
Wednesday 7 November 2012 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the Lord 
Advocate‘s interpretation of the Scottish Ministerial Code is in relation to the legal advice provided to 
ministers on an independent Scotland's membership of the European Union. 

 (S4O-1443) 

Frank Mulholland: The Ministerial Code reflects the long-standing convention against disclosure of 
the fact or content of Law Officers‘ legal advice. I refer the member to my letter of 30 October 2012 to 
Ruth Davidson MSP, which was published in SPICe. 

As I set out in that letter, it is extremely important that this convention should be maintained for its 
value to the proper functioning of Government. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what income it has 
received as a result of the UK Government's digital strategy; what Barnett consequentials it has 
received arising from UK Government digital expenditure, and what use it has made of these 
resources. 

 (S4W-10316) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has secured over £240 million to deliver next 
generation broadband across Scotland. Of this, £100.8 million has been committed from Broadband 
Delivery UK, the UK Government‘s broadband delivery arm; and £68.2 million has been allocated from 
the £380 million of capital consequentials accruing to Scotland for the period 2012-2015. 

This funding will primarily be used to deliver our Step Change 2015 programme, which is being 
taken forward via two procurement exercises – one covering the Highlands and Islands, which is led 
by Highlands and Islands Enterprise, and the other covering the rest of Scotland, led by Scottish 
Government. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it will give 
to Armadale‘s bid for the national tennis centre. 

Holding answer issued: 6 November 2012 (S4W-10410) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government and sportscotland have had discussions with Judy 
Murray and her team over their plans for a national tennis academy. These are ongoing and possible 
locations for the academy will feature in these discussions. I am aware of the developments in 
Armadale but it will be ultimately for Judy Murray and her team to determine the location of their 
academy. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it has taken to implement the Aarhus Convention and what guidance it has given to local 
authorities to ensure that they meet their obligations under the convention in relation to planning 
issues. 

 (S4W-10543) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government considers that current arrangements ensure compliance 
with the terms of the Aarhus Convention in respect of the dissemination of environmental information, 
public participation and access to justice in environmental decision making. There are statutory 
frameworks in place to ensure that local authorities comply with the terms of the Aarhus Convention. 

 



Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the proposals in the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill will allow (a) Scottish Water's services to 
be privatised and (b) the water sector to be organised on a regional basis. 

 (S4W-10652) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No. The Water Resources (Scotland) Bill is not intended to restructure or privatise 
Scottish Water. Scottish Water is performing well and will remain in the public sector. The Bill and its 
accompanying documents can be viewed at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/52620.aspx. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the proposals in the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill will allow private water companies to 
supply households. 

 (S4W-10653) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No. The Bill does not change the existing position that Scottish Water is the sole 
supplier of water and wastewater services to the Scottish household sector. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
safeguards there are in the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill regarding (a) the  promotion of 
sustainability and biodiversity and (b) protecting supplies in order to prevent shortages. 

 (S4W-10654) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Section 1 of the Bill specifically requires Ministers to exercise the duty to develop 
the value of Scotland‘s water resources in ways that will contribute to the sustainable use of those 
resources. The Water (Scotland) Act 1980 tasks Scottish Water with maintaining a supply of 
wholesome water, and Scottish Water undertakes water resource planning to ensure it meets this 
commitment. The Water Industry (Scotland) Act 2002 places duties on Scottish Water to use its 
resources economically, efficiently and effectively. It also charges Scottish Water to act in the way 
best calculated to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development as well as protecting the 
environment and natural heritage. Where extraordinary climatic conditions render Scottish Water‘s 
normal resource planning insufficient, Part 7 of the Bill gives Scottish Water a range of tools that can 
be deployed as part of a water shortage order to ensure that supplies are protected. Such orders can 
be used proactively to address threatened shortages, without waiting for an actual shortage to occur. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill proposes certain qualifying abstractions to be 
exempt from approval. 

 (S4W-10655) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The exemptions from the regime cover activities which are for the most part non-
consumptive of the water abstracted and confer wider public benefit. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill proposes a 10 megalitres-per-day threshold to apply 
for a qualifying abstraction. 

 (S4W-10656) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The threshold was chosen following a review of the abstractions currently in 
place, and will ensure that only the largest and most significant new proposals are required to gain 
approval. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/52620.aspx


Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill proposes that Scottish Water be given responsibility 
for monitoring raw water. 

 (S4W-10657) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Water is responsible for supplying wholesome drinking water and treats 
raw water in order to do this. Part 4 of the Bill will enable Scottish Water to enter premises for the 
purposes of monitoring raw water quality or finding the source of pollution, so that action can be taken. 
If raw water quality is being affected illegally (i.e. in breach of the applicable environmental protection 
legislation) Scottish Water can alert SEPA, who will take action as the environmental regulator in 
Scotland. If raw water quality is being affected by lawful activities, the Bill gives Scottish Water the 
option of entering into a voluntary agreement with the relevant landowner or occupier to protect or 
improve raw water quality. The purpose of the provisions on monitoring raw water quality is 
accordingly to allow Scottish Water to gather information so that it can address quality issues in the 
most cost effective manner. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill will ensure that consumers are protected when Scottish Water 
carries out its non-core functions. 

 (S4W-10658) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The regulatory frameworks as established by the Water Industry (Scotland) Act 
2002 stipulate that customers covered by a charges scheme may only be charged by Scottish Water 
for the provision of core functions. Customers are therefore protected from the costs arising from non-
core functions and section 24 of the Bill clarifies this as regards the new duties imposed on Scottish 
Water. The Bill also sets out that the duties on Scottish Water to develop the value of its assets and 
promote the use of its assets for renewable energy generation are imposed only so far as is not 
inconsistent with the economic, efficient and effective exercise of Scottish Water‘s core functions. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the proposals in the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill will ensure that there are safeguards so 
that the impact of water shortage orders affect domestic and non-domestic users equally. 

 (S4W-10659) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Part 7 of the Bill aims to modernise procedures to be followed when there is a 
shortage in the public supply. Both domestic and non-domestic users may be asked to co-operate to 
reduce their demand on the network. There are consultation procedures to allow comments on the 
proposals and their impact on users, both domestic and non-domestic. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
input private water companies have to Scottish Water‘s infrastructure plan. 

 (S4W-10660) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Private water companies are not involved in the setting and approval of Scottish 
Water‘s infrastructure plan. Ministers are required by Section 56A of the Water Industry (Scotland)Act 
2002 to direct Scottish Water as to the standards of services and investment activities that Scottish 
Water must undertake in any regulatory period. Ministers also approve Scottish Water‘s Delivery Plan 
which sets out the timeframe for delivering the investment necessary to meet the requirements set out 
in the Directions. A copy of the Ministerial Directions covering the current regulatory period 2010-15 is 
available on the Scottish Government website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-
Industry/waterindustryscot/improvingservices/currentimprovement. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/waterindustryscot/improvingservices/currentimprovement
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/waterindustryscot/improvingservices/currentimprovement


Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much Scottish Water has made from private companies that have used its networks in each year since 
2008. 

 (S4W-10661) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Section 4 of the Water Services (Scotland) Act 2005 prohibits the use of the 
public networks by anyone other than Scottish Water or Scottish Water‘s agents. It is therefore not 
possible for Scottish Water to generate any income from private companies for such activity. 

Finance 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on complaints from small and medium-sized enterprises that they are being shut out of government 
projects because contracts are bundled together or by the requirement of a minimum size of business 
turnover. 

 (S4W-10424) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that small and medium sized 
businesses have fair and equal access to public sector contracts in Scotland. 

When developing collaborative procurement strategies, we actively engage with suppliers of all 
sizes. Strategies are tailored to the individual characteristics of the market concerned and we expect 
public sector buyers to take the impact on SMEs and the local economy into account – for example by 
splitting requirements into specialist or geographical lots where appropriate and supporting SME 
consortia and wider supply chain opportunities wherever possible. 

SMEs have been successful in winning places on several government-led collaborative frameworks 
across a range of commodity areas, and also play a vital role in the supply chains of larger prime 
contractors. It is also important to note that the share of procurement spend won by SMEs has 
remained relatively constant at around 46% since collaborative procurement centres of expertise were 
established, and of the businesses winning contracts through Public Contracts Scotland last financial 
year 79% were registered as SMEs and 64% were registered as SMEs with a Scottish address. 

With regards to turnover, in May this year, following examples brought to the then Cabinet Secretary 
for Infrastructure and Capital Investment‘s attention relating to turnover requirements, Alex Neil asked 
officials to issue guidance which underlined the need for public bodies to ensure that requirements at 
the selection stage of a procurement exercise are proportionate to the subject matter of the contract 
and do not act as a barrier to participation by SMEs or recent start-ups. The guidance recommended 
that annual turnover is only used as a minimum standard in exceptional circumstances and asks 
public bodies to consider whether other information could, in the case in question, provide a better 
indication of bidders‘ ability to deliver the contract requirements. The guidance can be accessed at the 
following link: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/0039/00394311.pdf. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the PFI liabilities for each (a) local authority and (b) NHS board have been in each 
of the last five years, also broken down by project. 

 (S4W-10737) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information is available from the Scottish Government website under ‗Unitary 
Payment Charges‘ by way of the following link: 

www.scotland.gov.uk. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the PFI liabilities for each (a) local authority and (b) NHS board will be in each of the 
next five years, also broken down by PFI project. 

 (S4W-10738) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/0039/00394311.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/12308


Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-10737 on 7 November 2012. 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament‘s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the initial reported cost was of each PFI project pursued between 1999 and 2007 
and what the total cost of repayments will be for each project. 

 (S4W-10739) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-10737 on 7 November 2012. 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament‘s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Governance and Communities 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the documentary film, You‘ve Been Trumped. 

 (S4W-10486) 

Kenny MacAskill: In terms of planning issues, the enforcement of planning conditions is a matter 
for the planning authority. Policing issues are a matter for the appropriate Chief Constable. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
anaerobic digesters have been (a) given planning approval and (b) built since May 2010. 

 (S4W-10538) 

Derek Mackay: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-09922 by Derek Mackay on 24 October 2012, 
what advice it offers homeowners whose property values might fall because of the likelihood of mine 
workings on or near their property. 

 (S4W-10606) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government does not offer advice on this matter. I refer the member to 
the answer to question S4W-09922 on 24 October 2012, which sets out the responsibilities of the Coal 
Authority. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament‘s website, 
the search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-09922 by Derek Mackay on 24 October 2012, 
what recent discussions it has had with the Coal Authority regarding homeowners who have been 
advised that there are mine workings on or near their property. 

 (S4W-10608) 

Derek Mackay: There have been no recent discussions with the Coal Authority on this matter. 

Health and Social Care 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-06212 by Nicola Sturgeon on 26 March 2012, whether all NHS boards now 
have a practising medical consultant on all individual patient treatment request (IPTR) panels. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-10206) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government guidance published on 13 February 2012 under cover of 
SGHD/CMO(2012)1, clarified that from 1 April 2012, NHS Board Individual Patient Treatment Request 
(IPTR) panels are expected to include a practising medical consultant with (or with access to) 
specialist medical knowledge of the relevant clinical area. 

All NHS boards have confirmed that they have updated their IPTR management to reflect this 
additional guidance. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
individual patient treatment requests (IPTR) were made for patients with colon cancer in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-10207) 

Alex Neil: NHS board data for the period 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012 provided to the Scottish 
Government, indicates that 22 IPTRs were made for medicines to treat colon cancer and colorectal 
cancer, of which 13 were approved (59%). 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on making monoclonal antibodies available. 

 (S4W-10208) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) appraises all newly licensed medicines 
(including licensed therapeutic monoclonal antibodies) and provides advice to NHS boards on their 
clinical and cost-effectiveness. Where SMC accepts a newly licensed medicine, NHS boards are 
expected to consider incorporating it into their local formularies. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on cardiac rehabilitation being available to all those who have experienced heart failure or have 
angina. 

 (S4W-10222) 

Alex Neil: As indicated in Healthcare Improvement Scotland‘s Clinical Standards for Heart Disease, 
people with chronic stable heart failure, and patients attending chest pain assessment services with 
new onset or worsening angina, should be identified for assessment for their eligibility for cardiac 
rehabilitation. 

A significant proportion of people with heart failure are over the age of 80 and will have a number of 
co-mobidities which may mean that they may not necessarily benefit from a traditional secondary care 
based cardiac rehabilitation programme. We are working with the British Heart Foundation and Chest 
Heart and Stroke Scotland to explore how we can support these groups more effectively. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to increase the provision of cardiac rehabilitation for people who have experienced heart failure 
or have angina. 

 (S4W-10224) 

Alex Neil: We are working closely with the British Heart Foundation and Chest Heart and Stroke 
Scotland in exploring the different kinds of support which can and should be provided to people with 
long term conditions, including those with heart failure and angina.  

In addition the National Advisory Committee on Heart Disease agreed on 1 October to establish a 
Heart Failure subgroup, which will be well placed to advise on how we can ensure people with heart 
failure get appropriate access to rehabilitation and support. We expect this subgroup will be in place in 
early spring 2013. 

 



Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to assist NHS boards to increase the provision of cardiac rehabilitation for people who have 
experienced heart failure or have angina. 

 (S4W-10225) 

Alex Neil: A 2007 audit suggested that 45% of people who had suffered a heart attack, undergone a 
coronary artery bypass or percutanous coronary intervention had access to cardiac rehabilitation. The 
interim results of the latest audit published on 13 March 2012 by Information Services Division, show 
that NHSScotland has substantially increased access to cardiac rehabilitation services for people 
within the clinical priority group. The report suggests the level of provision has now risen to almost 
70%. 

We accept however that there is more to do, particularly to ensure that people with heart failure are 
getting access to the care they need. We are also committed to continuing to monitor the provision of 
cardiac rehabilitation. 

The National Advisory Committee on Heart Disease will review the outcomes from these audits, and 
agree with NHS boards‘ cardiac MCNs, any action that needs to be taken to help ensure people who 
need access, can access cardiac rehabilitation services. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on whether NHS boards should regard the provision of cardiac rehabilitation for people who have 
experienced heart failure or have angina as a clinical priority. 

 (S4W-10226) 

Alex Neil: The importance of ensuring that people with heart failure or angina have appropriate 
access to support and care after diagnosis is highlighted within Healthcare Improvement Scotland‘s 
Clinical Standards for Heart Disease. 

The standards state that people with chronic stable heart failure, and patients attending chest pain 
assessment services with new onset or worsening angina, should be identified for assessment by the 
cardiac rehabilitation service. 

Following this they should be assessed by the cardiac rehabilitation team for a menu-based 
programme as specified in current national guidelines and that assessed patients should be offered a 
menu-based programme according to their needs. 

We expect NHS boards to work towards these clinical standards. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on the goal of the British Association for Cardiovascular Prevention and Rehabilitation that "ensuring 
referral of all eligible patients by cardiologists and/or specialist cardiovascular health care physicians 
to a prevention and rehabilitation programme as a standard (not optional) policy that is held in the 
same regard as the prescribing of cardioprotective medications" and what plans it has to meet this 
goal. 

 (S4W-10227) 

Alex Neil: Our Better Heart Disease and Stroke Care Action Plan makes clear the importance of 
ensuring that cardiac rehabilitation is made available for all those people with heart disease who are 
found to be eligible. Earlier this year Information Services Division published an audit on cardiac 
rehabilitation services which found that provision had substantially increased for the priority groups. 

The Scottish Government‘s Chief Nursing Officer welcomed the publication of the British Association 
for Cardiovascular Prevention and Rehabilitation‘s (BACPR) new standards at their launch in Glasgow 
on 4 October. We would expect that the revised BACPR Standards will help to inform clinical practice 
in relation to the delivery of cardiac rehabilitation. 

While excellent progress has been made, we recognise that there is still much more to do to help 
improve the quality of care, particularly for people living with heart failure. Our National Advisory 
Committee on Heart Disease will continue to work closely with cardiac services and the voluntary 
sector to take this forward. 



 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its policy is on ensuring that NHS boards carry out patient consultations 
before making changes to the provision of treatments or services. 

 (S4W-10416) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards must involve the communities they serve in planning and developing the 
health and care services they provide. Involving patients, carers and the public is an important aspect 
of the Government‘s ambitions for improving the quality of service provided by NHSScotland. 

Scottish Government guidance introduced in February 2010 sets out NHS boards‘ responsibilities to 
inform, engage and consult with their patients and the wider public and how that process should work. 
The guidance applies to all NHS boards, who are supported in their involving people practices by the 
Scottish Health Council. The Council has been working to ensure that patient focus and public 
involvement is embedded in the culture of the NHS. boards‘ practices, which are assessed against the 
National Participation Standard. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will (a) 
make it policy to ensure that GPs receive (i) pre-registration training and (ii) continuing professional 
development in the diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis and (b) take steps to encourage the Royal 
College of General Practitioners to offer additional support to GPs on the diagnosis of rheumatoid 
arthritis. 

 (S4W-10444) 

Alex Neil: GP training is competency based and guided by the learning outcomes described in the 
Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) UK curriculum for GP training, which includes a 
section on the care of people with Musculoskeletal problems, and encompasses inflammatory 
conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis. Delivery of the curriculum is by the relevant Postgraduate 
Deanery, and is overseen by the General Medical Council (GMC). The pre-registration training 
element is at Foundation Year 1 (FY1), where graduate doctors will not yet have chosen a particular 
medical specialty. FY1 enables medical graduates to begin to take supervised responsibility for patient 
care and consolidate the skills that they have learnt at medical school. Satisfactory completion of FY1 
allows the relevant Postgraduate Deanery to recommend to the GMC that the foundation doctor is 
granted full registration. 

The learning outcomes include management of the condition, within teams in primary and specialist 
care settings, following timely diagnosis. A GP in postgraduate training will need to have maintained a 
portfolio of evidence which demonstrates achievement of competencies, which is assessed annually 
by the relevant Deanery. 

Upon completion of training, GPs have a professional obligation to participate in Continuous 
Professional Development (CPD) activities. A successful GP is considered to be one who masters the 
skills required to become a self-directed and needs-based learner, which involves learning whatever is 
required to competently perform the role of a GP. It is Scottish Government policy for GPs to 
participate in an annual appraisal process, which helps GPs to indentify their learning needs to 
address the healthcare needs of their patients. GPs are supported by Health Boards and other 
organisations such as the Postgraduate Deaneries, NHS Education for Scotland, the Medical Royal 
Colleges and others, who provide opportunities for GPs to undertake CPD activities. 

GPs, who are Members or Fellows of the RCGP, can access the learning materials and guidelines 
developed and supported by the RCGP. The Scottish Government will ensure the report of the Health 
Care Needs Assessment on Rheumatoid Arthritis is brought to the attention of key stakeholders, 
including the RCGP. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
prescriptions have been issued for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis in each year since 2007 and at 
what cost. 

 (S4W-10446) 



Alex Neil: Information specific to the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis is not available. However, the 
following table sets out available prescribing data based on Section 1 of Part 10 of the British National 
Formulary, and may include prescriptions for related conditions, such as arthritis and osteoarthritis, as 
well as rheumatoid arthritis. 

Year Number of 
Dispensed Items 

Gross Ingredient 
Cost (£) 

2007 2,458,295 20,218,844 

2008 2,511,135 17,104,690 

2009 2,618,315 16,864,702 

2010 2,709,770 17,530,052 

2011 2,838,762 17,349,963 

 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which NHS 
boards do not fund anti-tumour necrosis factor (anti-TNF) therapy for people with rheumatoid arthritis 
in cases where that treatment is clinically indicated and what (a) national and (b) local targets relate to 
the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. 

 (S4W-10450) 

Alex Neil: Information is not held centrally on which NHS boards fund anti-TNF therapy for people 
with rheumatoid arthritis. 

The Scottish Government would expect patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) to be treated in line 
with SIGN guideline 123, published in February 2011. This guideline provides clear evidence-based 
clinical guidance for rheumatologists, GPs, rheumatology nurse specialists, physiotherapists and other 
health care professionals. 

The final decision on which indicators will be added to the QOF will be made by the BMA's General 
Practitioners Committee (GPC) and NHS Employers, and will be announced winter 2012-13. 

Drugs costs are funded from NHS boards‘ baseline funding provided by the Scottish Government. It 
is for NHS boards to determine how best to utilise baseline funding to meet the healthcare needs of 
their resident population. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
average waiting time was for people with rheumatoid arthritis for follow-up consultations with a 
rheumatology specialist in (a) NHS Fife and (b) Scotland in the last year for which information is 
available. 

 (S4W-10464) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not available centrally. The timing of any second or 
subsequent outpatient appointment would be a matter for the consultant to determine based on the 
individual patient‘s clinical need. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
ensure that people diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis are referred to a specialist at an appropriate 
time in respect of diagnosis and follow-up appointments and during flare-ups. 

 (S4W-10466) 

Alex Neil: A Health Care Needs Assessment (HCNA) on Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) has recently 
been published. This was conducted by the Scottish Public Health Network at the request of Scottish 
Government and outlines current RA service provision across Scotland. It also makes a number of 
recommendations that aim to assist NHS boards to plan and develop services for people living with 
RA. 

The HCNA highlights the following aspects which will all help to improve outcomes: 



the importance of early recognition of possible RA symptoms 

seeking medical advice as soon as possible and 

speedy referral to specialist rheumatology services to ensure early diagnosis and enable treatment 
to commence at the earliest opportunity. 

The report also highlights the role of the multidisciplinary team (MDT) in the management of RA in 
both the early and chronic disease stages. It provides recommendations to NHS Boards that all 
patients should have access to assessment by a full MDT and that patients and primary care teams 
have easy access to the rheumatology team for rapid assessment in the event of a flare up.  

The role of the Scottish Government is to provide policies, frameworks and resources to NHS 
Boards in order that they can deliver services that meet the needs of their local population. NHS 
Boards will therefore need to consider how they will take the recommendations in the HCNA forward. 

A key way to support NHS boards to deliver safe, effective and person centred services is by 
implementing clinical standards. The Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline (SIGN) 123 on the 
Management of Early Rheumatoid Arthritis, provides clinicians in NHSScotland with evidence based 
recommendations for the diagnosis and management of early rheumatoid arthritis. NHS boards are 
expected to implement SIGN guidelines. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the effects of (a) surgery and (b) medicinal drugs on the life expectancy of 
people who have rheumatoid arthritis. 

 (S4W-10472) 

Alex Neil: (a) A Health Care Needs Assessment (HCNA) on Rheumatoid Arthritis has recently been 
published. This was requested by the Scottish Government and undertaken by the Scottish Public 
Health Network (SPHN). The SPHN‘s HCNA identified the role of orthopaedic surgery in relation to 
rheumatoid arthritis (RA) as follows: 

RA may lead to a requirement for orthopaedic surgery, in particular joint replacement surgery, 
synovectomy (removal of the inflamed joint lining), tendon repair and carpal tunnel release. The main 
aims of surgery are to relieve pain, restore function and correct deformity. 

The report also highlights the need for good relationships between rheumatology and orthopaedics 
to ensure optimum management of those requiring surgery. 

(b) The Scottish Government has not made an assessment of the effects of medicinal drugs on the 
life expectancy of people who have rheumatoid arthritis. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) its most 
recent assessment is of progress made toward meeting the 18-week waiting time target for access to 
rheumatoid arthritis services and (b) assessment it has made of the effect of the waiting time target on 
the provision of rheumatology services. 

 (S4W-10475) 

Alex Neil: Waiting time information is not available centrally for access to rheumatoid arthritis 
services, as data is collected at specialty level. 

Published waiting times information for the specialty of rheumatology showed that in June 2012, 
95.7% of patients were seen and treated within 18 weeks from their initial referral. This performance 
exceeds the Scottish Government‘s delivery target of 90% of patients being seen and treated within 18 
weeks. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how NHS boards 
(a) have provided information on inflammatory arthritis to GPs in the last year and (b) plan to provide 
such information in the next year. 

 (S4W-10482) 



Alex Neil: The specific information requested in relation to points (a) and (b) is not held centrally. 

However, a Health Care Needs Assessment (HCNA) on Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) has recently 
been published. It was conducted by the Scottish Public Health Network at the request of Scottish 
Government and makes a number of recommendations that aim to assist NHS boards to plan and 
develop services for people living with RA. It also highlights the role of primary care and the 
importance of informed self management for people living with RA.  

It is for NHS boards to plan and provide services to meet the needs of their resident populations, in 
accordance with national and local priorities and guidelines. NHS boards will need to consider how 
they will take the recommendations in the HCNA forward. 

The Scottish Government has provided funding to Arthritis Care Scotland to help establish its 
website ―Connect Scotland‖. The site is has been written by and is for people living with arthritis. It 
aims to help them, and health professionals to access information, share experiences and build 
community networks. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the position of NHS Education for Scotland is on the Royal College of General Practitioners' 
educational case for extending and enhancing GP training. 

 (S4W-10507) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Medical Training Board (SMTB), which is chaired by the Chief Medical 
Officer for Scotland, provides strategic leadership to the management and development of 
postgraduate medical education and training in Scotland, and reports to the Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Wellbeing.  

NHS Education for Scotland (NES) is a member of the SMTB and has been party to discussions on 
the RCGP proposals, which would require UK-wide agreement before proceeding. The SMTB has 
acknowledged the strength of the educational case but has agreed that further work is necessary to 
fully explore the implications of implementation. 

NES, at the request of the SMTB, is presently assessing the likely impact of these proposals for 
Scotland's current GP training programmes, which will help inform further discussion and 
consideration by the SMTB and, ultimately, the Board's advice to Scottish Ministers. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the General Medical Council on the curriculum and assessment 
changes that might result from the introduction of the Royal College of General Practitioners' 
programme for extending and enhancing GP training. 

 (S4W-10508) 

Alex Neil: Officials of the Scottish Government and the General Medical Council have participated 
in a number of meetings on developments impacting on medical education and training across the UK, 
which have included discussion on the curriculum and assessment changes that might result from the 
introduction of the RCGP‘s programme for extending and enhancing GP training. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many GP practices have a patient participation group. 

 (S4W-10514) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards must involve the communities they serve in planning and developing the 
health and care services they provide and are supported in that role by the Scottish Health Council. 
Although, contractual arrangements mean that different approaches to patient or lay involvement exist 
for general practices, the principles of public involvement do extend to primary care settings. 

Recognising this as an important area for development, the Scottish Health Council has been 
promoting the benefits of involving patients and the public in primary care. Over the past year, it has 
been working with primary care practioners across Scotland to produce tools to help them develop 



their existing Patient Partnership Groups (PPGs) or set-up new Groups in areas where they do not yet 
exist. 

A report on the impact of this work is expected in January. This will include an up-to-date position on 
the numbers of PPGs and offer an up-date on the position reflected in the recent report by P3 and the 
Royal College of General Practitioners – ―Patient Participation in General Practice‖ - which was based 
on a survey issued in late 2009. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many emergency admissions to hospital for asthma in (a) 2006-07, (b) 2007-08, (c) 2008-09, (d) 2009-
10, (e) 2010-11 and (f) 2011-12 could have been avoided if preventative medication had been taken 
properly. 

 (S4W-10598) 

Alex Neil: This information is not collected centrally. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
formally evaluate the NHS self-management programmes available for people with osteoarthritis. 

 (S4W-10633) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has no plans to conduct a formal evaluation of NHS self-
management programmes for patients with osteoarthritis. 

It is for NHS boards to plan and provide services in accordance with national and local priorities and 
in line with the health needs of their resident populations. NHS boards are expected to review services 
and facilities regularly to ensure that they continue to reflect local needs and provide the best quality 
healthcare services. This would include any self management programmes they provide. 

The voluntary sector has an important role to play in supporting NHS boards to deliver high quality 
services. In delivering services NHS boards can make use of self management programmes for a 
wide range of conditions. 

Learning and Justice 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how wildlife crime officers will be deployed in the new single police force. 

 (S4O-1445) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are 109 wildlife crime officers currently in Scottish police forces and they 
play a critical role in the fight against wildlife crime in Scotland, bringing knowledge of the countryside 
and passion for their work in addition to their professional policing skills. Their deployment in the 
Police Service of Scotland will be a matter for the Chief Constable. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much of the Early Years Change Fund (a) has been allocated and (b) is available. 

 

Holding answer issued: 6 November 2012 (S4W-10139) 

Aileen Campbell: The Early Years Change Fund consists of contributions from Scottish 
Government, Local Government and Health. 

The Scottish Government, NHS Scotland and COSLA have agreed minimum contributions to the 
Scottish Government Early Years Change Fund as set out in the following table: 

 2012-13 
£m 

2013-14 
£m 

2014-15 
£m 

2015-16 
£m 

Total 
£m 

Scottish Government 10.5 14.5 16.5 8.5 50 

Health 36 39 42 - 117 

Local Government 20 35 50 - 105 



 2012-13 
£m 

2013-14 
£m 

2014-15 
£m 

2015-16 
£m 

Total 
£m 

Total 272 

 

The Scottish Government contributions will be supplemented by a small amount from Positive 
Futures (Early Years) core funding over the current Spending Review period (2012-13-2013-14-2014-
15) to ensure maximum flexibility and synergy. This gives the following totals: 

2012-13 
£m 

2013-14 
£m 

2014-15 
£m 

2015-16 
£m 

 

Total 
£m 

11.25 15.25 17.25 8.5 52.25 

 

The following Scottish Government funding is committed: 

 2012-13 
£m 

 

2013-14 
£m 

2014-15 
£m 

2015-16 
£m 

Total 

PlayTalkRead 1 1 1 - 3 

Bookbug 1.5 1.5 1.5 - 4.5 

Parenting 
Strategy 

0.05 0.05 0.05 - 0.15 

Play 1.0 1.0 1.0 - 3 

Families and 
Communities 
Fund 

1.5 1.5 1.5 - 4.5 

Early learning 
and childcare 

1.5 1.5 1.5 - 4.5 

Family Support 
(LA) 

3 3 3  9 

Family support 
unallocated  

 3 6  9 

Psychology of 
Parenting  

0.672    0.672 

Local support  0.6 0.8 0.85  2.25 

Total 10.822 13.35 16.4 0 40.572 

 

This leaves uncommitted funding of: 

2012-13 
£m 

2013-14 
£m 

2014-15 
£m 

2015-16 
£m 

 

Total 
£m 

0.428 1.9 0.85 8.5 11.678 

 

This uncommitted funding includes a portion of Scottish Government core budget in addition to Early 
Years Change Fund monies.  

The following table shows the breakdown of the Early Years Change Fund across NHS boards, 
including Special Health Boards for 2012-13. The figures represent indicative allocations issued to 
NHS Boards in respect of Child Healthy Weight Interventions, Childsmile, Infant Nutrition and 
Maternity Services, Family Nurse Partnerships and the demand led budget for Healthy Start, managed 
centrally by the Health and Social Care Directorate. For some of this funding e.g. programmes such as 
Childsmile, the monies for this are already set out and how it will be spent. Other funding streams 
such as those on infant nutrition allow a level of flexibility for delivery. 

Health contribution to EYCF 2012-13 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 1,223,000 

NHS Borders 413,000 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 525,000 



Health contribution to EYCF 2012-13 

NHS Fife 2,015,000 

NHS Forth Valley 1,114,000 

NHS Grampian 1,892,000 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 4,075,000 

NHS Highland 1,085,000 

NHS Lanarkshire 2,018,000 

NHS Lothian 2,947,000 

NHS Orkney 226,000 

NHS Shetland 257,000 

NHS Tayside 2,037,000 

NHS Western Isles 269,000 

Sub-Total 20,096,000 

NHS National Services Scotland * 71,000 

NHS Education for Scotland** 655,000 

Scottish Government Central Budget*** 14,851,000 

Allocations to be confirmed 250,000 

Sub total 15,827,000 

Total 35,922,000 

Notes: 

*Contribution by NSS to Infant Nutrition and Maternity Services programme 

**Contribution by NES to Childsmile, Infant Nutrition and Maternity Services programme 

***includes £11,880,000 for demand led Healthy Start programme and £500,000 for Early Years 
Action Fund 

The allocations for 2013-14 and 2014-15 have still to be finalised subject to Parliamentary approval 
of the budgets for these respective years but the amounts are likely to be similar to the above.  

The 2012-13 allocations have been made to local authorities and the 2013-14 and 2014-15 
allocations will be made in the subsequent years subject to parliamentary approval of the respective 
budgets. Information on spend allocated and available is not held centrally. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many enhanced disclosure certificates are expected to require retrospective checks after 29 October 
2012. 

 (S4W-10278) 

Aileen Campbell: Eligibility criteria for the PVG Scheme differ from those for enhanced disclosures, 
so it is not possible to give a precise figure about the number of people with enhanced disclosure 
certificates who will apply to join the PVG Scheme during the retrospective checking period, though 
Disclosure Scotland anticipates there will be such movement. It is also the case that the enhanced 
disclosure has been retained for a number of other purposes, for example, prospective adoptive 
parents and applicants for certain gaming and lottery licences. 

At 23 October 2012, 267,700 people had joined the PVG Scheme. By the end of retrospective 
checking, Disclosure Scotland anticipates that there will be between 750,000 and 800,000 PVG 
scheme members. 

 

 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Aberdeen City 746,637 1,312,972 1,881,610 

Aberdeenshire 887,999 1,549,683 2,207,393 

Angus 403,696 704,442 1,000,260 

Argyll and Bute 269,747 463,044 655,169 

Clackmannanshire 220,070 385,905 557,503 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 510,816 895,453 1,276,389 

Dundee City 588,239 1,036,918 1,487,438 

East Ayrshire 481,515 843,735 1,201,943 

East Dunbartonshire 339,314 583,530 818,240 

East Lothian 385,487 677,695 980,290 

East Renfrewshire 323,780 558,373 785,155 

Edinburgh, City of 1,629,747 2,874,350 4,138,183 

Eilean Siar 81,283 140,936 198,287 

Falkirk 622,270 1,092,976 1,558,144 

Fife 1,447,765 2,538,173 3,627,574 

Glasgow City 2,525,220 4,439,743 6,367,457 

Highland 803,286 1,408,664 2,016,393 

Inverclyde 315,108 551,295 782,728 

Midlothian 334,176 586,086 834,203 

Moray 299,871 525,903 749,814 

North Ayrshire 565,715 984,549 1,396,204 

North Lanarkshire 1,442,258 2,514,405 3,582,527 

Orkney Islands 63,527 110,347 157,717 

Perth and Kinross 474,468 830,676 1,189,114 

Renfrewshire 667,883 1,166,472 1,665,846 

Scottish Borders 399,500 693,953 989,184 

Shetland Islands 80,659 139,903 196,661 

South Ayrshire 382,670 664,998 950,620 

South Lanarkshire 1,221,391 2,130,971 3,045,799 

Stirling 314,970 547,908 772,575 

West Dunbartonshire 393,677 689,451 987,052 

West Lothian 777,258 1,356,494 1,942,529 

Scotland 20,000,000 35,000,000 50,000,000 



Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Disclosure Scotland has set a target date for the completion of all retrospective checks on 
enhanced disclosure certificates and, if so, what date. 

 (S4W-10279) 

Aileen Campbell: Retrospective checking started on 29 October 2012. Following consultation, 
Ministers indicated that their intention was that retrospective checking should end three years after its 
start date. The intended completion date is 28 October 2015. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether (a) Disclosure Scotland or (b) police forces has/have requested additional resources for Force 
Disclosure Units ahead of the introduction of retrospective checks on enhanced disclosure certificates 
on 29 October 2012. 

 (S4W-10280) 

Aileen Campbell: Six of the nine relevant police forces have requested and been granted additional 
funding by Disclosure Scotland ahead of the introduction of retrospective checking. 

The following table shows the amount of additional funding provided. The figures show annual costs 
and will be pro-rata for the financial year 2012-13. 

Table 

Relevant Police Force Additional 
Funding 

Requested 

Additional 
Funding 
Granted 

Central Scotland Police Nil Nil 

Dumfries and Galloway Constabulary £14,903 £14,903 

Fife Constabulary £25,847 £25,847 

Grampian Police £39,381 £23,791 

Lothian and Borders Police £146,860 £72,000 

Northern Constabulary Nil Nil 

Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency Nil Nil 

Strathclyde Police £228,867 £133,980 

Tayside Police £186,000 £55,232 

Total £641,858 £325,753 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with (a) police forces, (b) Disclosure Scotland and (c) representatives of 
the Scottish police service regarding whether additional resources will be needed once retrospective 
checks on enhanced disclosure certificates start on 29 October 2012. 

 (S4W-10281) 

Aileen Campbell: Discussions have taken place between Disclosure Scotland officials representing 
Scottish Ministers, the Scottish police forces and the ACPOS strategic lead for this area of work. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-10280 on 7 November 2012. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament‘s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has prioritised retrospective checks on enhanced disclosure certificates of staff from certain 
organisations and, if so, what organisations. 

 (S4W-10282) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Aileen Campbell: Disclosure Scotland has not prioritised retrospective checking for any 
organisation. It has worked with major users to put in place monthly maximum allocations of 
retrospective applications they may submit. The allocations are not inflexible and will be reviewed 
regularly by Disclosure Scotland in consultation with the organisations. 

The decision about which staff and when they should be asked to apply to join the PVG Scheme 
under retrospective checking has been left to employers and organisations as they are best placed to 
make that decision. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it (a) plans to recommence publishing monthly performance indicators on the Disclosure 
Scotland website and (b) has discussed publishing police response times on a monthly basis. 

 (S4W-10283) 

Aileen Campbell: On a weekly basis, Disclosure Scotland publishes information on its website 
about its performance against its service level target. In the near future, Disclosure Scotland will begin 
publishing monthly performance indicators about the PVG Scheme. 

Police response times for force enquiries have not been published by Disclosure Scotland. This 
remains under consideration. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-09775 by Nicola Sturgeon on 22 October 2012, what the (a) grades and (b) 
responsibilities are of each of the officials in the Scottish Government Defence Policy Unit.  

 (S4W-10437) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Defence Policy Unit, which forms part of Resilience Division, currently 
comprises seven officials whose respective grades are C2, C1, 3 B3s, B2 and B1. The work of any 
one official will contribute to a number of strands of the Unit‘s work. For details of the work programme 
of the Defence Policy Unit, I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-10439 on 7 November 
2012. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament‘s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answers to questions S4W-09775, S4W-09805, S4W-09806, and S4W-09807 by Nicola Sturgeon on 
22 October 2012, whether the Scottish Government Defence Policy Unit has a work programme and, 
if so, (a) what this is, (b) what work it is doing and (c) what its justification is for this in light of the 
cabinet secretary's response that "decisions on defence budgets in an independent Scotland are 
subject to future consideration and approval by the Scottish Government and Scottish Parliament". 

 (S4W-10439) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The work programme of the Defence Policy Unit, which is a part of Resilience 
Division, provides support to Ministers, to our Armed Forces and Veterans and to our communities 
across a range of defence activity in Scotland. This includes: ensuring that Scotland‘s personnel, their 
families and veterans can access inclusive, quality services as outlined in the Scottish Government‘s 
―Our Commitments‖ paper; supporting the relationship between defence bases and the communities 
that host them; supporting Scottish Ministers in developing defence policies for the constitutional 
options open to the people of Scotland; and liaising with the UK Government and the armed forces on 
defence issues and impacts in Scotland. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
provisions have been made to deal with any extra financial demand that may arise from additional 
student travel requirements as a result of college mergers. 

 (S4W-10489) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Russell: Decisions on individual mergers are a matter for the colleges involved. Colleges 
will of course consult on their merger proposals and I expect them to consider the views of 
stakeholders and the public in taking forward merger. 

That said we are maintaining further education (FE) student support at the record level of over £95 
million despite very significant financial pressures. Students aged 18 and over can apply for a 
maintenance bursary of up to £89.07 per week. All FE students who live more than 2 miles from the 
college are also eligible for consideration for a travel allowance. Students studying higher education 
courses are eligible to apply for financial support from the Student Awards Agency for Scotland. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government at what 
stage during its consultation on college mergers it considered a possible increase in student travel 
costs. 

 (S4W-10490) 

Michael Russell: In our joint consultation with the SFC ―College regionalisation: Proposals for 
implementing Putting Learners at the Centre‖ we made clear we expected the major campuses that 
currently exist to remain. The consultation also made clear the importance, in defining the new college 
regions, of reflecting distances students have to travel. 

Respondees strongly welcomed the Government‘s intention to protect local access-level provision 
within the college regions proposed in the consultation, recognising that college regionalisation offered 
a number of opportunities to improve and enhance the learner experience. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consultations it had with stakeholders regarding the impact on student travel of college mergers. 

 (S4W-10491) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-10490 on 7 November 2012. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament‘s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considered a possible increase in the number of college drop-outs when deciding on college 
mergers. 

 (S4W-10492) 

Michael Russell: Students‘ experience are an important factor in any merger proposal. Moreover, 
improving colleges‘ retention rates is an important aim of our Post 16 reforms, and is a key indicator in 
college outcome agreements for 2012-13. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will monitor whether additional travel costs are making it impossible for students to continue 
their studies following college mergers. 

 (S4W-10493) 

Michael Russell: While the current configuration of college campuses is expected to remain the 
same, we would expect colleges to monitor the implication of any merger on students through a post 
merger evaluation process, including the SFC. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
its response to the National Forum on Drugs Death Annual Report 2010/11, what discussions have 
taken place to review the (a) capacity and (b) suitability of the Enhanced Service Contact as the main 
mechanism for supporting GPs in taking drug treatment work forward.   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-10583) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Discussions are ongoing between Scottish Government officials and 
relevant stakeholders, including GPs, to discuss the management of patients with substance misuse. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
its response to the National Forum on Drugs Death Annual Report 2010/11, what discussions there 
have been to encourage all GPs to consider treatment of drug users as essential work. 

 (S4W-10584) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Drug Misuse and Dependence: UK Guidelines on Clinical Management 
(2007), endorsed and recommended by all four UK administrations, provide guidance to clinicians and 
practitioners on the treatment of drug misuse in the UK. 

The Scottish Government acknowledges and promotes the important role of GPs in the delivery of 
the national drugs strategy, the Road to Recovery. Both the independent National Forum on Drug 
Related Deaths (established in 2005) and the Drugs Strategy Delivery Commission (established in 
2009) have a wide-range of expert and professional representation from across Scotland, including 
from GPs. 

 

In addition, the Scottish Government has also committed to revise the 2006 National Quality 
Standards for Substance Misuse Services: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/09/25092710/0 

to ensure that they are aligned more closely with the aims of the Road to Recovery and to make 
sure that people have access to the highest quality services to enable and support their recovery. At 
operational level, National Quality Standards for service delivery set expectations for operation and 
management that are clear to all concerned – service providers (including GPs), service users and 
their families - and can help to drive a culture of continuous evaluation and improvement for services 
across the country. 

The Scottish Government also provides funding to the Scottish Recovery Consortium, whose latest 
recovery campaign in the West of Scotland involved a workshop for treatment providers and the 
production of a learning tool entitled ‗An Invitation to Talk about Recovery‘. This has been used to 
develop the recovery practice of the drug workforce and those commissioning services. The goal of 
the Consortium is to help local treatment agencies, including GPs, to take the next step in their 
recovery practice. 

The national take home naloxone programme, funded by the Scottish Government, has included 
work to support and train GPs in offering this life saving intervention. NHS Health Scotland (in 
collaboration with the Scottish Drugs Forum) is currently leading a GP engagement project to support 
the delivery of the national naloxone programme. As part of this, a needs assessment is currently 
underway which will be used to inform the development of a GP resource and support package to 
expand access to take-home naloxone among those at-risk of opioid overdose in Scotland. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the criteria are for determining whether or not a school is classified as rural under 
the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. 

 (S4W-10648) 

Michael Russell: The Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 requires Scottish Ministers to 
maintain a list of rural schools. Section 14 of the 2010 Act states that in determining the question of 
rurality when considering whether a school falls to be included in or excluded from the list of rural 
schools, the Scottish Ministers are to have regard (in particular) to— 

(a) the population of the community (or settlement) in which the school is located, 

(b) the geographical circumstances of that community (or settlement) including its 

relative remoteness or inaccessibility. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/09/25092710/0


The Scottish Government Urban Rural Classification, provides a standard definition of rural areas in 
Scotland. The rural school list is prepared using this classification system with 3 different 
classifications for rural school (Accessible Rural, Remote Rural and Very Remote Rural). These 
classifications are based on the settlement size where the school is located and also by the drive time 
to another settlement. The detail of the classification criteria is set out in the following table. 

Accessible Rural Settlements of fewer than 3,000 people and within 30 minutes 
drive of a settlement of 10,000 or more. 

Remote Rural Settlements of fewer than 3,000 people and with a drive time of 
between 30 and 60 minutes to a settlement of 10,000 or more. 

Very Remote Rural Settlements of fewer than 3,000 people and with a drive time of 
over 60 minutes to a settlement of 10,000 or more. 

 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the process is for reclassifying a school as rural under the terms of the Schools 
(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. 

 (S4W-10649) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government Urban Rural Classification, on which the Rural School 
List is based, is updated every two years, and the most recent version was published in August 2012. 
Following the update of the Classification, the Rural Schools List is them amended to take account of 
the revisions. This review also takes place every two years with the next review planned for Spring 
2013. As the classification of schools as rural is based on the population density of their postcode 
area, this classification may change over time as settlements expand or contract. 

The Scottish Government is aware that some local authorities have indicated that current rural 
school list may include a small number of anomalies. 

It is open to an education authority to raise a concern they might have about the post code allocation 
for a school with the Post Office and enquire whether the post code could be changed to that of an 
adjacent post code area. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has for the digital recording of Scotland‘s cultural archive. 

Holding answer issued: 25 October 2012 (S4W-9918) 

Fiona Hyslop: A significant number of Scottish bodies have plans for producing digital content 
which will capture the national cultural record and ensure greater public access. The Scottish Library 
and Information Council, Museums Galleries Scotland, the Scottish Council for Archives and the 
National Collections have signed a memorandum with the common vision of maximising digital access 
to resources held in Scotland‘s libraries, museums and archives. The National Records of Scotland 
continues to digitally record its registers and records with 79 million images online. The National 
Library of Scotland will soon surpass over two million pages of digital content. The National Galleries 
of Scotland continues to add to its 3,300 online works. The Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland‘s has 680,000 images online with more being added daily. Historic 
Scotland has embarked on the Rae project, which will see all properties in the care of Scottish 
Ministers digitally recorded over the next ten years.  Scotland is the first country in the world to deliver 
this. Further details of plans were debated in the debate: Heritage (Digital Technology) – S4M-01023 - 
in Parliament on 6 October 2011: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6740&mode=html#iob_61235. 

Transport Scotland 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
companies can supply smart-ticketing equipment to organisations providing community transport. 

 (S4W-10303) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6740&mode=html#iob_61235


Keith Brown: Any bus operator wishing to participate in Scotland-Wide Free Bus Travel for Older 
and Disabled People is required to use ITSO compliant smart-enabled Electronic Ticket Machines 
(ETMs) and Related Infrastructure approved by Scottish Ministers. 

There are three approved suppliers of ETMs originating from the original Framework Agreement: 

Almex (trading name of Hoeft & Wessel, a German company) 

Parkeon (a French company who acquired Wayfarer) 

VIX Technology (formerly ERG) 

There is also another ITSO-accredited supplier, Ticketer, but as yet no formal testing has taken 
place in respect of its compatibility with the Scotland-wide free bus travel scheme. 

In addition there might be agents or ―re-sellers‖ of some approved equipment. Transport Scotland 
has not engaged directly with these agents and is not aware of their arrangements with the 
manufacturers. It would be the operator‘s responsibility to satisfy themselves as to the 
appropriateness of such arrangements. 

Transport Scotland has guidance for bus operators who wish to purchase ITSO smart-enabled 
ETMs and related infrastructure. This information has been placed in the Parliament‘s Information 
Centre (Bib. number 54432). 

Where a community transport operator does not wish to participate in the concessionary travel 
scheme, there is no requirement for them to purchase ITSO smart-enabled ETMs. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
construction on the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route will (a) commence and (b) be completed. 

 (S4W-10320) 

Keith Brown: An indicative timetable for construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
was published on Transport Scotland‘s website on 17 October 2012. This timetable indicates 
construction commencing in Autumn 2014 with construction completion in Spring 2018. Further details 
are available at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/AWPR-decision-just-ruling 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish the timetable for the construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-10322) 

Keith Brown: An indicative timetable for construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
was published on Transport Scotland‘s website on 17 October 2012. Further details are available at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/AWPR-decision-just-ruling. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
work on improvements to the Haudagain roundabout will (a) commence and (b) be completed. 

 (S4W-10323) 

Keith Brown: The commitment to start improvements to Haudagain following completion of the 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route remains firmly in place. The Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
is due to be completed in Spring 2018 and the current estimated construction duration for the 
Haudagain improvements preferred option is nine months. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish details of the procurement process for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route and award 
contracts in relation to this. 

 (S4W-10324) 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/AWPR-decision-just-ruling
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/AWPR-decision-just-ruling


Keith Brown: A Prior Information Notice was published on 19 October 2012 which signalled the 
start of the procurement process. 

As published on Transport Scotland‘s Website, the indicative timetable in relation to the procurement 
process is: 

Early 2013 - Hold industry day to discuss tenders 

Early 2013 - Publish Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) contract notice 

Spring 2013 - Issue invitation to tender 

Autumn 2014 - Award contract/commence works 

Further details are available at: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/AWPR-decision-just-ruling. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will carry out an assessment of the physical and mental health benefits of the national 
concessionary travel scheme for (a) disabled people, (b) older people and (c) veterans. 

 (S4W-10612) 

Keith Brown: In 2009, we published an independent review entitled Evaluation of the National 
Concessionary Travel Scheme in Scotland. This assessed the overall benefits of the scheme, 
including the promotion of social inclusion and better health. The report can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/05/13144419/0. 

We have no plans at present for a further assessment of associated health benefits. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
funding has been allocated in the draft budget 2013-14 to support work on the Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-10725) 

Keith Brown: The 2013-14 Draft Budget allocates £104.9 million to the Motorway and Trunk Roads 
programme, which includes the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. Now that the project is clear of 
legal challenge officials from Transport Scotland, Aberdeen City Council and Aberdeenshire Council 
are working together to manage the timing of the budget requirements of the project going forward. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
costs it incurred as a result of the public local inquiry on the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
project and what information it has on the costs incurred by other parties. 

 (S4W-10754) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-26029 on 13 August 2009. All 
answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament‘s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The Scottish Government has no information on the costs incurred by other parties in relation to the 
Public Local Inquiry. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-10615 by Keith Brown on 29 October 2012, whether it will provide a 
breakdown of what led to the increased costs of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route project. 

 (S4W-10756) 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/AWPR-decision-just-ruling
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/05/13144419/0
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Keith Brown: As detailed in the answer S4W-10615, the revised costs of the Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route following scope changes, the inclusion of standard risk costs and rebasing to 2012 
prices totals £653 million. 

Cost increases due to inflation total £230 million. There is also an additional £21million associated 
with scope changes to the scheme and £54 million allocated for risk. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what progress it is making on developing policies to reduce emissions in the 
transport sector. 

 (S4W-10905) 

Keith Brown: A wide range of Scottish measures are currently in place to encourage the sought 
after transformation to a low carbon transport system, with investment both in existing networks and 
transport modes and in developing new and alternative transport options. Policy development and 
delivery work covers decarbonising vehicles, promoting sustainable communities, engaging with 
businesses and organisations, and improving road network efficiencies. Further detail will be set out in 
the second Report on Proposals and Policies. 

 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY 

John Lamont: To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body how the Business Information 
Technology (BIT) office processes its customer feedback emails. 
 

(S4W-10265) 
 
David Stewart: The customer feedback emails are manually collated to provide monthly customer 
satisfaction information and to aid continuous improvement of BIT service and services.  The 
information is then reviewed by the BIT management team and negative feedback is assigned to the 
appropriate manager for action. 

 

The following questions were given holding answers: 

S4W-10166 
S4W-10184 
S4W-10185 
S4W-10418 
S4W-10419 
S4W-10483 
S4W-10484 
S4W-10485 
S4W-10494 
S4W-10495 
S4W-10496 
S4W-10497 
S4W-10498 
S4W-10499 
S4W-10500 
S4W-10501 


