
Wednesday 2 May 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in light of the recently 
reported comments by the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism, whether it will regulate so-
called pay-day loans. 

 (S4O-00967) 

Fergus Ewing: I wrote to the UK Minister Norman Lamb on 17 April 2012 seeking greater regulation 
of payday loans and urging the UK Government to consider a cap on interest rates for high interest 
and payday lending. 

The Scottish Executive cannot regulate payday loans as payday lenders are regulated under the 
Consumer Credit Act 1974, which is reserved. 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether recipients of feed-in tariff payments for renewable electricity production and heat 
incentives will have their contracts honoured in the event of energy policy being fully devolved. 

 (S4O-00968) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government recognises the important contribution that projects 
supported by the UK Feed-in Tariff and Renewable Heat Incentive schemes will make towards our 
Renewables Routemap to 2020. There is no reason whatsoever that those who have invested under 
the terms of existing mechanisms and arrangements should not continue to receive support following 
changes to the devolved settlement. 

In the meantime, we have opened the door for discussions on many issues through the 
Independence Referendum Consultation. I welcome the Prime Minister’s recent statement that the UK 
Government will always honour those renewable projects in respect of which it has entered a 
commitment. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
recent discussions it has had with (a) the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, (b) Dounreay Site 
Restoration Ltd, (c) the UK Atomic Energy Authority and (d) the UK Government regarding fulfilling 
contractual obligations to reprocess nuclear waste at Dounreay. 

Holding answer issued: 23 April 2012 (S4W-06463) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has had no recent discussions with any external 
organisation regarding contractual obligations for overseas reprocessing contracts at Dounreay as 
these are matters for the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority. However, the Scottish Government did 
consult a range of key stakeholders, including the Highland Council and SEPA, on proposals 
regarding Dounreay radioactive waste substitution and worked closely with the UK Government to 
develop the eventual joint policy statement on this issue. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive who 
attended the meeting to discuss the establishment of a rural parliament that was referred to in its news 
release of 25 March 2012. 

Holding answer issued: 2 May 2012 (S4W-06593) 

Richard Lochhead: A preliminary meeting was held on 6 March in Perth with a range of 
stakeholders which included representatives from the: 

Development Trusts Association Scotland 
Community Energy Scotland 
Community Land Scotland 
Community Woodlands Association 



Scottish Community Alliance 
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations 
Southern Uplands Partnership 
Carnegie UK 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
Scottish Enterprise 
COSLA 
NFUS 
Scottish Youth Parliament 
Rural Policy Centre and 
Scottish Government. 

The meeting provided an opportunity for representatives from a number of stakeholder networks to 
discuss the intention to create a Rural Parliament for Scotland. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive  (a) what 
partnerships have been created and (b) who it will work with to take forward the proposed rural 
parliament. 

 (S4W-06594) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government intends to work with a wide range of key rural 
stakeholders, organisations and individuals in order to take forward the proposed Rural Parliament. 
The Scottish Government has also spoken with representatives of established European Rural 
Parliaments to gain an insight into the structures and processes adopted by them. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
members the proposed rural parliament will have; whether membership will be on a regional basis, 
and how members will be elected. 

 (S4W-06596) 

Richard Lochhead: The structures and processes that will be adopted relating to the creation of the 
rural parliament have yet to be decided. It is envisaged however, that the rural parliament process will 
be one of inclusive participation rather than made up of elected representatives. It is not intended to 
be another layer of government or an elected body. 

These issues will be discussed at a seminar scheduled to take place in Edinburgh on 29 May. The 
seminar will bring together, key rural stakeholders, representatives of regional and local non-
government organisations and individuals as well as MSP’s, representatives of European rural 
parliaments and Scottish Government officials. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
meetings it plans to hold with representatives from rural parliaments elsewhere in Europe to discuss 
its proposed rural parliament and who will attend these. 

 (S4W-06599) 

Richard Lochhead: Representatives from four European Rural Parliaments, (Sweden, The 
Netherlands, Estonia and Slovenia) will attend the meeting scheduled to take place on 29 May in 
Edinburgh. It will give participants an opportunity to learn at first hand the structures and processes 
involved in each parliament. It will also be an opportunity for them to pass on their experiences and 
discuss the issues they faced during the development of their parliaments. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what information it has on when the report from the EC’s Food and Veterinary Office visit to Scotland 
in April 2011 will be available. 

 (S4W-06792) 



Richard Lochhead: The EC Food and Veterinary Office carried out a fact finding missions into 
sheep EID to the UK between 28 March and 7 April 2011. They also carried out similar fact finding 
mission to Eire, Portugal and Spain. A summary of these fact finding missions is expected to be 
published sometime during 2012. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what evidence it is providing to the European Commission from the electronic identification of sheep 
pilot. 

 (S4W-06793) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has commenced several strands of evidence based 
research work. On completion of this work we will write to the Commission and UK Government to 
highlight the key elements of our traceability system and its robustness. This will outline the 
challenges we have overcome through our own efforts and those challenges which will require 
assistance in the form of a re-evaluation of the EID Regulation and the associated cross compliance 
requirements.  

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what assessment it has made of the possible implications for Scotland of the legal challenge by the 
Union of German Sheep Farming Associations (Vereinigung Deutscher Landesschafzuchtverbände) 
to the introduction of legislation on the electronic identification of sheep. 

 (S4W-06794) 

Richard Lochhead: At this time we are maintaining a watching brief on the progress on this 
challenge. The UK Government, as competent authority, has asked to see any submissions from the 
Commission and other member states. However, the Commission has not yet intervened with its view. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will lay before the Parliament a report on greenhouse gas emissions attributable to Scottish 
consumption of goods and services for 2010 and 2011, as required under Section 37 of the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and whether it will report annually in future. 

 (S4W-06803) 

Stewart Stevenson: Given the time lags in the availability of the emissions data that is required to 
estimate consumption-based emissions (greenhouse gas emissions by industry for Scotland as well 
as the countries from which we import) and the compilation of the necessary economic and 
environmental input-output information (domestic and abroad), we anticipate being able to report on 
2010 consumption-based emissions in 2013. There is a significant cost associated with the production 
of an annual report and it is our current intention to report every three to four years to bring the time 
series up to date. 

The Scottish Government will seek to minimise the delay in the reporting period wherever possible 
providing this does not adversely impact the quality and validity of the information. 

On 1 May 2012 we published experimental data on the GHG footprint for 2009. The greenhouse gas 
footprint data is accessible from:  

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Environment/ExpStats. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
will use the information in the report on greenhouse gas emissions attributable to Scottish 
consumption of goods and services required under Section 37 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009 to inform its policy decisions relating to climate change. 

 (S4W-06805) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government routinely considers all relevant information available 
to inform its policy decisions. 

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Environment/ExpStats


 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will provide a policy statement about a strategy for mixed stock fisheries. 

 (S4W-06838) 

Stewart Stevenson: A variety of work is currently being undertaken by Marine Scotland, including a 
National Demonstration Project on Fisheries Management within the River South Esk, to better inform 
the management of mixed stock salmon fisheries. The government is also considering responses to a 
range of legislative proposals based upon recommendations contained in the Mixed Stock Fisheries 
Working Group Report, to inform a proposed Aquaculture and Fisheries Bill. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
consult on the (a) future investment priorities for Scottish Water and (b) principles behind charging for 
(i) water and (ii) waste services.  

 (S4W-06870) 

Alex Neil: I intend to engage on the future investment priorities for Scottish Water and the Principles 
of Charging in the next regulatory period over the summer months. 

Governance and Communities 

David Torrance (Kirkcaldy) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
assistance packages are available for people seeking work in the voluntary sector in Fife. 

 (S4O-00966) 

John Swinney: The third sector is key to Scotland having a successful and fairer future and has a 
major role to play in supporting Scotland’s communities, in tackling unemployment and in helping 
people to develop new skills and experience in a tough jobs market. 

The Scottish Government has already provided £14 million through the Community Jobs Scotland 
programme, delivered through the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations and Social Enterprise 
Scotland, to provide training and support for up to 2000 young people in Scotland, including 161 
individuals in Fife. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
benefits it expects South Scotland to receive as a result of the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-06646) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is committed to maximising the benefits to and creating 
a lasting legacy for the whole of Scotland from Glasgow hosting the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 
These benefits span the four themes of Active, Flourishing, Connected and Sustainable as set out in 
our Scotland-wide games legacy plan: A Games Legacy for Scotland. 

We continue to work with our wide range of partners, including Local Authorities, to ensure 
individuals, groups, communities and businesses across Scotland get every possible benefit from 
these games and other major events coming to Scotland. 

Most recently, the Scottish Government announced a £10 million Legacy Fund to improve 
community facilities for sport and physical activity, and a £5 million youth employment initiative. More 
details of these will emerge later in the year. We have also made over £600,000 available to 
EventScotland which they will use to support local authorities who wish to hold Games for Scotland 
events this year and next. These events will encourage community involvement and participation in 
games-related activity. In addition, we are supporting the Scottish Community Development Centre 
who will work with local authorities to help a number of community organisations shape legacy 
activities in local neighbourhoods and achieve positive outcomes for the people within them. 

To reflect what is going on nationally and locally, we have developed a web portal 
http://www.gameslegacyscotland.org/ which showcases the programmes and range of support 
provided across legacy activities. The portal is the key focal point for information on legacy and how to 
get involved. 

http://www.gameslegacyscotland.org/


 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-02910 by Alex Neil on 4 October 2011, when it will make the 
announcement and how much it will spend on the schemes in (a) 2013-14 and (b) 2014-15. 

 (S4W-06851) 

Alex Neil: In my statement to the Scottish Parliament on fuel poverty on 5 October 2011, I 
announced that funding for Scottish Government fuel poverty and energy efficiency programmes 
would be £65 million in financial years 2012-13 and 2013-14, rising to £66.25 million in 2014-15. 

On 3 April 2012, I announced that the Universal Home Insulation Scheme would receive investment 
of over £16 million for financial year 2012-13. No announcement has yet been made about allocations 
to the Energy Assistance Package and Boiler Scrappage Scheme. 

The Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum is due to publish the interim report of its review of the Scottish 
Government’s fuel poverty strategy shortly. I will set out further information about the Scottish 
Government’s plans for future fuel poverty and energy efficiency programmes in my response to the 
forum’s findings. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many patients 
received transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment outwith Scotland in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-
10, (c) 2010-11 and (d) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-06774) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In 2008-09 one patient received TAVI outwith Scotland, in 2009-10 seven 
patients; in 2010-11 eight patients, and in 2011-12 there were 12 patients. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason 
transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment has not been available in Scotland for selected 
patients  for the last four years as it has in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-06775) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason 
transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment is not routinely provided in Scotland as it is in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-06776) 

Nicola Sturgeon: With any new treatment, there is a need for caution until there is clear evidence, 
preferably from randomised control trials, to show that it is safe and effective. In the case of TAVI, the 
National Planning Forum set up a process to review the evidence, taking on board clinicians’ views, 
the available research and world wide experience. This research, combined with the evidence reviews 
from the Scottish Health Technologies Group, was debated and found to provide insufficient evidence 
to proceed to a TAVI service in NHSScotland, based on safety in numbers, and clinical and cost 
effectiveness. 

Whilst the evidence for TAVI and the case for establishing a TAVI centre in Scotland have been 
under review, TAVI has been available to Scottish patients through consideration by an individual case 
panel. Patients who are considered suitable for TAVI are referred by their local health board to an 
appropriate provider. 

In light of the growing body of evidence regarding the effectiveness of TAVI – most recently the 
updated guidance issued by NICE – it has now been decided that a TAVI service should be 
established in Scotland. Work is underway to progress this as quickly as possible. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many reviews of 
transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment have been carried out since April 2008; when; by 
whom, and what the conclusion was in each case. 



 (S4W-06777) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A review was undertaken by TAVI Short Life Working Group in 2010. Based on 
the recommendations of this subgroup of the National Planning Forum, a decision was taken in 
February 2011 not to establish a TAVI service in Scotland, pending further evidence becoming 
available. The report of the working group is available at:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00392167.pdf 

The TAVI Short Life Working Group was supported by the Scottish Health Technology Group 
(SHTG). The SHTG was subsequently asked to maintain an overview of the evidence base for TAVI 
and to highlight to the National Planning Forum any significant new developments. To date the SHTG 
have published three reports on TAVI.  In line with SHTG policy, the oldest reports have been 
withdrawn. 

Advice Statement 001/10 (August 2010) - now superseded. 

Evidence Note 33 and Advice Statement 001/11 (March 2011) - now superseded 

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-
_evidence_notes/evidence_note_33.aspx. 

Evidence Note 38 and Advice Statement 005/11 (September 2011) 

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-
_evidence_notes/evidence_note_38.aspx.  

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-
_advice_statements/advice_statement_005-11.aspx.  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many patients 
are waiting for transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment and what the (a) maximum and (b) 
average length of wait is, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-06778) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any 
consultants in Scotland have experience of providing transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment. 

 (S4W-06779) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Yes. There are a small number of consultant clinicians who have had experience 
of TAVI. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what financial 
support is provided for patients accessing transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment outwith 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-06780) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS boards have discretion to reimburse reasonable travelling expenses 
incurred by patients who are referred to hospitals outwith their own area, because the treatment is not 
available within their area. Where medically beneficial, this may include reimbursement of an escort’s 
reasonable travel expenses. 

In cases where a patient is being transferred from one hospital to another as part of their treatment, 
the costs are met directly by the local health board. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much has been 
spent providing patients with transcatheter aortic valve implantation treatment outwith Scotland in 
each year since April 2008, broken down by NHS board. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00392167.pdf
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-_evidence_notes/evidence_note_33.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-_evidence_notes/evidence_note_33.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-_evidence_notes/evidence_note_38.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-_evidence_notes/evidence_note_38.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-_advice_statements/advice_statement_005-11.aspx
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/clinical__cost_effectiveness/shtg_-_advice_statements/advice_statement_005-11.aspx


 (S4W-06781) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Cost of TAVI procedures undertaken outwith Scotland by NHS Board, 2008-09 to 
2011-12: 

NHS Board Areas 
2008-09 
(£000) 

2009-10 
(£000) 

2010-11 
(£000) 

2011-12 
(£000) 

Ayrshire and Arran 0 0 0 (*) 

Borders 0 0 0 0 

Dumfries and Galloway 0 0 0 0 

Fife 0 0 0 (*) 

Forth Valley 0 0 0 (*) 

Grampian 0 231 243 203 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 0 32 0 99 

Highland 0 0 0 30 

Lanarkshire 0 0 0 32 

Lothian 0 0 0 0 

Orkney 0 0 0 0 

Shetland 0 0 0 0 

Tayside 0 0 113 0 

Western Isles 0 0 0 0 

Note: (*) Invoice not yet received. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many beds were 
available for use at Yorkhill Hospital in each year from 2007-08 to 2011-12.  

 (S4W-06841) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The number of average available staffed beds at the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children (Yorkhill) for the financial years ending 31 March 2008 to 31 March 2011 are shown in the 
following table. 

Figures for the financial year ending 31 March 2012 will be available in September 2012. 

Average available staffed beds at the Royal Hospital for Sick Children (Yorkhill) for all specialties;
 

financial years ending 31 March 2008 to 31 March 2011: 

Hospital 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Royal Hospital for Sick Children (Yorkhill)  250 257 246 245 

Source: ISD Scotland, ISD(S)1. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people with type 1 diabetes have completed the Dose Adjustment For Normal Eating (DAFNE) 
course in each NHS board area since the course was introduced. 

 (S4W-06846) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not centrally held. 

Information on the numbers and type of different structured education courses will be reported for 
the first time in the annual Scottish Diabetes Survey next year. 

There are a number of structured education courses, such as DAFNE, available for people with type 
1 diabetes throughout Scotland, and increasing access to these is one of the priorities of our Diabetes 
Action Plan which was published in 2010. 

To further this aim the Scottish Diabetes Group provided direct funding of £154,450 in 2011-12 to 
NHS boards toward supporting provision of structured education courses for people with both type 1 
and type 2 diabetes. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people with type 2 diabetes have completed the Diabetes Education and Self-management for 



Ongoing and Newly Diagnosed (DESMOND) course in each NHS board area since the course was 
introduced. 

 (S4W-06847) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not centrally held. 

Information on the numbers and type of different structured education courses will be reported for 
the first time in the annual Scottish Diabetes Survey next year. 

There are a number of structured education courses, such as DESMOND, available for people with 
type 2 diabetes throughout Scotland and increasing access to these is one of the priorities of our 
Diabetes Action Plan which was published in 2010. 

To further this aim the Scottish Diabetes Group provided direct funding of £154,450 in 2011-12 to 
NHS boards toward supporting provision of structured education courses for people with both type 1 
and type 2 diabetes. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
attendances there have been at each accident and emergency department in NHS Grampian in each 
year since 2007. 

 (S4W-06848) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The number of attendances (new and unplanned returns) from July 2007 to 
December 2011 for each accident and emergency (A&E) department in NHS Grampian are provided 
in the following table. The number of monthly attendances at each accident and emergency 
department across Scotland are published quarterly and can be viewed here:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Emergency-Care/Emergency-Department-Activity/. 

Prior to 1 July 2007 information for A&E attendances was collected centrally from the ISD monthly 
aggregate return ISD(S)1 but is only published at NHS board level at:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/. 

A new data collection system was introduced from 1 July 2007 which provides information on 
attendances on all A&E departments. A&E departments are classified as emergency departments or 
minor injury units/other. Emergency departments are sites that provide a 24 hour Emergency Medicine 
consultant-led service. Minor Injury Units/Other are sites including minor injuries units, small hospitals 
and health centres in rural areas that carry out emergency department related activity and are GP or 
Nurse led. They may or may not be open 24 hours. The information provided in the table covers the 
periods: 1 July 2007 to 31 December 2007 and the full calendar years for 2008 to 2011. 

Total Number of Attendances at Accident and Emergency Departments in NHS Grampian for years 
2007

1
 to 2011 

Accident and Emergency Department 2007
1
 2008 2009 2010 2011 

NHS Grampian 69,969 140,253 143,259 138,050 142,085 

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary 31,275 61,952 62,893 62,178 63,522 

Dr Gray’s Hospital 11,110 22,541 22,088 22,002 23,905 

Royal Aberdeen Children’s Hospital 8,003 16,724 17,345 16,942 17,952 

Aboyne Hospital 424 939 1,035 1,034 1,014 

Chalmers Hospital 1,958 3,840 4,013 3,705 3,793 

Fleming Cottage Hospital 186 369 388 399 333 

Fraserburgh Hospital 5,070 9,336 9,857 8,278 8,098 

Insch & District War Memorial Hospital 388 858 834 705 610 

Inverurie Hospital 238 411 470 420 354 

Jubilee Hospital 1,448 2,794 2,914 2,981 3,121 

Kincardine Community Hospital 780 1,387 1,431 1,288 1,198 

Leanchoil Hospital 335 839 951 827 426 

Peterhead Community Hospital 6,385 13,503 13,727 12,596 13,114 

Seafield Hospital 508 955 973 992 1,019 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Emergency-Care/Emergency-Department-Activity/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/


Accident and Emergency Department 2007
1
 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Stephen Cottage Hospital 193 359 496 491 470 

Turner Memorial Hospital 634 1,296 1,445 974 980 

Turriff Cottage Hospital 1,034 2,150 2,399 2,238 2,176 

Source: A&E data mart, ISD Scotland. 
Note: 1. Data are from 1 July 2007. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
funding was given to health centres in Grampian in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11 and (d) 
2011-12. 

 (S4W-06850) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No specific funding is made available for health centres in NHS Scotland. NHS 
boards receive an allocation to meet the healthcare needs of their resident population. It is for boards 
to decide how best to utilise this funding to meet national and local priorities. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has met 
representatives of NHS Lothian to discuss reported unscheduled power cuts on 29 March 2012. 

 (S4W-06862) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No detailed meetings have taken place but discussions have taken place with 
officials on this issue. A detailed investigation into this incident is underway and we are waiting on the 
report. NHS Lothian has given categorical assurance that patient safety is the number one priority and 
that robust contingency plans are in place to address any potential problems. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will seek an 
update from NHS Lothian on the performance of Consort in relation to the delivery of facilities 
management services at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-06863) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Balfour Beattie Workplace (BBW) have instructed their Managing Director of 
Operations to personally undertake an investigation into the incident. This investigation is underway 
and the board is awaiting the full report. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what contingency plans 
are in place to protect patients in NHS facilities affected by power cuts. 

 (S4W-06864) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS boards are required to have contingency plans in place as per the current 
guidance, Scottish Health Technical Memorandum (SHTM) 06-01, which states that resilience should 
be provided according to clinical risk assessments comprising: 

(a) - Secondary sources of supply, for example: 

Standby generators 

Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plant.  

(b) - Tertiary sources of supply, such as: 

Uninterruptible power supplies (UPS) 

Battery backup. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what requirement it 
places on NHS boards to have emergency power systems at clinical sites. 

 (S4W-06865) 



Nicola Sturgeon: Where a clinical risk assessment dictates, the following requirements to have 
emergency power systems at clinical sites are placed on NHS boards: 

For clinical areas in general there should be 100% load provision from standby generators. 

Supporting engineering services connected to standby generator supplies should have power restored 
within 15 seconds. 

Lighting and life-support equipment should be connected to uninterruptible power supplies or battery 
packs to restore power within 0.5 seconds of any interruptions. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what safeguards are in 
place to ensure that NHS emergency power systems are operational at all times. 

 (S4W-06866) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In accordance with current guidance, NHS boards are required to have the 
following safeguards in place to ensure that NHS emergency power systems are operational at all 
times:  

All fixed theatre operating lamps, including the main unit and any satellite units, should be connected 
to a battery inverter unit providing three-hour autonomy. 

All standby generator plant should be tested on line with the building load every month. The duration 
of the test should be at least one hour. 

Full services tests should demonstrate that batteries can hold their charge state while the 
uninterruptible power supply (UPS) is on bypass. Batteries and UPS should be tested on line with 
mains disconnected. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance it 
provides to NHS boards regarding the maintenance of emergency power systems. 

 (S4W-06867) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Guidance provided to NHS boards regarding the maintenance of emergency 
power systems is set out in the Scottish Health Technical Memorandum (SHTM) 06-01 – Electrical 
services supply and distribution which is published in two parts: 

Part A: Design considerations 

Part B: Operational management. 

Section 6 within Part B is devoted to testing and maintenance procedures required for emergency 
power systems. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what requirements it 
places on NHS boards when they contract out facilities management responsibilities to third party 
providers. 

 (S4W-06868) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The responsibility for contracting out facilities management responsibilities to third 
party providers is an issue for NHS boards to manage. The Scottish Government has no contractual 
powers to intervene. In developing specifications NHS boards are required to ensure compliance with 
extant technical guidance. 

NHS boards are expected to monitor contract performance, applying the performance management 
arrangements contained in the contract and, where appropriate, applying financial penalties for poor 
performance. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether third parties 
responsible for the management of NHS facilities have the same obligations regarding patient safety 
as the NHS. 



 (S4W-06869) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The management of NHS facilities is devolved to NHS boards. Under the terms 
and conditions of the Standard Form Contract which NHS boards will have in place with contractors, 
third party contractors are under the same obligations regarding patient safety as the NHS. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
develop statutory guidance on minimum acoustic standards for school buildings similar to that for the 
rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-06668) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government has no such plans. The School Premises (General 
Requirements and Standards) (Scotland) Regulations 1967 give statutory requirements for school 
environmental conditions. This includes requirements for school environmental conditions. In addition, 
the Scottish Government’s current guidance School Design: Optimising the Internal Environment, 
Building Our Future, Scotland’s School Estate is intended to assist local authorities in the development 
of design brief documents for a range of environmental conditions in schools, including acoustics. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether acoustic testing is 
carried out on all new school buildings before they open. 

 (S4W-06669) 

Michael Russell: Responsibility for the design, construction and maintenance of schools rests with 
local authorities. It would be for them to consider whether acoustic testing is carried out on all new 
school buildings. However, our guidance School Design: Optimising the Internal Environment, building 
Our Future, Scotland’s School Estate recognises that acoustic testing is beneficial to most schemes 
and local authorities are encouraged to specify such testing as part of the design requirement. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what requirements 
regarding acoustic standards does the Scottish Futures Trust set for applications to build new schools. 

 (S4W-06670) 

Michael Russell: The design, construction and maintenance of the school estate in Scotland are 
the statutory responsibility of the local authorities. The Scottish Futures Trust does not, therefore, 
receive applications to build new schools and as a consequence does not set requirements for 
acoustic standards in schools. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether Building Bulletin 
93 is taken into account when considering the design of schools. 

 (S4W-06671) 

Michael Russell: Responsibility for the design, construction and maintenance of schools rests with 
local authorities. It would be for them to consider whether Building Bulletin 93 is taken into account 
when considering the design of schools. We do, however, make extensive reference to the advice with 
regard to acoustics in schools provided in Building Bulletin 93 in the section on acoustic design 
included in our guidance, School Design: Optimising the Internal Environment, Building our Future: 
Scotland’s School Estate. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has on 
whether (a) local authorities and (b) the Scottish Futures Trust consult educational audiologists when 
considering the design of schools.  

 (S4W-06672) 

Michael Russell: Responsibility for the design, construction and maintenance of schools rests with 
local authorities. It would be for them to consider whether to consult educational audiologists should 



they wish to do so. Neither the Scottish Government nor the Scottish Futures Trust therefore collect 
such information. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which schools meet the 
minimum standards recommended by Building Bulletin 93.  

 (S4W-06674) 

Michael Russell: Responsibility for the design, construction and maintenance of schools rests with 
local authorities. The Scottish Government does not therefore collect such information. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what requirements the 
Scottish Futures Trust places on applications for new school build contracts. 

 (S4W-06784) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Future’s Trust (SFT) does not receive applications for new school 
build contracts. Responsibility for developing and maintaining Scotland’s School Estate rests with local 
authorities. 

However, the SFT work in partnership with local authorities in delivering the Scotland’s Schools for 
the Future programme to ensure the programme goals of providing good quality, well designed, 
sustainable schools at a competitive price are met. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what progress has been made in developing proposals to ensuring that students from the rest of the 
UK from low-income backgrounds are not deterred from studying in Scotland. 

 (S4W-06826) 

Michael Russell: Following the increase in RUK fees last year, Scottish universities announced a 
package of bursaries and scholarships to provide to RUK-domiciled students to ensure that our 
institutions remain accessible to learners from diverse backgrounds. The latest UCAS applications 
statistics show that relatively more students from England are applying to study in Scotland than are 
applying to study in England this year, however it is too early to break this down further to determine 
what the particular outcome is with respect to those from low-income backgrounds. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what discussions it has had with (a) universities, (b) the National Union of Students and (c) other 
stakeholders on developing a consistent approach to advising people from the rest of the UK who are 
considering studying in Scotland about the fees structure and what support is available to them. 

 (S4W-06827) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government engages with universities, student representatives and 
other higher education stakeholders on a regular basis to discuss a range of issues, including 
widening access and the support available to students. 

Students from the rest of the UK who come to study in Scotland are supported in the first instance 
by the administration in their home country rather than the Scottish Government. However, every 
university can offer local support in the form of bursaries and the Scottish Government has welcomed 
the package of bursaries and scholarships that Scottish universities have agreed to provide to RUK 
domiciled students to ensure they remain accessible to learners from diverse backgrounds. 

In addition to this, RUK students can apply for discretionary funds from the institution at which they 
are studying. These funds are intended to provide non-repayable assistance for students in financial 
difficulties in order for them to access and/or continue in higher education and are paid in addition to 
any other forms of student support. 

 



Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many higher education courses have been available at each college in each of the last three 
years. 

 (S4W-06842) 

Michael Russell: The information requested is provided in the following table. 

Table 1: Number of HE Courses at each College, 2008-09 to 2010-11 

College 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Aberdeen College 250 275 250 

Adam Smith College 180 170 145 

Angus College 70 75 75 

Anniesland College 90 80 85 

Ayr College 85 45 45 

Banff and Buchan College of Further Education 145 115 105 

Barony College 5 5 10 

Borders College 35 30 35 

Cardonald College 55 65 90 

Carnegie College 200 205 195 

Central College Glasgow 85 100 100 

Clydebank College 40 45 65 

Coatbridge College 25 20 30 

Cumbernauld College 40 40 40 

Dumfries and Galloway College 75 75 60 

Dundee College 110 130 120 

Edinburgh’s Telford College 110 95 105 

Elmwood College 35 35 40 

Forth Valley College 185 165 165 

Glasgow College of Nautical Studies 110 95 100 

Glasgow Metropolitan 90 85 90 

James Watt College of Further & Higher 
Education 95 100 110 

Jewel and Esk College 90 90 90 

John Wheatley College 15 15 20 

Kilmarnock College 115 115 95 

Langside College 105 90 85 

Motherwell College 135 145 145 

Newbattle Abbey College 0 0 0 

North Glasgow College 50 65 65 

Oatridge College 15 20 15 

Reid Kerr College 130 140 130 

South Lanarkshire College 30 30 35 

Stevenson College Edinburgh 105 105 125 

Stow College 140 130 160 

West Lothian College 70 80 70 

Total 3,135 3,070 3,095 

Source: Scottish Funding Council. 
Note: This includes each individual course title. Courses may have been run more than once in the 
academic year and so have a slightly different name and are included once for each of those names. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what percentage of undergraduates domiciled in Scotland and on their first (a) full- and (b) part-time 
higher education course at college has been from deprived areas in each of the last three years, 
broken down by institution. 

 (S4W-06843) 

Michael Russell: The information requested is provided in the following tables. 



Table 1(a): Percentage of Scottish domiciled first year full-time HE students from deprived areas, 
2008-09 to 2010-11: 

College 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Total 
Deprived 

% 
Total 

Deprived
% 

Total 
Deprived

% 

Aberdeen College 1,550 8.74% 1,515 11.22% 1,625 8.33% 

Adam Smith College 1,105 21.72% 1,215 23.33% 1,270 23.02% 

Angus College 235 10.64% 305 18.33% 300 13.33% 

Anniesland College 380 36.00% 410 34.15% 490 36.73% 

Ayr College 535 25.23% 600 30.25% 550 31.82% 

Banff and Buchan College of 
Further Education 

150 10.00% 210 7.89% 195 10.81% 

Barony College 50 10.00% 70 7.14% 75 7.14% 

Borders College 100 10.00% 90 10.53% 125 8.00% 

Cardonald College 605 35.83% 700 32.35% 790 33.55% 

Carnegie College 260 18.37% 355 17.39% 425 20.99% 

Central College Glasgow 870 31.61% 990 29.80% 1,000 34.50% 

Clydebank College 465 42.39% 590 40.68% 570 43.36% 

Coatbridge College 300 43.33% 330 48.44% 370 43.24% 

Cumbernauld College 300 16.67% 290 18.97% 315 14.52% 

Dumfries and Galloway College 230 10.87% 205 16.67% 280 16.07% 

Dundee College 980 29.23% 1,040 29.95% 1,115 31.08% 

Edinburgh’s Telford College 835 11.95% 980 12.82% 1,045 13.88% 

Elmwood College 220 6.82% 250 8.16% 270 10.20% 

Forth Valley College 710 15.00% 760 16.45% 825 15.76% 

Glasgow College of Nautical 
Studies 

625 26.61% 560 30.36% 715 25.35% 

Glasgow Metropolitan 1,355 22.47% 1,395 24.36% 1,435 24.13% 

James Watt College of Further 
& Higher Education 

1,270 35.04% 1,410 35.23% 1,440 35.31% 

Jewel and Esk College 535 13.08% 625 11.20% 665 12.12% 

John Wheatley College 70 66.67% 75 53.33% 95 68.42% 

Kilmarnock College 480 32.63% 590 37.29% 575 33.04% 

Langside College 665 25.56% 735 27.89% 790 30.57% 

Motherwell College 680 31.97% 800 33.33% 840 32.10% 

North Glasgow College 380 32.43% 410 37.80% 520 38.46% 

Oatridge College 95 5.56% 130 11.54% 135 11.11% 

Reid Kerr College 810 38.27% 895 32.40% 895 38.51% 

South Lanarkshire College 290 13.79% 460 16.48% 560 13.39% 

Stevenson College Edinburgh 715 14.89% 850 14.20% 970 13.02% 

Stow College 750 34.23% 820 32.21% 980 33.68% 

West Lothian College 345 21.74% 400 21.52% 500 22.00% 

Total 18,945 24.53% 21,060 25.29% 22,750 25.44% 

Source: Scottish Funding Council. 
Note: The table includes enrolments for students in their first year of study on an HE course, as it is 
not possible to identify which students are on an HE course for the first time. 

Table 1(b): Percentage of Scottish domiciled first year part-time HE students from deprived areas, 
2008-09 to 2010-11: 

College 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Total 
Deprived 

% 
Total 

Deprived 
% 

Total 
Deprived 

% 

Aberdeen College 1,275 6.47% 1,290 9.30% 1,295 10.04% 

Adam Smith College 2,200 14.81% 2,020 16.58% 1,335 16.10% 

Angus College 420 10.84% 455 7.69% 460 9.78% 

Anniesland College 340 28.36% 275 30.91% 315 31.75% 

Ayr College 380 22.58% 290 18.97% 300 28.33% 

Banff and Buchan College of Further 
Education 

665 3.76% 470 4.30% 470 3.26% 



College 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Total 
Deprived 

% 
Total 

Deprived 
% 

Total 
Deprived 

% 

Barony College 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 5 0.00% 

Borders College 135 3.57% 140 10.71% 160 6.25% 

Cardonald College 530 34.29% 665 27.59% 760 32.65% 

Carnegie College 750 13.45% 720 13.73% 625 10.48% 

Central College Glasgow 1,195 25.74% 1,070 28.04% 1,005 29.50% 

Clydebank College 305 27.87% 295 29.31% 365 30.14% 

Coatbridge College 50 20.00% 45 33.33% 55 45.45% 

Cumbernauld College 220 15.91% 205 9.76% 180 11.11% 

Dumfries and Galloway College 245 14.29% 325 13.85% 230 15.22% 

Dundee College 950 16.58% 1,065 19.34% 840 16.27% 

Edinburgh’s Telford College 645 13.39% 580 15.65% 680 14.07% 

Elmwood College 105 9.52% 65 15.38% 85 13.33% 

Forth Valley College 775 10.53% 565 9.73% 650 10.00% 

Glasgow College of Nautical Studies 735 23.45% 665 23.31% 645 19.17% 

Glasgow Metropolitan 445 26.44% 425 22.62% 515 25.49% 

James Watt College of Further and 
Higher Education 

470 26.88% 545 24.77% 355 30.00% 

Jewel and Esk College 300 7.84% 260 13.46% 325 12.31% 

John Wheatley College 50 72.73% 55 72.73% 70 57.14% 

Kilmarnock College 435 25.58% 465 24.73% 295 25.86% 

Langside College 680 29.63% 430 24.71% 500 26.00% 

Motherwell College 585 25.00% 590 29.66% 470 28.42% 

North Glasgow College 60 45.45% 160 37.50% 110 36.36% 

Oatridge College 40 0.00% 60 9.09% 50 20.00% 

Reid Kerr College 520 29.81% 445 23.60% 525 25.96% 

South Lanarkshire College 475 21.05% 435 24.14% 405 25.64% 

Stevenson College Edinburgh 675 12.40% 505 16.00% 685 11.67% 

Stow College 405 30.00% 315 36.67% 255 44.68% 

West Lothian College 445 17.44% 335 21.67% 425 16.67% 

Total 17,505 18.79% 16,230 19.63% 15,445 19.56% 

Source: Scottish Funding Council 
Note: The table includes enrolments for students in their first year of study on an HE course, as it is 
not possible to identify which students are on an HE course for the first time. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what percentage of undergraduates domiciled in Scotland and on (a) full and (b) part-time higher 
education course at college has been from deprived areas in each of the last three years, broken 
down by institution. 

 (S4W-06844) 

Michael Russell: The information requested is provided in the following tables. 

Table 1(a): Percentage of Scottish domiciled full-time HE students from deprived areas, 2008-09 to 
2010-11: 

College 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Total 
Deprived 

% 
Total 

Deprived 
% 

Total 
Deprived 

% 

Aberdeen College 2,165 8.33% 2,170 10.39% 2,340 8.97% 

Adam Smith College 1,480 21.96% 1,625 22.29% 1,695 22.85% 

Angus College 310 11.29% 395 16.46% 420 14.29% 

Anniesland College 455 35.56% 510 33.66% 585 35.59% 

Ayr College 630 24.60% 665 31.06% 770 33.12% 

Banff and Buchan College of 
Further Education 

175 8.57% 265 8.16% 260 8.33% 

Barony College 50 10.00% 70 7.14% 75 7.14% 



College 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Total 
Deprived 

% 
Total 

Deprived 
% 

Total 
Deprived 

% 

Borders College 110 9.09% 95 10.00% 130 7.69% 

Cardonald College 890 33.71% 1,010 33.67% 1,150 33.04% 

Carnegie College 325 17.74% 440 17.44% 500 19.15% 

Central College Glasgow 1,400 30.82% 1,535 31.05% 1,625 32.41% 

Clydebank College 640 41.27% 830 41.57% 940 43.62% 

Coatbridge College 390 42.86% 410 47.50% 485 43.30% 

Cumbernauld College 300 16.67% 350 18.57% 410 16.05% 

Dumfries and Galloway College 290 12.07% 280 14.29% 325 15.15% 

Dundee College 1,310 29.12% 1,425 29.93% 1,490 31.42% 

Edinburgh’s Telford College 1,190 11.30% 1,430 12.32% 1,490 13.42% 

Elmwood College 220 6.82% 250 8.00% 270 10.20% 

Forth Valley College 1,010 14.50% 1,115 15.70% 1,235 17.00% 

Glasgow College of Nautical 
Studies 

990 24.37% 975 31.79% 1,025 25.76% 

Glasgow Metropolitan 2,075 23.66% 2,165 23.83% 2,205 25.00% 

James Watt College of Further 
and Higher Education 

1,620 35.71% 1,805 33.70% 1,800 34.64% 

Jewel and Esk College 705 12.77% 775 12.26% 830 12.73% 

John Wheatley College 70 66.67% 75 53.33% 95 68.42% 

Kilmarnock College 510 31.68% 590 37.29% 575 33.04% 

Langside College 665 25.56% 735 27.89% 790 30.57% 

Motherwell College 855 31.85% 1,030 32.00% 1,120 31.19% 

North Glasgow College 510 35.00% 515 35.92% 705 36.43% 

Oatridge College 140 7.14% 165 9.38% 170 8.82% 

Reid Kerr College 1,025 36.59% 1,165 32.62% 1,220 36.44% 

South Lanarkshire College 290 13.79% 495 16.16% 560 13.39% 

Stevenson College Edinburgh 815 13.66% 955 14.14% 1,090 12.44% 

Stow College 1,025 32.84% 1,165 31.80% 1,355 33.96% 

West Lothian College 345 21.74% 400 21.52% 500 22.00% 

Total 24,980 24.20% 27,880 25.00% 30,235 25.43% 

Source: Scottish Funding Council. 

Table 1(b): Percentage of Scottish domiciled part-time HE students from deprived areas, 2008-09 to 
2010-11: 

College 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Total 
Deprived 

% 
Total 

Deprived 
% 

Total 
Deprived 

% 

Aberdeen College 1,435 6.06% 1,450 8.62% 1,505 9.30% 

Adam Smith College 2,515 14.94% 2,330 16.05% 1,595 15.99% 

Angus College 450 10.11% 460 7.61% 465 9.68% 

Anniesland College 445 29.55% 430 29.07% 445 31.46% 

Ayr College 475 23.46% 375 18.92% 395 25.32% 

Banff and Buchan College of Further 
Education 

765 4.58% 575 3.54% 570 2.70% 

Barony College 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 5 0.00% 

Borders College 210 2.38% 210 7.14% 225 6.82% 

Cardonald College 620 32.77% 735 27.20% 810 31.43% 

Carnegie College 910 13.19% 920 12.88% 835 11.03% 

Central College Glasgow 1,300 26.92% 1,135 27.88% 1,090 29.82% 

Clydebank College 385 27.27% 380 28.38% 460 29.67% 

Coatbridge College 65 23.08% 70 28.57% 100 42.11% 

Cumbernauld College 240 16.67% 225 11.11% 195 12.82% 

Dumfries and Galloway College 345 13.04% 450 12.22% 295 13.79% 

Dundee College 1,210 16.32% 1,305 18.15% 1,015 16.00% 

Edinburgh’s Telford College 860 11.64% 690 13.87% 785 14.10% 



College 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Total 
Deprived 

% 
Total 

Deprived 
% 

Total 
Deprived 

% 

Elmwood College 110 9.09% 75 13.33% 95 11.11% 

Forth Valley College 1,080 10.33% 825 10.30% 880 9.71% 

Glasgow College of Nautical Studies 840 23.35% 865 23.12% 855 20.25% 

Glasgow Metropolitan 585 25.22% 520 24.04% 600 25.00% 

James Watt College of Further and 
Higher Education 

530 26.67% 605 25.62% 445 29.89% 

Jewel and Esk College 475 8.14% 430 11.76% 475 12.63% 

John Wheatley College 50 72.73% 55 72.73% 70 57.14% 

Kilmarnock College 555 25.45% 545 25.00% 355 25.35% 

Langside College 1,040 28.02% 1,050 27.75% 1,035 27.18% 

Motherwell College 730 25.52% 785 27.39% 680 27.21% 

North Glasgow College 105 35.00% 170 38.24% 160 37.50% 

Oatridge College 40 0.00% 60 9.09% 50 20.00% 

Reid Kerr College 645 28.68% 595 24.37% 640 25.98% 

South Lanarkshire College 475 21.05% 445 23.86% 425 25.61% 

Stevenson College Edinburgh 705 12.60% 565 15.04% 755 11.94% 

Stow College 650 27.69% 550 30.56% 475 35.87% 

West Lothian College 465 17.78% 350 20.97% 435 17.24% 

Total 21,310 18.67% 20,230 19.33% 19,220 19.63% 

Source: Scottish Funding Council. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it carried out the review of the suitability of the counting rules for crime recording that was 
recommended by the 2008 HM Inspectorate of Constabulary report, Scottish Crime Recording 
Standard, and, if so, what the outcome was. 

 (S4W-06854) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has discharged this recommendation and initially 
hosted a meeting in May 2008 with all Force Crime Registrars when it was agreed that a new 
Counting Rules Sub Group be formed. This forum is chaired by a Crime Registrar with the attendance 
of Scottish Government and invited representatives from relevant areas of crime i.e. Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS), and Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS) 
Working Groups etc. These meetings are held quarterly unless otherwise requested and prior to the 
Scottish Crime Recording Group meeting chaired by the ACPOS lead for the Scottish Crime 
Recording Standard. 

As a result of this review, an 800 page Scottish Crime Recording Standard Manual was developed in 
consultation with the Scottish Government Justice Analytical Services Division and introduced in 2008, 
detailing agreed national counting rules and conventions. This manual is now reviewed by the above 
sub group on a yearly basis. 

Annual force audits continue to be carried out in each force with the introduction in 2011 of cross 
scrutiny force audits. In essence, this means that each force is audited annually by another and vice 
versa. 

In addition, HMICS has conducted follow-up audit activity in 2010 and 2011 (to be published shortly) 
giving a high degree of confidence that the original recommendation has been discharged. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether police forces have introduced a standardised identification of crimes that do not require 
further or full investigation, as was recommended by the 2008 HM Inspectorate of Constabulary 
report, Scottish Crime Recording Standard, and, if so, what types of crime were identified. 

 (S4W-06855) 

Kenny MacAskill: This recommendation is not about the recording of crime per se, or a debate 
about crime types, but rather about the proportionality of further investigation in circumstances where 



there are few or no realistic investigative options. In that regard, a national Crime Resolution Policy 
was produced in Sept 2008 by Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland Crime Business Area 
and circulated to all forces. 

Over the past few years, a number of forces have been working towards “responding to demand” 
and No Further Enquiry/Crime Screening Policies have been introduced which relate to minor crimes 
with no aggravating factors. In short, there is a single national policy and whilst some variations in 
approach are still encountered, work is still ongoing to achieve full standardisation in the move 
towards a single police service. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance has been given to police forces regarding the recommendations of the 2008 HM 
Inspectorate of Constabulary report, Scottish Crime Recording Standard. 

 (S4W-06856) 

Kenny MacAskill: There were five recommendations made in the 2008 report by HM Inspectorate 
of Constabulary for Scotland and it is satisfied through follow-up audits in 2010 and 2012 that these 
have largely been discharged. 

As a result of the 2008 review, an 800 page Scottish Crime Recording Standard Manual was 
developed and introduced in 2008, detailing agreed national counting rules and conventions. In 
addition, a training DVD was produced by Lothian and Borders Police with the assistance of all Force 
Crime Registrars and is now part of the training within Forces and the Scottish Police College, where it 
is recognised as part of the probationer crime training. 

A Crime Recording Standard Training Sub Group was also introduced to ensure that guidance 
documents remain current and this group is now looking towards the development a national training 
programme for the single Scottish police service. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many of the incidents that have been (a) reported to or (b) recorded by each police force in each year 
since 2007 have been (i) classified as crimes, (ii) classified as offences and (iii) recorded but not 
classified as a crime or an offence. 

 (S4W-06857) 

Kenny MacAskill: The number of incidents that have been reported to each police force in Scotland 
is contained in the Scottish Policing Performance Framework (SPPF) Annual Report 2010-11. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF. 

Table 5.1.4 of the SPPF Annual Report 2010-11 gives the number of incidents reported to the police 
in Scotland, from 2007-08 to 2010-11. 

The Scottish Policing Performance Framework Annual Report does not contain information on which 
incidents have been classified as a crime or an offence, or whether an incident was recorded but not 
classified as a crime or an offence. 

The number of crimes and offences that have been recorded by each police force in Scotland are 
contained within the Recorded Crime in Scotland, 2010-11 Statistical Bulletin. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubRecordedCrime. 

Tables 1 and 2 of the Recorded Crime in Scotland, 2010-11 Statistical Bulletin give the number of 
crimes and, the number of offences, recorded by the police in Scotland, from 2001-02 to 2010-11. 

The recorded crime data collected centrally contains information on the number of crimes and 
offences recorded by the police in Scotland. It does not contain information on the number of incidents 
reported to the police. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance is issued to police (a) staff and (b) officers regarding how a reported theft of a mobile phone 
should be recorded. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubRecordedCrime


 (S4W-06858) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS) issues general 
guidance to police forces on the Scottish Crime Recording Standard (SCRS). The SCRS is the 
method by which police officers and staff record all thefts, including mobile phones. Additionally, the 
National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) issues guidance to forces on complying with the 
requirements of the National Mobile Phone Register (NMPR) when recording the theft of mobile 
phones. 

Chief constables are responsible for issuing specific guidelines to their officers and staff and 
ensuring that these are applied. 

Transport Scotland 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when (a) work 
will begin on the third inspection of the Forth Road Bridge main cables to assess the strength of the 
cables and the effectiveness of the dehumidification system and (b) the related report will be 
published. 

 (S4W-06766) 

Keith Brown: Work on the third internal inspection of the main cables has already begun. 
Preparatory work began in November 2011 and work on site began on schedule in March 2012. Initial 
findings are expected to be published in early 2013. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
predicted closure schedule is for the Forth Road Bridge during work to replace and augment the main 
cables. 

 (S4W-06767) 

Keith Brown: The need for any remedial works will be assessed as appropriate in light of the results 
of the dehumidification of the main cables. Any requirement for future closures of the Forth Road 
Bridge after the Forth Replacement Crossing is complete will be considered at that time. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
estimated costs will arise from closure of the Forth Road Bridge during future cable replacement or 
augmentation; what methodology was used to calculate this figure, and what body (a) developed the 
methodology and (b) calculated the costs. 

 (S4W-06768) 

Keith Brown: Specific consultants were engaged by Forth Estuary Transport Authority as part of the 
2007 feasibility study to estimate the likely costs and economic impacts of cable replacement. These 
specialists determined the methodologies used and carried out the calculations. 

In order to assess the likely economic impact of such a project, transport planners carried out traffic 
modelling and analysed this in conjunction with data provided by Transport Scotland and the 
Department for Transport. This indicated that the cost of a weekday carriageway closure in terms of 
travel delays was in the order of £650,000 per day. Based on these figures, the total estimated “travel 
time disbenefit” costs were £335 million. 

Economic development consultants were engaged to assess the wider effects of bridge restrictions 
on business and employment. To achieve this, they carried out a survey of the business and 
employment community in Fife, Edinburgh, the Lothians and the Forth Valley. They concluded that 
major maintenance works on the Forth Road Bridge over a sustained period, involving lane and 
carriageway closures, would potentially result in economic output falling by around £1 billion, a drop in 
turnover in excess of £1.3 billion and a loss of around 3,200 jobs, some of which may turn out to be 
permanent. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it considers that the proposed Network Rail design for Haymarket railway station as part of 



the Edinburgh-Glasgow Improvement Project will provide adequate access for (a) pedestrians coming 
from Dalry Road, (b) people with impaired mobility and (c) cyclists. 

 (S4W-06772) 

Keith Brown: As part of the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme (EGIP), The Scottish 
Government is investing £25 million at Haymarket Station to accommodate the anticipated growth in 
patronage and deliver further significant benefits, transforming passenger access and facilities at 
Haymarket Station.  

As is the case with the existing station pedestrians accessing the station from Dalry Road will enter 
the station from Haymarket Terrace. All passengers, particularly those with impaired mobility will 
benefit from significantly improved access arrangements and more entrance points with lift and step 
free access to all platforms. 

Cyclists accessing or alighting from the new station facility will also benefit from improved access 
arrangements and Network Rail are working to improve cycle storage provisions through innovative 
design. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has 
on whether reductions in Scottish Government funding were a factor in First Scotland East’s decision 
to reduce bus services in Midlothian and East Lothian. 

 (S4W-06791) 

Keith Brown: When announcing bus service reductions in Midlothian and East Lothian Paul 
Thomas, First Scotland East Managing Director, said “We have for some time been running a number 
of services in the East and Midlothian regions at a loss. Over a number of years we have tried many 
marketing and pricing initiatives to change this, but the extra financial pressures put upon us by the 
current economic climate, high fuel prices and cuts in external funding mean that we simply have no 
option other than to discontinue the bulk of our operation in East Lothian and Midlothian.” 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-06593 
S4W-06643 
S4W-06644 


