
Friday 3 August 2012 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what assessment 
has been made of the (a) climate change and (b) direct environmental impacts that may arise as a 
result of enhanced oil recovery. 

Holding answer issued: 5 July 2012 (S4W-08141) 

Fergus Ewing: Enhanced oil recovery is compatible with the Scottish Climate Change Act and its 
targets if it does not give rise to any net increase in Scotland's greenhouse gas emissions.  

As Enhanced Oil Recovery is not new to the North Sea Oil and Gas industry and has been carried 
out routinely for many years we do not see this activity give rise to any net increase in Scotland’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. The technique also maximises the efficiency with which resources are 
extracted and minimises the potential for unrecoverable deposits. This is good environmental practice 
as it is good husbandry of valuable natural resources. 

Emissions in the offshore oil and gas production sector are included in the EU Emissions Trading 
System, when qualifying installations undertaking certain activities emit listed greenhouse gases, as 
detailed in Schedule 1 of the ETS Regulations 2005. Most offshore emissions are CO2 emissions and 
are within the net UK carbon account. This sector falls under reserved competence and is dealt with 
by DECC and BiS. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
considers that enhanced oil recovery would be compatible with the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009 and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

Holding answer issued: 5 July 2012 (S4W-08142) 

Fergus Ewing: Enhanced oil recovery is compatible with the Scottish Climate Change Act and its 
targets if it does not give rise to any net increase in Scotland's greenhouse gas emissions.  

As Enhanced Oil Recovery is not new to the North Sea Oil and Gas industry and has been carried 
out routinely for many years we do not see this activity give rise to any net increase in Scotland’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. The technique also maximises the efficiency with which resources are 
extracted and minimises the potential for unrecoverable deposits. This is good environmental practice 
as it is good husbandry of valuable natural resources. 

Emissions in the offshore oil and gas production sector are included in the EU Emissions Trading 
System, when qualifying installations undertaking certain activities emit listed greenhouse gases, as 
detailed in Schedule 1 of the ETS Regulations 2005. Most offshore emissions are CO2 emissions and 
are within the net UK carbon account. This sector falls under reserved competence and is dealt with 
by DECC and BiS. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive when the Carbon Trust methodology for setting appropriate public sector energy 
efficiency targets will be completed. 

Holding answer issued: 26 July 2012 (S4W-08390) 

Fergus Ewing: A methodology for setting appropriate public sector energy efficiency targets has 
been developed by the Carbon Trust as part of a suite of support interventions. This methodology is 
available to all public bodies who are involved in setting energy efficiency targets as part of their 
overall Carbon Management planning, by request to the Carbon Trust. Requests can be made by 
contacting the Carbon Trust at scotlandoffice@carbontrust.co.uk or by telephoning 01355 581810. 

 

mailto:scotlandoffice@carbontrust.co.uk


Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will set a target of 10% energy efficiency savings from its own estate 
within a year, as the UK Government has done. 

Holding answer issued: 26 July 2012 (S4W-08392) 

Fergus Ewing: Rather than focus on a short-term, one year target, the Scottish Government is 
committed to achieving a far reaching reduction in our energy use. As outlined in the previous reply 
S4W-07454 on 13 June 2012 by the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism, we have set a target 
of reducing CO2 emissions from energy used in our buildings by 30% by 2020. 

We continue to deliver efficiency savings throughout our estate by implementing the actions detailed 
in the previous reply S4W-08201 on 4 July 2012 by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment 
and Sustainable Growth. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether all 
European Social Fund money for tackling youth unemployment will be allocated through community 
planning partnerships. 

 (S4W-08731) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will spend the 
£25 million from the European Structural Fund that has been allocated to youth unemployment. 

 (S4W-08748) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
announce on which projects the £25 million for youth employment from European structural funding 
will be spent. 

 (S4W-08766) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £25 
million for youth employment from European structural funding has been allocated and to which 
projects. 

 (S4W-08767) 

John Swinney: No decision on the mechanism for the distribution of funding has yet been taken. All 
key stakeholders including Community Planning Partnerships are involved in ongoing discussions 
concerning what activities should be funded, and how best they can be delivered. 

Scottish Government officials are currently undertaking a scoping study to provide details of any 
gaps in service and to highlight those projects which are working well. This will enable the Scottish 
Government to strengthen the case with the European Commission for a strong focus on business 
support to encourage growth and provide small business with the confidence to expand through 
employability. 

We will continue to work closely with the European Commission to discuss proposals and we expect 
the Programme Monitoring Committee in October, to agree the necessary changes to the Operational 
Programmes and to launch a call for projects very soon after that. 

Governance and Communities 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its policy is on the creation of new public bodies. 

 (S4W-08650) 

John Swinney: We will continue the successful programme of simplification, looking for further 
opportunities to streamline our public bodies. We will continue to take every opportunity to reduce 
costs and bureaucracy and improve service delivery. Our presumption is against the creation of new 
public bodies unless there is a need to do so. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to create any new public bodies in the current parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-08651) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government operates a presumption against the creation of new 
public bodies, except where there is a clear need to do so as in the following cases. 

Through the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill we have announced our intention to establish the 
Scottish Police Authority, which will oversee the new Police Service of Scotland, and the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service. The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Bill passed Stage 3 of the Parliamentary 
process on 27 June and the legislation is moving forward to Royal Assent, which is expected in early 
August. 

We have announced our intention to create a new Scottish Food Standards body.  This will require 
primary legislation, and we plan to consult on options before end of this year.  It would replace the UK-
wide Food Standards Agency in Scotland. 

Link to announcement question:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&Referen
ceNumbers=S4W-08273&ResultsPerPage=10. 

We have announced our intention to create Revenue Scotland, which will be responsible for 
administering the devolved taxes that will replace the UK Stamp Duty Land Tax and Landfill Tax from 
1 April 2015. 

We recently published a consultation on proposals to create a new tribunals system in Scotland. The 
consultation can be found at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/03/8967/0. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many public bodies there have been in each year since 2003. 

 (S4W-08794) 

John Swinney: Historical information on public bodies in Scotland is available on the Public Bodies 
pages of the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/public-bodies/pubs/Information. 

A list of current public bodies in Scotland is available in the National Public Bodies Directory at:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/public-bodies/about/Bodies. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government  (a) whether 
cyberbullying was discussed and (b) what actions were agreed at its recent conference on so-called 
virtual violence. 

 (S4W-08599) 

Alasdair Allan: The Virtual Violence CPD Event on 12 June 2012 was organised by the Violence 
Reduction Unit and looked at a broad range of topics within e-safety, including cyberbullying. The 
event aimed to raise awareness about e-safety and highlighted the role of professionals and the 
preventative steps that can be undertaken to reduce the risk of e-crime. As this was a CPD event, no 
distinct actions were agreed. 

Health and Social Care 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many patients 
have been transferred from the NHS to private healthcare providers by each NHS board in each year 
since 2007-08 and what the cost has been. 

Holding answer issued: 12 June 2012 (S4W-07376) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-08273&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-08273&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/03/8967/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/public-bodies/pubs/Information
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/public-bodies/about/Bodies


Nicola Sturgeon: Information on the number of hospital episodes carried out at independent 
hospitals on behalf of NHS boards in the financial year ending 31 March 2011 is provided in the 
following table. It is not possible to provide information for earlier years as data is not of sufficient 
quality. 

Number of Hospital patients Treated as Inpatient and Day Cases By NHS Boards And the 
Independent Healthcare Sector On Behalf of NHS Boards in 2010-11 

NHS Board Patients treated 
by NHS Board 

Patients treated 
by the private 

sector 

% of  patients 
treated by the 
private sector. 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran
P
 35,848 304 0.8% 

NHS Borders 7,738 127 1.6% 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 15,536 2 0.0% 

NHS Fife 21,741 89 0.4% 

NHS Forth Valley 17,349 258 1.5% 

NHS Grampian
P
 51,410 3 0.0% 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 147,305 0 - 

NHS Highland 23,270 0 - 

NHS Lanarkshire
P
 43,993 324 0.7% 

NHS Lothian 66,544 804 1.2% 

NHS Orkney 1,847 0 - 

NHS Shetland 2,167 0 - 

NHS Tayside 35,588 0 - 

NHS Western Isles 2,604 0 - 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 9,147 0 - 

NHSScotland 482,087 1,911 0.4% 
Source: ISD SMR01. 
P
Provisional.  

Information obtained from boards shows that the spend on the use of the independent healthcare 
sector has drop from £23.8 million in 2008-09 to £8 million in 2010-11 – the latest available 
information. The following table provides information by NHS board. 

It should be borne in mind in looking at the funding that this does not directly relate to patients 
treated by the independent healthcare sector. This is because some of the funding will relate to 
equipment such as a mobile MRI scanner or a mobile theatre.  However in some case patients will 
continue to be treated by NHS staff as part of their normal working arrangements and not by private 
sector staff. 

NHS Board 2008-09 
£000 

2009-10 
£000 

20010-11 
£000 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 1,819 1,917 1,958 

NHS Borders 156 292 436 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 810 99 30 

NHS Fife 2,090 1,712 462 

NHS Forth Valley 1,569 1,126 495 

NHS Grampian 2,315 1,453 1,628 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 800 3,452 0 

NHS Highland 30 49 173 

NHS Lanarkshire 1,992 740 725 

NHS Lothian 5,100 4,157 2,056 

NHS Orkney 0 0 0 

NHS Shetland 0 0 0 

NHS Tayside 6,174 4,172 84 

Western Isles 0 0 0 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 995 - - 

NHSScotland 23,850 19,169 8,047 

 



The Scottish Government’s policy is that NHS boards should use NHS funding to build sustainable 
capacity. The use of the independent healthcare sector should only be used in the margins to deal 
with short-term capacity issues. This is reflected by the significant reduction in NHS spend to the 
independent healthcare sector from £23.9 million in 2008-09 to £8 million in 2010-11. A clear example 
of building more sustainable NHS capacity was the transfer from the independent healthcare sector of 
services undertaken at Stracathro Regional Treatment Centre being brought into NHS Tayside 
ownership in January 2010. 


