
Monday 25 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assistance it is providing to those affected by the recent flooding in 
Musselburgh. 

 (S4W-12675) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Flood protection schemes are primarily a matter for local authorities, however 
the Scottish Government is committed to supporting work that helps protect the people of Scotland 
from the effects of flooding. 

Most recently, I helped The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency launch a new coastal flood 
warning system for the east coast of Scotland on 28 January 2013, covering the coast from Arbroath 
to Eyemouth and including a total of 28 specific potentially vulnerable areas. I welcome these new 
coastal flood warnings schemes in the Forth and Tay coastal areas, which will enable residents to take 
action and prepare for flooding in advance and I would encourage residents in these areas to register 
to receive free messages direct to their landline or mobile alerting them whenever a flood warning has 
been issued for their area. 

I would recommend anyone affected by flooding to contact the Scottish Flood Forum. The Forum, 
which receives funding from the Scottish Government, provides an invaluable source of advice and 
support. I also encourage residents affected by flooding to apply for crisis loans through the 
Department for Work and Pensions. 

I am also in discussions with the Association of British Insurers about industry proposals for 
continuation of flood insurance for the most vulnerable properties once the statement of principles 
ceases this summer. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will consider supporting cloning as a means of ensuring the future of 
the Scottish wildcat. 

 (S4W-12709) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Cloning of wildcats is not under active consideration at present as there are 
other more immediate options to conserve extant populations and if necessary, to captive breed and 
reintroduce wildcats. 

The main threat to the Scottish wildcat is considered to be hybridisation with feral domestic cats. 
Hence many of the actions being considered are intended to reduce the threats to wildcats from 
domestic cats in the countryside, with this being undertaken through neutering and vaccination and 
the promotion of wildcat-friendly land management practices. 

Other actions are likely to include further survey work to improve our knowledge of current Scottish 
wildcat populations, research on both genetics and hybridisation issues and on practical habitat 
management. A captive breeding programme and other measures, such as storing frozen gametes, 
are also currently being considered. Underpinning the range of conservation actions, will be the aim of 
promoting responsible domestic cat ownership in order to reduce the risk of further hybridisation in 
areas identified as priority habitats for wildcats. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the findings of the Cairngorms Wildcat Project will be published. 

 (S4W-12710) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The findings of the Cairngorms Wildcat Project were published in full on 31 
August 2012 and the final report is available on the Cairngorms National Park Authority website:  
http://cairngorms.co.uk/look-after/conservation-projects/cairngorms-wildcat-project. 

http://cairngorms.co.uk/look-after/conservation-projects/cairngorms-wildcat-project


 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that it complies with the Convention on the 
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats regarding the (a) use of non-selective traps to 
capture protected species and (b) the reporting requirements under article 9.2. 

 (S4W-12780) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The requirements of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife 
and Natural Habitats as regards the use of non-selective traps to capture protected species are 
implemented in Scotland through the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994.Schedule 
3 of these Regulations lists species which may not be taken by specified means including traps which 
are non-selective according to their principle or their conditions of use, or any method which is 
indiscriminate and capable of causing its local disappearance or serious disturbance to a population. 
However, the Regulations allow licences to be granted under certain circumstances to permit the 
taking of these protected species by these non-selective methods, for example preventing serious 
damage to growing timber is a commonly used reason. 

In order to comply with Article 9.2 of the convention, UK licensing authorities report biennially to the 
European Commission on the granting of all such licences. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what the legal basis is for the licensing regime operated by Scottish 
Natural Heritage regarding the use of snares to capture mountain hares. 

 (S4W-12781) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Mountain hares are listed on Schedule 3 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, 
&c.) Regulations 1994.Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) considers that snares are non-selective traps 
and a licence is therefore required under Regulation 44 of the above Regulations.  

SNH is, however, aware of the recent case at Inverness Sheriff Court concerning the snaring of 
mountain hares. SNH will be reviewing its position in light of this case before the end of the close 
season on 31 July 2013. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many applications for species licences to use snares to capture 
mountain hares have been made since 2006; how many have been granted, and for what reasons 
licences were not granted. 

 (S4W-12782) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Four applications for a licence to snare mountain hares were received between 
2006 and June 2011 by the Scottish Government, as the appropriate licensing authority at that time. 
Two were granted and two were refused. 

The applications that were refused did not offer sufficient detail or historical information on 
populations to allow the Scottish Government to satisfy itself that this proposal would not affect the 
favourable conservation status of mountain hares and two of the licences were therefore refused. 

Following the introduction of the Wildlife and Natural Environment Act 2011, the licensing function 
was transferred to Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) in July 2011. SNH has received one application for 
the snaring of mountain hares, which was granted. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it is participating in the work of the Human Animal Infections and Risk Surveillance group and, 
if so, what financial contribution it makes and whether an independent Scotland would continue such 
participation. 

 (S4W-12868) 



Richard Lochhead: The Chief Veterinary Officer Sheila Voas is a member of the Human Animal 
Infections and Risk Surveillance group and attends meetings. 

The Scottish Government does not make any direct financial contribution to this group. However 
some costs are incurred for travel and subsistence as the meetings are generally held in London. 

In an independent Scotland it would be sensible to continue participation in the group, if invited. It is 
a useful forum to identify and assess infectious incidents in animals and humans globally, which have 
potential for interspecies transfer and may pose a threat to UK public and animal health.  

In addition, Health Protection Scotland is also represented on the group in relation to issues which 
impact on human health from animal infection and associated disease. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has considered the impact of the Gangmasters Licensing (Exclusions) Regulations 2010 on 
the poultry industry and, if so, what can be done to mitigate any such impact. 

 (S4W-12943) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has not received any approaches from the poultry 
industry regarding any effect of the Gangmaster Licensing (Exclusions) Regulations 2010 on the 
industry. The Gangmaster Licensing Authority function is reserved to Westminster. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact oil and gas sector production has on its plans to reduce Scotland's carbon footprint. 

 (S4W-13191) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The carbon footprint measures the emissions that are generated in the 
production of the goods and services we consume in Scotland (so-called “consumption-based” 
emissions), regardless of whether they are produced at home or abroad. Oil and gas sector production 
has therefore no immediate bearing on Scotland’s carbon footprint. 

Finance 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
communication it has received from the Government Actuary’s Department since May 2007 in relation 
to the review of commutation tables for Scottish police officers' pensions and on what dates. 

 (S4W-12649) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government regrets that the information requested can only be 
obtained at disproportionate cost. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
actuarial advice from the Government Actuary's Department regarding Scottish police officers' 
pensions is based on statistical information relevant to Scotland only or as part of a UK-wide 
assessment. 

 (S4W-12651) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are various regulations relating to the Police Pension Schemes in Scotland 
under which the Government Actuary (either directly or via his appointment as the Scheme Actuary) 
has responsibility for setting or providing actuarial advice on factors. When considering appropriate 
factors, the Government Actuary may take into account various sources of relevant information. In 
particular, mortality assumptions are set following consideration of some or all of national statistics 
(including the UK as a whole and for the constituent countries/regions of the UK), standard mortality 
tables issued by the UK Actuarial Profession and scheme specific analysis (where available). 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
Government Actuary's Department's (GAD) position has been in relation to the Scottish administration 



and whether GAD has recommended that the Scottish police pension commutation tables should be 
reviewed, since 1998. 

 (S4W-12652) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Government Actuary's Department's (GAD) has been actuarial adviser to the 
Scottish Government in respect of the Police Pension Schemes since their introduction. GAD issued 
advice to the Scottish Government (via the Scottish Public Pensions Agency) on revised commutation 
tables for the Police Pension Scheme 1987 on 29 May 2007. No recommendations relating to 
revisions of the 1988 commutation factors were made to the Scottish Government prior to that date. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the reasons are for reported delays in projects due to proceed in 2012-13 through the non-profit 
distribution programme, broken down by project. 

 (S4W-12698) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Non-Profit Distributing (NPD) programme was announced in November 
2010, as part of the Spending Review 2010. It was a response to the reduction in traditional capital 
Departmental Expenditure Limits (DEL) originally set at 36% in real terms over the four years of the 
UK Spending Review. NPD provides an alternative way of financing projects through future revenue 
rather than current capital, and meant that projects could continue to be developed, rather than be 
delayed until future capital (DEL) became available. 

A high level estimate of the profile of capital investment through the NPD programme was provided 
to the Finance committee in January 2011, noting that individual procuring authorities would control 
actual project timescales and profiles. A similar profile was included in a graph within the Draft Budget 
2012-13, based on an update of these early estimates undertaken by the Scottish Futures Trust. Since 
those estimates were prepared, significant work has been undertaken with the many procuring 
authorities involved to develop each project, and the updated profile of capital investment included in a 
graph within the Draft Budget 2013-14, reflects this more detailed level of scrutiny and planning. 

The NPD programme includes around 50 large, complex projects which are being procured by more 
than 30 different procuring authorities. For many of the procuring authorities, this will be a new form of 
procurement. 

Upfront preparation will deliver better value for money. Infrastructure UK’s ‘Cost Review’ in 2010 
identified that higher costs in UK infrastructure projects are mainly generated in the early project 
formulation and pre-construction phases and noted contributing factors included: stop-start investment 
programmes and the lack of a visible and continuous pipeline of forward work; and starting projects 
before the design is sufficiently complete.  

The reasons for changes in timings which have occurred for 2012-13 are included in the following 
table: 

Project 
 

Reason for change in timing for 2012-13 

Borders Rail 
 

A decision was taken to deliver the project through Network Rail’s 
Regulatory Asset Base (RAB) rather than Non-Profit Distributing 
(announced 29 September 2011, after Draft Budget was published). 
 

M8,M73,M74 
 

Decision to de-risk the project and deliver utilities first, financed 
through capital funding separately from the main NPD contract. 
 

Colleges 
 

Colleges awaited the outcome of Spending Review 2011, which 
provided clarity over the availability of enabling funds, prior to going 
to the market.  
Staggering the timing of procurement of the three colleges reflected 
detailed readiness and avoided them competing with each other in 
the market. 
The colleges are all in procurement, and are expected to move into 
construction in 2013-14. 
 



Project 
 

Reason for change in timing for 2012-13 

Schools 
 

The early estimate was based on a simple equal apportionment of 
the investment between financial years based on an assumption that 
progress on the ten projects announced initially could be accelerated 
given NPD funding availability. Project specific issues including 
decisions on scope, new-build versus refurbishment, site issues and 
public consultation by local authorities has meant that in general 
projects have not been able to accelerate to meet funding 
availability. 
The 19 projects in Phase 3 of the programme were finalised in 
September 2012, and planning is now underway to establish 
detailed delivery timescales for these projects. 
The overall Scotland’s Schools for the Future Programme has 
already delivered, with six schools already completed, nine currently 
under construction and a further 52 in the pipeline. This is 12 more 
schools than originally planned. 
 

Hub – Community Health 
 

Projects procured through hub have been phased in line with the 
hub territory partner procurements with many individual projects 
having detailed scope and site issues remaining to be resolved by 
procurers. In addition, many of these community health projects are 
now being configured to deliver a range of integrated services 
across different public sector bodies, such as health and social care, 
and developing this more complex scope of projects has taken time. 
 

 

Project 
 

Reason for change in timing for 2013-14 

Health Non-Profit Distributing 
Projects 

Decision not to commence procurement of the Royal Hospital for 
Sick Children on the site of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary (ERI) until 
extensive negotiation of site issues relating to the existing ERI PFI 
project was concluded. Resolution of this issue was required to 
create a deliverable project and avoid the potential for future 
disputes with the banks, significantly de-risking the procurement 
period and making the project more attractive to a competitive 
market. 
Project preparation of other complex acute health projects has taken 
longer than originally anticipated. 
 

Aberdeen Western  
Peripheral Route 

RoadSense decision to appeal to Supreme Court taken in April 2012 
leading to final conclusion of legal challenge in October 2012 
 

We have recently published on the Scottish Government website a more detailed project pipeline that 
provides information on current expectations for timescales for delivery of a wide range of SG 
supported infrastructure projects, including those being delivered through NPD and hub. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many community benefit clauses were in place in public sector contracts in (a) Aberdeen and (b) 
Aberdeenshire in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-12820) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not hold information on community benefit 
clauses used in individual contracts. 

We are aware that Aberdeenshire council is currently using the clauses in capital projects and are 
assisting Scottish Prison Service to monitor the community benefit clauses in the contract for HMP 
Grampian. 



The forthcoming Procurement Reform Bill will require public sector bodies to publish details of 
community benefit clauses in major public contracts. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to provide a Gaelic language version of the independence referendum ballot paper. 

 (S4W-12829) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not plan to provide a Gaelic language version of 
the ballot paper for the independence referendum. 

As part of the question assessment process, the Electoral Commission tested the proposed question 
with voters who speak Gaelic as a first language. The Commission found that these participants could 
understand the question easily and experienced no difficulties in completing the ballot paper. The 
Commission’s report is published at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/153691/Referendum-on-
independence-for-Scotland-our-advice-on-referendum-question.pdf) 

Voter information will be available in other languages, including Gaelic, on request. Counting officers 
may also choose to display a translation of the ballot paper at polling stations if they consider this 
appropriate. This is standard practice for all elections. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the £119 million forecast for schools projects in the non-profit distributing programme for 
2012-13 has not been spent or allocated by the Scottish Futures Trust. 

 (S4W-12902) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the £65 million forecast for colleges’ projects in the non-profit distibuting programme for 
2012-13 has not been spent or allocated by the Scottish Futures Trust. 

 (S4W-12903) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
schools projects in the non-profit distributing programme have been (a) delayed or (b) subject to 
slippage. 

 (S4W-12904) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the £150 million forecast for schools projects in the non-profit distributing programme for 
2013-14 has been reduced to £62 million. 

 (S4W-12905) 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/153691/Referendum-on-independence-for-Scotland-our-advice-on-referendum-question.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/153691/Referendum-on-independence-for-Scotland-our-advice-on-referendum-question.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the £115 million forecast for college projects in the non-profit distributing programme for 
2013-14 has been reduced to £78 million. 

 (S4W-12906) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
colleges projects in the non-profit distributing programme for 2012-13 have been (a) delayed or (b) 
subject to slippage. 

 (S4W-12907) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
projects in the non-profit distributing programme will be delayed as a result of the reductions in 
forecast spend from £353 million to £20 million in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-12909) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
projects in the non-profit distributing programme will be delayed as a result of the reductions of the 
forecast spend from £686 million to £338 million for 2013-14. 

 (S4W-12910) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-12698 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will take 
action to prevent local authority or housing association tenants being evicted due to rent arrears that 
arise because of the proposed housing benefit reforms. 

 (S4W-12541) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has been consistent in our opposition to the way in 
which welfare reforms are being implemented by the Westminster Government and is discussing with 
key stakeholders how to help tenants cope with them. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


We are very sympathetic to the difficulties that some tenants will find themselves in as a result of 
these reforms but in the interests of tenants themselves, we cannot advocate placing tenants in 
situations where they cannot afford to pay off debts to their landlords. We are also concerned that if 
tenants do not pay their rent in full, landlords will lose a significant proportion of the income they rely 
on to provide services to all of their tenants. 

The Scottish Government has already strengthened the protection for tenants in Scotland against 
eviction for rent arrears. From 1 August 2012 we brought pre-action requirements for rent arrears into 
force to ensure that eviction is a last resort. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much money has 
been allocated to the Scottish Welfare Fund for (a) 2013-14, (b) 2014-15 and (c) 2015-16. 

 (S4W-12726) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have allocated £33 million for the Scottish Welfare Fund for 2013-14, 
comprising £23.795 million being transferred from the Department for Work and Pensions and £9.2 
million from the Scottish Government’s Budget. We have not decided the funding for subsequent 
years. Decisions on funding levels for future years will be confirmed in due course. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of the 
Scottish Welfare Fund is being paid for by the (a) UK and (b) Scottish Government in (i) 2013-14, (ii) 
2014-15 and (iii) 2015-16. 

 (S4W-12727) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12726 on 25 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the criteria were 
to calculate the level of funding required to establish the Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-12728) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The highest spend by the Department for Work and Pensions in Scotland, on 
Community Care Grants and Crisis Loans for living expenses in recent years was around £30 million 
in 2009-10. The Scottish Government established the Scottish Welfare Fund at a higher amount of 
£33 million. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the impact will be 
of the current changes to the welfare system on the Scottish Welfare Fund and whether it expects 
additional claims to be made as a consequence. 

 (S4W-12729) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Welfare Fund is being established to help mitigate the impact of the 
UK Government’s welfare reforms. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the number of claims to the Scottish Welfare Fund in its first year and whether this estimate 
takes into account claims that may arise from current changes to the welfare system. 

 (S4W-12758) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12729 on 21 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the adequacy of funding of the Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-12760) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the question S4W-12728, answered on 25 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what level of funding 
each local authority will receive in order to deliver the Scottish Welfare Fund and how this is 
calculated. 

 (S4W-12761) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The funding allocations for each local authority are set out in the following table. 
The basis of the distribution is previous spend for Community Care Grants and Crisis Loans; previous 
applications for Admin funding; and the bid made to the Department for Work and Pensions for set up 
costs. The methodology for the distribution was agreed by the joint Scottish Government, and COSLA, 
Settlement Distribution Group. 

 Set up costs Community Care 
Grants 

Crisis Grants Administration 
Costs 

Local Authority 2012-13 2013-14 2013-14 2013-14 

Aberdeen City           69,250          540,786          359,055            161,140  

Aberdeenshire           39,536          301,674          163,061              75,370  

Angus           37,490          273,205          145,866              71,640  

Argyll and Bute           32,748          263,907          108,853              55,550  

Clackmannanshire           34,305          230,847          129,545              59,470  

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

          45,375          430,012          193,225              96,170  

Dundee City           70,126          986,180          350,457            175,470  

East Ayrshire           59,088          650,528          274,974            141,910  

East Dunbartonshire           28,722          242,097            94,718              43,970  

East Lothian           32,906          264,481          125,757              57,120  

East Renfrewshire           26,016          182,290            75,629              35,720  

Edinburgh, City of         132,609        1,429,737          757,891            367,420  

Falkirk           58,674          634,342          293,480            137,390  

Fife         106,334        1,219,553          640,440            292,050  

Glasgow City         335,269        5,756,371        1,964,745          1,006,680  

Highland           54,164          555,135          245,538            116,980  

Inverclyde           55,601          453,774          278,763            130,910  

Midlothian           35,270          253,461          131,877              63,000  

Moray           30,777          285,259          101,858              49,460  

North Ayrshire           70,457          705,972          362,552            174,880  

North Lanarkshire         148,322        2,125,263          830,751            423,360  

Orkney Islands           18,721            47,868              8,452                5,100  

Perth and Kinross           40,242          420,828          172,096              76,940  

Renfrewshire           84,297          693,919          454,938            215,700  

Scottish Borders           35,781          283,996          122,551              65,360  

Shetland Islands           19,336            42,588            16,904                8,050  

South Ayrshire           43,200          533,669          179,236              90,290  

South Lanarkshire         107,898        1,539,479          604,302            297,550  

Stirling           35,169          379,733          136,831              64,970  

West Dunbartonshire           58,712          562,482          267,105            136,210  

West Lothian           72,508          674,404          391,987            175,470  

Scotland Total 
(approx) 

2,037,952 23,000,000 9,995,000 4,878,000 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of the 
Scottish Welfare Fund has been earmarked for crisis (a) loans and (b) grants. 

 (S4W-12762) 

Nicola Sturgeon: We have earmarked around 30 per cent of the Scottish Welfare Fund for Crisis 
Grants and the remainder for Community Care Grants. The Scottish Welfare Fund will not provide 
loans. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of the proportion of the Scottish Welfare Fund that will be allocated to claimants as (a) goods 
and (b) money. 

 (S4W-12763) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This is a matter for each local authority. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether claimants who 
are allocated goods from the Scottish Welfare Fund will be provided with tokens or vouchers to 
purchase those goods. 

 (S4W-12764) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12763 on 25 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the capacity of local authorities to allocate goods rather than money from the Scottish Welfare Fund to 
claimants. 

 (S4W-12765) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12763 on 25 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-10940 by Nicola Sturgeon on 7 December 2012, whether it will provide a 
breakdown of all public money paid to companies involved in the (a) marketing, (b) sale and (c) 
execution of work and repairs, maintenance and upgrades relating to the Energy Assistance Package. 

 (S4W-12794) 

Nicola Sturgeon: With regard to public money paid to companies involved with delivery of the 
Energy Assistance Package: 

(a) Marketing – expenditure in 2011-12 and provisional expenditure for 2012-13 by agencies used 
by the Scottish Government's Marketing Unit is as follows: 

Company 2011-12 2012-13 

APS  £124,145.66 

Carat  £282,271.71 £60,980.76 

Golley Slater £1,358.30 £693.60 

The Leith Agency £6,180.00 £141,802.52 

Story £52,133.37 £20,550.23 
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Company 2011-12 2012-13 

Whitespace £14,983.80 £18,774.60 

Total £356,927.18 £366,947.37 

The Scottish Government publishes annual marketing spend figures, with a separate line for Home 
Energy Scotland, at: 
www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/Directorates/Communications/advertising-marketing/spend 

Note that APS provides print, rather than marketing, services and is included in the overall 
expenditure breakdown above for completeness. APS was not included in the list of private companies 
involved in the marketing of the Energy Assistance Package in the answer to S4W-10940, as it does 
not provide marketing services. 

(b) Sale – as explained in the answer to S4W-10940, the Energy Assistance Package does not 
involve direct sales. 

(c) Work and repairs, maintenance and upgrades – the Scottish Government does not hold 
information about the payments made by Scottish Gas to their subcontractors to carry out this work. 

Health and Social Care 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many patients who have been referred by a consultant for a scan since January 2012 have not been 
seen within the 18-week target time, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-12631) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not collected centrally. Information is published for 
the total of numbers waiting and patients waiting more than the six weeks standards for the eight key 
diagnostic tests. This includes CT, MRI and ultrasound scans as well as Barium studies.  

The six week waiting time standard covers referrals from all sources not just from consultants but 
also from primary care. In the month ending 30 September 2012, 31,571 patients were waiting for one 
of the four scans mentioned above and with 472 patients waiting more than six weeks. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many patients referred for a scan without referral by a consultant since January 2012 have not been 
seen within the 18-week target time, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-12632) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12631 on 25 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

David Torrance (Kirkcaldy) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assistance it can provide to protect the Wemyss caves from erosion. 

 (S4W-12786) 

Fiona Hyslop: Six of the Wemyss Caves are collectively designated as a single scheduled 
monument and are therefore of national importance. They are an important part of the historic 
environment for the local community, drawing in visitors and those in the academic community 
interested in early medieval Scotland. Nevertheless, protection of the caves against coastal erosion is 
a difficult and complex issue, with no practical and cost effective solution found to date. Although the 
protection and management of coastal areas rests with Fife Council, Historic Scotland is willing to 
provide technical advice and consider grant support to seek a long term viable solution for this 
monument. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) civil servants and (b) special advisers worked on the paper, Scotland’s Future: from the 
Referendum to Independence and a Written Constitution, and how long they spent working on it. 
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 (S4W-12879) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to Independence and a Written 
Constitution was drafted by a lead author civil servant with contributions from other civil servants, 
special advisers and ministers. For all of the individuals involved, consideration of the draft paper was 
only part of their overall workload. It is not practicable to give a detailed estimate of the total time spent 
by any individual in relation to this work. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it consulted anyone external to the civil service when drafting the paper, Scotland’s Future: 
from the Referendum to Independence and a Written Constitution. 

 (S4W-12880) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government prepared Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to 
Independence and a Written Constitution without employing external consultants. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when work began on Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to Independence and a Written 
Constitution. 

 (S4W-12990) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Work began on the policies in Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to 
Independence and a Written Constitution following the publication of Your Scotland, Your Referendum 
in January 2012. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many civil servants prepared Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to Independence and a 
Written Constitution. 

 (S4W-12991) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12879 on 25
 
February 2013. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
at what time on 5 February 2013 Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to Independence and a 
Written Constitution was provided to the Referendum (Scotland) Bill Committee clerks. 

 (S4W-12992) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to Independence and a Written 
Constitution was published on 5 February 2013 at 9.30am. The Referendum (Scotland) Bill Committee 
clerks were sent a copy at 9.32am. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason it provided copies of Scotland’s Future: from the Referendum to Independence and a 
Written Constitution to The Sun and BBC Scotland before providing it to the Parliament. 

 (S4W-12993) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Presiding Officer and the Referendum Bill Committee were provided with a 
copy of the report on its publication. 
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The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-12621 
S4W-12622 
S4W-12623 
S4W-12624 
S4W-12625 
S4W-12626 
S4W-12627 
S4W-12628 
S4W-12629 

 

 


