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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive how ministers will engage with members of the local community in their 
decision-making process regarding the proposed special area of conservation in the Sound of Barra. 

 (S4W-6288) 

Richard Lochhead: Officials will engage with representatives of the local communities and 
industries on the Isles of Barra, Eriskay, and South Uist, as well as other stakeholders, to develop a 
draft management plan for the Sound of Barra SAC proposal. Officials will visit the islands on more 
than one occasion to collaborate with these interests to develop a draft management plan that takes 
account of their economic, social, and cultural requirements. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive when ministers will make a decision on the proposed special area of 
conservation in the Sound of Barra. 

 (S4W-6289) 

Richard Lochhead: The timing of the final decision on the proposed special area of conservation in 
the Sound of Barra will be dependent on two factors. Firstly finalisation of the report on the 
consultation and final advice by Scottish Natural Heritage. This is expected by the end of June 2012. 
Secondly, a decision will only be taken once a suitable draft management plan which takes account of 
the local economic, social, and cultural requirements has been prepared. This should be completed by 
the end of the summer recess and a decision will be made as soon as possible thereafter. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether representatives of the local community will be informed when ministers 
make a decision on the proposed special area of conservation in the Sound of Barra and, if so, how. 

 (S4W-6290) 

Richard Lochhead: Everyone who responded during the consultation process will receive 
notification of the decision in writing, as will those who participate in the development of the draft 
management plan for the Sound of Barra SAC proposal. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it believes 
local government can take to create jobs. 

 (S4W-6296) 

John Swinney: The single outcome agreements that each of the 32 Community Planning 
Partnerships enter into with the Scottish Government are expected to focus on priority areas set by the 
Scottish Government, which include supporting sustainable economic growth. 

The local outcomes approach, which underpins the single outcome agreement framework, is 
empowering local partners to work closely together and cultivate local conditions which are conducive 
to promoting sustainable economic growth. Community Planning Partnerships are doing this in a 
range of ways which reflect distinctive local conditions and priorities. These include supporting 
businesses, promoting business start-ups, enhancing the skills and qualifications of the local 
population, supporting employment opportunities for local citizens and developing the infrastructure to 
support local economic development. 

The Scottish Government will continue to work with our local authority partners to provide the 
necessary support to businesses across Scotland, enabling them to create employment opportunities. 
As an example of the support we are providing, on 18 March we announced that £9 million will be 
made available to six local authorities to help them to tackle youth unemployment. The council areas 



have been identified by the Scottish Government as having particular challenges with youth 
employment based on the youth unemployment rate and the number of young people unemployed in 
the area. Individual authorities will have flexibility on how best to direct the additional investment, with 
schemes such as employer incentives or additional training opportunities, and ministers will continue 
to work with local authorities to best target and deliver for young people. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive, in light of the changes being made to the structure and remit of the 
Inshore Fisheries Groups (IFG), whether stakeholders will be invited to (a) contribute to inshore 
fisheries management (i) in any revised IFG structure and (ii) through the National Fisheries 
Management and Conservation Group and (b) the proposed national conference on inshore fisheries 
management. 

 (S4W-6369) 

Richard Lochhead: As implementation of the Inshore Fisheries Strategy 2012 is taken forward, 
stakeholders will continue to be involved in the revised IFG structure, and the Fisheries Management 
and Conservation Group. Key stakeholders will also be invited to participate in the inshore fisheries 
conference. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) research and (b) impact assessments have been carried out on 
the impact of offshore (i) wind, (ii) wave and (iii) tidal installations on the marine biodiversity of the 
west coast, including migrating sharks and the breeding cycles and habitats of fish species, and 
whether this information is publicly available. 

 (S4W-6371) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has published a Research Implementation Strategy 
to inform the development of offshore renewable energy in Scottish waters. The strategy aims to 
address the gaps in current knowledge that have been identified through the ongoing programme of 
work to support the development of offshore renewable energy – wind, wave and tidal energy. We will 
continue to develop this research strategy to tackle issues and identify solutions towards the 
sustainable development of offshore renewable energy in Scottish waters. The strategy is available to 
view at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marineenergy/ris. 

The Scottish Government has also undertaken a national level Sustainability Appraisal assessment 
of the Sectoral Marine Plan for offshore wind in Scottish territorial waters. This assessment process 
includes Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Appraisal which consider 
potential effects from proposed offshore energy developments on migratory shark and fish species. 
The Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Appraisal are available for public 
viewing on http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marineenergy/wind. A similar exercise for wave 
energy and tidal energy is currently underway. 

Scottish Ministers consent conditions for the Robin Rigg offshore wind development in the Solway 
Firth included a schedule of potential impacts. This schedule formed the basis of the Marine 
Environment Monitoring programme for the development and was fully adopted by the developer, 
E.ON UK. The programme includes monitoring of seabird and marine mammal interactions with the 
pre-construction, construction and post construction periods associated with the development of Robin 
Rigg. A summary of the Marine Environment Monitoring Programme for Robin Rigg can be viewed at:  
http://www.naturalpower.com/sites/default/files/images/MEMP-ECOPY.pdf.  

In response to continuing concerns regarding the recovery of west coast marine ecosystems, Marine 
Scotland commissioned a review of all available science related to oceanography, biological 
productivity, fish related habitats and ecology and current fisheries management of the area. The 
results were placed into a framework of the linked marine food-web using a structured ecosystem 
model. The resulting report may be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/Publications/publicationslatest/Science/MSSR/2011
Reports/MSSR0911. 
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The issue of potential effects on migratory fish species, notably salmon, sea trout and European eel, 
are considered at a national scale. The Scottish Government commissioned a review of migratory fish 
movement and behaviour in 2010 and this is available for public viewing at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/Publications/publicationslatest/Science/SMFS/2010
Reports/SMFS0114.  

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment will meet representatives of Unite the 
Union to discuss proposals to review the Scottish Agricultural Wages Board. 

 (S4W-6426) 

Richard Lochhead: The review of the Scottish Agricultural Wages Board will take place in 2013. I 
am happy to give an assurance that Unite the Union will, along with others, be given the opportunity to 
feed in their views at the appropriate time and that these views will be fully considered within the 
review. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
non-custodial sentences being considered first when sentencing a (a) parent or (b) primary caregiver. 

 (S4W-6330) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government’s position is that it is for the courts to decide on the 
most appropriate sentence, within the overall legal framework, in all cases. The complete 
independence of the judiciary in making sentencing decisions is at the heart of the criminal justice 
system in Scotland and it is appropriate that sentencing decisions are entirely a matter for the judge, 
who hears all the facts and circumstances surrounding the offence and the offender, and takes into 
account any factors which they consider to be relevant before reaching a view on whether a custodial 
sentence or non-custodial sentence should be imposed. 

The courts are required to request a Criminal Justice Social Work Report (CJSWR) when 
considering imposing a custodial sentence on an individual under the age of 21 or who has not served 
a previous custodial sentence (unless a report has already been prepared on the individual within the 
last three months). The purpose of the CJSWR is to provide the court with information and advice that 
they need in deciding on the most appropriate way to deal with offenders, including the family 
circumstances of the offender. If the CJSWR did not fully reflect the offender’s family circumstances it 
would be possible for the defence solicitor to bring any additional matters to the court’s attention. 
Where the law does not require the court to ask for a CJSWR, the court can exercise its discretion to 
request one and, in most cases, the court will generally ask for a CJSWR if a custodial sentence is 
likely. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what account is taken 
of the views of the child when considering placing a parent in custody. 

 (S4W-6332) 

Kenny MacAskill: The circumstances where a parent is placed into police custody will vary greatly 
and each case will be different. It is an operational matter for the police to determine appropriate 
action during and following the removal of a parent into police custody. The welfare of the child is of 
paramount importance and in some cases there will be a need for a multi-agency approach, involving 
the police, social work and childcare professionals to carefully consider the child’s needs, any views 
expressed by the child, and, if required, consider and put in place suitable measures in order to 
protect the child. 

At the point of sentencing by the court, the courts can request a Criminal Justice Social Work Report 
(CJSWR) when considering imposing a custodial sentence on a parent. As part of the reporting 
process, the report writer will interview the individual who is being considered for a custodial sentence 
and the report writer may also decide to interview other people as part of the reporting process. This 
could include family members in order to take into account their views and explore the impact on the 
family of the offending behaviour. The report writer will also consider the potential impact of a 
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community disposal as well as the implications of a custodial sentence for children and other family 
members. The CJSWR will normally contain details of which persons were interviewed, but only where 
the report writer is confident that this will not place anyone in danger. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it last met the 
police to discuss trends in cyberbullying. 

 (S4W-6342) 

Kenny MacAskill: Online safety in Scotland is monitored by the Scottish Government led 
Stakeholder Group on Child Internet Safety. The group last met on 14 March 2012 and includes 
representation from the police. The issue of cyberbullying is discussed regularly. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
the adequacy of legislation regarding internet-based harassment and cyberbullying. 

 (S4W-6345) 

Kenny MacAskill: There are a number of statutory offences which may be used to prosecute 
people who misuse the internet for harassment, including the offences of “threatening and abusive 
behaviour” (Section 38 of the Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010), “stalking” (section 
39 of the 2010 Act) and “Improper use of public electronic communications network” (Section 127 of 
the Communications Act 2003). In addition to these statutory offences, the common law offences of 
breach of the peace and threats may be used to prosecute such behaviour. Extreme forms of internet 
based bullying, or “cyberbullying”, which amount to criminal behaviour could be prosecuted in the 
same way. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what additional funds 
have been made available to the police to counter any increase in cyberbullying. 

 (S4W-6347) 

Kenny MacAskill: Decisions on allocating funding are a matter for individual police authorities/joint 
boards together in discussion with their chief constables. It will therefore be for them to decide the 
level of funding to be made available to address cyberbullying. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps the 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice is taking to implement the recommendations made by Lord Gill in the 
Scottish Civil Courts Review and when these will be put in place.  

 (S4W-6567) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is committed to modernisation of Scotland’s civil 
justice system, based on the reforms recommended by the Scottish Civil Courts Review. 
Implementation will require a combination of primary legislation and procedural reforms by the courts. 

It is intended to phase in a series of measures, but there will be consultation on a Courts Reform 
(Scotland) Bill towards the end of 2012. 

Several recommendations made by Lord Gill are already being taken forward, including the 
independent Review of Expenses and Funding of Civil Litigation in Scotland, under Sheriff Principal 
James Taylor, which will report later this year. 

The creation of a Scottish Civil Justice Council, another of Lord Gill’s recommendations, will aid the 
pace of reform, as it will be ready for early implementation of the necessary rules changes. A bill will 
be brought forward to establish this soon. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government about devolving power over fuel duty to the Scottish 
Parliament in light of the financial impact on Scottish businesses. 



 (S4W-6443) 

John Swinney: Since 2007, the Scottish Government has made regular representations to the UK 
Government regarding fuel duty and fuel prices in Scotland. 

Most recently, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth wrote to the 
Chancellor on 9 March 2012, urging him to introduce a fuel duty regulator and to reconsider the fuel 
duty increase planned for August - which will impose an additional burden on households and 
businesses at this challenging time. 

The UK Government’s reluctance to act on this issue highlights the urgent need for Scotland to 
secure greater tax and legal powers - which would allow the Scottish Parliament to respond directly to 
the issue of rising fuel prices. 


