
Wednesday 30 May 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, in light of the claim in the Ofgem consultation, Electricity transmission charging: 
assessment of options, that socialised charging for electricity could lead to a £30 per year increase for 
consumers in the north of Scotland, what its reasons are for favouring this method of charging. 

Holding answer issued: 3 May 2012 (S4W-06812) 

Fergus Ewing: Socialised charging has the advantages of being straightforward, clear and 
effective. Generators face a difficult financial climate, compounded by the upheaval caused by the UK 
Government’s electricity market reform, and such a charge would remove one element of investment 
uncertainty. 

Renewable generation should not be discouraged by the charging regime from locating in areas of 
best resource; a socialised transmission charge would remove what is effectively a penalty for 
generating in the correct place. 

A socialised charge would see even greater levels of investment in Scottish renewables, and 
encourage investment in the immature wave and tidal sectors, where Scotland has a competitive 
advantage and real potential for economic growth. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive on what basis it does not accept the validity of the costings that Ofgem gave to 
justify the refusal to accept the postage stamp model for transmission charging (Official Report, c. 
8050). 

Holding answer issued: 3 May 2012 (S4W-06813) 

Fergus Ewing: We have concerns about Project Transmit’s absolute reliance on modelling that only 
takes into account one aspect – the cost of transmission assets – of a highly complex system. 

Switching to a low carbon economy will mean savings for consumers throughout the period 
modelled – and beyond. The modelling in Project Transmit does not take into account the price 
volatility and increasing cost to consumers of our current reliance on fossil fuels, whose costs are on 
an upward trajectory, with no sign of slowing. 

Analysis from the UK Department of Energy and Climate Change shows that low carbon policies will 
lead to savings in the average energy bill of 7% - or £94. Details can be found at the following link: 
http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/meeting_energy/aes/impacts/impacts.aspx. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive further to the answer to 
question S4W-06873 by Fergus Ewing on 8 May 2012, what potential support options it has discussed 
with Stirling Council in relation to Clans 2014. 

Holding answer issued: 24 May 2012 (S4W-07130) 

Fergus Ewing: In order to develop the necessary planning to support an event of this scale, 
EventScotland and Stirling Council are working together to appoint specialist consultants to work on a 
focused and short term project to develop the business planning aspects of Clans 2014. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S4W-06879 by Fergus Ewing on 8 May 2012, whether it will provide guidance to Stirling 
Council in relation to the organisation and delivery of Clan 2014 given its experience with The 
Gathering 2009. 

Holding answer issued: 24 May 2012 (S4W-07132) 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/meeting_energy/aes/impacts/impacts.aspx


Fergus Ewing: Clearly it will be important for those involved in the planning and delivery of the 
Clans 2014 event to take cognisance of the experience gained in the organisation and delivery of the 
Gathering in 2009 and ensure the necessary lessons learned from that event are taken into account. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
average time is taken to register a title in the conveyancing of domestic property. 

Holding answer issued: 29 May 2012 (S4W-07226) 

Fergus Ewing: Registers of Scotland (RoS) does not maintain a record of the average time taken to 
complete an application for registration of domestic properties. This method of reporting was used for 
a limited range of application types previously. In 2007-08, RoS reviewed the appropriateness of 
capturing this information and concluded that the measure was not encouraging improved 
performance or necessarily demonstrating where efficiencies were being made. 

The length of time that an application spends awaiting attention and undergoing processing depends 
largely on its complexity. As a generalisation, the more complex an application is, the more time it will 
take to complete registration. 

Rule 9 of the Land Registration (Scotland) Rules 1980 provides for three different types of 
application to be made to the Land Register. Those are an application for first registration (FR), an 
application for registration of dealing of a whole registered interest in land (DW) and an application for 
registration of a transfer of part of a registered interest in land (TP). 

FR and TP applications can be complex and time-consuming as they require the preparation of new 
Land Register title sheets and title plans and the examination of legal documents by experienced 
registration staff. By contrast, DW applications involve relatively minor amendments to the Land 
Register and are generally more routine and quicker to complete. Land registration  provides a state 
indemnity (guarantee) to registered titles against errors and omissions in the Land Register and 
particularly complex cases require time and very careful handling by senior Land Register 
caseworkers. This may entail in-depth analysis of the preceding title history of property,  investigation 
of title problems, requisitioning of additional evidence from solicitors and complicated mapping 
procedures. 

The Land Registration (Scotland) Act 1979 imposes no set time-limits for the processing of 
applications for registration. However, the Keeper does set annual targets for the completion of 
applications to the Land Register and the Sasine Register. The following table sets out the key 
application completion targets for 2011-2012 along with performance against the same. Some 87% of 
applications submitted to the property registers fall within these performance targets. 

Turnaround Time information for 2011-12 

Key Performance Target Performance for Year 2011-2012 

Complete 80% of standard FR applications 
within 60 days and the remainder within 120 

days. 

99.20% completed within 60 days. Remaining 
0.80% completed within 120 days. 

Complete 80% of standard DW transactions 
within 60 days and the remainder within 120 

days. 

98.81% completed within 60 days. Remaining 
1.19% completed within 120 days. 

Complete all applications submitted through the 
on-line Automated Registration of Title to Land 

system within 24 hours. 

99.99% completed within 24 hours. 

Complete recording of 80% of writs presented to 
the Sasine Register within 20 days and the 

remainder within 40 days. 

100% completed within 20 days. 

 

Identical completion targets have been set by the Keeper for 2012-13. Currently all targets are being 
met. 

For those FR applications not covered by time bound completion targets (termed complex 
transactions) the Keeper has set a target that by the end of March 2013 no FR application will be older 
than six months, except for those where the Keeper cannot complete because of factors outwith her 



control, such as court action, or by agreement with the submitting solicitor. The target that the Keeper 
has set for TP applications is to have no such applications older than nine months by October 2013.  

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
longest outstanding registration of title is that the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland has. 

Holding answer issued: 29 May 2012 (S4W-07227) 

Fergus Ewing: The Land Registration (Scotland) Act 1979 imposes no set time-limits for the 
processing of applications for registration. The length of time that an application spends awaiting 
attention and undergoing processing depends largely on its complexity. As a generalisation, the more 
complex an application is, the more time it will take to complete registration. 

Rule 9 of the Land Registration (Scotland) Rules 1980 provides for three different types of 
application to be made to the Land Register. Those are an application for first registration (FR), an 
application for registration of dealing with the whole of a registered interest in land (DW) and an 
application for registration of a transfer of part of a registered interest in land (TP). 

FR and TP applications involve the preparation of new Land Register title sheets and title plans. 
They involve detailed, considerative examination of legal documents by experienced registration staff 
and can be complex and time-consuming. By contrast, DW applications involve relatively minor 
amendments to the Land Register and are generally more routine and quicker to complete. Since the 
norm of land registration is the attachment of a state indemnity (guarantee) to registered titles, which 
can mean the payment of public money to persons who suffer loss because of an error or omission in 
the Land Register, particularly complex cases require very careful handling by senior Land Register 
caseworkers. This may entail in-depth analysis of the preceding title history of property, thorough 
investigation of title problems, requisitioning of additional evidence from solicitors and complicated 
mapping procedures. 

Although the Land Registration (Scotland) Act 1979 is silent as to the time limits for completion of 
cases, the Keeper does set annual targets for the completion of applications to the Land Register and 
the Sasine Register. The following table sets out the key application completion targets for 2011-2012 
along with performance against the same. Some 87% of applications submitted to the property 
registers fall within these performance targets. 

Turnaround Time Information for 2011-12 

Key Performance Target Performance for Year 2011-2012 

Complete 80% of standard FR applications within 
60 days and the remainder within 120 days. 

99.20% completed within 60 days. Remaining 
0.80% completed within 120 days. 

Complete 80% of standard DW transactions 
within 60 days and the remainder within 120 

days. 

98.81% completed within 60 days. Remaining 
1.19% completed within 120 days. 

Complete all applications submitted through the 
on-line Automated Registration of Title to Land 

system within 24 hours. 

99.99% completed within 24 hours. 

Complete recording of 80% of writs presented to 
the Sasine Register within 20 days and the 

remainder within 40 days. 

100% completed within 20 days. 

 

Identical completion targets have been set by the Keeper for 2012-2013. Currently all targets are 
being met. 

For those FR applications not covered by time bound completion targets (what are termed complex 
transactions) the Keeper has set a target that by the end of March 2013 no FR application will be older 
than six months, except for those where the Keeper cannot complete because of factors outwith her 
control, such as court action, or by agreement with the submitting solicitor. The target that the Keeper 
has set for TP applications is for no such application to be older than nine months by October 2013. 

The longest outstanding application to the Land Register relates to the registration of a property  in 
Arbroath. An application to register a Disposition giving effect to a transfer of ownership was received 
by the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland on 12 February 2001. Completion of the registration has 



been held up by court action and therefore completion of that registration is out with the control of the 
keeper. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will issue guidance on the safe disposal of energy-efficient light bulbs. 

 (S4W-07320) 

Fergus Ewing: It is a requirement of the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulations 
2006 that the producers of energy-efficient light bulbs have to fund their end-of-life collection and 
treatment. Collection is normally done through local authority civic amenity sites or at kerbside where 
a household WEEE collection exists. Once collected the bulbs are taken to authorised treatment 
facilities where they are managed in accordance with current guidance on safe recycling and disposal. 
This guidance was issued by Defra, the Scottish Executive and the Welsh Assembly Government in 
2006. 

The Scottish Government has no immediate plans to issue further guidance on the safe disposal of 
energy-efficient light bulbs.  

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what progress has been made in evaluating the transformation of flooded coal 
mines for geothermal power. 

 (S4W-07326) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has commissioned research to examine Scotland’s 
geothermal potential, including an assessment of abandoned mine workings, and to identify policy 
options for increasing commercial confidence in taking forward the exploitation of deep geothermal 
heat. The results of the study are expected to be available by spring 2013. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
current memoranda of understanding Scottish Enterprise has entered into, broken down by the (a) 
companies that have signed the memoranda, (b) level of investment from all parties and (c) proposed 
number of jobs that will be created. 

 (S4W-07416) 

John Swinney: This is an operational matter for Scottish Enterprise. I will ask its Chief Executive to 
reply to you. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will provide a list of the memoranda of understanding (MOU) that have fallen through in each year 
since 2007, showing the companies that signed the MOU; the investment involved from all parties; the 
proposed number of jobs to be created, and how and when it informed the Parliament that they were 
no longer going ahead. 

 (S4W-07417) 

John Swinney: This is an operational matter for Scottish Enterprise. I will ask its Chief Executive to 
reply to you. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
legal status is of a memorandum of understanding and what the impact is when one party withdraws 
from its previous expression of intent. 

 (S4W-07418) 

John Swinney: This is an operational matter for Scottish Enterprise. I will ask its Chief Executive to 
reply to you. 

 



Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it 
considers to be the benefits of the use of memoranda of understanding. 

 (S4W-07419) 

John Swinney: This is an operational matter for Scottish Enterprise. I will ask its Chief Executive to 
reply to you. 

Finance 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what value of 
public contracts it has awarded to (a) PricewaterhouseCoopers, (b) Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, (c) 
Ernst & Young and (d) KPMG in each year from 1999-00. 

 (S4W-07396) 

Alex Neil: Scottish Executive does not hold records of contracts for the period 1999 to 2000. 

Governance and Communities 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
support it (a) gives and (b) will give  community councils following the winding up of the Association of 
Scottish Community Councils. 

 (S4W-07311) 

Derek Mackay: Since 2007 the Scottish Government has worked in partnership with COSLA and 
the Association of Scottish Community Councils to develop and produce a package of measures to 
raise the profile, effectiveness, and support of Community Councils throughout Scotland. This 
included: 
A Model Scheme of Establishment of Community Councils; 
A Model Code of Conduct for Community Councillors; 
Good Practice Guidance for use by both local authorities and Community Councils, and 
Five Community Council pilot projects looking at budget management; asset management, and 
Community Council elections. 

Currently, a short life working group is considering how best to build the resilience and capacity of 
Community Councils, in order to strengthen their role and relevance as voices for their communities. 
The group is due to report its recommendations later this summer and these proposals will provide a 
platform for wider discussion and engagement on the future development of Scotland’s Community 
Councils. 

The Scottish Government remains committed to supporting Community Councils to make a full and 
active contribution to the communities that they represent. Future Scottish Government support will be 
shaped by the working group’s proposals and wider discussions with others who share this aspiration. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
supports its employees to volunteer in sport. 

 (S4W-07365) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is committed to helping its employees participate in 
community projects and making a contribution to Scottish society. As part of this commitment, all staff 
are entitled to receive one day of paid special leave each year for volunteering activities. In addition, 
staff who participate in major sports events which are National Championships or Finals may receive 
up to five days’ paid special leave in any 12 month period; this is also available to those who are 
representing their country. Staff may also receive special leave without pay to take part in regional, 
area or zoned sporting events. 

Learning and Justice 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many children have been adopted in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-07269) 



Aileen Campbell: Information on the number of adoptions is available from the National Records of 
Scotland, and can be found here: 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/2010/adoptions-re-
registrations.html. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many children have been waiting for adoption in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-07270) 

Aileen Campbell: Information on the number of children who have been waiting for adoption is not 
collected centrally. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the role of 
partner organisations is in the consultation on a national parenting strategy. 

 (S4W-07299) 

Aileen Campbell: The role of partner organisations is to feed in their views, including those of 
parents, to help shape our approach going forward. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost is of 
using partner organisations in the consultation on a national parenting strategy. 

 (S4W-07300) 

Aileen Campbell: There is no cost to the Scottish Government of using partner organisations in this 
consultation. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive from which budget 
the cost of using partner organisations in the consultation on a national parenting strategy is being 
met. 

 (S4W-07301) 

Aileen Campbell: There is no specific budget as there is no cost to the Scottish Government of 
using partner organisations to feed in their views to the development of a national parenting strategy. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what groups and 
organisations working with parents have been consulted on the national parenting strategy. 

 (S4W-07302) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government have consulted with a wide range of groups and 
organisations working with parents. The following groups and organisations responded. 

Additional Support Needs Forum, Outreach Team, Stirling Council 

Amina the Muslim Women’s Resource Centre 

Argyll and Bute Council 

Auchnacraig Early Years Education Centre (West Dunbartonshire Council)  

Barlarnark Family Support Centre 

Barnardo’s Scotland 

Barrhill Community Centre (East Ayrshire Council) 

Beith Primary School (North Ayrshire Council) 

Care and Learning Alliance 

Carlibar Primary School (East Renfrewshire Council) 

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/2010/adoptions-re-registrations.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/2010/adoptions-re-registrations.html


Children 1st 

Circle Scotland  

Clackmannanshire Council  

Clovenstone Community Centre  

Coldstream Play Group  

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (schools and preschools) 

Down’s Syndrome Scotland 

Dundee City Council 

East Renfrewshire Council 

Edinburgh City Council 

Education Development Centre (Western Isles) Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

ENABLE Scotland Young Families Support Committee 

Equal Say Advocacy 

Falkirk Council  

Families Outside 

Edinburgh Prison Visitors’ Centre                

Family Fund, helping disabled children 

Family Nurse Partnership 

Gilmerton Child and Family Centre (Edinburgh City Council) 

Hailesland Child and Family Centre (Edinburgh City Council) 

Clovenstone Primary School (Edinburgh City Council) 

Pentland Primary School (Edinburgh City Council) 

Colinton Primary School (Edinburgh City Council) 

Oxgangs Primary School (Edinburgh City Council) 

Dreghorn Barracks, Edinburgh 

Hillside School (East Ayrshire Council) 

Home Link Family Support 

Home-Start (Glenrothes, Kincardine, Wigtownshire, Orkney, Edinburgh) 

Kibble Education and Care Centre 

Kingsway Court Health and Wellbeing Centre 

LGBT Centre for Health and Wellbeing 

Mastrick Community Centre (Aberdeen City Council) 

Midlothian Council 

Midlothian Parents Voice  

Midlothian Sure Start 

National Childbirth Trust 

NHS Health Scotland 

NHS Lothian  

North Ayrshire Council 

One Parent Families Scotland  



Parent Council (Clackmannanshire) 

Parent Network Scotland 

People First (Scotland) 

Perth and Kinross Council 

Poverty Alliance 

Quarriers  

Relationships Scotland 

Roshni 

Ruchazie Family Support Centre Barlarnark  

Scottish Borders Council 

Scottish Consortium for Learning Disability   

Scottish Drugs Forum 

Scottish Marriage Care 

Scottish Pre-School Play Association 

Scottish Woman's Aid 

Sense Scotland 

Shakti Women's Aid 

Shetland Council 

Sign Post (West Lothian Council) 

South Lanarkshire Council  

St Marys Family Support Project, South Lanarkshire  

Stirling Council 

Sure Start and Outreach Strathbrock Partnership (West Lothian) 

The Hub Community Centre (Highland Council) 

Towerlands Primary School (North Ayrshire Council) 

West Dumbartonshire Council 

West Dunbartonshire Community Health and Care Partnership 

West Dunbartonshire Council 

West Lothian Council 

Work Sleep Play. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the national 
parenting strategy will be published. 

 (S4W-07303) 

Aileen Campbell: We aim to publish the first part of the national parenting strategy this autumn. We 
will set out our aspirations for our approach and support to those with a parenting role and will include 
commitments to a programme of further work to follow. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance has been given to police forces regarding meeting the 14-day period required by the service 
level agreement to process Disclosure Scotland applications. 



 (S4W-07310) 

Aileen Campbell: The service level agreements make it clear that Disclosure Scotland has 
obligations to individuals and organisations making disclosure applications. It is on the basis of the 
need for prompt responses to Disclosure Scotland enquiries that penalties have been included in the 
service level agreement with the Scottish relevant police forces. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
modern apprenticeships in retail  were funded by Skills Development Scotland in 2011-12 and how 
many it will fund in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-07312) 

Angela Constance: Skills Development Scotland (SDS) publish modern apprenticeship (MA) 
statistics, broken down by age and by framework, on a quarterly basis. The year-end statistics for 
national training programmes in 2011-12 can be found at the following link: 
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/knowledge/national-reports/national-training-programmes-
statistics.aspx. 

The allocation of funding for MAs in 2012-13 will be determined by SDS’ contracting process. We 
have made a commitment to fund a total of 25,000 MA opportunities in each year of the current 
Parliament. However, as starts and spend are both dependent on actual take up, it is not possible to 
state the allocation for MAs in the retail sector for 2012-13 other than retrospectively. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what criteria 
Skills Development Scotland uses to decide on funding for modern apprenticeships in retail. 

 (S4W-07313) 

Angela Constance: Given limited public resources there is a need to prioritise resources within the 
MA area. Given the continuing challenges within the labour market for young people, it is important 
that we maximise the number of 16 to 24-year-olds moving into employed apprenticeships. All 
approved frameworks in Scotland, including retail, will be funded for this group. 

We also remain committed to ensuring that the key and supporting sectors, such as construction, 
engineering and automotive, have access to a wide range of all age skills development tools for both 
new entrants and their existing workforce, this includes apprenticeship opportunities. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
will provide a breakdown by industry sector of the 25,000 new modern apprenticeship starts in 2011-
12. 

 (S4W-07314) 

Angela Constance: Skills Development Scotland (SDS) publish modern apprenticeship (MA) 
statistics, broken down by age, gender and framework, on a quarterly basis. The year-end statistics for 
national training programmes in 2011-12, including MAs by sectoral framework, can be found at the 
following link: 
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/knowledge/national-reports/national-training-programmes-
statistics.aspx. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
Skills Development Scotland will fund modern apprenticeships for the retail sector for people aged 20 
and over and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-07315) 

Angela Constance: Given limited public resources there is a need to prioritise resources within the 
MA area. Given the continuing challenges within the labour market for young people, it is important 
that we maximise the number of 16 to 24-year-olds moving into employed apprenticeships. All 
approved frameworks in Scotland, including retail, will be funded for this group. 

http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/knowledge/national-reports/national-training-programmes-statistics.aspx
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/knowledge/national-reports/national-training-programmes-statistics.aspx
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/knowledge/national-reports/national-training-programmes-statistics.aspx
http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/knowledge/national-reports/national-training-programmes-statistics.aspx


We also remain committed to ensuring that the key and supporting sectors, such as construction, 
engineering and automotive, have access to a wide range of all age skills development tools, for both 
new entrants and their existing workforce, this includes apprenticeship opportunities. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
class sizes in (a) primary and (b) secondary schools in (i) Aberdeen and (ii) Aberdeenshire have 
decreased since May 2007. 

 (S4W-07347) 

Michael Russell: Information on class sizes in secondary schools is not routinely collected. 

(i) In Aberdeen City, the average primary class size has decreased from 23.8 in September 2006 to 
23.6 in September 2011. 

(ii) In Aberdeenshire, the average primary class size has risen from 22.3 in September 2006 to 22.9 
in September 2011. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
exclusions there were from (a) primary and (b) secondary schools in (i) Aberdeen, (ii) Aberdeenshire 
and (iii) Angus in 2011-12, broken down by reason for exclusion. 

 (S4W-07348) 

Michael Russell: Information on exclusions from 2011-12 is not being collected and published 
centrally. The next publication of exclusions data will be from the academic year 2012-13 in December 
2013.  

Tables 1 and 2 below show how many exclusions there were in Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and 
Angus in 2010-11, in both primary and secondary schools, broken down by reason for exclusion. The 
reason for exclusion figures have been rounded to the nearest five for disclosure and quality reasons. 

Table 1. Number of Exclusions in Primary Schools Broken Down by Reason for Exclusion, 2010-11. 

  Aberdeen City Aberdeenshire Angus 

Total Number of Exclusions
1
 316 102 94 

      

Reason For Exclusion     

      

Damage to personal property of pupil 0 0 0 

Damage to personal property of staff 0 0 0 

Damage to school property 25 10 10 

Extortion from pupil 0 0 0 

Fighting 20 10 5 

Fire raising 0 0 0 

General or persistent disobedience 135 35 35 

Indecent exposure 0 0 0 

Insolent or offensive behaviour 55 15 15 

Malicious communications against pupil 0 0 0 

Malicious communications against staff 0 0 0 

Parental non-cooperation 0 0 0 

Physical assault using improvised weapon against pupil 5 0 5 

Physical assault using improvised weapon against staff 5 0 5 

Physical assault using weapon against pupil 5 0 0 

Physical assault using weapon against staff 5 0 0 

Physical assault with no weapon against pupil 60 30 20 

Physical assault with no weapon against staff 40 25 25 

Refusal to attend class 25 5 10 

Slander and libel (incl. website) against pupil 0 0 0 



  Aberdeen City Aberdeenshire Angus 

Slander and libel (incl. website) against staff 0 0 0 

Spitting 0 0 0 

Stalking of pupil 0 0 0 

Substance misuse - alcohol 0 0 0 

Substance misuse - not alcohol 0 0 0 

Sustained peer exclusion for the purpose of causing 
significant distress 5 0 0 

Theft from pupil 0 0 0 

Theft from staff 0 0 0 

Threat of physical violence using weapon or improvised 
weapon, pupil 5 0 0 

Threat of physical violence using weapon or improvised 
weapon, staff 5 0 0 

Threat of physical violence, no weapon, against pupil 10 5 0 

Threat of physical violence, no weapon, against staff 5 5 5 

Threat of sexual violence against pupil 0 0 0 

Threat of sexual violence against staff 0 0 0 

Threat to personal property against pupil 0 0 0 

Threat to personal property against staff 0 0 0 

Threat to school property 5 0 5 

Verbal abuse of pupil 35 15 10 

Verbal abuse of staff 80 40 35 

Other 30 5 15 

Note: 1. Includes temporary and permanent exclusions. 

 

Table 2. Number of Exclusions In Secondary Schools Broken Down by Reason for Exclusion, 2010-
11. 

  Aberdeen City Aberdeenshire Angus 

      

Total Number of Exclusions
1
 951 699 340 

      

Reason For Exclusion     

      

Damage to personal property of pupil 0 0 0 

Damage to personal property of staff 0 0 0 

Damage to school property 10 20 10 

Extortion from pupil 0 0 0 

Fighting 75 40 15 

Fire raising 0 5 0 

General or persistent disobedience 210 240 95 

Indecent exposure 0 5 5 

Insolent or offensive behaviour 115 125 45 

Malicious communications against pupil 5 0 0 

Malicious communications against staff 0 0 0 

Parental non-cooperation 0 0 0 

Physical assault using improvised weapon against pupil 10 10 0 

Physical assault using improvised weapon against staff 5 0 0 

Physical assault using weapon against pupil 5 5 0 

Physical assault using weapon against staff 0 0 0 

Physical assault with no weapon against pupil 140 135 60 

Physical assault with no weapon against staff 15 15 10 



  Aberdeen City Aberdeenshire Angus 

Refusal to attend class 5 25 5 

Slander and libel (incl. website) against pupil 0 0 0 

Slander and libel (incl. website) against staff 0 0 0 

Spitting 0 0 0 

Stalking of pupil 0 0 0 

Stalking of staff 0 0 0 

Substance misuse - alcohol 15 10 10 

Substance misuse - not alcohol 10 15 5 

Sustained peer exclusion for the purpose of causing 
significant distress 0 0 0 

Theft from pupil 10 0 5 

Theft from staff 5 0 0 

Threat of physical violence using weapon or improvised 
weapon, pupil 0 0 0 

Threat of physical violence using weapon or improvised 
weapon, staff 0 0 0 

Threat of physical violence, no weapon, against pupil 15 10 5 

Threat of physical violence, no weapon, against staff 10 10 0 

Threat of sexual violence against pupil 0 0 0 

Threat of sexual violence against staff 0 0 0 

Threat to personal property against pupil 0 0 0 

Threat to personal property against staff 0 0 0 

Threat to school property 5 10 0 

Verbal abuse of pupil 20 40 10 

Verbal abuse of staff 235 255 115 

Other 85 70 25 

Note 1. Includes temporary and permanent exclusions. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
pupils have been suspended for alcohol-related issues in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in the 
last year. 

 (S4W-07349) 

Michael Russell: In 2010-11 there were 15 pupils temporarily excluded from Aberdeen City for 
alcohol substance misuse and 10 from Aberdeenshire. These figures have been rounded to the 
nearest five for disclosure and quality reasons. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of primary 1 to 3 pupils in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire primary schools was in a 
class size of (a) 18 and under, (b) 19 to 25, (c) 26 to 30 and (d) over 30 in each year from 2007-08 to 
2011-12. 

 (S4W-07350) 

Michael Russell: Data for the respective years in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire are shown in 
the following tables 

(a) Percentage of P1-P3 pupils in Aberdeen City primary schools, by size of class: 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

1-18 9 7 8 12 17 

19-25 68 71 62 59 55 

26-30 24 22 30 29 29 

over 30 0 0 1 0 0 

Notes: 



1. Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
2. The percentage of P1-P3 pupils in classes of 18 or fewer include two-teacher classes with 36 or 
less. Classes taught by two teachers at all times are treated as two classes of half the size.  

(b) Percentage of P1-P3 pupils in Aberdeenshire primary schools, by size of class: 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

1-18 16 13 13 13 11 

19-25 67 68 64 66 67 

26-30 17 18 22 22 22 

over 30 0 0 0 0 0 

Notes: 
1. Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
2. The percentage of P1-P3 pupils in classes of 18 or fewer include two-teacher classes with 36 or 
less. Classes taught by two teachers at all times are treated as two classes of half the size. 

Transport Scotland 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is 
considering making changes to the payments to bus operators in relation to passengers travelling with 
free bus passes. 

 (S4W-07290) 

Keith Brown: We have commissioned MVA Consultancy to undertake independent research to 
improve and update the evidence base underpinning reimbursement payments to bus operators for 
carrying concessionary bus passengers under the Scotland-wide Free Bus Travel Scheme for Older 
and Disabled People. We cannot prejudge the outcome of that research but we expect it to provide 
information relevant to the reimbursement of bus operators in future years. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it last 
discussed the operation of the concessionary bus travel scheme with bus operators. 

 (S4W-07291) 

Keith Brown: We have regular dialogue with bus operators in Scotland about the concessionary 
bus travel scheme and other bus related issues through the Confederation of Passenger Transport 
(CPT). Transport Scotland officials last met representatives of CPT on 29 March 2012. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has 
contracted external consultants to model and assess the operation of the concessionary bus travel 
scheme with a view to making changes and, if so, what consultants. 

 (S4W-07292) 

Keith Brown: We have commissioned MVA Consultancy to undertake independent research to 
further improve and update the evidence base underpinning reimbursement payments to bus 
operators for carrying concessionary bus passengers under the Scotland-wide Free Bus Travel 
Scheme for Older and Disabled People. A report of their findings is expected in the autumn. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans 
to employ external consultants to model the operation of the concessionary bus travel scheme. 

 (S4W-07293) 

Keith Brown: We have commissioned MVA Consultancy to undertake independent research to 
further improve and update the evidence base underpinning reimbursement payments to bus 
operators for carrying concessionary bus passengers under the Scotland-wide Free Bus Travel 
Scheme for Older and Disabled People. A report of their findings is expected in the autumn. 

 



Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
last had discussions with NESTRANS regarding the Aberdeen Crossrail project. 

 (S4W-07295) 

Keith Brown: Scottish ministers and officials from Transport Scotland regularly meet with 
representatives with Nestrans to discuss a range of transport issues, including progress on the 
Aberdeen to Inverness Rail Improvements Project and proposals for cross Aberdeen rail services. The 
most recent meeting was held on 9 February 2012. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
recent discussions it has had with Network Rail on the potential for reopening the railway station at (a) 
Kintore and (b) Newtonhill. 

 (S4W-07296) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland officials regularly meet with representatives with Network Rail on 
the potential re-opening of Kintore station as it forms part of the Aberdeen to Inverness Rail 
Improvements Project. 

In addition, we have regular discussions about the development of the Aberdeen to Central Belt Rail 
Enhancement Scheme. This project is in the early stages of development, as such, we are unable to 
consider any station proposals south of Aberdeen, such as Newtonhill at present. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans it has to increase the number of services available from Portlethen railway station and what 
discussions it has had with First ScotRail on this issue. 

 (S4W-07298) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland meet regularly with ScotRail and Network Rail to consider and 
discuss what opportunities there are to vary calling patterns on services to further improve capacity 
and meet passenger demand to travel. 

Discussions with ScotRail are ongoing with an objective to increase calls at Portlethen. This review 
is subject to the Rail Timetable Planning Process. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-07267 

 


