
Thursday 17 May 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise & Environment 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will 
ensure that, following the reduction in its operating budget, the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) does not reduce the number of inspections that it carries out. 

 

 (S4O-1008) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government protected SEPA’s budget as far as possible given 
the settlement imposed on us by the UK Government. We are working with SEPA as part of our joint 
better environmental regulation programme so that their delivery of environmental protection is 
targeted according to risk and ensures Scotland’s environment receives the protection it deserves. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-06594 by Richard Lochhead on 2 May 2012, whether the stakeholders 
will include Scotland-wide organisations with an interest in rural affairs. 

 (S4W-7048) 

Richard Lochhead: Yes, the Scottish Government has already sought the views of national 
organisations. These include the Scottish Community Alliance, Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations, Carnegie UK, COSLA, Scottish Enterprise, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and 
Development Trusts Association Scotland. This list is by no means exhaustive and we will continue to 
seek the views of any national organisation that has an interest in rural affairs. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what it is doing to promote franchised business. 

 (S4W-7166) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises the vital contribution small business start-ups 
make to our economy as we move forward with economic recovery and growth, and is firmly 
committed to maintaining a supportive business environment, ensuring that appropriate measures are 
in place to stimulate and grow small businesses. 

These measures include the transfer of responsibility for local economic development, including the 
Business Gateway, to local authorities. The Business Gateway is the key delivery channel offering a 
first point of contact for all publicly funded advice to business in Scotland. The services that are 
available through the Business Gateway are wide-ranging and cover a number of aspects associated 
with starting and growing a business, including advice and support on franchising. 

Workshops promoting franchising as a business opportunity are delivered by the Business Gateway 
and are designed to provide appropriate information to those individuals who see a franchise as the 
most suitable means to allow them to realise their business aspirations. The advice available includes 
information on the structure, financial aspects and legal considerations of franchising. 

Health and Social Care 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
projections have been made of the number of people with osteoarthritis in the next 10 years and the 
impact on the NHS. 

 (S4O-1010) 

Michael Matheson: I am aware of the OA Nation 2012 report published recently by Arthritis Care 
which suggests that there may be as many as 8.5 million people in the UK living with osteoarthritis. 



We know that around 40% of the Scottish population have at least one long term condition and, 
although osteoarthritis is not caused by ageing, the likelihood of developing a long term condition 
increases with age. 

Over the next 10 years the proportion of over 75s in Scotland – who are the highest users of NHS 
services - will increase by over 25%. 

By 2033, the number of people over 60 will increase by 50%. 

We should celebrate that people are living longer, but we also recognise that, as a consequence, 
many more people are living with long-term conditions, including osteoarthritis. 

Over the next 20 years demography alone could increase expenditure on health and social care by 
over 70%. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the possible impact on public health of the Fife Diet Food Manifesto 2012. 

 (S4O-1028) 

Michael Matheson: We welcome Fife Diet’s new Food Manifesto and their cross-cutting community 
work to promote the development of a food system that better supports environmental sustainability in 
Scotland. 

The Scottish Government is committed to pursuing collaborative and sustainable approaches to food 
production and consumption, recognising that doing so will not only reduce our impact on the 
environment but also help individuals lead longer, healthier lives. 

Our National Food and Drink Policy “Recipe for Success” sets out how the Scottish Government is 
taking forward a number of the issues covered in the food manifesto including skills development, food 
education, grow-your-own, the environment, and health and sustainable procurement. 

One example of our work in this area is the development of a Health and Environmental 
Sustainability Framework which will provide a structured way of thinking to help decision makers 
address complex health and environmental sustainability challenges in a joined up way. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many incidents of self-harm involving people aged 60 and over there have been in 
each of the last three years, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-7087) 

Michael Matheson: The following table shows information on the number of acute hospital stays for 
patients aged 60 and over following an incident of intentional self-harm for the financial years ending 
31 March 2009 to 2011 by NHS Board of Residence. 

These figures are limited to cases where self-harm resulted in an acute hospital admission in NHS 
Scotland. They do not include patients treated solely within Accident and Emergency Departments or 
incidents of self-harm resulting in death where the incident did not result in an admission to hospital. 

Table 1 shows the number of acute hospital stays with a diagnosis of intentional self-harm; by 
Health Board of Residence for the financial years ending 31 March 2009 to 2011

1
. 

Table 1. Number of acute hospital stays with a diagnosis of intentional self-harm; by Health Board of 
Residence, Financial years ending 31 March 2009 to 2011 

Health Board of Residence 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
1
 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 49 47 44 

NHS Borders 15 15 21 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 16 12 14 

NHS Fife 51 39 36 

NHS Forth Valley  35 38 26 

NHS Grampian 58 76 80 



Health Board of Residence 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
1
 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 198 167 179 

NHS Highland 36 37 41 

NHS Lanarkshire 55 36 50 

NHS Lothian 83 89 109 

NHS Tayside 51 49 43 

Island Boards 10 10 11 

Other/Unknown 8 * 11 

Source: ISD Scotland, SMR01. 
Notes: 
*Indicates a value that has been suppressed due to the potential risk of disclosure and to help 
maintain patient confidentiality. 
1. Data for NHS Scotland for 2010-11 provisional, any future revision to the figures will be small. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance is issued to NHS boards on the provision of chiropody and podiatry services for people with 
diabetes. 

 (S4W-7090) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) Guideline 116: The 
Management of Diabetes, sets out the level of foot care that people with diabetes can expect. 

Our Diabetes Action Plan, published in 2010, contains specific actions to improve foot care for 
people with diabetes and reduce the risk of complications. This is being achieved through the 
implementation of the nationally agreed Diabetic Foot Risk Stratification and Triage Traffic Light 
system. This system ensures that people who are at risk of developing a foot ulcer receive the most 
appropriate treatment when they need it. 

The Scottish Diabetes Group (SDG) has also led the development of the Foot Risk Awareness and 
Management Education (FRAME) online education tool to standardise the foot risk stratification 
process for NHSScotland staff www.diabetesframe.org/. This tool has been developed specifically to 
help GPs meet the Quality and Outcomes Framework foot risk screening target and incorporates the 
recommendations of SIGN Guideline 116. 

Learning and Justice 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many young 
people in each local authority area are unemployed and how many had been unemployed for longer 
than (a) six and (b) 12 months as at the last claimant count, and how this compares with the same 
period in 2011. 

 (S4W-7061) 

Angela Constance: Information on the number of people unemployed is not available by local 
authority. Information from the claimant count is provided in the following table. 

Table 1 shows the claimant count for claimants aged 16-24 years in each local authority in Scotland. 
Total claimants, claimants for over 6 months and claimants for over 12 months for April 2011 and April 
2012 are shown. 

Table 1 Claimant Count aged 16-24 years 

  

Apr-11 Apr-12 

Total 
claimants 

Over 6 
months 

Over 12 
months 

Total 
claimants 

Over 6 
months 

Over 12 
months 

Aberdeen City 970 140 15 890 255 70 

Aberdeenshire 780 130 10 735 205 85 

Angus 725 115 5 680 255 75 

Argyll and Bute 495 120 20 470 190 70 

Clackmannanshire 535 145 20 620 295 110 



  

Apr-11 Apr-12 

Total 
claimants 

Over 6 
months 

Over 12 
months 

Total 
claimants 

Over 6 
months 

Over 12 
months 

Dumfries and Galloway 1,040 200 45 1,085 380 160 

Dundee City 1,620 355 35 1,705 745 260 

East Ayrshire 1,310 320 30 1,360 590 210 

East Dunbartonshire 540 110 5 550 210 50 

East Lothian 660 135 15 650 225 85 

East Renfrewshire 420 75 10 410 140 35 

Edinburgh, City of 2,920 495 75 3,015 1,010 330 

Eilean Siar 100 10 0 105 35 10 

Falkirk 1,440 395 75 1,250 510 210 

Fife 3,220 665 85 3,260 1,275 450 

Glasgow City 6,575 1,705 485 6,710 2,520 900 

Highland 1,110 175 15 1,065 300 100 

Inverclyde 775 95 15 895 260 95 

Midlothian 720 200 45 745 295 110 

Moray 550 65 10 490 115 40 

North Ayrshire 1,515 330 55 1,655 705 260 

North Lanarkshire 3,515 720 105 3,555 1,505 565 

Orkney Islands 45 5 0 65 25 5 

Perth and Kinross 680 90 5 635 200 55 

Renfrewshire 1,535 280 30 1,640 620 190 

Scottish Borders 715 200 55 735 285 110 

Shetland Islands 60 10 0 60 15 0 

South Ayrshire 880 195 25 875 320 95 

South Lanarkshire 2,745 645 135 2,885 1,165 435 

Stirling 590 130 15 625 240 95 

West Dunbartonshire 1,095 265 25 1,165 475 195 

West Lothian 1,465 230 55 1,480 500 175 

Source: nomis. 

 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it is meeting its target in setting up community hubs and how many there are in 
Aberdeenshire West. 

 

 (S4W-7112) 

Alasdair Allan: Our school estate strategy, Building Better Schools, recognises that schools are 
major public and community assets and should be open to serve their communities accordingly. This 
is reflected in its ninth principle which sets out that schools should best serve their communities. We, 
therefore, consider that all schools should in effect be community hubs. 

While it is, of course, for individual local authorities to manage their school estate to each 
community’s best interests we are aware that Aberdeenshire Council fully embraces our policy. All of 
their secondary schools are open to the community and incorporate a range of community facilities. 
These include a mixture of office spaces, staff bases, interview areas, conference rooms, a family 
centre, NHS provision, community dental practice (as at Portlethen Academy), fitness suites and 
swimming pools, libraries, police offices and dedicated family rooms in primary schools. This ethos 
forms a brief for all new school building projects in the Aberdeenshire Campus Model for schools and 
community accommodation. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many officials (a) attended and (b) remained throughout each meeting that the First Minister has 
had with Rupert Murdoch since May 2007. 

 

 (S4W-7047) 

Fiona Hyslop: The information requested is being collated. I will write to the member as soon as the 
information is available and a copy will be placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. 
number 53984). 

 


