
Friday 9 August 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
issue a public consultation on extending the powers of the Scottish SPCA to investigate wildlife crime 
and, if so, when. 

Holding answer issued: 8 August 2013 (S4W-16233) 

Paul Wheelhouse: We regret that resource pressures did further delay the public consultation on 
the possible extension of the Scottish SPCA powers. I can confirm however that the consultation 
document will be published later this year. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it plans to ban the commercial extraction of peat by 2020.  

Holding answer issued: 6 August 2013 (S4W-16263) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The commercial extraction of peat is permitted only where planning permission 
has been granted. There are no current plans to put in place an absolute ban on commercial 
extraction of peat, but we are aware of calls by Scottish Environment LINK to do so. Local 
development plans should protect areas of peatland and permit extraction only in areas which have 
been significantly damaged by human activity and where the ecological impact is low. 

The main target of Scottish Government policy is to reduce the demand for peat, e.g. by developing 
and promoting alternatives as growing media. This should ultimately reduce the number of extraction 
sites. 

The current Scottish Planning Policy states: “230. Commercial peat cutting raises particular 
environmental concerns, and will only be acceptable in areas of degraded peatland which has been 
significantly damaged by human activity and where the conservation value is low and restoration is not 
possible. All areas of peatland that retain a high level of natural heritage conservation interest, 
archaeological interest or are of value as carbon stores should be protected through development 
plans and development management decisions”. The Scottish Government will continue to monitor the 
health of Scotland’s peatland and has announced proposals to restore up to 21,000 hectares of 
peatland per annum over the period up to 2027. This action will be supported by development of the 
peatland plan in partnership with stakeholders. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures it is undertaking to preserve the number of capercaillie across the country. 

 (S4W-16445) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Capercaillie conservation has been undertaken for many years through the 
following initiatives: The 2001-2002 Capercaillie Challenge Fund, The 2002–2007 LIFE Nature project 
“Urgent Conservation Management for Scottish Capercaillie”, and the 2007-2012 Capercaillie Species 
Action Framework. 

These initiatives included removing and re-routing substantial amounts of deer fencing to reduce 
collision risks, creating and enhancing the brood habitat, improvements in wider habitat management 
through thinning forestry plantations, increasing blaeberry, and providing additional ground cover. 
These initiatives also promoted predator control of foxes and crows and offered advisory work to 
estates and land managers and produced a guide for forest managers. 

Financial support is also available to land managers wishing to conserve capercaillie through the 
capercaillie package in the Scotland Rural Development Programme. 

For their Saving the Scottish Capercaillie project, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds has 
employed two capercaillie project officers who provide advisory support to land managers wishing to 
conserve capercaillie. These posts are supported by the Forestry Commission Scotland and Scottish 
Natural Heritage.  



In addition to these capercaillie-focussed national conservation projects, there have also been a 
number of local projects. Capercaillie are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and 
there are a suite of Special Protection Areas, designated under the EC Wild Birds Directive, for 
capercaillie. Due regard is also given to potential impacts on the species through development control 
processes. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has considered reintroduction projects to support capercaillie populations and, if so, with 
what result. 

 (S4W-16446) 

Paul Wheelhouse: A project is currently being led by Scottish Natural Heritage and the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, on behalf of the National Species Reintroduction Forum, which involves a 
preliminary assessment of the feasibility and desirability of reintroducing a range of species, including 
capercaillie. The results will be published in early 2014. 

Previously, reintroduction or translocation approaches to capercaillie conservation have been 
considered but not adopted because the Badenoch and Strathspey’s regional subpopulation size 
exceeds the minimum viable population size of 500 individuals and thus, with continued habitat 
management, should be self-sustaining. Regrettably none of the populations outwith the core 
Badenoch and Strathspey population exceed the minimum viable population. The International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Guidelines for Reintroductions and Other Conservation 
Translocations state that the “threat(s) that caused any previous extinction should be identified and 
removed or sufficiently reduced”. The precise reasons for capercaillie population declines are not fully 
understood and so reintroductions outwith the core population have not yet taken place. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what circumstances it will consider reintroduction of capercaillie and whether a protocol exists 
for implementing such reintroductions. 

 (S4W-16447) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Species Survival 
Commission Re-Introduction Specialist Group has recently published revised guidelines for 
reintroductions and other types of conservation translocations. 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, on behalf of the National 
Species Reintroduction Forum, is also producing a “Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations” 
and associated best practice guidance based around the IUCN guidelines. The Scottish Code for 
Conservation Translocations will be published in early 2014 and will set out the issues that need to be 
addressed when considering, planning or implementing any sort of conservation translocation, 
including biological issues (e.g. identifying why a species became extinct in the first place) and socio-
economic issues (e.g. addressing the potential opportunities, for, or concerns of, local communities). 

The IUCN Species Survival Commission Re-Introduction Specialist Group worked with the World 
Pheasant Association to produce, in 2009, “Guidelines for the Re-introduction of Galliformes for 
Conservation Purposes”. SNH expects that any practitioner considering capercaillie reintroduction 
would use these guidelines, in conjunction with the Scottish Code, to help plan their proposal. Anyone 
considering reintroducing capercaillie or reinforcing existing capercaillie populations should contact 
SNH as a licence may be required. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to encourage public bodies and other organisations to register with Stonewall’s Workplace 
Equality Index (WEI) 2014. 

 (S4W-16496) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is leading by example by taking part in this year’s WEI in 
which our participation began in 2006. 



Health and Social Care 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what percentage of the NHS drugs budget was spent on obesity-related 
conditions in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-16431) 

Michael Matheson: The question relating to the spend on drugs used in the treatment of obesity-
related conditions cannot be answered from data held centrally. 

The current edition of the British National Formulary states that”obesity is associated with many 
health problems including cardiovascular disease, diabetes mellitus, gallstones and osteoarthritis”. 
However, this is not the sole cause of these other conditions. Therefore the percentage of the NHS 
Drugs spend in the community on obesity-related conditions cannot be accurately measured. What 
can be measured, is the spend and percentage of the primary care drugs bill which has been spent on 
medicines used in the treatment of obesity. 

The spend on drugs used in the treatment of obesity as a proportion of the total drug spend in 
Scotland is shown in the following table for each of the last five financial years. Spend is represented 
by the paid gross ingredient cost (GIC). 

Financial Year Percentage GIC of Obesity 
Medicines to Total 

2008-09 0.42% 

2009-10 0.47% 

2010-11 0.34% 

2011-12 0.26% 

2012-13 0.15% 

Source: ISD Scotland Prescribing Information System (PIS). 
Note:  
1. Relates to items dispensed in the community. 

Learning and Justice 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it assesses the effectiveness of Skills Development Scotland’s local offices (a) in general and (b) 
in Shetland. 

 (S4W-16418) 

Angela Constance: Assessments of Skills Development Scotland’s (SDS) local offices is an 
operational matter for SDS. As such, I have asked the chief executive to write to the member. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how Skills Development Scotland identifies the training and workshop needs in communities such as 
Shetland and how local offices are involved in this process. 

 (S4W-16419) 

Angela Constance: Training and workshop needs and involvement of local offices is an operational 
matter for Skills Development Scotland. I have asked the chief executive to write to the member. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it assesses how well businesses and employers understand the full extent of services available 
from Skills Development Scotland. 

 (S4W-16420) 

Angela Constance: Assessments of how well businesses and employers understand the services 
available is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I have asked the chief executive to 
write to the member. 

 



Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether and, if so, how Skills Development Scotland will re-evaluate its Shetland operational planning 
following the non-attendance at the Lerwick workshop for local employers on 24 June 2013, for which 
no more than one week’s notice was given. 

 (S4W-16421) 

Angela Constance: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland. I have asked the 
chief executive to write to the member. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it cost Skills Development Scotland to hire a facilitator for the week beginning 24 June 2013 
to travel to three islands and Inverness; how this exercise will be evaluated, and whether local 
employers were asked in advance for their (a) input, (b) requirements and (c) availability. 

 (S4W-16422) 

Angela Constance: Procurement of services is an operational matter for Skills Development 
Scotland. I have asked the Chief Executive to write to the member. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the uptake is of the minimum hours of free nursery education for three-
year-olds in (a) Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley and (b) rural Scotland and how this compares with 
the uptake in urban areas. 

 (S4W-16433) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government’s annual Pre-School census shows that, at national 
level, 98% of eligible three year olds are taking up the entitlement to 475 hours per year of pre-school 
education. 

Scottish Government does not monitor uptake of the entitlement at the level of specific communities 
within local authorities, or collect data comparing uptake in rural and urban areas. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what measures are in place to ensure that three year olds in rural areas have 
the same local access to the minimum hours of free nursery education as their peers in urban areas. 

 (S4W-16435) 

Aileen Campbell: All local authorities have a statutory duty to make pre-school places available to 
all those three and four year olds whose parents wish it. 

Local authorities will have varying approaches to delivering the funded entitlement, based on local 
need. Under the proposals outlined within the Children and Young People Bill, local authorities will be 
required to consult with local populations of parents to identify their preferences and choices of hours; 
and, to publish plans to show how local authorities will re-configure provision towards those needs. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what resources local authorities will be provided to ensure that three-year-olds in 
rural areas will be offered local access to 600 minimum hours of free nursery education, as proposed 
in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill. 

 (S4W-16436) 

Aileen Campbell: The Financial Memorandum accompanying the Children and Young People Bill 
provides a best estimate of additional costs of the additional hours of early learning and childcare, 
including for three year olds. The methodology for distributing the additional funding across local 
authorities has yet to be agreed by COSLA and Scottish Government. The Financial Memorandum 
can be viewed, together with the other accompanying documents for the Bill, at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Children%20and%20Young%20People%20(Scotland)%20
Bill/b27s4-introd-en.pdf. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Children%20and%20Young%20People%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b27s4-introd-en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Children%20and%20Young%20People%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b27s4-introd-en.pdf


 


