
Monday 27 August 2012 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Crown Office 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the recent report commissioned by the Scottish Campaign against Irresponsible Driving calling for 
access to investigation reports in road traffic accidents. 

 (S4W-08934) 

Lesley Thomson: On 17 July 2012, the Lord Advocate received a copy of the research report 
commissioned by the Scottish Campaign against Irresponsible Driving (SCID) titled Access in Europe 
by a bereaved family to information gathered during an investigation into a fatal road collision. 

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) officials are presently considering the terms of 
the report. 

The investigation of road traffic fatalities and the provision of information to bereaved relatives is the 
responsibility of COPFS. Policies are in place to ensure that the appropriate information is provided to 
bereaved relatives as quickly as possible. COPFS recognises how important it is that they receive full 
and complete information, including the investigation report. 

Alex Neil, Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure and Capital Investment, is meeting a representative 
from the SCID to discuss the report in due course. 

Finance 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
that the living wage should be adjusted annually in line with inflation. 

Holding answer issued: 22 August 2012 (S4W-08836) 

John Swinney: Yes. 

Governance and Communities 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish its response to its consultation on the charging of premiums in the private rented sector. 

 (S4W-08994) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has announced its response to the consultation on the 
charging of premiums in the private rented sector. 

We intend to commence the provisions contained in section 32 of the Private Rented Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2011 to amend the definition of a premium, and to lay secondary legislation in the 
Scottish Parliament confirming that arrangements for the forthcoming Green Deal programme do not 
fall under the definition of a premium. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to introduce secondary legislation under the Private Rented Sector (Scotland) Act 2011 to clarify 
the law on the charging of premiums in the private rented sector and if so, when. 

 (S4W-09009) 

Keith Brown: Section 32 of the Private Rented Housing (Scotland) Act 2011 provides Scottish 
ministers with the power to make regulation to outline premium charges that are permissible. The 
Scottish Government intends to lay secondary legislation in the Scottish Parliament outlining that only 
arrangements for the forthcoming Green Deal programme do not fall under the definition of a 
premium. 

 



Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much annual "island allowance" is paid by (a) Orkney, (b) Shetland and (c) 
Western Isles Council, broken down by employment category. 

 (S4W-09021) 

Derek Mackay: Information on how much Island Councils pay their employees annually in distant 
islands allowance is not held centrally. This is a matter for councils as independent corporate bodies 
responsible for the pay and conditions of service of their employees. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-08918 
S4W-08919 
S4W-08920 
S4W-08921 
S4W-08922 
S4W-08923 
S4W-08937 
S4W-08938 
S4W-08939 
S4W-08940 


