
Monday 16 April 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how the procurement plan outlined in Scotland’s Digital Future - Infrastructure Action Plan will impact 
on residents in so-called not-spots. 

 (S4W-06414) 

Alex Neil: The procurement plan will outline how the Scottish Government will deliver its 2015 
connectivity targets outlined in Scotland’s Digital Future - Infrastructure Action Plan – broadband at a 
speed of 40-80 Megabits per second (Mbps) to 85-90% of premises. We will also put in place 
measures to ensure an uplift in service can be delivered to the remaining 10-15% for whom delivery of 
broadband at this speed will not be possible. These measures may include funding for community 
broadband projects, as outlined in Programme 3 of the action plan. These targets apply to all of 
Scotland, including areas which are currently “not-spots”. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-05973 by Alex Neil on 29 February 2012, which referred to a 
commitment to deliver a “future proofed digital infrastructure across all of Scotland by 2020,” whether 
its previously stated target of 95-98% coverage has changed and, if not, how it will ensure that any of 
the existing so-called not spots do not keep that status. 

 (S4W-06415) 

Alex Neil: Scotland’s Digital Future - Infrastructure Action Plan makes clear the Scottish 
Government’s 2015 connectivity targets – broadband at a speed of 40-80 Megabits per second (Mbps) 
to 85-90% of premises. We will also put in place measures to ensure an uplift in service can be 
delivered to the remaining 10-15% for whom delivery of broadband at this speed will not be possible. 
These targets apply to all of Scotland, including areas which are currently “not-spots”. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will upgrade the (a) Trochry and (b) Amulree exchange to full platform 
ADSL in 2012. 

 (S4W-06447) 

Alex Neil: Upgrading of BT exchanges such as those at Trochry and Amulree is a matter for BT. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will make Highland Perthshire a priority for broadband investment. 

 (S4W-06449) 

Alex Neil: Scotland’s Digital Future - Infrastructure Action Plan makes clear the Scottish 
Government’s 2015 connectivity targets – broadband at a speed of 40-80 Megabits per second (Mbps) 
to 85-90% of premises. We will also put in place measures to ensure an uplift in service can be 
delivered to the remaining 10-15% for whom delivery of broadband at this speed will not be possible. 

The Scottish Government is clear that all areas in Scotland where the market will not deliver 
commercially represent our priorities for broadband investment. As we progress through delivery and 
implementation of our forthcoming procurement plan, we will be working closely with local authorities – 
including Perth and Kinross Council – to ensure that we fully understand local plans and priorities. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it considers a broadband speed of 512 Kbps adequate for (a) business 
and (b) household purposes. 



 (S4W-06450) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government recognises that world-class digital infrastructure is essential for 
Scotland’s future economic growth. That is why the Scottish Government, in Scotland’s Digital Future - 
Infrastructure Action Plan, has clearly set out its commitment to ensuring the availability of world-class 
digital access in Scotland by 2020. The action plan has also set an interim milestone of ensuring the 
availability of broadband at a speed of 40-80 Megabits per second (Mbps) to 85-90% of premises by 
2015. We will also put in place measures to ensure an uplift in service can be delivered to the 
remaining 10-15% for whom delivery of broadband at this speed will not be possible. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when further details of the £5 million seed fund that was announced in its digital action plan 
will be made available. 

 (S4W-06492) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government will set out further details of the seed fund that was outlined in 
Programme 3 of Scotland’s Digital Future - Infrastructure Action Plan shortly. 

Governance and Communities 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what criteria it uses to 
assess eligibility for the fuel poverty schemes that it operates. 

 (S4W-06359) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has a number of initiatives aimed at helping Scottish 
households in fuel poverty. Our flagship programme, the Energy Assistance Package (EAP), goes 
much further than the previous administration’s central heating programme and provides help to more 
groups than ever before. For EAP there are a number of criteria used to assess eligibility, covering the 
most vulnerable in society, including the elderly, families with children under 16, those with severe 
disabilities, the terminally ill and carers. 

In addition, the Scottish Government also provides support to local authorities to deliver insulation 
measures through the Universal Home Insulation Scheme (UHIS). UHIS is a council-led programme 
and provides assistance to all households in a defined area. Criteria for the award of funding to 
councils under UHIS include a requirement for the council to provide evidence on the levels of fuel 
poverty in the selected area/neighbourhood it wishes to target under the scheme. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it is doing to tackle 
self-disconnection by utility customers in fuel poverty. 

 (S4W-06360) 

Alex Neil: I and John Swinney hosted a summit, attended by all the big six energy companies, 
voluntary organisations and Ofgem in November 2011, to discuss what more can be done to mitigate 
the impact of energy prices on consumers. Scotland’s six leading energy providers pledged that no 
vulnerable consumers in Scotland will be disconnected over winter for non-payment, with some going 
beyond and having a total no-disconnection policy unless on safety grounds. They further agreed to 
help vulnerable customers transfer to their most efficient tariff. There continues to be an ongoing and 
constructive dialogue with the energy companies working alongside consumer interest groups. The 
role of trusted intermediaries that vulnerable customers will go to for advice and support is something 
that all sides are examining. 

The Scottish Government has a number of initiatives aimed at helping Scottish households in fuel 
poverty. I would advise anyone experiencing hardship to contact the Scottish Government funded 
Home Energy Scotland Hotline on 0800 512 012 to see what help is available to them. 

Health and Social Care 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how many still births there have been in each NHS board area 
in each of the last 10 years. 



 (S4W-6283) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The preliminary numbers of stillbirths in each NHS board area in 2011 can be 
obtained from Preliminary Table P2, which is available via:  
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/bmd-preliminary/2011.html. 

The number of stillbirths in each NHS board area in each of the last 10 years has been previously 
published by the National Records of Scotland, and its predecessor the General Register Office for 
Scotland. The figures for 2010 can be obtained from Table 1.3 for that year, which is available via: 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/2010/summary.html. 

Each earlier year's numbers, from 2001, can be found in that year's Vital Events Reference Table 
1.3, which is available via:  
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/index.html. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers 
that every child has the right to visit a parent who is in prison and, if so, whether this right can be 
withdrawn as a disciplinary measure against that parent. 

 (S4W-06328) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Prison Rules expressly provide that persons of a prisoner’s choice, which includes (though not 
expressly) children, must be allowed to visit a prisoner and sets out the minimum period for this. The 
rules also provide various punishments in relation to a breach of discipline by a prisoner, but these do 
not include withdrawal of this right to a visit by a child. 

The rules also provide that the governor may, however, in the interest of security, good order or the 
prevention of crime, prohibit a prisoner from receiving a visit from any person, terminate a visit to a 
prisoner or order that a visit must be held in closed visiting facilities. This may, for example, be for the 
protection of the child. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what help it provides 
to assist families visiting prisoners. 

 (S4W-06331) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The SPS recognises the importance of maintaining family contact. All prisons have a Family 
Strategy Group which comprises a range of interests working together to improve services for families 
affected by imprisonment. There are also Family Contact Officers in every prison who give advice and 
support to prisoners and their families. 

Financial help is available through the Assisted Prison Visits Scheme for relatives who wish to visit a 
family member in prison. The SPS supports a helpline service provided by Families Outside, which 
includes help and advice on visits, and also works with a number of organisations who assist with 
transport to prisons for visits. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, other than visits, 
what alternative means of communication are available to children to allow contact with a parent in 
prison. 

 (S4W-06333) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/bmd-preliminary/2011.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/2010/summary.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/index.html


The Prison and Young Offenders (Scotland) Rules 2011 provide for prisoners to send and receive 
letters. The rules also provide for prisoners to make telephone calls. Children can use the “email a 
prisoner.com” scheme, where it operates, to email their relative in custody. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) financial and 
(b) other support it provides to the families of prisoners 

 (S4W-06335) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Financial help is available through the Assisted Prison Visits Scheme for relatives who wish to visit a 
family member in prison. 

The SPS supports a helpline service provided by Families Outside, which includes help and advice 
on visits, and also works with a number of organisations who assist with transport to prisons for visits. 
All prisons have a Family Strategy Group which comprises a range of interests working together to 
improve services for families affected by imprisonment. There are also Family Contact Officers in 
every prison who give advice and support to prisoners and their families. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it (a) monitors and 
(b) collates figures relating to reports of cyberbullying to the police. 

 (S4W-06346) 

Kenny MacAskill: The police recorded crime data collected centrally is based on an aggregate 
return from each of the eight police forces in Scotland and is published in the annual Recorded Crime 
in Scotland statistical bulletin. 

Whilst the term cyberbullying is not a specific offence in itself, cyberbullying would be recorded by 
the police as an offence under the relevant legislation, depending on the nature of the offence itself. 
As such, cyberbullying may be recorded under different crime and offence codes included within the 
classification system used centrally and may not be identifiable separately. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many reported 
incidents of racism in the last year for which figures are available involved an online element. 

 (S4W-06348) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information held centrally on the number of racist incidents recorded by the 
police cannot identify whether the incident involved an online element. 

The 2012-13 Scottish Crime and Justice Survey, however, includes a new section on harassment. 
This will provide an estimate of how many people have been insulted, pestered or intimidated in the 
last 12 months by anybody who is not a member of their household. The survey will also establish 
whether there was any racial motive for the harassment and the means by which individuals were 
harassed, including (as separate categories) via texts or e-mail, or in writing via the internet, such as a 
social networking site. Subject to sample sizes, results will be available from November 2013 and will 
cover the adult (16 and over) population only. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-06287 


