
Thursday 7 June 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what start-up support is available for tourism-related social enterprises. 

 (S4O-01117) 

Fergus Ewing: There is a range of support available for tourism related social enterprises. In 
particular the £3 million Just Enterprise programme, launched by John Swinney in July 2011, is 
providing direct business support to enterprising third sector organisations. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many woodland expansion proposals have been (a) consented and (b) consented without an 
approved environmental statement by each Forestry Commission Scotland conservancy since 2007 
and what area of woodland this represents. 

 (S4W-07097) 

Stewart Stevenson: The number of woodland expansion proposals where consent is required and 
not required since 2007 by Regional Proposal Assessment Committee (RPAC) Region is set out in the 
following table. 

RPAC Region Consent Required Consent Not Required 

Argyll 1 59 

Ayrshire 0 30 

Borders 0 212 

Clyde Valley 0 33 

Dumfries and Galloway 2 148 

Forth 1 89 

Grampian 1 416 

Highland 1 288 

Northern Isles 0 8 

Outer Hebrides 0 4 

Tayside 0 117 

Total 6 1,404 

 
The area of the woodland creation proposals which where consented following an environmental 

statement was 2,040 hectares. The area of woodland creation consented where an environmental 
statement was not required was 21,940 hectares. 

Note: *Information by conservancy is not available as woodland creation approval figures are compiled 
by RPAC Region. 

  

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the involvement of the Electronic Collar Manufacturers Association (ECMA) in research 
to determine whether the use of electronic shock collars for dog training should be prohibited. 

 (S4W-07333) 

Richard Lochhead: The involvement of industry leaders in research projects is an important way of 
ensuring that practical issues are considered and that strict scientific protocols can be followed in a 
commercial environment. The Scottish Government appreciated the involvement of the Electronic 
Collar Manufacturers Association in the Defra-funded research project on electronic training aids. We 
are aware that ECMA helped to ensure that the strict scientific procedures required during the project 
were adhered to, and their knowledge and experience in this area were a welcome contribution. 

 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the delay to research into the use of electric shock collars and whether it will discuss 
with the Welsh Assembly Government the evidence that it considered when legislating against the use 
of such devices. 

 (S4W-07334) 

Richard Lochhead: The Defra-funded research project was due to finish in November 2011; the 
Scottish Government received a draft final report in July 2011. The research has been completed and 
the project is currently being peer reviewed. Peer review is an important part of the research process 
as it ensures that the results reported have arisen from suitably structured scientific research and 
analysis and are not biased. This process should be completed later this year, at which point the 
Scottish Government will consider whether any further action is required on electronic shock collars. 

The Scottish Government is aware of the evidence that the Welsh Government considered when 
legislating against the use of electronic shock collars; however, we do not consider that the studies 
that have been published to date are sufficiently robust to impose a ban or regulation at this point in 
time. Scottish Government policy is that such regulatory burden should only be imposed where there 
is clear evidence that doing so will improve animal welfare in the most proportionate manner. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
seals were shot under licence in (a) 2011 and (b) the first reporting period in 2012. 

 (S4W-07362) 

Richard Lochhead: Information on numbers of seals shot under licence during the first year of 
operation of the new seal licensing system can be found on the Scottish Government website at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/seallicensing. 

Information on numbers of seals shot during the 1st reporting period of the second year of operation 
will be published on the website in due course. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what action is 
taken to ensure that seal licensing reports are submitted on time. 

 (S4W-07363) 

Richard Lochhead: Licensees are prompted two weeks prior to the end of the reporting period. A 
reminder is then issued after the end of the reporting period. If reports have still not been received, 
licensees are contacted directly via email and telephone by the Marine Scotland Licensing Team. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of seal licensing reports has been submitted on time since 31 January 2011. 

 (S4W-07364) 

Richard Lochhead: In the first year of operation of the new seal licensing system 87% of all seal 
licence returns were submitted by the due date. The majority of outstanding returns were submitted 
within a further 10 days, with only 2.5% falling after that. Marine Scotland is working hard to minimise 
any delays and ensure that publication of this information is more timeous in future. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
contingencies it has developed to deal with an outbreak of cattle scab. 

 (S4W-07420) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
measures are in place to prevent an outbreak of cattle scab. 

 (S4W-07421) 

Richard Lochhead: Psoroptic mange, or cattle scab, is difficult to diagnose, requires prolonged 
treatment (which is not always successful) and is spread by bringing infected cattle into a herd. The 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/seallicensing


best defence against the disease is taking appropriate precautions when buying cattle. To help animal 
keepers to do so, the Scottish Government funds, through the Scottish Agricultural College, a free 
service for testing skin samples, and encourages veterinary practitioners and farmers to submit 
samples whenever the disease is suspected. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
response is to the claim in the report, The relationship between soil mineral nitrogen, applied nitrogen 
and yields in Scottish soils, that many crops would need to exceed their Nmax figures to achieve 
potential yield. 

 (S4W-07584) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Nmax figures in the Scottish Nitrates Action Programme are based on the 
Scottish Agricultural College’s recommendations for economically optimal applications of nitrogen 
fertiliser. The report cited has highlighted the variability of soil mineral nitrogen test results, but 
provides no explanation for the variability between sites. The statement relating to the need to exceed 
Nmax does not take account of the yield adjustment factor, which allows for increased rates of 
nitrogen where there is a history of higher than standard yields. The report does not demonstrate any 
significant indication for the need to increase Nmax for profitable crop production. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to amend the limits for groundwater nitrate levels. 

 (S4W-07586) 

Stewart Stevenson: No. Groundwater feeds surface waters. At concentrations above 50 milligrams 
per litre, the threshold set in the EU Nitrates Directive, nitrate can result in undesirable ecological 
changes in rivers, lochs and coastal waters. 

Governance and Communities 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what assessment it has made of how local authorities will address their pensions 
deficit and what discussions it has with them on the issue. 

 (S4O-01118) 

John Swinney: The local authorities in Scotland are responsible for the 11 local government 
pension funds. 

There are formal accounting regulations which govern how local governments’ pension funds are 
accounted for. In the Local Government in Scotland Act 2003 there are safeguards which relate to 
how a council or councils should account for any surplus or deficit. Pension funds are subject to a 
three yearly actuarial review, one of the outcomes of which is to determine a rate of employer ’s 
contribution that will address the medium to long-term needs of the fund. Taking account of these 
various factors, it would be for each fund to use the resources at its disposal over time to cover any 
shortfalls. 

Ministers have had discussions with COSLA over the last few months to discuss the affordability and 
sustainability of local government pensions, and we are currently awaiting information from COSLA on 
the outcome of the most recent fund evaluations which concluded earlier this year.  

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many (a) local authority and (b) housing association properties for social rent are eligible for purchase 
by tenants under the right to buy. 

 (S4W-07469) 

Keith Brown: We estimate that 296,000 local authority tenancies and 237,000 housing association 
tenancies have the right to buy. 

 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many (a) local authority and (b) housing association properties for social rent will become eligible for 
purchase by tenants in (i) 2013-14, (ii) 2014-15 and (iii) 2015-16 under the right to buy. 

 (S4W-07470) 

Keith Brown: The Housing (Scotland) Act provided that, from 1 March 2011, houses built or 
acquired after 25 June 2008 are not subject to the right to buy, with some limited exceptions, so, but 
for cases where these limited exceptions apply, no houses will become eligible for purchase in these 
years. We estimate that 93,000 local authority tenants and 121,000 housing association tenants have 
not yet reached the qualifying period for modernised right to buy. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many pressured area status applications it has (a) approved and (b) rejected since the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2010 came into force, broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) month of application. 

 (S4W-07471) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has neither approved nor rejected any pressured area 
status applications since the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 came into force. The act gave local 
authorities the power to make, amend or revoke pressured areas themselves, without intervention 
from Scottish Ministers. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what assessment it has made of the new duty on local authorities, under section 
32B of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, to assess and provide for the housing support needs of 
homeless people. 

 (S4W-07472) 

Keith Brown: A consultation on implementation of the new duty closed on 11 April 2012. 
Independent analysis of all responses to the consultation is currently underway. Based on the findings, 
the Scottish Government will develop regulations for consideration by the Scottish Parliament. 

A report of the analysis will be published on the Scottish Government website in June. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what additional costs local authorities will face in meeting the new duty, under 
section 32B of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, to assess and provide for the housing support needs 
of homeless people. 

 (S4W-07473) 

Keith Brown: A consultation on implementation of the new duty closed on 11 April 2012. 
Independent analysis of all responses to the consultation is currently underway. 

It is not possible to identify exact costs to local authorities of fulfilling the new duty. However, in a 
Supplementary Financial Memorandum attached to the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010, the cost of 
housing support assessment and provision of service was estimated to be £21.6 million. This estimate 
was based on 2009-10 figures. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what additional resources it will make available to local authorities to assist them in 
meeting the new duty, under section 32B of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987, to assess and provide 
for the housing support needs of homeless people. 

 (S4W-07474) 

Keith Brown: Local authorities will be expected to meet the costs of compliance with the new duty 
from existing budgets. 



Health and Social Care 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how the registration of home support workers with the Scottish Social Services 
Council is being brought forward.  

 (S4O-01098) 

Michael Matheson: My policy officials are currently reviewing the timetable in relation to the 
registration of groups for whom registration has not yet commenced. These groups are supervisors 
and support workers in both care at home services and housing support services. 

We should not underestimate the scale of what is required. Work undertaken to date has highlighted 
several issues that must be addressed before any decision is taken. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what percentage of people in (a) Tayside and (b) Fife has access to an NHS 
dentist. 

 (S4W-07443) 

Michael Matheson: As at 31 March 2012, the most recent date for which statistical information is 
available, the percentage of people registered with a dentist for NHS General Dental Services in (a) 
Tayside is 75.9% and (b) Fife is 70.0%  

This information is published on the ISD website and can be viewed by following this link 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Dental-Care/Publications/index.asp#705. 
Source: ISD website. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the average waiting time to see an eye specialist has been in each year since 
2007, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-07456) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on median waits for a first outpatient appointment to see an eye 
specialist following a referral from a GP or Optometrist for the calendar year 2007 is provided in the 
table 1. Due to the introduction of New Ways of Defining Waiting Times from 1 January 2008 the data 
for 2007 is not directly comparable with New Ways data. 

Table 2 provides the median wait for a first out appointment to see an eye specialist following a 
referral from a GP or Optometrist for the calendar years 2008 and 2009. Information on the median 
waits for the calendar years 2010 and 2011 are from all sources of referral not just GP or Optometrist. 
This information is provided in table 3. 

Table 1 NHSScotland: Median Waiting Times for a First Outpatient Appointment to see an Eye 
Specialist Following a GP Referral for the Year 2007, by NHS Board 

NHS Board 2007 
Median Waits 

(Days) 

Ayrshire and Arran 66 

Borders 41 

Dumfries and Galloway 51 

Fife 43 

Forth Valley 105 

Grampian 46 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 62 

Highland 48 

Lanarkshire 71 

Lothian 65 

Orkney 83 

Shetland 43 

Tayside 20 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Dental-Care/Publications/index.asp#705


NHS Board 2007 
Median Waits 

(Days) 

Western Isles 61 

NHSScotland 52 

Source ISD Scotland SMR00. 

Table 2 NHSScotland: Median Waiting Times for a First Outpatient Appointment to see an Eye 
Specialist following GP or Optometrist referral for the Years 2008 and 2009, by NHS Board 

NHS Board 2008 
Median Waits 

(Days) 

2009 
Median Waits 

(Days) 

Ayrshire and Arran 47 49 

Borders 33 35 

Dumfries and Galloway 41 41 

Fife 26 22 

Forth Valley 76 67 

Grampian 49 45 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 49 48 

Highland 46 49 

Lanarkshire 67 42 

Lothian 55 55 

Orkney 35 41 

Shetland 49 28 

Tayside 19 22 

Western Isles 39 43 

NHSScotland 46 45 

Source ISD Scotland Waiting Times Data Warehouse.  

Table 3 NHSScotland: Median Waiting Times for a First Outpatient Appointment to see an Eye 
Specialist Following Referral from All Sources for the Years 2010 and 2011, by NHS Board 

NHS Board 2010 
Median Waits 

(Days) 

2011 
Median Waits 

(Days) 

Ayrshire and Arran 39 56 

Borders 41 35 

Dumfries and Galloway 30 23 

Fife 29 32 

Forth Valley 70 66 

Grampian 37 42 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 41 36 

Highland 56 46 

Lanarkshire 53 66 

Lothian 33 40 

Orkney 59 64 

Shetland 28 36 

Tayside 29 31 

Western Isles 25 29 

NHSScotland 39 41 

Source ISD Scotland Waiting Times Data Warehouse. 
 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many cataract operations have taken place in each year since 2007, broken 
down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-07457) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is provided in the following table. 

NHSScotland: Number of Cataract Procedures Performed in Acute Hospital  



Board of Treatment 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
p 

Ayrshire and Arran 2,605 2,813 3,077 3,043 2,537 

Borders 1,155 1,187 1,082 1,356 1,201 

Dumfries and Galloway 933 1,282 1,667 1,679 1,504 

Fife 1,726 1,639 1,568 1,620 1,647 

Forth Valley 1,532 1,402 1,584 1,390 1,542 

Grampian 2,528 2,327 2,571 2,629 2,343 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 6,964 7,499 8,055 7,830 8,181 

Highland 1,807 1,446 1,640 1,780 1,779 

Lanarkshire 1,726 1,460 1,771 2,000 2,070 

Lothian 2,983 3,811 4,149 4,423 4,414 

Orkney 160 151 105 82 71 

Shetland 76 88 105 62 56 

Tayside 3,135 2,906 2,968 3,688 4,107 

Western Isles 212 203 222 272 234 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 3,231 2,810 1,313 1,049 943 

Non-NHS Providers 338 99 13 85 28 

NHSScotland 31,111 31,123 31,890 32,988 32,657 

Source: ISD Scotland SMR00 and SMR01. 
P
Provisional. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the financial impact on the average drinker will be of a 50p per unit minimum 
price for alcohol. 

 (S4W-07522) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The modelling carried out by the University of Sheffield shows that a minimum 
price of 50p per unit of alcohol is estimated to increase spend per drinker by around £24 a year. The 
modelling breaks this down into £8 a year for a moderate drinker, £54 a year for a hazardous drinker, 
and £123 a year for a harmful drinker. 

Alcohol misuse costs Scotland £3.6 billion per year, which equates to £900 per adult in Scotland, 
whether they drink or not. Minimum pricing will go some way towards reducing alcohol-related harm 
and the costs associated with it. 

Learning and Justice 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress 
has been made on implementing the recommendations of the Scottish Studies Working Group across 
the curriculum. 

 (S4O-01097) 

Alasdair Allan: We are making good progress in taking forward the recommendations of the 
Scottish Studies Working Group in partnership with Education Scotland, the SQA and other 
stakeholders including the University of Glasgow’s Champions Group. 

A package of measures including guidance, online resources and professional learning has been 
launched and is now supporting learning about Scotland across the curriculum. Recommendations on 
Scottish texts in the new National Qualifications in English have been implemented and progress is 
being made on the development of an Award in Scottish Studies. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when the merger of Elmwood College, Barony College, Oatridge College and the Scottish Agricultural 
College will be complete. 

 (S4W-07427) 

Michael Russell: I hope to announce my decision shortly on the request by these institutions that I 
approve their merger. 

 



Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it tackles 
homophobic bullying in schools. 

 (S4W-07428) 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it encourages 
local authority education departments to tackle homophobic bullying in schools. 

 (S4W-07429) 

Alasdair Allan: The Equalities Act 2010 places public bodies, including schools, under duties to 
proactively prevent discrimination related to protected characteristics including sexual orientation. This 
includes direct and indirect discrimination based on perception and based on association. This means 
that schools must work to prevent pupils being discriminated against due to their sexuality either 
directly or indirectly and they must work to prevent discrimination because someone is believed to be 
gay or is associated with someone who is gay, for example family members or friends. These 
comprehensive duties provide the broader context in which homophobic bullying should be 
challenged. 

A toolkit for teachers, titled, Dealing with Homophobia and Homophobic Bullying in Scottish Schools 
was distributed to all secondary schools and local authorities in 2009. Funded by the Scottish 
Government and developed by LGBT Youth Scotland in partnership with Learning and Teaching 
Scotland (now Education Scotland) the toolkit is designed to support teachers in recognising, 
challenging, and effectively reducing homophobia and homophobic bullying in their schools. 

In 2010, the Scottish Government published A National Approach to Anti-Bullying for Scotland’s 
Children and Young People. Developed in partnership with the Scottish Anti-Bullying Steering Group, 
the purpose of the National Approach is to communicate and promote a common vision and aims; and 
to make sure that work across all agencies and communities, including local authorities and schools, 
is consistently and coherently contributing to a holistic approach to anti-bullying to anti-bullying in 
Scotland. 

The Scottish Government also funds the national anti-bullying service, respectme. Respectme work 
with all adults who have a role to play in the lives of children and young people and help to give those 
adults the practical skills and confidence to deal with bullying behaviour, wherever it occurs. They offer 
free training at events across Scotland and work with organisations at a local and strategic level, 
including local authorities and schools, to develop and review anti-bullying policies and practices. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what is being done to ensure that home carers are trained to SVQ 3 level and 
registered with the Scottish Social Services Council. 

 (S4W-07459) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Executive established the Scottish Social Services Council as the 
regulator of the social services workforce in Scotland. As well as maintaining registers of groups of 
workers, the SSSC has a duty to promote high standards of education and training in the sector. 

Registration of the social services workforce by the SSSC is being taken forward in a phased and 
clearly timetabled approach. Registration of workers in care at home services with SSSC commenced 
in January 2011 with managers of the services. Registration of supervisors is due to commence in 
2014 followed by support workers in 2017. 

Following consultation with the sector, the SSSC published the qualification requirements for 
workers in care at home services in February 2012. Qualification requirements are announced well in 
advance of commencement of registration to allow employers to strategically plan their workforce 
development and allow time for staff to meet the training requirements linked to registration. 

Employers are responsible for the overall development, training, and continuous learning of their 
employees. The qualification levels required for registration reflect the differences in the type of work 
and responsibilities held by workers. The minimum registration qualification level for a support worker 
in a care at home service is SVQ level 2 and for supervisors is SVQ level 3. 

 



Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
online resources are available for learners of Gaelic. 

 (S4W-07468) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government is committed to supporting those that want to learn Gaelic 
and is keen to ensure there are excellent resources readily available to them. 

There are many examples of online resources available to support Gaelic language learning. This 
includes: support for Gaelic early years; Gaelic school education; Gaelic adult education and much 
more. 

Importantly, these resources are easily accessible. Learngaelic.net is a one-stop shop for Gaelic 
learners of every ability, from complete beginners to advanced learners. This website has received 
funding from the Scottish Government and has been developed by Bòrd na Gàidhlig and MGAlba, 
working with the BBC. http://learngaelic.net/. 

Transport Scotland 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much was paid to commercial bus operators from the Bus Service Operators Grant in (a) 2008-09, (b) 
2009-10, (c) 2010-11 and (d) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-07369) 

Keith Brown: Bus Service Operators Grant payments in these years is as shown:  

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

£63,294,403 £64,121,631 £62,500,000 £60,018,000 

 
 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
would have been paid to commercial bus operators from the Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) in 
(a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11 and (d) 2011-12 if the change to BSOG introduced on 1 April 
2012 applied in these years. 

 (S4W-07370) 

Keith Brown: As of April 2010, the Bus Service Operators Grant became budget limited. The 
annual expenditure for 2010-11 and 2011-12 would therefore have remained the same, if the new 
formula had been applied. 

Prior to April 2010, the payment rate varied with fuel duty and the budget was demand-led. It is not 
therefore possible to apply the new allocation formula for the years 2008-09 and 2009-10. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-07331 
S4W-07337 
S4W-07338 
S4W-07339 
S4W-07340 
S4W-07341 
S4W-07366 
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