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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what terms of reference 
it set for the James Hutton Institute for the research that it is carrying out into how people feel about 
local wind energy developments. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2012 (S4W-09482) 

Fergus Ewing: As part of the strategic research programmes commissioned by the Scottish 
Government the James Hutton Institute is investigating the issue of how communities might prefer to 
receive financial benefits from wind energy developments, and what they might like that funding to be 
used for. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what companies other 
than the James Hutton Institute are carrying out research into wind energy on its behalf and with what 
terms of reference. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2012 (S4W-09483) 

Fergus Ewing: The work of the James Hutton Institute is part of the “Water and Renewable Energy” 
research theme being conducted by the Scottish Government’s main research providers. 

In addition, the Centre of Expertise for Climate Change (ClimateXChange) has been commissioned 
to undertake research on the socio-economic benefits of community and locally-owned renewables, 
including wind energy. ClimateXChange is a collaboration between 16 research and higher education 
institutions across Scotland and includes the James Hutton Institute (further information at 
http://www.climatexchange.org.uk/). The commissioned research will be undertaken by the James 
Hutton Institute and the Fraser of Allander Institute in the University of Strathclyde. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it is paying 
the James Hutton Institute to carry out research into wind energy developments. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2012 (S4W-09484) 

Fergus Ewing: This work is part of a larger programme of research funded by the Scottish 
Government’s Rural and Environment Science and Analytical Services (RESAS) division. We estimate 
that the investment in wind energy research in the current financial year, 2012-13, will be around 
£90,000. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
questionnaires the James Hutton Institute has distributed and to (a) whom and (b) what communities. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2012 (S4W-09485) 

Fergus Ewing: The questionnaire has been conducted by postal survey of approximately 1,000 
households in Alford (Aberdeenshire) and another 1,000 households in Shotts (Lanarkshire), all within 
a 10 km radius of proposed wind farm developments. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has asked 
the James Hutton Institute to focus its research on community benefit schemes. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2012 (S4W-09486) 

Fergus Ewing: The broader programme of the James Hutton Institute research is positioned to 
deliver outputs that will assist the Scottish Government in developing sustainable approaches to 
various aspects of renewable energy, including community benefits. 

 

http://www.climatexchange.org.uk/


Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will use the 
findings of the James Hutton Institute's research into how people feel about local wind energy 
developments.  

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2012 (S4W-09487) 

Fergus Ewing: The findings will be analysed as part of a wider research programme on the 
provision and sustainability of land-based renewable energy. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of the impact on employment, what approaches it has made to defence industries based in 
Scotland to encourage them to diversify into civilian areas of work. 

 (S4W-09687) 

Fergus Ewing: Scotland has a rich and diverse defence industry in Scotland, with many companies 
working across a broad range of other sectors, including in the growing renewables market. 

The Scottish Government and our agencies are working to support companies, including defence 
companies, diversify into new markets through innovation support, research and development funding; 
skills and training, and to harness and exploit international opportunities through inward or outward 
investment. This includes exploring opportunities for joint working in key strategic areas with other 
Scottish key sectors such as digital markets & enabling technologies and textiles. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
licences to kill ravens were granted by (a) it and (b) Scottish Natural Heritage in (i) 2011 and (ii) 2012 
and what the grounds were for granting such licences, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-09688) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Licences were issued by the Scottish Government up until 30 June 2011. This 
licensing function was delegated to Scottish Natural Heritage with effect from 1 July 2011. 

Licences issued by the Scottish Government up to 30 June 2011, broken down by local authority: 

Local Authority Number of Licences Issued 

Argyll and Bute 40 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 12 

Grampian 3 

Highland 25 

North Ayrshire 15 

Perth and Kinross 8 

Total 103   

 
Licences issued by SNH from 1 July 2011, broken down by local authority (with some extending into 

2012): 

Local Authority Number of Licences Issued 

Argyll and Bute 2 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 1 

Highland 1 

North Ayrshire 4 

Total 8 

 
Licences issued by SNH for 2012, broken down by local authority (with a small number extending 

into 2013): 

Local Authority Number of Licences Issued 

Angus 2 

Argyll and Bute 41 

Scottish Borders 1 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 15 



Local Authority Number of Licences Issued 

Highland 22 

North Ayrshire 12 

Perth and Kinross 2 

Stirling 1 

Total 96 

 
All the licences above were granted for the purpose of preventing serious damage to livestock under 

Section 16(1)(k) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Licences can only be granted to prevent 
serious damage to livestock where there is no other satisfactory solution.  

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
multi-annual licences to kill ravens have been granted since 2011, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-09689) 

Paul Wheelhouse: All licences issued were for 12 months or less. The period of the licence is set 
for when lambs are most vulnerable to attacks by ravens. In exceptional circumstances, the licence 
period can be extended for up to two years. 

Licences can only be granted to prevent serious damage to livestock and when there is no other 
satisfactory solution. This does not necessarily mean that serious damage has occurred, but that it is 
likely to occur. Numerous conditions are applied to licences including that lethal control can only be 
used as a last resort and when “scaring” has failed. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of holders of licences to kill ravens indicated that they had made kills in 2011 and how 
many birds were killed. 

 (S4W-09690) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate 
(SGRPID) is currently processing the returns (i.e. number of ravens shot) for the 103 licences issued 
up to 30 June 2011 with a combined bag limit of 600 birds. 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) issued eight licences in 2011 after taking over responsibility for 
licensing on 1 July 2011. Licence returns received so far show a total of 31 birds shot. SNH is awaiting 
two returns as they are from licences extending into 2012. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
licences to kill ravens have not been renewed by Scottish Natural Heritage because of non-
compliance with conditions in each year since 2011. 

 (S4W-09691) 

Paul Wheelhouse: To date, no such cases have occurred. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Scottish Natural Heritage will publish details annually of the number of ravens killed under licence. 

 (S4W-09692) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Natural Heritage is considering how to publish statistics in the future. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what factors 
are considered when considering granting a licence to kill ravens. 

 (S4W-09693) 



Paul Wheelhouse: For licences that are issued under Section 16(1)(k) of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981, the following factors are considered: what damage to livestock has been 
experienced; what the likelihood of damage to livestock is; numbers of birds present; whether or not 
there are possible alternatives; and the conservation implications of any licensed control. In many 
cases Scottish Natural Heritage relies on expert advice from site visits made by Scottish Government 
Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate (SGRPID) staff to inform licensing decisions. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
there are licensing restrictions to control the killing of ravens in nests during the breeding season. 

 (S4W-09694) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Conditions are included in licences; these state that shooting should only be 
carried out away from the nest. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what checks 
are made to ensure that livestock protection licences to kill ravens are not used for game 
management. 

 (S4W-09695) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The conditions included in these licences state that they may only be used to 
prevent serious damage to livestock. Site visits are made to assess the situation on a case-by-case 
basis. Failure to comply with the terms or conditions of a licence could constitute an offence. If 
allegations were made in this respect, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) would rely on the police to 
investigate. Additionally, SNH is able to monitor licences through information received by area staff, 
Rural Payments and Inspections Staff, or the public, and has the power to revoke them should it 
become apparent that a licence is being abused. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment has been made of the impact of the 2008-13 Scotland Rural Development 
Programme (SRDP) on the rural economy in preparation for a new SRDP to begin on 1 January 2014. 

 (S4W-09701) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has undertaken a First Stage Review, a Mid Term 
Evaluation, along with annual reports to assess the impact of the 2007-13 Scotland Rural 
Development Programme (SRDP). The evidence from these reports, alongside the feedback we have 
received through our on-going engagement with stakeholders, will aid the preparation for the 2014-20 
SRDP. 

Once the 2007-13 SRDP has been completed, the Scottish Government will undertake an Ex Post 
Evaluation which will further inform how future improvements can be made to the 2014-20 programme 
in order to maximise its impact on the rural economy. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of agricultural businesses received funding from the 2008-13 Scotland Rural 
Development Programme, broken down by Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate (RPID) area 
office. 

 (S4W-09702) 

Richard Lochhead: We do not hold details of the total number of agricultural businesses in 
Scotland. However as a proxy, we have used the total number of RPID customers, (counted as Single 
Application Form applications), in Scotland. This amounts to 21,747 organisations in 2012. 

The following table sets out the total number of organisations receiving funding under each scheme 
within the Scotland Rural Development Programme, as a percentage of this total number of 
customers. These figures are broken down by Rural Payments and Inspection Directorate area office, 
where we hold the data in this way. 



Rural Payments 
and Inspection 
Directorate Area 
Office 

Rural Priorities 
(2009-11) 

Less Favoured Area 
Support Scheme 

(2009-11) 

Crofting Counties 
Agricultural Grant Scheme 

(01-12-09 to 21-09-12) 

Land Manager 
Options 

(2009-11) 

No % No % No % No % 

Ayr 1,123 18% 3,276 53% 0 0% 2,308 37% 

Benbecula 367 17% 1,615 73% 198 14% 252 11% 

Dumfries 974 20% 2,578 53% 0 0% 1,289 27% 

Elgin 525 31% 839 49% 0 0% 796 46% 

Galashiels 1,426 25% 2,356 42% 0 0% 2,169 38% 

Golspie 250 16% 1,132 70% 140 13% 168 10% 

Hamilton 266 10% 1,621 64% 0 0% 1,063 42% 

Inverness 971 21% 2,803 60% 174 6% 1,029 22% 

Inverurie 2,800 30% 2,968 31% 0 0% 4,341 46% 

Kirkwall 619 26% 1,855 77% 84 5% 546 23% 

Lerwick 284 9% 2,646 85% 173 8% 165 5% 

Oban 1,160 34% 2,438 72% 64 3% 985 29% 

Perth 1,626 18% 2,720 31% 0 0% 3,320 37% 

Portree 240 14% 1,368 77% 195 16% 310 18% 

Stornoway 250 7% 2,810 74% 278 11% 163 4% 

Thurso 477 19% 1,879 75% 141 8% 784 31% 

Total 13,358 21% 34,904 54% 1,447 3% 19,688 30% 

  
For the following Scotland Rural Development Programme schemes the data is available only at a 

Scotland-wide level, as they are not directly administered by Rural Payments and Inspection 
Directorate area offices. 

Scheme No of Beneficiaries 
(2008-13) 

Skills Development Scheme (2008-13) 40 

Food Processing, Marketing and Cooperation Grant Scheme (2008-13) 159 

LEADER (2008-13) 1722 

Forestry Challenge Funds (2008-13) 146 

 
As the recipients of these schemes are outwith the RPID customer base, it is not appropriate to 

calculate as a percentage of total customers. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what budget remains to be committed in the 2008-13 Scotland Rural Development Programme. 

 (S4W-09703) 

Richard Lochhead: The competitive element of the Scotland Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP) budget is forecast to be nearly fully committed following the Rural Priorities Regional Proposal 
Assessment Committee (RPAC) in October 2012 and taking account of expected future project 
approvals, allowing applicants to complete work before the end of December 2013. 

The non-competitive element of the SRDP budget is currently forecast to be fully committed 
following receipt of the 2013 single application forms. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of 2008-13 Scotland Rural Development Programme spend by 
Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate area office. 

 

 (S4W-09704) 

Richard Lochhead: We do not disaggregate Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP) 
spend at area office level, as each scheme is administered in its own way and not always linked 



directly to individual area offices. However, we can provide the following breakdown of gross 
expenditure by scheme from 2007-08 to 2011-12. 

SRDP Gross Expenditure by Scheme 
Total Expenditure 2007-08 to 2011-12 

Scheme  

Crofting Counties Agricultural Grants Scheme 2,458,978 

Forestry (legacy and other funding) 31,498,751 

Food Processing and Marketing Grants 14,255,391 

Leader  24,068,544 

LFASS (Less Favoured Area Support Scheme) 357,374,296 

Land Managers Options (including previous Land Management 
Contract Menu Scheme) 

68,152,320 

Rural Priorities (including agri-legacy and new forestry funding) 204,300,962 

Misc 2,406,669 

Total expenditure (millions) 704,515,911 

 
 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that the ring-fence element of Southern Isles' milk quota system is necessary for 
the Kintyre dairy industry. 

 (S4W-09738) 

Richard Lochhead: The purpose of the ring fence provisions is to provide a degree of protection for 
the island creameries which fulfil an important economic role in their local community as well as 
effectively guaranteeing a market for raw milk produced by local farmers.  

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
benefits the ring-fence element of the Southern Isles' milk quota system has brought to the Kintyre 
dairy industry and how many dairies operating in the area have benefited. 

 (S4W-09739) 

Richard Lochhead: The ring-fence provisions continue to provide a degree of protection for the 
creameries of Arran and Campbeltown, which fulfil an important economic role in the local 
communities as well as effectively guaranteeing a market for all the raw milk produced by the local 
dairy farmers. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will carry out a review of the ring-fence arrangements that are part of the milk quota system. 

 (S4W-09741) 

Richard Lochhead: At my request, a review of the Scottish Milk Quota Ring Fences Provisions was 
carried out by the Scottish Agriculture College (SAC) in December 2011. The SAC review concluded 
that the ring-fence provisions should continue until 2015 when the milk quota system is due to be 
removed by the EU Commission. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason seabirds are not part of the selection criteria for marine 
protected areas. 

 (S4W-09747) 

Richard Lochhead: The Marine Protected Area (MPA) network will include designations under the 
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, EU Habitats Directive, EU Wild Birds Directive, and marine components 
of Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

There are currently 47 Special Protection Areas (SPAs), under the EU Wild Birds Directive, and a 
further 17 SSSIs already providing protection of seabirds in the MPA network. 



Work is also progressing to identify further locations in the marine environment that meet the criteria 
for consideration as Special Protection Areas for seabirds and waterfowl for critical activities such as 
foraging. 

The only species of seabird in Scotland not covered by SPA provisions of the EU Wild Birds 
Directive is the Black Guillemot. Consequently Nature Conservation MPA proposals are being 
identified, under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, for this species. There will also be proposals for 
protection of sandeels, a key prey species for seabirds. 

It is envisaged that completion of all of these designations will provide a resilient MPA network for 
seabirds. The periodic reviews of the network as required by the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 will 
provide an opportunity to ensure that this is the case. 

I will report in detail to the Parliament on progress to create the MPA network in December 2012. 

Finance 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will have a role in implementing the proposals in the Infrastructure (Financial Assistance) 
Bill that has been introduced by the UK Government and, if so, what this will be. 

 (S4W-09700) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Yes. We discussed this with the UK Government at the Joint Ministerial 
Committee on 19 September. Although the process is still to be finalised, our expectation is that the 
Scottish Government will be consulted prior to any decisions being made on the provision of 
guarantees for projects in Scotland, and that any publicly funded projects are likely to have been 
included within our Infrastructure Investment Plan, published last December. 

The Scottish Government is already using guarantees in a range of innovative ways, such as to 
provide affordable homes under the mortgage indemnity scheme and the National Housing Trust 
initiative. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-09444 by Nicola Sturgeon on 19 
September 2012, what the costings are for each project listed. 

 (S4W-09742) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The estimated costs for each of the projects listed in the answer to S4W-09444 
are included in the following table. 

Project Name 
Estimated Cost 

(£ Million) 

Inverness College  51 

Western Isles Schools Project
1
 40.6 

Orkney Islands Schools Investment Programme
1
 40 

Kessock Bridge upgrade 18 

Stornoway-Ullapool Ferry 42 

Wick High School
2
 To be confirmed 

Evie Primary School, Orkney
2
 To be confirmed 

Happy Hansel Primary School, Shetland
2
 To be confirmed 

Milnes Primary School, Moray
2
 To be confirmed 

Campbeltown Grammar School
2
 To be confirmed 

Dunoon/Kirn/St. Mun's Primary School
2
 To be confirmed 

Daliburgh Primary School, Western Isles
2
 8.7 

Tain Health Centre  5 

Forres Health Centre  5.5 

Oban Dental Facility 2.6 

Mull and Iona Progressive Care Centre
3
 4.8 

Arnish Plant and Estate Improvements
4
 2 

Inverness Campus
4
 6 

Forres Enterprise Park – Extension of Roads
4
 3 



Project Name 
Estimated Cost 

(£ Million) 

Forres Enterprise Park – Provide 2 Units
4
 3 

Building Development within Forres Enterprise zone
4
 3.5 

Lews Castle development
4
 1.6 

West Highland College infrastructure expansion
4
 1.5 

Kennacraig,  Kintyre, Phase 2 – causeway
4
 3.9 

Notes: 
1. These figures relate to the Scottish Government funding in support of the projects. 
2. These schools form part of Phase 1 and 2 of the Scottish Government’s £1.25 billion “Scotland’s 
Schools for the Future School Building Programme”. Cost figures have yet to be confirmed for those 
schools which are not in construction or operational. 
3. This is a joint project between NHS Highland, Argyll and Bute Council, the Scottish Government, 
West Highland Housing Association and the Mull and Iona Progressive Care Company. The cost 
figure relates to NHS Highland’s contribution. 
4. These projects form part of the Scottish Government’s £105 million package of economic stimulus 
for this year which was announced on 27 June and the cost figures relate to the Scottish Government 
funding in support. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-09445 by Nicola Sturgeon on 19 
September 2012, what the anticipated costings are for each project listed. 

 (S4W-09743) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The estimated costs for each of the projects listed in the answer to S4W-09445 
are included in the following table. 

Project Name 
Estimated Cost 

(£ Million) 

Aberdeen to Inverness Rail Improvements
1
 250-500 

Highland Main Line Improvements
1
 250-600 

Dualling of the A9
1
 1500-3000 

A96 Upgrading
1
 250-500 

A82 Improvements
1
 200-250 

HMP Highland
1
 To be confirmed 

Development of Balfour Hospital and Kirkwall Dental Centre (NHS Orkney)
1
 60-70 

Day Services Centre, Raigmore Hospital (NHS Highland)
1
 25 

Scalloway Health Centre (NHS Shetland)
2
 To be confirmed 

St Brendan’s Hospital (NHS Western Isles) To be confirmed 

Notes: 
1. The estimated cost figures have been taken from The Infrastructure Investment Plan which can be 
found at the following link http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/12/05141922/0. 
2. NHS Shetland has been allocated £2.1 million hub enabling funds to take this project forward. Hub 
North is currently doing an option appraisal of the potential locations identified for the health centre to 
inform the process and provide a base for the full business case. The potential options are expected to 
have significantly different lead implementation times and costs. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
preventative spending will be allocated to the voluntary sector. 

 (S4W-09764) 

John Swinney: It is for each Partnership to decide how it wants to disburse Early Years and 
Reshaping Care for Older People Change Fund resources locally. Allocations from the Reducing 
Reoffending Change Fund are still to be made but it will provide funding for partnerships of third and 
public sector organisations.  

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/12/05141922/0


Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many times 
the joint ministerial group on public sector pensions has met; which (a) ministers and (b) trade unions 
attended each meeting and what issues have been (i) discussed and (ii) agreed. 

 (S4W-09773) 

John Swinney: In August 2011, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth convened a short-term, high-level group of Scottish ministers, trade union and employers’ 
representatives to consider the UK Government’s policy of increasing employee contributions to public 
service pensions by an average of 3.2% of pensionable pay. That group met three times during 
August and September 2011. 

Tri-partite negotiations on public service pension reform in Scotland are being taken forward at 
individual scheme level. Cabinet Secretaries initiated these negotiations in March 2012. 
Representative trade unions and staff associations are involved in each negotiating group and a wide 
range of issues have been discussed. Negotiations are ongoing. 

Governance and Communities 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-08911 by John Swinney on 27 July 2012, what 
the outcome was of the last "regular monitoring" of non-domestic rates income projections. 

Holding answer issued: 1 October 2012 (S4W-09656) 

John Swinney: The estimates published in the Draft Budget are based on the most robust data 
available at that time. Local authorities are due to submit their data returns (the 2011-12 non-domestic 
rate notified amounts and the 2012-13 non-domestic rate mid-year estimates) in early October and the 
September Retail Price Index (RPI) figures will be released by the middle of October. 

Following a review of the information that will be available in October, any future adjustments 
necessary will be brought to the attention of the Parliament and its committees for scrutiny as part of 
the Budget process. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many businesses in Aberdeen City have benefited from a reduction in rates under the small 
business bonus scheme. 

 (S4W-09767) 

Fergus Ewing: Official Statistics, published on 27 October 2011, showed that 2,010 business 
premises in Aberdeen City were paying reduced or zero business rates under the small business 
bonus scheme. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the total saving to businesses in Aberdeen City has been under the small business bonus 
scheme. 

 (S4W-09768) 

Fergus Ewing: Since its introduction in 2008 by this government, the small business bonus scheme 
has saved businesses in Aberdeen City £12.7 million in business rates taxation. 

Health and Social Care 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on reports that the lead researcher on its consultation on civil 
partnership and same sex marriage "insulted and belittled" Christian views while preparing the report 
and "directed obscenities" at Cardinal Keith O’Brien in the presence of other members of the analysis 
team. 

 (S4W-09697) 

Alex Neil: We have received no evidence to suggest that the lead analyst in relation to this 
consultation "insulted and belittled" Christian views and "directed obscenities" at Cardinal O'Brien. The 



analysis, http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/07/5671/0, reflects the points made by 
Christians and others who responded to the consultation. The government is satisfied that the analysis 
of responses to the consultation reflects accurately and fairly the comments that were made by 
consultees responding to the consultation. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
ambulance vehicles are on call on night shift serving the Vale of Leven Hospital. 

 (S4W-09733) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally, this is an operational matter for the 
Scottish Ambulance Service. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many private 
ambulances have been used by the Scottish Ambulance Service since September 2011 and at what 
cost. 

 (S4W-09735) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Ambulance Service has advised that it does not use private ambulances in 
Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage 
of the health budget is spent on the Reshaping Care for Older People Change Fund. 

 (S4W-09787) 

Michael Matheson: The 2012-13 Reshaping Care for Older People Change Fund of £80 million is 
0.7% of the total Health and Social Care Budget. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consult on its draft Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill. 

 (S4W-09796) 

Alex Neil: Yes. 

Learning and Justice 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to help postgraduate students in Scotland with tuition 
fees. 

 (S4W-09818) 

Michael Russell: Under the Postgraduate Students’ Allowances Scheme the Scottish Government 
provides £3,400 towards the cost of tuition fees for all eligible Scottish domiciled and EU postgraduate 
students studying vocational one year postgraduate diplomas and the nine month taught element of 
some masters courses. 

A list of eligible courses can be found via the Student Awards Agency for Scotland website:  

http://www.saas.gov.uk/student_support/special_circumstances/postgrad_list.htm. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many jury trials have taken place at (a) Kirkcaldy and (b) Dunfermline Sheriff Court in each of the last 
five years. 

 (S4W-09851) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/07/5671/0
http://www.saas.gov.uk/student_support/special_circumstances/postgrad_list.htm


Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for how 
many days (a) Kirkcaldy and (b) Dunfermline Sheriff Court has sat in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-09852) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many indictments have been registered at (a) Kirkcaldy and (b) Dunfermline Sheriff Court in each of 
the last five years. 

 (S4W-09853) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for how 
many days Kirkcaldy Justice of the Peace Court has sat in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-09854) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many indictments have been registered at Kirkcaldy Justice of the Peace Court in each of the last five 
years. 

 (S4W-09855) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to a report in The Telegraph on 30 July 2012 that it is to hold “constitutional reform FOI seminars”, 
whether it will make the content and all related materials of these seminars public. 

Holding answer issued: 27 August 2012 (S4W-08937) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The “constitutional reform FOI seminars” referred to in the Telegraph report are in 
fact the same as the routine FOI training sessions which are delivered regularly by the Scottish 
Government’s FOI Unit to government staff who handle FOI requests, not just those working on 
constitutional reform. This type of training has been routinely provided by the FOI Unit since before the 
FOI Act came into force on 1 January 2005, to ensure that staff were fully aware of their obligations 
and responsibilities from when the act came into force. 

These seminars aim to give staff an overview of the Scottish Government’s obligations and 
responsibilities under FOI legislation, and the detailed guidance and other support which is available, 
followed by a discussion of some examples of FOI requests relating to the work of the team attending 
the seminar, to give them a practical understanding of how to handle FOI requests in accordance with 
the legislation. 



The slides for these seminars, and the examples discussed in the “constitutional reform FOI 
seminar” are published on the government website at:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/FOI/Training. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to a report in The Telegraph on 30 July 2012 that it is to hold “constitutional reform FOI seminars”, on 
what dates and at what times the seminars will take place; how long they will last, and who will attend. 

 

Holding answer issued: 27 August 2012 (S4W-08938) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-08937 on 2 October 2012. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The dates and times of the seminars referred to in The Telegraph report are: 

24 July – 10.00am to 12.30pm 
30 July – 2.30pm to 5pm 
8 August – 10.00am to 12.30pm. 

They were attended by Scottish Government staff who are working on issues relating to 
constitutional reform. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to a report in The Telegraph on 30 July 2012 that it is to hold “constitutional reform FOI seminars”, 
which (a) officials, (b) special advisers and (c) ministers were involved in (i) developing content for, (ii) 
delivering and (iii) attending the seminars. 

 

Holding answer issued: 27 August 2012 (S4W-08939) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-08937 and S4W-08938 on 2 
October 2012. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The seminars referred to in The Telegraph report were routine FOI training seminars, developed and 
delivered by staff in the Scottish Government’s FOI Unit and attended by government staff who are 
working on issues relating to constitutional reform. No special advisers or ministers had any 
involvement. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to a report in The Telegraph on 30 July 2012 that it is to hold “constitutional reform FOI seminars”, 
what the cost of developing and delivering these seminars is, also broken down by the cost of (a) 
developing content, (b) delivering the seminars and (c) staff time of those attending. 

Holding answer issued: 27 August 2012 (S4W-08940) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-08937 on 2 October 2012. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The cost of developing the “constitutional reform FOI seminars” was minimal, because they were the 
same as the routine FOI training sessions which are delivered regularly by the Scottish Government’s 
FOI Unit to government staff who handle FOI requests, not just those working on issues relating to 
constitutional reform. 

The Scottish Government does not record the time spent by officials attending or delivering this type 
of routine training event, or the cost of that time. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/FOI/Training
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) public and (b) school libraries provide wi-fi access for users. 

 (S4W-09745) 

Fiona Hyslop: Information provided on the Scotland’s Information website shows that 28 local 
authorities provide wi-fi in approximately 185 public libraries in Scotland. Locations of wi-fi enabled 
library services can be checked on www.scotlandsinformation.com. 

Provision of wi-fi in schools, including school libraries, is the responsibility of individual local 
authorities. Whilst the Scottish Government does not hold details of this provision, it does encourage 
positive approaches to access and use of new technologies, including w-fi, in schools for the benefit of 
learning and teaching. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-09626 
S4W-09627 
S4W-09628 
S4W-09663 
S4W-09705 

http://www.scotlandsinformation.com/

