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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT  

Enterprise and Environment 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
records the levels of sea lice in Scottish waters. 

 (S4W-08525) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government does not carry out routine monitoring or recording of 
sea lice levels in Scottish waters. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that it has an accurate picture regarding the level of sea lice in Scottish waters and the 
impact on fish stocks. 

 (S4W-08526) 

Stewart Stevenson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-08525 on 19 July 2012. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

The evidence of impacts of sea lice on fish stocks in Scotland is not proven. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason Marine Scotland Science has deleted data on sea lice levels at salmon farms. 

 (S4W-08527) 

Stewart Stevenson: Under The Fish Farming Businesses (Record Keeping) (Scotland) Order 2008, 
Schedule 1, Part 2) Marine Scotland Science can require that sea lice records be submitted for 
scrutiny. Where compliance has been demonstrated, that record will either be returned to the 
company in question, or deleted, with a note appended to the case that the company has 
demonstrated compliance with the legislation in question. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how often 
salmon farms are inspected to monitor levels of sea lice. 

 (S4W-08528) 

Stewart Stevenson: Sea lice inspections are completed as part of a broader risk-based surveillance 
inspection programme. Those farms assessed as being of highest risk of contracting or spreading the 
listed diseases are visited annually, those of medium risk once every second year and those at lowest 
risk, once every third year. Sites which are experiencing significant lice problems, or are not signed up 
to the Scottish Code of Good Practice for Finfish Aquaculture are subject to an enhanced inspection 
regime and, in 2012, 21 of these enhanced inspections have been completed to date. 

Governance and Communities 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
applications there have been for the purchase of properties owned by registered social landlords 
under the (a) preserved and (b) modernised right to buy scheme in each year since 30 September 
2002. 

 (S4W-08258) 

Keith Brown: This information is collected by the Scottish Housing Regulator and is available up to 
31 March 2011 for financial years only. The information is contained in the following table: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Financial Year Applications under 
Preserved Right to 
Buy 

Applications under 
Modernised Right to 
Buy 

Total 

2002-03 1842 14 1856 

2003-04 3420 51 3471 

2004-05 3352 98 3450 

2005-06 2651 137 2788 

2006-07 2466 161 2627 

2007-08 2176 170 2346 

2008-09 1136 176 1312 

2009-10 857 214 1071 

2010-11 723 185 908 

 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
following the introduction of the proposed universal credit, whether it considers that housing 
associations will have a role in establishing credit unions. 

 (S4W-08305) 

Keith Brown: Housing associations and other registered social landlords are independent 
organisations. Subject to any relevant regulatory requirements of the Scottish Housing Regulator, it is 
for the governing body of each association to decide what, if any, role it would be appropriate for the 
association to have in establishing credit unions. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive, in light 
of the potential impact of the Welfare Reform Act 2012 on housing benefit, what mechanisms are in 
place to assess the performance of housing associations. 

 (S4W-08306) 

Keith Brown: Under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010, the Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR) is 
responsible for monitoring, assessing and reporting on the performance of housing associations and 
other registered social landlords. The mechanisms for undertaking such assessments are a matter for 
the SHR. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it is taking to ensure the financial viability of housing associations for 2013 and beyond. 

 (S4W-08307) 

Keith Brown: Under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010, the Scottish Housing Regulator is 
responsible for monitoring, assessing and reporting on the financial wellbeing and standards of 
governance of housing associations and other registered social landlords and, where appropriate for 
making regulatory interventions in respect of these matters. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will undertake an evaluation of the Rural Homes for Rent pilot scheme. 

 (S4W-08340) 

Keith Brown: We have no current plans to evaluate the Rural Homes for Rent pilot scheme. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
its position is on the success of the Rural Homes for Rent pilot scheme. 

 (S4W-08341) 



Keith Brown: The projects which have been completed as part of the Rural Homes for Rent pilot 
will make a real difference to many rural communities by providing good quality homes that people can 
afford. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it is aware of the housing development built on the Dormont estate near Lockerbie under the 
Rural Homes for Rent pilot scheme. 

 (S4W-08342) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is aware of the housing development built on the Dormont 
Estate near Lockerbie under the Rural Homes for Rent pilot scheme. The eight homes were designed 
to PassivHaus standards and have been successful in gaining many awards, including Rural 
Development of the Year at the Scottish Home Awards 2012. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether funding will be available in future to build homes similar to those on the Dormont estate near 
Lockerbie at affordable rent for people in rural areas. 

 (S4W-08343) 

Keith Brown: Each of Scotland’s 32 local authorities has now received a share of almost £582 
million in subsidy over the next three-years to deliver affordable homes in their area. The funding will 
be used to encourage councils and housing associations to build greener homes by providing a larger 
government subsidy for houses built to meet higher standards of energy efficiency. And rural areas, 
which may experience higher developments costs, will also be helped with higher government 
contributions to ensure that housing developments can be successfully delivered in remote parts of 
the country. We also plan to launch a £10 million Greener Homes Innovation Scheme aimed at 
encouraging the provision of sustainable, greener homes. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive where 
information on a (a) national or (b) local authority basis can be accessed regarding the average length 
of time that households registered as homeless are allocated temporary accommodation. 

 (S4W-08395) 

Keith Brown: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive where 
information on a (a) national or (b) local authority basis can be accessed regarding the average rent 
paid for temporary accommodation. 

 (S4W-08396) 

Keith Brown: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the recently 
announced £15 million of accelerated existing funding for affordable housing will be distributed and 
what proportion will be allocated to (a) affordable socially rented housing and (b) homes for mid-
market rent. 

 (S4W-08397) 

Keith Brown: We are currently discussing with councils how they plan to utilise their Resource 
Planning Assumptions to deliver a range of affordable housing over the next three years. As part of 
that process we will agree how the funding will be drawn down over the three years, taking into 
account the accelerated funding that is now available. 

 



Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what criteria will 
be used to allocate the recently announced £20 million of new funding for affordable housing for local 
authorities and whether each local authority will be able to apply for this. 

 (S4W-08398) 

Keith Brown: The extra £20 million will be allocated this autumn to local authorities to enhance their 
three year strategic local programmes of new developments in their area, which may be a combination 
of registered social landlords and local authority build. We are discussing the distribution of the £20 
million with COSLA. 

Transport Scotland 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish  what progress it 
has made in developing a successor to the air route development fund. 

 (S4W-08216) 

Keith Brown: The European Commission introduced restrictive guidelines in 2005 which severely 
limit the amount of public assistance that can be made available for the start-up of new air routes. The 
Commission is currently reviewing these guidelines and our contributions to the Commission’s 
consultation exercise have argued strongly for guidelines which do not inhibit sustainable economic 
growth. We wish to see revised guidelines which would allow us, within current financial constraints, to 
effectively support improvements to Scotland’s international air network. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the status is 
of the harbour revision order process for the Rosyth International Container Terminal. 

 (S4W-08310) 

Keith Brown: The application for a harbour revision order for the Rosyth International Container 
Terminal received over 70 objections and ministers referred these to a public local inquiry which 
began hearing evidence in January, with a further evidence session held in April. Ministers will 
determine whether or not to make the order once the report of the inquiry is received. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the reporter's 
report of the public local inquiry on the Rosyth International Container Terminal will be received. 

 (S4W-08311) 

Keith Brown: We expect to receive the report of the public local inquiry later this year. 

 

Helen Eadie (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will make 
its recommendation on the Rosyth International Container Terminal project. 

 (S4W-08312) 

Keith Brown: Ministers will consider the report of the public local inquiry and determine whether or 
not to make the order as soon as possible thereafter. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether it will provide details of the alternative route being proposed in the 
event of the closure of the A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful. 

 (S4W-08319) 

Keith Brown: Our operating company Scotland TranServ is progressing the detailed design of the 
emergency diversion route along the line of the Old Military Road. Full details of the design will be 
made available in due course. 

 



Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether the alternative route being proposed in the event of the closure of the 
A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful will be in place by autumn 2012. 

 (S4W-08320) 

Keith Brown: The works are programmed to start in August and be completed by November 2012. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress has been made with improvements to the A801 Avon Gorge link road since February 2012 
and what the timescale is for completion. 

 (S4W-08350) 

Keith Brown: In light of the objectives of the Strategic Transport Projects Review and National 
Planning Framework 2, we are continuing our discussions with Falkirk and West Lothian Council and 
other stakeholders regarding the development of the Grangemouth Freight Hub. This includes 
consideration of the A801 and recent progress on Falkirk’s Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) proposal. 

The timetable for the delivery of the A801 (including the River Avon Gorge Crossing) will be set in 
the context of overall affordability. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what funding it 
is providing to improve the A90 cycle path from Edinburgh to Fife. 

 (S4W-08377) 

Keith Brown: The A90 cycle path from Edinburgh to the start of the Forth Road Bridge is classified 
as a local road and not a trunk road and, as such, Transport Scotland provides no direct funding for 
this route. All local roads in Scotland are the responsibility of the local authority, in this case, the City 
of Edinburgh Council. 

Last year the Scottish Government and Transport Scotland worked in partnership with the City of 
Edinburgh Council (CEC), awarding it a total of £121,000 for upgrading and design works on the A90 
cycle path. This financial year, CEC will receive £565,000 funding for cycling, walking and safer 
streets projects directly from Transport Scotland. Local authorities are encouraged to work with 
Sustrans whose grant award of £7,160,000 this year can be used to match local authority funding for 
large cycling projects, such as the A90 cycle path. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how Part IV 
of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 is applied to orders made under the 
Harbours Act 1964. 

 (S4W-08448) 

Keith Brown: The procedural requirements of Part IV of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) 
Regulations 1994 must be executed by any competent authority for any plan or project. This includes 
situations where orders made under the Harbours Act 1964 constitute plans or projects. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-07973 by Keith Brown on 27 June 2012, what the overhaul 
costs have been for the MV (a) Hrossey, (b) Hjaltland and (c) Hamnvaoe in each year since 2002. 

 (S4W-08461) 

Keith Brown: The following table sets out the overhaul costs of MV Hrossey, MV Hjaltland and MV 
Hamnavoe in each year since 2002. 

Annual Overhaul Refit/Dry 
Dock costs 

Hrossey Hjaltland Hamnavoe Total 

July - June (£k)        



Annual Overhaul Refit/Dry 
Dock costs 

Hrossey Hjaltland Hamnavoe Total 

2002-03 (Oct-Jun) 47 47 5 99 

2003-04 231 154 143 528 

2004-05 151 175 172 498 

2005-06 189 153 145 487 

2006-07 148 174 151 473 

2007-08 70 73 218 361 

2008-09 640 673 62 1,375 

2009-10 272 266 281 819 

2010-11 309 392 74 775 

Notes: 
1. The twelve month information runs from July to June. 
The information relates to costs arising from the annual overhaul period. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-07974 by Keith Brown on 27 June 2012, what estimate it has 
made of the level of public subsidy required to (a) maintain the contract with the Royal Bank of 
Scotland to lease the MV Hrossey, MV Hjaltland and MV Hamnvaoe and (b) charter two new vessels, 
for service on the 2012-18 Northern Isles ferry contract. 

 (S4W-08462) 

Keith Brown: The costs of leasing and chartering these vessels are covered by confidentiality 
agreements between their owners and the ferry operators. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when it will publish the contract and supporting documentation between it and Serco Ltd for the 
Northern Isles ferry service that beings on 5 July 2012. 

 (S4W-08472) 

Keith Brown: The contract for the Northern Isles ferry services will be published on the Transport 
Scotland website in due course. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether its public service obligation contract with Argyll Ferries for a 
passenger-only service between Gourock and Dunoon allows it to (a) provide additional funding to 
Argyll Ferries (i) for operational requirements and (ii) in order to acquire replacement vessels and (b) 
vary the terms of the contract. 

 (S4W-08554) 

Keith Brown: This information is already publicly available. Our contract with Argyll Ferries Ltd for 
the Gourock-Dunoon ferry service is on the Transport Scotland website: 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/water/ferries/subsidised/gourock-dunoon. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether Argyll Ferries has met the terms of its public service obligation 
contract for a passenger-only service between Gourock and Dunoon in the last 12 months. 

 (S4W-08557) 

Keith Brown: Under the terms of its contract with the Scottish Ministers, Argyll Ferries Ltd (AFL) is 
required to provide timetabled ferry services between the town centres of Gourock and Dunoon. The 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/water/ferries/subsidised/gourock-dunoon


contract levies penalties for any sailings which are not undertaken, other than those outside the 
control of the operator, principally weather conditions. 

In the early months of the contract, there was an unacceptable level of cancellations and delays for 
technical reasons. These have now been addressed. In the first quarter of the contract (July-
September 2011), technical reliability was 97.9% and punctuality was 89.1%. During the last quarter 
(April-June 2012), both had risen to over 99%. These figures do not include cancellations for weather 
or for other reasons outside the control of the operator. 

In December 2011, in response to the early operational problems, we instructed AFL to produce an 
Improvement Plan for the services. This has been produced and is being implemented. 

AFL are delivering the services specified by the contract and continue to take steps to improve their 
operation. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will publish the scope of work prepared for the proposed feasibility 
study into ferry services between Gourock and Dunoon. 

 (S4W-08558) 

Keith Brown: Yes. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what annual subsidy is payable to Argyll Ferries in respect of the six-year 
public service obligation contract for a passenger-only service between Gourock and Dunoon. 

 (S4W-08559) 

Keith Brown: Please see the information in the following table:- 

Contract year 
(July-June) 

Grant (£) Fuel Cost (£) 

2011-12 1,166,626 436,197 

2012-13 1,215,330 tbc 

2013-14 1,417,344 tbc 

2014-15 1,427,512 tbc 

2015-16 1,428,332 tbc 

2016-17 1,473,386 tbc 

 

In addition, Argyll Ferries Ltd received £141,991 in start-up costs in Year 1. 

Fuel costs, for a quantity of fuel fixed by the contract, are determined around the start of each 
contract year in line with the price at that time. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what subsidy payments were made to Argyll Ferries in respect of the public 
service obligation contract for a passenger-only service between Gourock and Dunoon between July 
2011 and June 2012. 

 (S4W-08560) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-08559 on 19 July 2012. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government when the tender process for routes operated by CalMac Ferries will begin. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-08561) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-01125 on 14
 
June 2012. All 

answers to parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many foot passengers have used the Gourock to Dunoon ferry service 
in each of the last four years, broken down by month. 

 (S4W-08562) 

Keith Brown: Numbers of foot passengers using the Government-subsidised Gourock-Dunoon ferry 
service are set out in the following table. 

Until 29 June 2011, a vehicle and passenger ferry service was provided by Cowal Ferries Ltd. Since 
30 June 2011, a passenger-only ferry service has been provided by Argyll Ferries Ltd. The figures for 
Cowal Ferries are for foot passengers only and exclude vehicle drivers and passengers. 

 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Quarter 1  
(July- September) 

116,683 114,374 107,035 111,292 

Quarter 2  
(October - December) 

92,539 88,722 83,625 75,171 

Quarter 3  
(January - March) 

86,362 85,728 80,928 79,470 

Quarter 4 
(April - June) 

101,253 97,302 88,502 Not yet available 

 

For reasons of commercial confidentiality, David MacBrayne Ltd, the parent company of Argyll 
Ferries Ltd, does not publish monthly carryings information. 

Equivalent figures for the Western Ferries service between McInroy’s Point and Hunters Quay are 
not publicly available. 
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