 
Council 

  £567.00 £83,373.00 £83,940.00 

West Lothian 
Council 

    £130,303.00 £130,303.00 

Western Isles   £950.00 £50,710.00 £51,660.00 



Year 2012-13 
Local Authority 

Partners 

NCN 
Development 

Funding awarded 

Cycle parking 
funding awarded 

Community Links 
Projects 

Total 

Subtotal £880,000.00 £168,920.76 £5,619,319.00 £6,668,239.76 

 

The information for 2007-8 is not readily available in this format. 

Scottish Government has also funded Cycling Scotland to deliver the following projects  

2007   

Project NESTRANS Total £ Scotland Total £ 

Cycle to School Campaign 4,330 16,489.50 

2008   

Cycle to School Campaign 
(Aberdeenshire) 

30,202  102,000 

Cycling Action Plan for Scotland 1,844  182,736 

Community Cycling Innovation 
Fund for Scotland 

 49,817 

Cycle Trainer and Cycle Trainer 
Assistant Courses costs 

2,100  20,353 

TOTAL 34,146  354,906 

 

2009   

Give Me Cycle Space 27,044  180,000 

Cycle Friendly and Sustainable 
Community Grant 4,670  19,205 

Cycle Trainer and Cycle Trainer 
Assistant Courses costs   15,719 

Cycle Friendly Employer Grants   10,282 

TOTAL 31,714  225,206 

 

2010   

Bikeability Scotland Grant Fund  61,544 

Cycle Trainer and Cycle Trainer 
Assistant Courses costs 

 
40,000 

Cycle Friendly Communities 
Fund 

 
148,593 

Give Me Cycle Space  180,000 

Cycle Friendly Employer Grants  13,564 

TOTAL Nil 443,701 

 

2011   

Bikeability Scotland grant 
(Aberdeen City) 1,440  171,084 

Cycle Trainer, Cycle Trainer 
Assistant and Cycle Patrol 
Instructor Courses costs 1,725  38,549 

Cycle Friendly Employer 
workplace grant (Aberdeen City)  549  14,543 

Give Me Cycle Space 21,844  256,000 

Bikeability Scotland resources 
(2010-11 school year) 5,716  36,595 

TOTAL 31,274  516,771 

 

2012   

Give Me Cycle Space 84,416  729,000 

Cycle Friendly and Sustainable 6,000  84,668 



Community Grant 

Cycle Trainer and Cycle Trainer 
Assistant Courses costs 1,800  38,549 

Bikeability Scotland resources 
(2011-12 school year) 4,087  95,934 

Bikeability Scotland Grant Fund   £50,010 

TOTAL 96,303  998,161 

 

2013   

Give Me Cycle Space 65,563 175,000 

Bikeability Scotland resources 
(2012-13 school year) 4,859 17,950 

Bikeability Scotland Support 
Plus grant (for 2012-13, 
Aberdeen City) 9,405  

Bikeability Scotland Support 
Plus grant (for 2012-13, 
Aberdeenshire) 20,000 146,888 

Bikeability Scotland Support 
Plus grant (for 2013-14, 
Aberdeenshire) 20,000  

Bikeability Scotland Support 
Plus grant (for 2013-14, 
Aberdeen City) 35,000 303,843 

Cycle Trainer and Cycle Trainer 
Assistant Courses costs 450 14,984 

TOTAL  155,277  658,665 

 

It has not been possible to separate the other RTPs. 

Note that Cycling Scotland assumed responsibility for children’s cycle training from October 2010. 
Prior to that, Road Safety Scotland has supplied resources for the Scottish Cycle Training Scheme 
until it was handed over to Cycling Scotland during 2010-11. Since 2007, Road Safety Scotland 
provided road safety educational and campaign resources to all local authorities in the amounts below. 
It is not possible to break down these by regional transport partnership areas so these figures relate to 
the whole of Scotland: 

2007-08 £49,391.55 

2008-09 £59,703.50 

2009-10 £58,967.32 

2010-11 £4,843.82 

Additionally, £7.2 million has been invested by Transport Scotland in the NCN75 Airdrie to Bathgate 
network. This was a fixed price contract with Network Rail where construction costs for the cycle path 
were estimated at £3.6 million.  On top of this would be Network Rail project management costs and 
significant land costs. This investment benefitted SPT and SESTRAN but cannot accurately be split 
into these RTP areas without incurring significant costs. 

The NCN78 in the HITRANS area received additional funding by Transport Scotland which involved 
no match funding over the following years: 

NCN78 2007-8 2008-9 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 Total 

£m 2.9 1.302 2.135 0.675 0.675 7.687 

 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it monitors 
(a) access to and (b) the quality of rail travel for disabled people. 

 (S4W-17496) 



Keith Brown: The Scottish Government requires ScotRail to monitor and report on a range of 
service provision including in some areas that impact specifically on disabled passengers. 

For example, the performance of passenger assistance is monitored and those using this service 
are encouraged to provide feedback on their experience. ScotRail also provides customer feedback 
forms tailored for disabled passengers. Extensive engagement with local access panels and disability 
groups also provides ScotRail with a strong understanding of disabled passengers needs and 
aspirations. 

Transport Scotland employs a Rail Accessibility Manager who is tasked with taking a broader 
overview of disabled access to the rail network in Scotland. Transport Scotland has built up good 
relationships with the rail industry and disability organisations which ensure the range of issues that 
concern disabled passengers can be addressed. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it will 
take to reduce the length of notice that disabled people have to give rail companies before setting out 
on their journey. 

 (S4W-17498) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has encouraged ScotRail to lead in efforts by train 
companies to reduce the period of notice they ask is given by disabled passengers for booking 
assistance. ScotRail recently reduced the recommended notice from 24 to 4 hours, being one of the 
first train companies in Britain implementing this service improvement. 

ScotRail staff aim to assist any passenger asking for help regardless if they have booked assistance 
in advance, but the reliability and quality of service they can provide is significantly enhanced if 
passengers pre-book the assistance they require. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
commission a review of rail travel for disabled people and, if so, how it will ensure that disabled people 
can participate in it. 

 (S4W-17499) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to commission a specific review of 
rail travel for disabled people. There was an opportunity for all rail passengers to comment on plans 
for the new franchise during the Rail 2014 public consultation. 

The Scottish Government, in partnership with the rail industry in Scotland, regularly engages with 
disability organisations. Transport Scotland chairs the Scottish Rail Accessibility Forum and attends 
meetings held by the Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance. This engagement ensures that a wide 
range of disabled people participate and contribute to the development of improved access to rail 
services. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that the needs of disabled people will be taken into account in the next ScotRail franchise. 

 (S4W-17500) 

Keith Brown: In developing the specification for the next ScotRail franchise, the Scottish 
Government gathered the views of disabled and other passengers through the Rail 2014 Consultation. 
Transport Scotland met with Mobility Access Committee Scotland (MACS) as part of the consultation, 
and made presentations at the Scottish Rail Accessibility Forum and to the Scottish Accessible 
Transport Alliance. 

Bidders for the next franchise to operate ScotRail services are required as a condition of their 
operating licence issued by the Office of Rail Regulation to provide a range of services to assist 
disabled passengers, for example they must publish a disabled persons protection policy. These 
obligations are not affected by the franchise arrangements to ensure a consistent level of service is 
provided by all train operating companies. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it makes 
disabled people aware of their rights in relation to rail travel. 

 (S4W-17501) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland established and chairs quarterly meetings of the Scottish Rail 
Accessibility Forum which provides an opportunity for representatives from disability organisations as 
well as the rail industry and passenger focus to discuss pertinent issues. As part of their franchise 
commitment ScotRail engages extensively at a national and local level with rail passengers including 
with numerous disability groups. 

ScotRail and other train companies operating in Scotland are required to publish a Disabled Persons 
Protection Policy as one element of their operating licence, which is reviewed and updated on an 
annual basis. The policy provides a comprehensive guide to passenger rights and the range of 
services available to assist disabled passengers and can be viewed online or in booklet format 
available at all staffed stations across the country. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17404 
S4W-17405 
S4W-17425 
S4W-17437 
S4W-17443 
S4W-17445 


