
Wednesday 24 July 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will consider introducing further legislation to protect birds of prey and their nests from persecution.  

 (S4W-15768) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15766 on 18 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its banking strategy will encourage banks to make budget accounts more widely available. 

 

Holding answer issued: 23 July 2013 (S4W-16033) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government banking strategy (Sustainable, Responsible Banking; a 
strategy for Scotland) sets out the principles that should apply to encourage a responsible approach to 
providing banking services, that meets the needs of all customers, including those who have 
previously been financially excluded. 

It states banks should be ready to adopt socially and financially excluded individuals as customers 
when an individual feels ready to do so and their circumstances allow. Such actions are intended to 
help improve the accessibility and range of banking services to all individuals in Scotland, including 
the provision of budget accounts. The provision of budget accounts is a commercial decision for the 
banks. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much each of the interventions set out in A Low Carbon Scotland, the Second Report on Policies and 
Proposals will save in cost-per-kilogram of carbon dioxide saved. 

 (S4W-16071) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Part 3 of the Technical Appendix to Low Carbon Scotland: Meeting the 
Emissions Reduction Targets 2013-2027 (RPP2), published on the Scottish Government website, 
contains available information on annual emissions abatement, financial costs and benefits relating to 
proposals and policies in the report. The cost-per-kilogram of carbon dioxide saved each year from 
particular interventions can be estimated from this information. The estimated lifetime cost-per-
kilogram of carbon saved from the non-traded sector between 2013 and 2027 from measures in RPP2 
is 0.28 £/kg. This calculation does not include measures where it has not been possible to estimate 
costs at this stage. Due to significant uncertainties, projections of carbon savings and financial costs 
should be considered indicative only. 

There are a number of important benefits that are not comprehensively included in the RPP2 figures 
– for example co-benefits including job creation, health improvement, local air quality improvement 
and biodiversity protection and enhancement, as well as the avoidance of potentially higher climate 
change adaptation costs in future years through taking preventative action. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of whether an independent Scotland would have a structural deficit. 

 (S4W-16161) 

John Swinney: Over the past five years, Scotland has been in a relatively stronger fiscal position 
than the UK as a whole to the tune of £12.6 billion. This means that over this period, holding 
everything else constant, Scotland could have had higher spending, for example on infrastructure 
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investment, and/or lower taxation and still had a smaller fiscal deficit than the UK. With the additional 
economic levers that independence will provide, and the up to £1.5 trillion asset base provided by 
North Sea oil and gas reserves, an independent Scotland will stand on a strong financial footing. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what modelling it 
has (a) commissioned and (b) received as to whether an independent Scotland would have a 
structural deficit. 

 (S4W-16162) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16161 on 24 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its latest 
assessment is of what (a) structural deficit or (b) surplus an independent Scotland would have in each 
of the next 10 years. 

 (S4W-16163) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16161 on 24 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
comments of John Swinney on Newsnight Scotland on 26 June 2013, that “clearly there is going to be 
an overhang of debt that we would inherit from the rest of the United Kingdom” if Scotland becomes a 
separate country, whether this would equate to a structural deficit. 

 (S4W-16164) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16161 on 24 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for how many 
years it anticipates an independent Scotland would operate a structural deficit. 

 (S4W-16165) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16161 on 24 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how many people aged 16 to 24 have been registered as self-employed in each local authority 
area in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-16180) 

John Swinney: Statistics on self-employment by local authority area are available from the Annual 
Population Survey (APS). However, the APS statistics for self-employment by local authority area for 
the specific 16 to 24 age group are not statistically reliable. The results for Scotland for the 16 to 24 
age group, which are deemed to be of sufficient quality, are provided in the following table,  

Self-Employment Level and Rate, 16 to 24 age group, Scotland, 2010 to 2012: 
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Year Self- 
Employment 

Level 

Self- 
Employment 

Rate 

2010 7,700 2.3% 

2011 9,900 3.0% 

2012 12,600 4.0% 

Source: Annual Population Survey, January to December, Office for National Statistics 
Notes: 
1. The self-employment rate is the self-employed as a proportion of those in employment. 
2. Self-employment levels are rounded to the nearest hundred. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
businesses have been registered as sole traders or limited companies by people aged 16 to 24 in 
each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-16181) 

John Swinney: The information requested is not available. 

The official source for measuring the number of registered businesses (including sole traders and 
limited companies) is the Inter Departmental Business Register (IDBR). The IDBR does not hold 
information on the age of business owners.  

Self-employment data, from the Annual Population Survey (APS), is generally used to provide an 
indication of business ownership by age. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16180 on 24 July 2013, which provides APS 
estimates of the number of 16 to 24 year olds self-employed in each year from 2010 to 2012. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much financial 
assistance it has provided to people aged 16 to 24 who have started businesses; how many people, 
and what average (a) grant or (b) loan was awarded, in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-16182) 

John Swinney: In terms of 16 to 24 year olds specifically, the Scottish Government provides 
ongoing support to the Prince’s Trust Youth Business Scotland (PTYBS). In December 2010 the 
Scottish Government allocated £740,856 from European Regional Development Fund to PTYBS in 
order to support at least 1000 new businesses and create over 2000 jobs over a three year period. A 
further £1 million was invested into the organisation’s revolving loan fund by the Scottish Investment 
Bank in June 2012. This is expected to create at least 400 businesses and over 600 jobs. 

Data on the amount of loan and grant funding given out by PTYBS over the last three years, and the 
number of young people supported during that period, is provided in the following table: 

 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

 Number 
of Awards 

Total Value Number of 
Awards 

Total Value Number of 
Awards 

Total Value 

Will it Work 
Grant  
(up to £250) 275 £67,010.27 377 £92,096.40 328 £80,841.02 

Start Up 
Grant  
(up to £1000) 90 £47,075.00 94 £58,150.00 118 £80,920.00 

Loan  
(up to £5000)  285 289 £1,062,480.00 264 £888,319.00 

Grant 
Average 365 £312.56 471 £318.99 446 £362.69 

Loan 285 £3,030.49 289 £3,676.40 264 £3,364.84 
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 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

 Number 
of Awards 

Total Value Number of 
Awards 

Total Value Number of 
Awards 

Total Value 

Average 

Young 
People 
Assisted* 556 658 603 

Note: *It should be noted that some people receive more than one award. Hence, in any 
given year, the number of people assisted will be slightly less than the sum total of awards 
made. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much of the money announced in its news release of 19 June 2013, £20 million 
drive for business innovation and growth, is new money and what the basis was for describing all of 
the £20 million as new money. 

 (S4W-16191) 

John Swinney: The funding package supporting the Business Innovation and Growth Programme 
has not been announced prior to 19 June 2013. The funding is available to fund new activity. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the priorities of the business innovation and growth programme that it 
announced in its news release of 19 June 2013, £20 million drive for business innovation and growth, 
are the same as that of the pre-existing European Regional Development Fund 2007-13 programmes 
and, if not, what the differences are. 

 (S4W-16193) 

John Swinney: As an open call, the Business Innovation and Growth Programme invites 
applications under any of the priority areas for the European Regional Development Fund 2007-13 
programmes. Our commitment to focus the remaining structural funds on creating opportunities for 
young people will mean that applications that promote business growth to help youth employment will 
be given a higher priority. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the business innovation and growth programme that it announced in its 
news release of 19 June 2013, £20 million drive for business innovation and growth, has a closing 
date of 9 July 2013. 

 (S4W-16195) 

John Swinney: The closing date for Stage One of the application process was set by officials to 
facilitate a project selection process that requires scheduling of external advisory groups before 
allocations are announced in late September. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the priorities of the business innovation and growth programme that it 
announced in its news release of 19 June 2013, £20 million drive for business innovation and growth, 
represents the underspend from the pre-existing European Regional Development Fund 2007-13 
programmes. 

 (S4W-16196) 

John Swinney: The funding of the Business Innovation and Growth Programme includes 
underspends that have been returned from projects, anticipated underspends and unallocated funding 
that is being allocated for the first time. 

 



Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the decision by the Marine Stewardship Council to suspend certification of the 
Faroese Atlanto-Scandian herring fishery from 21 June 2013. 

 (S4W-16204) 

Richard Lochhead: The Faroe Islands’ declaration of an excessively large unilateral quota for 
Atlanto-Scandian herring is both irresponsible and unsustainable. Setting a large quota outside of the 
management plan in a situation where the stock is decreasing is not in line with the Marine 
Stewardship Council standard for well-managed and sustainable fishing. We fully support the decision 
to suspend the certification, and feel it is justified in light of the Faroe Islands action. The stock has 
decreased in recent years, and this requires all coastal states to take their responsibility to work 
together, rather than setting unsustainable quotas. 

Finance 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-15300 by John 
Swinney on 12 June 2013, whether it considers that an appropriate time to seek a draft credit rating 
would be before the referendum on Scottish independence. 

Holding answer issued: 16 July 2013 (S4W-15808) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-15807 on 24 July 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government which capital projects had an underspend in 2012-13 and what the (a) amount and (b) 
reason was for each. 

 (S4W-16188) 

John Swinney: In our Budget for 2013-14, we had factored into our plans a carry forward from 
2012-13 of £8 million capital DEL. The actual carry forward is £29 million. 

The majority of the additional underspend is due to timing differences between demand and the 
availability of funding in capital budgets within demand-led schemes in housing and regeneration - 
£5.3 million underspend on the JESSICA urban regeneration fund and £7.7 million underspend on the 
Shared Equity Scheme.  

The remaining £8 million underspend is related to small movements in a wide range of different 
budgets. Capital projects, by nature, are often managed over a number of financial years and as such 
the Scottish Government recognises that there will, on occasions, be minor and marginal movements 
to timescales caused by, for example, weather or planning delays, with a subsequent impact on the 
expenditure profile of the project. This requires a flexible approach to managing capital budgets over 
time. 

Governance and Communities 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what social impact bond projects there are in Scotland and what monitoring it carries out 
of these. 

 

Holding answer issued: 17 July 2013 (S4W-15823) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is aware that a number of third sector organisations, 
partners and potential investors are exploring alternative social impact funding models. This includes 
the YMCA’s Living Balance social impact bond pilot. This is part of the DWP’s Innovation Fund and is 
not monitored by the Scottish Government. However, we are engaged with YMCA to ensure that 
lessons learned from the project can be shared across Scotland. 
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Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress it has made on identifying potential projects for piloting social impact 
bonds. 

Holding answer issued: 17 July 2013 (S4W-15824) 

John Swinney: We are working in partnership with a range of people and organisations to develop 
and test social investment models that deliver social and economic impacts. We are very interested in 
the results of the Perth YMCA living balance social impact bond, and are supporting them to produce 
practical tools that will help others set up social investment partnerships. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason it has not included the use of social impact bonds in its projects related to 
public-social partnerships. 

 

Holding answer issued: 17 July 2013 (S4W-15825) 

John Swinney: Many of the existing Public Social Partnerships (PSPs) were already established 
before the first social impact bond pilot was developed and launched in Peterborough. To date, none 
of the service providers and funders involved in the development of more recent PSPs has brought 
forward proposals for the use of social impact bonds in their partnerships. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many buildings are in the Scottish Government estate; how many of them contain defibrillators, and 
how many defibrillators there are in total. 

 (S4W-16411) 

John Swinney: There are 79 buildings on the Scottish Government estate. We have two 
defibrillators which we inherited following the absorption of an agency’s estate. The position on 
whether to install defibrillators elsewhere on the estate is kept under review. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14197 by John Swinney on 2 May 2013,  when each NHS 
board will publish gender pay gap information and information on equal pay. 

 (S4W-16097) 

Alex Neil: All NHSScotland Boards have published gender pay gap information and statements on 
equal pay. This is hosted on each board’s website. 

Learning and Justice 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-14922 by John 
Swinney on 28 May 2013, whether it will provide the information requested in relation to a draft credit 
rating. 

 

Holding answer issued: 16 July 2013 (S4W-15807) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scottish Ministers will decide in the light of all the circumstances when to seek a 
credit rating. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the recent Third Sector Early Intervention Fund not allowing 
applications for core funding from community organisations, whether it plans to allocate additional 
funds to enable such groups to apply for core costs. 



 (S4W-16152) 

Aileen Campbell: Through strand 1 of the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund (TSEIF), third sector 
organisations were provided with £14 million of core costs over two years. In addition, the award 
criteria for strand 2 allowed for the funding of core costs proportional to the project. TSEIF funding has 
been fully allocated. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what criteria were used to award Third Sector Strategic Funding Partnership 
funding. 

 (S4W-16153) 

Aileen Campbell: Organisations awarded Third Sector Strategic Funding Partnership funding 
satisfied one of more of the following criteria: 

They are unique in the services they deliver and whose loss would have an unacceptable impact; 

They are delivering crucial Scottish Government priority outcomes; 

They are delivering on the equality agenda. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what percentage of Third Sector Strategic Funding Partnership funding was 
awarded to standalone community organisations in partnership with national organisations. 

 (S4W-16154) 

Aileen Campbell: All of the £10 million provided for Strategic Funding Partnerships was agreed with 
individual organisations. However, the Scottish Government would be happy for these organisations to 
work in partnership with others if this was the best way to achieve improved outcomes for children, 
young people and the families and communities who support them. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it is doing to encourage the provision of bagpipe tuition in local authority schools where there is 
demand. 

 (S4W-16218) 

Alasdair Allan: Instrumental music tuition is a matter for local authorities and schools, who must 
decide which instruments to offer for tuition, taking into account local demand and priorities. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that young people with a disability have equal access to PE in schools. 

 (S4W-16238) 

Alasdair Allan: Children and young people with disabilities are entitled to receive the support that 
they need to overcome any barriers to learning. Where necessary, schools should make reasonable 
adjustments in order to facilitate pupils with disabilities in accessing learning opportunities, including 
PE. 

As part of the programme of support on PE for schools, we are providing Scottish Disability Sport 
with £125,000 to deliver a disability inclusion training programme for more than 1,000 teachers across 
Scotland, which will provide them with the knowledge, skills and experience to fully include disabled 
young people in PE. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings and 
correspondence the special adviser (a) Geoff Aberdein, (b) Stuart Nicolson, (c) Noel Dolan, (d) Liz 
Lloyd, (e) Alexander Anderson, (f) Malcolm Fleming, (g) John MacInnes, (h) Alex Bell, (i) Ewan 



Crawford, (j) Colin McAllister, (k) David Hutchison, (l) John McFarlane and (m) Delancy Johnson has 
had with representatives of Yes Scotland and on what dates. 

 

Holding answer issued: 15 July 2013 (S4W-15771) 

John Swinney: Special advisers meet and correspond with Yes Scotland on a regular basis and the 
details requested of those meetings and correspondence could only be obtained at disproportionate 
cost. 

Special advisers act in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Special Advisers and other relevant 
Scottish Government guidance; in particular, the Scottish Government’s Advice Note on Approaching 
the Referendum which states at paragraph 28: 

Among their appointed duties, special advisers provide a legitimate channel of communication 
between the Scottish Government, the governing political party and outside interest groups with which 
the governing party may be associated, including groups formed to campaign for a particular outcome 
in the referendum. 

Transport Scotland 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what correspondence it has received from schools regarding Serco’s decision to increase fares for 
school pupils on Northern Isles ferry services. 

 (S4W-16082) 

Keith Brown: None. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what correspondence it has received from pensioner groups regarding Serco’s decision to increase 
fares for pensioners on Northern Isles ferry services. 

 (S4W-16083) 

Keith Brown: None. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what correspondence it has received from (a) students and (b) the National Union of Students 
regarding Serco’s decision to increase fares for students on Northern Isles ferry services. 

 (S4W-16084) 

Keith Brown: None. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what circumstances Transport Scotland can terminate the 2012-18 contract with Serco for 
Northern Isles ferry services before the contract ends. 

 (S4W-16085) 

Keith Brown: Section 52 of the Northern Isles ferry services contract sets out the provisions 
whereby the contract may be terminated. 

The Northern Isle Ferry Services Contract is available on the Transport Scotland website. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason its position on air passenger duty was not included in oral evidence given 
to the European and External Relations Committee on 16 May 2013 by the Minister for External Affairs 
and International Development when he was explaining the delay in establishing a direct air route from 
Scotland to China. 

 (S4W-16246) 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/water/Northern_Isles_Lo-Lo_Freight_Contract_2006-2012_-_Grant_Agreement_-__Published_Version_-_June_2008.pdf


Keith Brown: The Minister for External Affairs and International Development answered the 
questions asked by the Committee members. In relation to a direct air service, the Minister was asked 
what was being done to support the establishment of a direct link to China and the Minister set out the 
discussions which have taken place. The Minister was not asked to comment on matters which serve 
to make a direct service more challenging, the UK Government’s handling of Air Passenger Duty 
being one. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4F-01500 by Alex Salmond on 27 June 2013 (Official 
Report, col. 21759), whether it will set out (a) the evidence that supports the First Minister's comment 
that “reduction or elimination [of air passenger duty] would result in additional not less revenue”, (b) 
the levels of air passenger duty to which the statement applies and (c) any assumptions made on 
which other tax receipts rise as a result of a reduction in air passenger duty. 

 (S4W-16247) 

Keith Brown: The information requested is contained in “The Economic Impact of Air Passenger 
Duty” which can be viewed at: 
http://corporate.easyjet.com/~/media/Files/E/Easyjet-Plc-V2/pdf/content/APD-study-full.pdf. The report 
was published in February 2013 and was commissioned by British Airways, easyJet, Virgin Atlantic 
and Ryanair. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the oral evidence given by the Minister for External Affairs and International 
Development to the European and External Relations Committee on 16 May 2013, what discussions it 
has had with airlines on establishing direct flights from Scotland to China since the First Minister’s 
announcement of such an intention in 2011. 

 (S4W-16248) 

Keith Brown: At the World Route Development Forum in October 2012 Scottish Government 
officials met with Air China, Hainan Airlines, Cathay Pacific and China Eastern Airlines. The Minister 
for External Relations and International Development met the Civil Aviation Administration of China in 
June 2013. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the oral evidence by the Minister for External Affairs and International 
Development to the European and External Relations Committee on 16 May 2013 (Official Report, 
col.1200), what steps it has taken to implement the suggestion made by the chief executive of 
Transport Scotland in April 2013 to engage directly with airlines on a direct route from Scotland to 
China. 

 (S4W-16249) 

Keith Brown: At the meeting between the Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) and the 
Minister for External Relations and International Development in June it was agreed that the Scottish 
Government would bring together outline proposals, with input from Scotland’s airports, in the interests 
of promoting a direct service between Scotland and China. These proposals will be passed to the 
main Chinese airlines by the CAAC. In addition, a Task Force including representation from Scotland 
and China will be brought together to develop the proposals further. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-15868 

S4W-15869 

S4W-15870 

S4W-15871 

S4W-15873 
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