
Tuesday 1 May 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Executive what incentives are in 
place to encourage the implementation of run-of-river hydroelectric schemes in West Fife and the rest 
of the country. 

Holding answer issued: 23 April 2012 (S4W-06446) 

Fergus Ewing: The Renewables Obligation (Scotland) is Scotland’s main incentive for renewable 
electricity generation. It includes support for hydropower installations. 

The Scottish Government has also ensured that Scotland can benefit from the UK wide Feed-in 
Tariff for renewable energy schemes of less than 5 MW, including micro-hydro. The Feed-in Tariff 
came into force on 1 April 2010. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
advice it is providing to motorists in Scotland in relation to (a) the potential fuel strike and (b) the 
storage of fuel at home. 

Holding answer issued: 27 April 2012 (S4W-06552) 

Fergus Ewing: As at 27 April, industry advice is that fuel is being delivered as normal. Drivers 
should carry on normal fuel purchasing arrangements. There is no need to store additional fuel 
supplies at home. The storage of fuel is hazardous and covered by Health and Safety Executive 
guidance. http://www.hse.gov.uk/fireandexplosion/petroleum-faqs.htm#storage. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
the Health and Environmental Sustainability Framework will be published and whether it be a (a) 
consultation or (b) final document. 

 (S4W-06734) 

Richard Lochhead: An initial draft health and environment sustainability framework - Towards 
Healthier and More Environmentally Sustainable Food and Drink in Scotland - was published in 
December 2011. The framework was developed to explore ways to join up decision making on health 
and environmental sustainability in food and drink. This concept is at an early stage and consequently, 
the framework was published as a draft to seek views on the approach taken. Comments received on 
the draft were due by 30 April. The views received on the draft framework will be used to inform the 
way forward for the document’s development. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
evidence base is to be referenced in the Health and Environmental Sustainability Framework to meet 
the stated objective of using "the latest research evidence to link our environmental goals to our food 
and nutritional goals". 

 (S4W-06735) 

Richard Lochhead: A range of evidence sources were used to develop the draft health and 
environment sustainability framework – Towards Healthier and More Environmentally Sustainable 
Food and Drink in Scotland. The sources of evidence used are referenced in the background 
document. An online survey sought views on the framework and feedback on additional evidence. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
the current dietary targets will be combined with environmental sustainability goals for consumers in 
the Health and Environmental Sustainability Framework. 

 (S4W-06736) 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/fireandexplosion/petroleum-faqs.htm#storage


Richard Lochhead: National dietary and sustainability targets and goals are integral to Scotland’s 
National Food and Drink Policy and underpin the draft framework – Towards Healthier and More 
Environmentally Sustainable Food and Drink in Scotland. During development of the next iteration of 
the framework ways in which to communicate the dietary and environmental sustainability goals will be 
considered along with the views received from an online survey that closed on 30 April. 

It is hoped that decision makers will use the framework and see the business benefits of integrating 
health and environmental sustainability in their decision making. In doing so, use of the framework 
may help to contribute towards health and environmental targets and goals. 

Governance and Communities 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-06109 by Keith Brown on 2 March 2012, who represents the organisations of 
which the Private Sector Strategy Group is comprised. 

 (S4W-06603) 

Keith Brown: The answer to S4W-06109 provided the organisations which make up the Scottish 
Private Rented Sector Strategy Group, as well as the name of the independent chair of the group. It is 
a matter for those organisations which individuals they choose to represent them and attend the 
group. A note of those in attendance at each meeting is recorded in the published minutes of the 
meeting. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it wishes 
to encourage the expansion of the private rented sector. 

 (S4W-06604) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government wishes to encourage growth of a higher quality private 
rented sector by increasing new housing supply and raising standards of service. The Scottish Private 
Rented Strategy Group recently published a consultation on a strategy for the sector, which will inform 
the Scottish Government’s final strategy due for publication in 2012. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
definition is of a mid-market rent. 

 (S4W-06605) 

Keith Brown: A mid-market or intermediate rent is one that is set between a typical social rent and 
a typical market rent. It represents a subsidy on market rent levels but at a lower level than subsidies 
associated with social rents. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how fair rents in 
the private sector are assessed. 

 (S4W-06606) 

Keith Brown: The term “fair rent” has a specific meaning under the terms of the Rent (Scotland) Act 
1984. The Rent Service Scotland (RSS), a part of the Scottish Government, can undertake “fair rent” 
assessments for private rented properties let before 2 January 1989 as “regulated” tenancies. 

In certain circumstances, if a regulated tenant is dissatisfied with the rent fixed by the RSS Rent 
Officer, they can apply to the Private Rented Housing Panel to have their “fair rent” determined by a 
Private Rented Housing Committee. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action a 
private tenant can take if they consider that their rent is higher than justified. 

 (S4W-06607) 



Keith Brown: A private rented sector tenant on a “regulated tenancy” can have their rent assessed 
by the Rent Service Scotland (RSS), a part of the Scottish Government. In certain circumstances, if 
they are dissatisfied with the rent fixed by the RSS Rent Officer, they can apply to the Private Rented 
Housing Panel to have their rent determined by a Private Rented Housing Committee. 

A private rented sector tenant on an Assured or a Short Assured Tenancy can also apply to the 
Private Rented Housing Panel to have their rent determined by a Private Rented Housing Committee, 
in certain circumstances. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there is 
a mechanism for the enforcement of a fair rent in the private rented sector. 

 (S4W-06608) 

Keith Brown: The mechanism for the enforcement of a “fair rent” i.e. regulated tenancy, set by 
either the Rent Service Scotland or the Private Rented Housing Panel, lies solely with the Courts. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of patients in care homes is prescribed antipsychotic medication and whether all such 
patients were initially given treatments other than medication. 

 (S4W-06725) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information is not held centrally. 

The dementia standards state that NHS boards must ensure that systems are in place to ensure that 
capacity to consent to treatment (including the prescribing of psychoactive medication) is considered 
and that appropriate documentation is in place, in line with Part 5 of The Adults With Incapacity 
(Scotland) Act 2000. 

They also state that services must demonstrate knowledge of whether the person with dementia has 
appointed someone as their welfare power of attorney or if there is a welfare guardian; and that any 
challenging behaviour must always be addressed by means of an integrated assessment to establish 
the cause and put a care plan in place to manage it, in line with the relevant SIGN clinical guidelines. 

We have a specific commitment in the national dementia strategy to reduce the inappropriate 
prescribing of psychoactive medication, in recognition of the fact that this is a key driver in helping the 
reconfiguration of service provision and the range of response in this key area – and ensuring that 
care is at all times safe, appropriate and person-centred. We are currently considering the findings 
and recommendations of an academic report we commissioned into time trends in the prescribing of 
antipsychotic and other psychotropic medications to older people with dementia between 2001-11 and 
the report will inform a commitment to reduce inappropriate prescribing of psychoactive medication to 
be finalised this year. 

The report shows that, based on its sample and methodology, since 2009 there has been a decline 
in the initiation of new antipsychotics and a moderately decreasing trend in antipsychotic use. The 
report shows that in the first quarter of 2011 the rate of older people with dementia being prescribed 
an antipsychotic is the lowest level over the entire 2001-11 period. 

On publication, a copy of the report will be placed in Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. 
number 53915). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of patients with a diagnosis of dementia has been prescribed antipsychotic medication in 
(a) care homes and (b) the general population in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-06726) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information not held centrally. 

We are currently considering the findings and recommendations of an academic report we 
commissioned into time trends in the prescribing of antipsychotic and other psychotropic medications 



to older people with dementia between 2001-11. The report will inform a commitment to reduce 
inappropriate prescribing of psychoactive medication to be finalised this year. 

On publication, a copy of the report will be placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. 
number 53915). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the Care Inspectorate examines how often GPs review antipsychotic medication prescribed to 
care home residents and whether this is recorded in the care home case notes. 

 (S4W-06742) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Care Inspectorate does not routinely examine how often GPs review 
antipsychotic medication prescribed to care home residents and its recording. Both might be examined 
by the Care Inspectorate’s pharmacy advisers if there are specific concerns in a care home about 
overuse of psychoactive medication. In addition, during complaints investigations, review of 
psychoactive medication might be looked at if relevant to the complaint. 

We have a specific commitment in the national dementia strategy to reduce the inappropriate 
prescribing of psychoactive medication. We are currently considering the findings and 
recommendations of an academic report we commissioned into time trends in the prescribing of 
antipsychotic and other psychotropic medications to older people with dementia between 2001-11 and 
the report will inform a commitment to reduce inappropriate prescribing of psychoactive medication to 
be finalised this year. 

On publication, a copy of the report will be placed in The Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(Bib. number 53915). 

Learning and Justice 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it 
holds on the number of families who have adopted in each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-06705) 

Aileen Campbell: Data on the number of families who have adopted in each of the last 10 years is 
not held centrally. 

The total number of adoptions from 2002 to 2010 is 3,886 including familial adoptions. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it 
holds on the number of families who have been unsuccessful in adopting in each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-06706) 

Aileen Campbell: Data on the number of families who have been unsuccessful in adopting in each 
of the last 10 years is not held centrally. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
adoptions have broken down in each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-06707) 

Aileen Campbell: Data on the number of adoptions that have broken down in each of the last 10 
years is not held centrally. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it monitors 
post-adoption support for families. 

 (S4W-06708) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government does not routinely monitor the delivery of post adoption 
support. This is the responsibility of each local authority. However, the Scottish Government is 



currently reviewing the Adoption Services Plans provided by local authorities in advance of the forth 
coming children’s legislation, in part to determine whether changes are needed to how adopters are 
supported. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers 
that adopted children and young people should continue to be regarded as looked after. 

 (S4W-06709) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government’s priority for all children who are at risk of, or are in 
care is to provide them with a safe, stable, nurturing and permanent home at the earliest opportunity. 

For children whose needs are best met by being adopted, the Adoption and Children (Scotland) Act 
2007 makes clear the need to assess and provide for the ongoing needs of each child. 

Where this is done well a child should not need to be subject to further corporate parenting. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many adopted 
children receive support in accessing education. 

 (S4W-06710) 

Angela Constance: The Adoption and Children (Scotland) Act 2007 requires local authorities to 
assess the need for support, including accessing education. 

Monitoring of this is a matter for local authorities and this information is not held centrally. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the criteria are for organisations to receive funding from the CashBack for Communities programme. 

 (S4W-06743) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Proceeds of Crime Act allows the Scottish Government to seize illegal gains 
from organised crime and uniquely, through the highly successful CashBack for Communities 
initiative, invest the ill-gotten gains of crime into community programmes, facilities and activities largely 
for young people to the ultimate benefit of Scottish communities including those affected by crime and 
anti-social behaviour. 

The key factors that we take into account are that projects must deliver outcomes that build better, 
safer, healthier communities, improve facilities and run projects that simply would not have existed 
otherwise. That gives our young people positive, purposeful and constructive opportunities to 
contribute to Scottish society. 

I am rightly proud to be able to say that through CashBack, we have invested over £45 million to 
benefit over 600,000 young people and the communities they live in. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much funding has been provided to organisations by the CashBack for Communities programme in 
each of the last five years, broken down by local authority area, 

 (S4W-06744) 

Kenny MacAskill: Since the inception of Cashback for Communities in 2007, over £45 million 
recovered under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 has been invested or fully committed to a wide 
range of community projects and facilities throughout Scotland, directly benefitting over 600,000 young 
people. 

CashBack funding is not allocated on a geographical basis. Rather, the Scottish Government 
allocates available funds to partner organisations, who are responsible for running projects across 
Scotland; delivering outcomes to give our young people positive, purposeful and constructive 
opportunities to contribute to Scottish society. 



The following table shows the amount of investment spent or committed to our national partner 
organisations since Cashback began in 2007, through to March 2014. 

Description of Activity Received (£) Allocation (£) 
Sporting Activities and Facilities   
 - Scottish Football Association 3,325,000 10,436,000 
 - Scottish Rugby Union 2,115,000 4,941,000 
 - Scottish Sports Futures 1,842,000 3,237,000 
 - Badminton Scotland 336,000 336,000 
 - Scottish Squash and Racquetball 228,000 228,000 
 - Tennis Scotland 149,000 149,000 
 - Scottish Hockey 316,000 316,000 
 - Scottish Athletics 228,500 228,500 
 - Basketball Scotland 526,300 1,100,000 
 - SportScotland 1,986,000 3,456,000 
Cultural Activities   
 - Creative Identities 2,093,000 3,593,000 
Youth Organisations   
 - Youth Scotland  950,000 1,000,000 
 - Youthlink Scotland 7,080,000 8,080,000 
Early Years   
 - Go Play (Angus Council and Tayside 
Police) 

70,000 350,000 

Community-based Projects   
 - Working on Wheels 50,000 150,000 
 - Inspiring Scotland 378,000 2,250,000 
Mentoring and Youth Development   
 - Mentoring 250,000 500,000 
 - Personal Development Partnership 1,132,000 1,814,000 
Other community commitments   
 - Princes Trust Development Awards 100,000 300,000 
 - Scottish Communities League Cup 1,000,000 1,000,000 
 - No Knives Better Lives 500,000 500,000 
 - Ongoing support costs 384,000 1,354,000 

 - STV Appeal / Child Poverty Appeal 631,500 631,500 

Totals 25,670,000 45,950,000 

 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether money seized under proceeds of crime legislation is being used to fund the 2012 Scottish 
Open golf championship and, if so, how much. 

 (S4W-06746) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government recently announced that it will contribute £2 million 
over the next three years through to 2014, to support the Scottish Open Golf Championship. This 
includes a contribution of £125,000 a year over the three years from the CashBack for Communities 
Programme to provide children with opportunities to experience and receive golf coaching through the 
ClubGolf scheme. ClubGolf is Scotland’s junior golf programme which is delivering its Ryder Cup 
pledge by introducing children to golf and supporting the early development of young golfers through 
structured coaching. 

Transport Scotland 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive when it will set out the details of the planned road equivalent tariff pilot for the 
Gigha, Colonsay and Islay services from October 2012. 

 (S4W-06747) 



Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what additional annual subsidy will be required for the road equivalent tariff pilot 
for the Gigha, Colonsay and Islay services from October 2012. 

 (S4W-06748) 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether fares under the road equivalent tariff pilot from October 2012 will be 
different on the Kennacraig to Port Ellen route to those on the Kennacraig to Port Askaig route. 

 (S4W-06749) 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether road equivalent tariff (RET) fares will apply to the Oban to Port Askaig 
service under the planned extension of the RET pilot scheme from October 2012. 

 (S4W-06750) 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether the fares under the road equivalent tariff pilot on the Gigha, Colonsay 
and Islay services from October 2012 will be (a) lower than, (b) equal to or (c) higher than the unit 
prices of the current multi-journey tickets. 

 (S4W-06751) 

Keith Brown: We are in the process of putting arrangements in place for the road equivalent tariff 
pilot for the Gigha, Colonsay and Islay services, including specific details of fare levels to be applied. 
Details of additional annual subsidy levels required are therefore not available at this stage. The road 
equivalent tariff pilot will include all services between Islay and the Scottish mainland and fares will be 
the same for all services between Islay and Kennacraig. Information about fare levels will be made 
available in good time for the pilot to begin in autumn 2012. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what additional subsidy will be provided to ferry operators as a result of the 
increased harbour dues to be levied by Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd. 

 (S4W-06752) 

Keith Brown: Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) harbour dues were increased in line with 
inflation in April 2012. Under the terms of their public service contracts with the Scottish Ministers, 
CalMac Ferries Ltd and Argyll Ferries Ltd can receive increased subsidies in respect of increases in 
the harbour dues levied by CMAL, local authorities and independent harbour trusts. This is in 
recognition that these costs are outside the control of the operator. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what consultancy costs have been incurred in relation to the Draft Ferries Plan. 

 (S4W-06753) 

Keith Brown: The total cost for consultancy fees incurred in relation to the Draft Ferries Plan is 
expected to be in the region of £53,000. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what role it envisages a ferry regulator would perform and whether it would be 
responsible for guaranteeing services and fare levels if there were a debundling of the Clyde and 
Hebrides ferry services network. 

 (S4W-06754) 

Keith Brown: As noted in the Draft Ferries Plan, published on 21 December 2011, we recognise 
that for services not currently provided under contract to the Scottish Government or another public 
body, a Ferries Regulator could regulate the pricing and provision of services. The Draft Ferries Plan 
also indicates however that, regardless of any plans to encourage greater competition, it is unlikely 
that we would wish to leave any of the lifeline routes to be run without a contract. 



Further details on the need for a Ferries Regulator will be made available in the Final Ferries Plan, 
to be published later in 2012. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what the reduction in fuel usage has been for the MV Finlaggan compared with 
the MV Isle of Arran. 

 (S4W-06755) 

Keith Brown: The MV Finlaggan has a much increased carry capacity compared to the MV Isle of 
Arran so any direct comparison of fuel usage would be misleading. Despite only being some 5m 
longer, the MV Finlaggan can carry 25% more cars, 19% more passengers and, most significantly, 2.5 
times more freight (by weight) than the MV Isle of Arran. The additional power requirements 
associated with this increased capacity mean that the MV Finlaggan consumes more fuel on the 
Kennacraig-Islay route than the MV Isle of Arran. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether it will publish the needs-based assessment of the Gourock to Dunoon 
route carried out as part of its review of ferry services. 

 (S4W-06756) 

Keith Brown: As noted in the Draft Ferries Plan, we are absolutely committed to providing a ferry 
service that meets the needs of users on the Gourock to Dunoon town centre to town centre route. 
Following a fair and open tendering process, the contract awarded in 2011 was the best that could be 
achieved within very clear European Commission restrictions that only allow for subsidy of a 
passenger service on this route. Although we appreciate that providing a vehicle service was not a 
viable option for tenderers, we were disappointed not to be able to continue the vehicle and passenger 
service. Our clear policy preference is that the service should carry both vehicles and passengers. We 
will continue to look at more options to achieve that and to improve the overall service and facilities. 

Also as noted in the Draft Ferries Plan, where we have sufficiently robust data, we have applied our 
needs-based assessment to all main communities. For the Gourock to Dunoon route we did not have 
sufficient information to allow us to apply the methodology in full. We have, however, been able to 
establish that the town centre to town centre route is consistent with a commuting dependency. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive when the road equivalent tariff (RET) pilot will be extended to the service 
provided by Argyll Ferries and whether RET fares will apply to the service provided by Western 
Ferries. 

 (S4W-06757) 

Keith Brown: The Draft Ferries Plan states that we intend to rollout RET to all lifeline ferry services. 
Where we are not responsible for the delivery of these services we will discuss the appropriate form 
and timing of any roll-out with those who are, e.g. local authorities or commercial operators. The timing 
of this action has still to be agreed. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive, further to proposals to award free travel to Jura residents who access 
mainland services via Islay, whether it will extend this to the residents of Iona, Shetland and Orkney 
who also access mainland services via another island. 

 (S4W-06758) 

Keith Brown: Our needs-based assessment concluded that residents of Orkney and Shetland’s 
outlying islands access their services respectively from Orkney and Shetland mainland rather than the 
Scottish mainland. 

We have confirmed that RET will be rolled out to Islay from autumn 2012. As noted in the Draft 
Ferries Plan, Islay and Jura are part of the same island group. We therefore want to ensure that 



residents of Jura have equal access to the Scottish mainland set of services. Offering free travel on 
the Jura to Islay leg of an onward journey to the mainland therefore provides a more consistent 
approach when managing the implementation of RET. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what measures it plans to introduce to encourage competition for the provision 
of ferry services. 

 (S4W-06759) 

Keith Brown: Our approach to ferry services will be set out in the final Ferries Plan which will be 
consistent with EU procurement, competition and State Aid rules. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether the accessibility fund referred to in the  Draft Ferries Plan will be 
made available to all ferry operators. 

 (S4W-06760) 

Keith Brown: As stated in the Draft Ferries Plan, we will develop this approach further for the Final 
Ferries Plan. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-06712 


