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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Crown Office 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many people have been (a) charged with and (b) convicted of an offence relating to the 
smuggling of mobile phones into prisons. 

 (S4W-05468) 

Lesley Thomson: Bringing or introducing or attempting to bring or introduce a personal 
communication device, which includes a mobile phone and any component part thereof, into a prison 
is an offence under section 41(1)(a) of the Prisons (Scotland) Act 1989, as amended by the Criminal 
Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010. Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) does 
not have data on the number of people charged with this offence. Since the provisions came into force 
on 13 December 2010, a total of 28 charges have been reported to the COPFS of which 17 were 
prosecuted. In six out of the nine charges in which proceedings have concluded there was a finding of 
guilt. A further eight charges are still the subject of on-going court proceedings. 

 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many prisoners have been (a) charged with and (b) convicted of possession of a 
mobile phone. 

 (S4W-05469) 

Lesley Thomson: Being in possession of a personal communication device, which includes a 
mobile phone and any component part thereof, whilst inside a prison is an offence under section 
41ZA(3) of the Prisons (Scotland) Act 1989, as amended by the Criminal Justice and Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2010.  

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) does not hold data on the number of prisoners 
charged with this offence but since these provisions came into force on 13 December 2010, 119 
charges, relating to prisoners possessing personal communication devices whilst inside prison, have 
been reported to the COPFS by the police. There have been convictions in 58 of the 69 charges in 
which proceedings have concluded. A further 47 charges are still the subject of ongoing court 
proceedings. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the 
draft Renewables Obligation (Scotland) (Amendment) Order 2012 aims to remove subsidies for large-
scale biomass plants. 

 (S4O-00738) 

John Swinney: We are not in a position yet to say what amendments will be introduced to 
Scotland’s Renewables Obligation later this year. We have recently published the responses to our 
recent consultation exercise on this subject. Many of those who replied shared and echoed my 
concerns about large scale biomass electricity stations. I expect to announce our decisions and 
proposed changes during the spring. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it has had recent discussions with the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) regarding 
the agency outsourcing employment opportunities to Scotland. 

 (S4W-05449) 

Keith Brown: Yes; we last discussed the scope for outsourcing employment opportunities to 
Scotland with the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) on 14 February 2012. 

 



Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
impact the implementation of the Scotland’s Digital Future - Infrastructure Action Plan will have on the 
aim of the Highlands and Islands Enterprise broadband project to deliver 100% coverage of next 
generation broadband by 2020, and what future broadband requirements of the Highlands region it 
anticipates taking forward on a national basis. 

 (S4W-05478) 

Alex Neil: The current Highlands and Islands Enterprise broadband procurement is an integral part 
of the Scottish Government’s approach to broadband delivery, as set out in Scotland’s Digital Future – 
Infrastructure Action Plan, published on 31 January. The action plan makes clear the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to continue to work with Highlands and Islands Enterprise to support the 
aims of its project. At the same time, we are ensuring that it contributes effectively and economically to 
the Scottish national strategy. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what investment it will make to improve broadband in Highland Perthshire and the 
(a) Glenshee and (b) Killin areas. 

 (S4W-05746) 

Alex Neil: On 31 January, the Scottish Government published Scotland’s Digital Future - 
Infrastructure Action Plan. 

The action plan sets out our ambition and commitment, and the clear steps we will take to deliver 
world-class, future proofed digital infrastructure across all of Scotland by 2020, with a step change by 
2015. By 2015, we are aiming for speeds of 40-80 Mbps for 85-90% of the population, and the best 
possible speeds for those where it is not yet possible to deliver 40-80 Mbps. We have so far secured 
over £250 million of public sector investment to deliver our 2015 targets. 

This funding will be allocated in two closely related procurements: the current Highlands and Islands 
procurement, and a separate procurement for the rest of Scotland. Highland Perthshire, Glenshee and 
Killin will be included within the scope of this separate procurement for the rest of Scotland. 

We will produce a procurement strategy for the rest of Scotland by the end of March 2012. Our 
intention is to commence this procurement by summer 2012 and award a contract in the first half of 
2013 at the latest. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the differences are between a special area of conservation and a marine protected area. 

 (S4W-05752) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive (a) 
how and (b) when economic factors are taken into account when considering the (i) designation and 
(ii) management of (A) special areas of conservation and (B) marine protected areas. 

 (S4W-05753) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what EU guidance (a) supports and (b) opposes the inclusion of (i) economic or (ii) socioeconomic 
factors when considering the (A) designation and (B) management of (1) special areas of conservation 
and (2) marine protected areas. 

 (S4W-05754) 

Richard Lochhead: Marine Protected Areas and Special Areas of Conservation. 

The EU Habitats Directive requires member states to designate locations for certain internationally 
important habitats and species as Special Areas of Conservation contributing to a EU wide network of 
protected areas. 

The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 (“the Act”) created new powers for Scottish ministers to designate 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in Scottish territorial waters in order to protect marine biodiversity, 
geodiversity, the historic environment and in order to demonstrate or research new methods of 



sustainable resource use or management solutions. The MPA powers in the Act complement the 
powers in the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 to designate MPAs in offshore waters adjacent to 
Scotland to protect marine biodiversity and geodiversity. The powers in both Acts will be used in an 
integrated way to develop a MPA network that delivers our priorities for biodiversity and geodiversity at 
a national and international level. 

The designation and management of SACs must comply with the requirements of the Habitats 
Directive, and the designation and protection of MPAs is governed by the duties and powers in the 
Marine Acts. 

Case law of the European Court of Justice dictates that member states may not take account of 
economic, social and cultural requirements or regional and local characteristics when selecting and 
defining the boundaries of Special Areas of Conservation. The European Commission Guidance on 
Managing Natura 2000 Sites states that management measures should take account of economic, 
social and cultural requirements or regional and local characteristics subject to ensuring that 
deterioration of the location is avoided. 

A science-led approach is being used to identify nature conservation MPA proposals with provision 
in section 68(8) of the Marine (Scotland) Act to take account of socioeconomics in decisions on 
designation. A series of workshops provides an opportunity for stakeholder interests to influence the 
design of the network including proposed alternatives and to highlight socioeconomic concerns and 
impact assessments of MPA proposals and equivalent provisions for demonstration and research 
MPAs are contained in section 71(3). MPAs will be managed on the basis of sustainable use with 
provision in section 68(8) and 71(3) to take account of socioeconomic impacts including displacement. 
There is no EU guidance on the inclusion of economic or socioeconomic factors when considering the 
designation and management of an MPA under national legislation. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the timeline is for (a) identifying new marine protected areas (MPA), (b) reporting the MPA 
options to the Parliament for review and (c) the 12-week period of public consultation. 

 (S4W-05755) 

Richard Lochhead: As indicated in my ministerial statement on the creation of a network of Marine 
Protected Areas, which was laid in Parliament on 1 September 2010, the aim is to make significant 
progress towards identifying Nature Conservation MPA proposals to complete the network by the end 
of 2012. In accordance with section 103 of the Marine (Scotland) Act, Scottish ministers will report to 
Parliament on progress at the end of 2012, and then take decisions based on the recommendations 
and it is envisaged that a 12 week public consultation of MPAs proposed for designation will be held in 
2013. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what proposed new (a) special areas of conservation and (b) marine protected areas (MPA) are in 
Shetland and what stakeholders have (i) been invited to take part and (ii) taken part in workshops to 
discuss the MPA search locations. 

 (S4W-05757) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the timeline is for identifying new special areas of conservation. 

 (S4W-05766) 

Richard Lochhead: Five proposals for Special Areas of Conservation have been approved by 
Scottish Ministers for public consultation. This includes the Pobie Bank Reef approximately 12nm east 
of Shetland. Further details can be found at http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4537. No MPA proposals 
have yet been finalised as work to develop an MPA network is still at the stage of identifying search 
locations. There is currently a search location near Fetlar in Shetland. 

A full list of stakeholder interests that have attended, as well as those who have been invited but 
have not attended, MPA workshops is available online: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork/engagement/attendees. 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4537
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork/engagement/attendees


 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
action it is taking to promote fibre sharing in order to roll out broadband. 

 (S4W-05770) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government will ensure that fibre infrastructure procured through the 
implementation of Scotland’s Digital Future – Infrastructure Action Plan will be truly “open access” in 
nature. This is a stipulation of the current Highlands and Islands broadband procurement and will be a 
stipulation in the forthcoming procurement for the rest of Scotland. We wish to see the deployment of 
interoperable, fully “open access” fibre networks as we recognise that networks with these 
characteristics have the potential to facilitate improved broadband access throughout Scotland. 

The requirement to share infrastructure is, however, a regulatory issue which is currently reserved to 
the UK Government and Ofcom. The Scottish Government therefore has no jurisdiction in this regard. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many financial penalties were imposed on farmers for failing to observe cross-compliance standards 
under the Single Farm Payment scheme in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10 and (c) 2010-11 and have been 
imposed in 2011-12. 

 (S4W-05873) 

Richard Lochhead: The following table provides details of the number of payment reductions 
imposed on farmers for failing to observe cross compliance requirements and standards. 

Number of Payment Reductions Imposed on Farmers 
Cross compliance 
year

1
 

 

2008 250 

2009 429 

2010 323 

2011
2
 304 

2012
3
 44 

Notes: 
1.

.
The cross compliance year follows the calendar year. 

2. Inspection findings for the 2011 have still to be finalised, details correct as of 28 February 2012. 
3. Figures for the first two months of the 2012 inspections year, details correct as of 28 February 2012. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what third parties have recently proposed a new marine protected area; how many have been 
proposed, and which of these are in Shetland. 

 (S4W-05756) 

Richard Lochhead: Thirty third party proposals have been received, where 27 are for nature 
conservation and three are for demonstration and research. The only one in Shetland is the Fair Isle 
demonstration and research proposal from The Fair Isle Marine Environment and Tourism Initiative. 
Small Isles Community Council, Community of Arran Seabed Trust, Scottish Sea Angling 
Conservation Network, National Trust for Scotland, Marine Conservation Society, Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation Society and Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust (jointly submitted), and RSPB have 
submitted a total of 27 nature conservation MPA proposals. The two other demonstration and 
research MPAs have been proposed by Scottish Sea Angling Conservation Network and Lorn 
Environmental Action Forum. 

Governance and Communities 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the impact has been of the British Sign Language and Linguistic Access Working 
Group’s report, The Long and Winding Road - A Roadmap to British Sign Language & Linguistic 
Access in Scotland. 



 (S4W-05534) 

Michael Matheson: The BSL Roadmap has helped identify and inform issues and allowed the 
Scottish Government and many other agencies in the community to develop policy and strategies to 
help improve the lives of BSL users and people who have a sensory impairment. 

Since the introduction of the Roadmap, the Scottish Government has (this list is illustrative but not 
exhaustive): 

officially recognised BSL as a language (5 March 2010); 

worked with Third Sector partners in piloting a number of sensory impairment one-stop-shops across 
Scotland; 

joined a newly created working group looking at lipreading provision, the availability of lipreading tutors 
and re-establishment of a lipreading tutors training course in Scotland; 

worked with organisations representing BSL users, as well as the wider sensory impaired community, 
to assist and support users to gain a full understanding and awareness of Self Directed Support; 

made improvements in Audiology services, including the development of quality standards; 

established a pilot to consider the practicalities and benefits of establishing a local record of deaf 
children with the aim of ensuring their needs are addressed in a more “joined up” way across health, 
education, etc; 

considered how best to respond to some of the issues affecting families with Deaf babies, and 

set up a Languages Working Group to advise on how we can deliver on our commitment to strengthen 
language learning in Scotland, whereby all children should have the opportunity to learn two 
languages in addition to their first language which, for some children, will be BSL. 

NHS Health Scotland has:  

commissioned and published a literature review “Researching Models of BSL Interpreting in the UK 
and Beyond” which presented various options for providing BSL interpreting using new technologies; 

developed the Competency Framework for Interpreting as part of the Translating, Interpreting and 
Communication Support (TICS) Joint Action Group, which provides guidance for those working with 
patients with preferred communication other than spoken English, including British Sign Language; 

continued to facilitate sharing of good practice in communication support between NHS boards 
through the TICS Joint Action Group, and 

begun developing a new programme of work to ensure communication preferences are recorded and 
actions are taken to overcome communication and physical barriers to health related appointments 
and consultations. 

NHS 24 is in the process of establishing a pilot for remote BSL interpreting.  

Other aspects influenced by the Roadmap include:   

two cohorts of Deaf students have completed the Heriot-Watt University Graduate Diploma in Training 
of BSL Tutors; 

Heriot-Watt University is introducing an undergraduate course in British Sign Language (Interpreting, 
Translating and Applied Language Studies) with support from the Scottish Funding Council;   

the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) has a suite of standalone National Qualifications Units in 
learning British Sign Language, and  

SQA has validated a professional development award designed to develop skills in British Sign 
Language which was made available to centres in August 2011. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what proportion 
of the 6,000 affordable homes to be built in each year of the current parliamentary session will be fully 
accessible to wheelchair users. 

 (S4W-05759) 



Keith Brown: Within our Strategy and Action Plan Homes Fit for the 21st Century we have 
highlighted the importance of new supply to meet the needs of our people. In particular we recognise 
the requirement to produce enough specialist or adapted housing for older and disabled people. 

It is, however, not possible to say what proportion of the 6,000 affordable homes to be built within 
each year of the current parliamentary session will be fully accessible to wheelchair users. Local 
authorities are currently bringing forward local housing strategies, informed by housing need and 
demand assessments which will inform investment decisions about where and what type of housing is 
required. Through this process local authorities should ensure sufficient fully accessible properties are 
available to allow disabled people more freedom and choice over where they want to live. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
considers that the prudential borrowing regime would allow local authorities to borrow in order to 
invest in renewable energy generation with a view to repaying the debt through the income from 
energy sales. 

 (S4W-05835) 

John Swinney: Legislation permits local authorities to borrow for capital expenditure, and places a 
statutory duty on a local authority to have regard to the CIPFA Prudential Code when determining the 
maximum amount it can afford to allocate to capital expenditure. Whether a local authority is able to 
borrow in order to invest in renewable energy generation will depend on the nature of the investment 
and if the expenditure can be capitalised in accordance with proper accounting practices. 

 

Paul Martin (Glasgow Provan) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it has 
spent on taxis since May 2011. 

 (S4W-05898) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government spent £188,347 on taxis from May 2011 until the end of 
January 2012. 

By comparison, the spend for May 2010 to the end of January 2011 was £228,518.The Scottish 
Government is committed to ensuring that it obtains value for money from its expenditure on travel for 
official purposes. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what access doctors 
who have been on-call have to rest facilities in each (a) hospital and (b) NHS board, broken down by 
type of rest facility. 

 (S4W-05400) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-05399 on 28 February 2012. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many cases of E. coli there have been in each of the last three years, broken down by 
NHS board. 

 (S4W-05496) 

Michael Matheson: Health Protection Scotland (HPS) receives laboratory notifications of positive 
cases of E. coli bacteraemia and culture positive cases of E. coli O157 infection.  

The figures requested in relation to E. coli bacteraemia are as follows: 

Health Board 2008* 2009* 2010 Total 

Ayrshire and Arran 195 215 223 633 

Borders 65 93 89 247 

Dumfries and Galloway 84 55 82 221 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Health Board 2008* 2009* 2010 Total 

Fife 161 215 218 594 

Forth Valley 160 217 236 613 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 5 10 7 22 

Grampian 78 288 309 675 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 930 983 1026 2939 

Highland 33 113 124 270 

Lanarkshire 248 423 402 1073 

Lothian  275 522 507 1304 

Orkney 2 1 5 8 

Tayside 262 335 356 953 

Western Isles 1 16 18 35 

Total 2,499 3,486 3,602 9,587 

Note: Increased reporting (of E. coli bacteraemia) was observed from 2008 to 2009 as electronic 
reporting became fully established in Scotland in this period. Thus, increases in the number of cases 
from 2008 to 2009 may to some degree reflect increased reporting rather than increases in actual 
numbers of cases. 

The following figures relate to gastrointestinal infections with E. coli O157, identified from stool 
samples. Data is provided for 2009-2011, although 2011 data is provisional*  

Health Board 2009 2010 2011* Total 

Ayrshire and Arran 22 20 20 62 

Borders 5 3 5 13 

Dumfries and Galloway 12 18 20 50 

Fife 15 21 12 48 

Forth Valley 6 6 18 30 

Grampian 60 48 43 151 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 30 33 45 108 

Highland 12 24 13 49 

Lanarkshire 19 14 38 71 

Lothian  21 12 22 55 

Orkney 3 2 0 5 

Shetland 0 0 0 0 

Tayside 32 11 17 60 

Western Isles 0 0 0 0 

Total 237 212 253 702 

 
 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive on how many occasions hospital wards have had to close due to E. coli infection in the last 
three years, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-05497) 

Michael Matheson: NHS boards report Healthcare Associated Infection outbreaks and ward 
closures to Health Protection Scotland (HPS).  

HPS have received no reports of ward closures as a result of E.coli in the last three years. Reports 
are submitted on a voluntary basis and therefore this data may not necessarily be comprehensive. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, in light of the findings of the King’s Fund report, Long-term conditions and mental health: 
The cost of co-morbidities, what assessment it has made of NHS spend on mental health problems in 
people with long-term conditions. 

 (S4W-05681) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and 
provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of 



policy. The management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local 
spending priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. 

People with a mental health problem and long-term condition will benefit from the record investment 
and the range of improvements being delivered as part of the Scottish Government’s wider health and 
mental health improvement programmes, including the Healthcare Quality Strategy. 

The Scottish Government provided £548,000 funding to 2011 for the three year Living Better 
partnership project led by RCGP Scotland to help local primary care services improve detection and 
diagnosis of mental health problems in people living with long term conditions such as diabetes, 
chronic heart disease, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (www.livingbetter-scotland.org.uk). 

We are also currently considering consultation responses on the future direction of our mental health 
strategy to 2015. The consultation document recognised the importance of delivering key outcomes 
such as ensuring mental health services work well with, and are integrated in, other services and 
settings, and that people and communities act to protect and promote their mental health to reduce the 
likelihood that they will become unwell. Detailed plans will be set out in the final strategy which will be 
published in the spring. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it is aware of patients requiring treatment for immunological and allergy conditions being sent 
to Newcastle and, if so, for what reason this treatment cannot be accessed in Scotland. 

 (S4W-05758) 

Michael Matheson: Our generic approach to the management of all long-term conditions is about 
making sure people get services which are responsive to their needs and which can be provided as 
locally as possible, with ready access to specialist services where necessary. 

In Scotland, consultant-led adult immunology and allergy services are available in Aberdeen, 
Dundee, and Glasgow. They deal with a very small number of people who experience near-fatal 
allergic reactions, or those that occur under a general anaesthetic. They provide highly specialist 
investigations, such as skin testing and the investigation of specialist antibodies and immune cell 
function. These services also take referrals from other areas across Scotland. 

There is also a small consultant-led allergy service available in Edinburgh. However, NHS Lothian 
has said that adults living with immunological and allergy conditions in Lothian can also be referred to 
The Royal Victoria Infirmary in Newcastle under out-of-area referral arrangements for specialist 
opinion. 

In addition, NHS Lothian has said that it is currently exploring options for the extending provision of 
locally managed and delivered specialist allergy and immunology services. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what vitamin distribution 
programmes there are for young children. 

 (S4W-05856) 

Michael Matheson: Vitamin supplementation is available to some at-risk groups through the 
Healthy Start scheme. This scheme was introduced in 2005, to replace the Welfare Food scheme and 
is a highly successful UK-wide government programme to improve the health of low-income pregnant 
women and families with young children. At present, Healthy Start vouchers are provided to pregnant 
women, breastfeeding mothers and families with children under five on income related benefits. All 
young women who are under eighteen and pregnant are also eligible, regardless of income. The 
scheme provides vouchers for fresh milk, fresh and frozen fruit and vegetables, infant formula milk and 
vitamins. Under the terms of the National Health Service Regulations 1976, Healthy Start vitamins can 
be sold to non-beneficiaries at 10% above cost price or provided free of charge at the discretion of 
NHS boards. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it carries out 
inequalities analyses of immunisation uptake. 

http://www.livingbetter-scotland.org.uk/


 (S4W-05857) 

Michael Matheson: ISD Scotland publishes statistics on Childhood Immunisation uptake. These 
statistic include analysis of uptake by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD). 

The latest statistics are for calendar year 2010 and are available in the Publication Report published 
at:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2011-03-24/Immunisation-Report-
Oct-Dec-2010.pdf. 

No other inequalities analyses of childhood immunisation data are carried out by ISD. Data on 
ethnicity and disability are not currently recorded on the Scottish Immunisation and Recall System 
(SIRS). 

Learning and Justice 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it is 
providing to local authorities to ensure sufficient availability of supply teachers. 

 (S4O-00737) 

Alasdair Allan: The government conducts an annual teacher workforce planning exercise to 
determine how many teachers to train to ensure sufficient availability of teachers, including supply 
teachers. 

The recruitment and deployment of teachers is a matter for local authorities. 

Despite UK funding cuts, local government’s share of the 2011-12 Scottish Budget was preserved at 
2010-11 levels following year on year increases since 2007-08. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-02560 by Angela Constance on 21 September 2011, for what reason 
information on the number of kinship carers of looked-after children is not held centrally. 

 (S4W-05378) 

Aileen Campbell: The Children Looked After Statistics collect information only on the number of 
children and young people in kinship care, reflecting the Scottish Government’s need to trace 
information about children and young people who require statutory intervention and care. Information 
on formal carers is held by local authorities, who are responsible for commissioning care. 

There is no routine collection by the Scottish Government of children in informal looked after 
arrangements. An estimate of the total number of kinship carers will be possible from data provided by 
the 2011 census due later this year. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it 
is doing to support victims of cyberbullying. 

 (S4W-05508) 

Alasdair Allan: The Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 (as amended) 
places a duty on education authorities to identify, meet and provide for the additional support needs of 
all children for whose school education they are responsible, and to tailor provision according to the 
child’s individual needs. This includes children whose additional support needs relate to incidents of 
bullying. 

In addition, the Scottish Government provides funding to Childline to provide the bullying helpline 
which provides confidential advice, information and support to children and young people affected by 
any type of bullying. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it has had discussions with organisations regarding cyberbullying in the last five years and, if 
so, what organisations. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2011-03-24/Immunisation-Report-Oct-Dec-2010.pdf
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Child-Health/Publications/2011-03-24/Immunisation-Report-Oct-Dec-2010.pdf


 (S4W-05509) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Anti-Bullying Steering Group is co-ordinated by the Scottish 
Government and meets three to four times per year. The group aims is to steer, co-ordinate and 
promote developments in anti-bullying work, including cyberbullying. 

The group includes representatives from Scottish Government; Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities; Association of Directors of Education in Scotland; Scotland’s Commissioner for Children 
and Young People; Education Scotland; Care Commission; Equality and Human rights Commission; 
Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland; Community Learning and Development Managers 
Scotland; respectme; CHILDREN 1ST; Centre for Excellence for Looked After Children in Scotland; 
LGBT Youth Scotland; Scottish Association for Mental Health; Children’s Parliament, and Youth 
Scotland. 

Through its membership of the United Kingdom Council for Child Internet Safety, the Scottish 
Government has also had discussions with internet organisations, including representatives from 
social network providers, about cyberbullying. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it 
is doing to prevent cyberbullying. 

 (S4W-05510) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government funds the national anti-bullying service, Respectme, that 
works with organisations across Scotland, including schools and local authorities, to give them the 
practical skills and confidence to deal with any bullying behaviour including cyberbullying. Respectme 
offers free training at events across Scotland for any adult who has a role to play in the lives of 
children and young people, including a training programme on cyberbullying. 

Online safety is monitored by the Scottish Government-led Stakeholder Group on Child Internet 
Safety which includes representatives from the police, Young Scot, Respectme, Education Scotland, 
local authorities and Scottish Government policy leads. Cyberbullying is an action area identified by 
the stakeholder group.  The group works with Respectme, to support those working in schools, local 
authorities and children’s services to build capacity to prevent and tackle bullying effectively, including 
cyberbullying, through training, policy development and making publications and information available 
through their website. 

In partnership with the Scottish Anti-Bullying Steering Group, the Scottish Government published “A 
National Approach to Anti-Bullying for Scotland’s Children and Young People” in November 2010. The 
purpose is to communicate and promote a common vision and aims, and to make sure that work 
across all agencies is consistently and coherently contributing to a holistic approach to all types of 
anti-bullying work in Scotland. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government in the last five years regarding the prevention of 
cyberbullying. 

 (S4W-05511) 

Alasdair Allan: The UK Council for Child Internet Safety was established in September of 2008 and 
brings together over 170 organisations and individuals from government, industry, law enforcement, 
academia and charities – including groups representing parents and children. Through its membership 
of the United Kingdom Council for Child Internet Safety, the Scottish Government has had discussions 
with internet organisations, including representatives from social network providers, about 
cyberbullying. 

The Scottish Government sits on the executive board of UKCCIS which is responsible for identifying 
priority areas of work and setting strategic direction. The executive board meets every six weeks. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it 
is doing to assist schools in protecting pupils from cyberbullying. 



 (S4W-05513) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government funds the national anti-bullying service, respectme, that 
works with organisations across Scotland, including schools and local authorities, to give them the 
practical skills and confidence to deal with any bullying behaviour including cyberbullying. Respectme 
offer free training at events across Scotland for any adult who has a role to play in the lives of children 
and young people, including a training programme on cyberbullying. 

In partnership with the Scottish Anti-Bullying Steering Group, the Scottish Government published “A 
National Approach to Anti-Bullying for Scotland’s Children and Young People” in November 2010. The 
purpose is to communicate and promote a common vision and aims, and to make sure that work 
across all agencies is consistently and coherently contributing to a holistic approach to all types of 
anti-bullying work in Scotland. 

To support implementation of Curriculum for Excellence, Education Scotland provides information to 
teachers, parents and young people on all aspects of internet safety and responsible use. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning has formed an advisory group to consider the future of 
online resources and a national intranet for education. 

 (S4W-05794) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether an advisory 
group was set up to consider and advise on the future of Glow and, if so, when it was formed; how 
many times it has met; what organisations are represented on the group; what the membership is; 
what the selection criteria were for membership, and whether minutes were taken of the meetings. 

 (S4W-05796) 

Michael Russell: The development of Glow is based on wide ranging engagement with the 
education community including teachers, learners, parents and IT experts. I have listened to their 
advice and agree that Glow must evolve to become more dynamic and flexible, taking advantage of 
readily available tools and service that already exist on the web. 

The development of Glow is more than just the tools, it is about changing culture, practice and 
behaviours. That is why it is set in the wider context of delivering against five ICT in Education 
objectives, governed by an ICT in Education Programme Board. The membership of the Programme 
Board includes Scottish Government officials, representatives from Education Scotland and the 
Association of Directors of Education in Scotland. Minutes of the board’s meetings are taken. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the business 
rationale was for abandoning the Glow replacement procurement exercise. 

 (S4W-05803) 

Michael Russell: The development of Glow is based on engagement with the education community 
to establish a joint future vision for Glow. 

The decision to stop the procured solution for the next Glow was based on ensuring best value for 
money and educational outcomes from our spending on ICT in education. Investing in the glue to bind 
together tools and resources that are readily available on the web will ensure that Glow becomes 
more dynamic and flexible and keeps pace with rapidly evolving developments in ICT. 

Our plans for Glow and our objectives for ICT in Education will enable us to focus our approach and 
invest in a way that delivers outcomes that matter for Scotland’s children and young people. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will protect the 
investment in resources on Glow to date when it is migrated to the new platform. 

 (S4W-05804) 



Michael Russell: The new Glow solution will connect users to existing national resources and they 
will continue to be able to access nationally procured content. There will also be a data migration 
solution available to users to transfer user generated content. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive who will take day-to-day 
responsibility for maintenance of the user base of the Glow replacement and who will operate the 
platform. 

 (S4W-05806) 

Michael Russell: The user base will be part of the scope for new authentication service for Glow, 
which is currently being procured. The contract will set out management responsibilities. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what system will replace 
Glow and whether this will retain the national user identity and authentication system. 

 (S4W-05808) 

Michael Russell: The new Glow solution will include a managed authentication service which will 
allow registered users to access an integrated applications suite comprising of tools, services and 
content. 

The procurement of the new Glow authentication service was announced on 24 February and is 
currently being advertised to suppliers under the Lot 2 of the Scottish Government IT Managed 
Services Framework. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will 
continue to support outdoor learning under the Curriculum for Excellence and whether an Outdoor 
Learning Development Officer will remain in post in the next financial year. 

 (S4W-05823) 

Michael Russell: We remain committed to promoting outdoor learning as a valuable context for 
learning in Curriculum for Excellence. Education Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage and other 
partners are continuing to provide practical support and both the Scottish Studies Working Group and 
the One Planet Schools Working Group have made strong connections with outdoor learning which 
reinforce the value and importance of outdoor learning to Curriculum for Excellence. 

Education Scotland will continue to support the implementation of curriculum for excellence through 
outdoor learning and work with partners to support the Outdoor Learning Implementation Group and 
the Outdoor Learning National Network. These have been established to provide advice and support 
to local authorities and partners involved in outdoor learning. 

In the next financial year, Education Scotland intends to maintain a Development Officer with the 
capacity to promote outdoor learning as an approach to delivering Curriculum for Excellence. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much of the 
additional £8 million in funding to the Scottish Funding Council in 2012-13 to help colleges deliver their 
Opportunities for All commitments will be allocated to students with learning disabilities aged (a) 16 to 
19 and (b) over 19. 

 (S4W-05827) 

Michael Russell: Detailed decisions on the allocation of this funding have not yet been made, 
although the priority age group for college places, in line with our plans for Putting Learners at the 
Centre, will be 16 to 19-year-olds. 

Colleges exist to help people towards employment and we have made clear that this should include 
everyone, regardless of whether they might have learning or other disabilities. We have also made 
clear the value we place on non-recognised qualifications where they provide an access route to 
employment, including for people with disabilities and that, where this is the case, we expect such 
provision to be protected. 



 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many young people 
have been identified as not in employment, education or training in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-05862) 

Michael Russell: The Annual Population Survey (APS) is the official source for data on people not 
in education, employment or training. Table 1 shows the latest published estimates from the APS, 
covering the period January to December 2010, of the numbers of people aged 16 to 19 not in 
education, employment or training in Scotland. Estimates are provided for the latest calendar year and 
previous calendar years back to 2007. 

APS data for the 2011 calendar year (January to December) will be released in June 2012. 

Table 1: Number of People Aged 16 to 19 Not in Education, Employment or Training, Scotland 2007-
10 

Year Level 

2007 32,000 

2008 31,000 

2009 36,000 

2010 36,000 

Source: Annual Population Survey, January to December datasets. 
Note:  
1. Estimates are rounded to the nearest thousand. 
2. The survey sample sizes for these estimates are small; hence the estimates are subject to a high 
degree of sampling error. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what recent discussions it 
has had with Historic Scotland concerning staffing matters. 

 (S4O-00758) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Government and Historic Scotland officials have met recently to discuss 
recent media coverage of bullying at the Agency. Historic Scotland takes allegations of bullying very 
seriously. Its policy on bullying and harassment in the workplace reflects that of the Scottish 
Government and provides a number of ways for staff to raise concerns or complaints. 

Where cases of alleged bullying of Historic Scotland staff are raised formally, including through the 
trade unions, these are investigated fully. There are currently no active cases under investigation. 

The trade unions and Historic Scotland’s management are fully committed to their partnership 
agreement. This provides regular opportunities for both sides to discuss the health and welfare of 
staff. 

Yesterday I also spoke at the Historic Scotland Conference when the Agency launched its corporate 
plan for 2012-15. Central to the plan is the Agency working with stakeholders to fulfil the wide-ranging 
statutory responsibilities of Scottish ministers in relation to the historic environment. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what it considers would be sufficient support for the inclusion of a full devolution question, 
as referred to on page 15 of Your Scotland, Your Referendum. 

 (S4W-05517) 

Bruce Crawford: Your Scotland, Your Referendum specifically seeks views on the inclusion of a 
second question in the referendum and the voting system that could be used. All responses will be 
analysed and considered at the end of the consultation period, along with any other available 
evidence, to inform the government’s final proposals for the referendum which will be put to 
Parliament in early 2013. 

As the First Minister told Parliament on 25 January 2012 if there is an alternative of maximum 
devolution that would command wide support in Scotland it is only fair and democratic that that option 
should be among the choices that are open to the people of Scotland. 



 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive for what reason the regulated period in the Draft Referendum (Scotland) Bill has been set at 
16 weeks and not the 34 weeks suggested in the previous Draft Referendum (Scotland) Bill that was 
published in February 2010. 

 (S4W-05520) 

Bruce Crawford: The draft Bill published in February 2010 did not set a referendum period of 34 
weeks. The proposed period was described as beginning two weeks after Royal Assent and ending on 
the day of the referendum. 

The proposals in the Scottish Government’s consultation Your Scotland, Your Referendum and the 
draft Referendum (Scotland) Bill were developed in light of comments received on the 2010 
consultation and the experience of the Welsh Assembly and AV Referendums in 2011. As part of its 
report into the AV Referendum, published in October 2011, the Electoral Commission recommended 
on page 107 that “the statutory minimum referendum period should be at least  
16 weeks”. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive (a) how many and (b) what percentage of freedom of information enquiries received by it in 
the last six months have been answered (i) within and (ii) outwith 20 working days of receipt. 

 (S4W-05958) 

Brian Adam: In the six months ending on 27 February 2012 we received 873 freedom of information 
requests. 732 (84%) were answered within 20 working days of receipt and 141 (16%) were answered 
outwith that deadline. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many freedom of information requests it is dealing with and how many of these have 
not been answered within 20 working days of receipt. 

 (S4W-05959) 

Brian Adam: As at 27 February 2012 we were dealing with 135 freedom of information requests, 22 
(16%) of which have not been answered within 20 working days of receipt. 

Transport Scotland 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what impact the 
Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement Programme will have on existing rail services in Glasgow. 

 (S4O-00747) 

Keith Brown: The Edinburgh Glasgow Rail Improvement Programme (EGIP) is a comprehensive 
programme of improvements to Scotland’s railway infrastructure, rolling stock and service provision 
which will provide a major boost to the wealth of Scotland and its long term economic sustainability. 

The EGIP timetable is currently under development, this work will continue up to the introduction of 
services. The current operating assumptions include Cumbernauld Line services operating from 
Glasgow Queen Street Low level station, and the introduction of a suite of new Glasgow to Croy local 
services. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress it has made in delivering improvements in port, road and rail infrastructure to support 
Grangemouth’s role as Scotland’s largest port and main freight distribution centre. 

 (S4O-00748) 

Alex Neil: Progress is being made in delivering the transport connections which are a main 
component of the development. Transport Scotland is in discussion with Falkirk Council on potential 



improvements at Junctions 5 and 6 of the M9. Falkirk Council has prepared designs for improvements 
to Glensburgh Road and Earls Gate roundabout at Junction 6 of the M9. 

The A801 Avon Gorge link road (M9 - M8 link) has secured planning permission and all the land 
required in Falkirk and West Lothian has been acquired. 

The Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) recommends improved access to Grangemouth 
port and freight hub, allowing larger containers to be transported by rail. This project will be taken 
forward subject to affordability and the transport allocation in future Spending Reviews. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
it will spend in (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13 and (c) 2013-14 on promoting sustainable and active travel 
and how much of the money will arise from the Barnett consequentials received as a result of UK 
Government spending decisions on road transport. 

 (S4W-05417) 

Keith Brown: The following table provides a breakdown of the levels of funding which directly 
support the promotion of sustainable and active travel, including a note of the contribution made by 
Barnett Consequentials funding. 

£m 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Sustainable and Active Travel 25.1 16.0 25.0 

Barnett Consequentials - 4.0 5.0 

Future Transport Fund:  
Low carbon vehicles 
Cycling infrastructure 

 
- 
- 

 
1.0 
1.5 

 
1.75 
1.25 

Total 25.1 22.5 33.0 

 
 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
support it has given to hydrogen-fuelled vehicles and associated infrastructure since 2007. 

 (S4W-05471) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is technology-neutral in supporting the transition to low 
carbon vehicles, recognising that a range of technology options are likely to be required in order to 
meet ambitious emissions reduction targets. 

We made £4.3 million of funding available in 2010-11 to enable Scotland’s public services to 
purchase 145 low carbon vehicles, including cars, vans and street sweepers, and install 74 charging 
points across the country. This scheme was open to all alternative fuel technologies, including 
hydrogen. 

Additionally, we made £4.4 million available under the Scottish Green Bus Fund in 2010-11. This will 
fund 48 new hybrid vehicles for introduction by August 2012. The Fund was open to hydrogen 
powered vehicles, although none were procured due to the high relative cost compared to hybrid 
alternatives. A second round of the scheme was announced on 17 January 2012, with a budget of £2 
million. This will also be open to hydrogen powered vehicles. 

The Scottish Government continues to engage with stakeholders in the low carbon transport, 
renewables and energy sectors to ensure that new transport technologies not only deliver emissions 
reduction for transport but support the Scottish Government’s wider agenda of efficient energy storage 
and use. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to the fourth supplementary to question S4F-00432 by the First Minister on 2 
February 2012 (Official Report, c. 6045), what the value of the subcontracts awarded for the Forth 
Replacement Crossing project is and what the value is for subcontracts given to firms in Scotland. 

 (S4W-05504) 



Keith Brown: Two hundred and twenty-two Scottish firms have so far benefitted from either sub 
contracts or supply orders associated with the Forth Crossing. 

The value of individual subcontracts and supply orders awarded is a matter for Forth Crossing 
Bridge Constructors. 

As of 15 February 2012, FCBC have advised Transport Scotland that nine months into the six year 
contract about £23 million of subcontracts have been awarded to Scottish companies and about £13 
million of supply orders. It is expected that more subcontracts and supply orders will be awarded to 
Scottish companies as the project continues. 

In total about £140 million of subcontracts and about £20 million of supply orders have been issued. 

A breakdown of individual subcontracts is not available. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to the fourth supplementary to question S4F-00432 by the First Minister on 2 
February 2012 (Official Report, c. 6045), what the value of the supply orders awarded for the principal 
contract for Forth Replacement Crossing project is and what the value is of supply orders given to 
firms in Scotland. 

 (S4W-05505) 

Keith Brown: As of 15 February 2012, about £20 million of supply orders have been awarded as 
part of the Principal Contract for the Forth Replacement Crossing. About £13 million of these orders 
were to Scottish companies. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the evaluation of the bids for supplying steel for the Forth Replacement Crossing took 
account of carbon emissions associated with the bids and, if so, whether this included an analysis of 
emissions resulting from transportation of the steel and the manufacturing processes. 

 (S4W-05555) 

Keith Brown: Total carbon emissions were taken into account at the tender stage for the FRC 
Principal Contract. A similar assessment will be made following completion and if this shows that the 
cost associated with any total carbon emission is greater than FCBC’s tender estimate, a financial 
penalty will be imposed. 

The evaluation of bids for steel supply is a matter for the Forth Replacement Crossing Principal 
Contractor, FCBC. 

 

Colin Keir (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people are currently employed directly on the Forth Crossing Project and how many are 
expected to be employed during construction. 

 (S4W-05638) 

Keith Brown: As of 10 February 2012, the Forth Replacement Crossing (FRC) project is directly 
employing 384 people on site. Information provided by the main FRC contractors indicates that at its 
peak, the FRC project will directly support 1,200 jobs. 

Neither the current figure of 384 nor the peak figure of 1,200 takes into account the additional large 
number of people who will be working for the 222 Scottish firms working in the subcontracting and 
supply chain for the project. 

Every year until its completion in 2016, the Principal Contract will deliver an annual average of 45 
vocational training positions, 21 professional body training places and 46 positions for the long-term 
unemployed, as well as providing further scope to maximise modern apprenticeship opportunities. 

 



Colin Keir (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many subcontracts for the Forth Crossing have been awarded to Scottish firms by Forth Crossing 
Bridge Constructors. 

 (S4W-05639) 

Keith Brown: As of 15 February 2012, 123 subcontracts have been awarded to Scottish firms by 
the Contractors working on the Forth Replacement Crossing Project. Of these, 50 have been awarded 
by Forth Crossing Bridge Constructors. 

 

Colin Keir (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many subcontracts for the Forth Crossing are currently advertised on the Public Contracts Scotland 
advertising portal. 

 (S4W-05640) 

Keith Brown: As of 10 February 2012 there were 88 subcontract opportunities advertised on the 
Public Contracts Scotland portal. The portal is regularly updated with new opportunities. Between the 
10 February and the 23 February 2012 eight new opportunities were added to the PCS portal. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what clarification it sought from the European Commission on whether state aid rules were applicable 
prior to the (a) establishment and (b) extension of the road equivalent tariff pilot. 

 (S4W-05749) 

Keith Brown: We have previously made clear to the European Commission details of the Road 
Equivalent Tariff (RET) pilot to the Western Isles, Coll and Tiree. The European Commission noted 
our position and did not raise objections or ask for any further clarification. Consequently, it is 
considered that there is no further need for contact with the European Commission on this issue. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when it will announce its response to Rail 2014 - Public Consultation. 

 (S4W-05762) 

Keith Brown: The consultation closed on 20 February 2012 and it is only right that we respect the 
people who responded and take time to consider what they had to say before we come to conclusions. 
The Scottish Government’s response will be set out to Parliament in due course. 

The consultation is part of the ongoing considerations for how to contract for rail passenger services, 
and what infrastructure improvements are required, from 2014. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what its position is on the future of the rail stations in the Glasgow commuter area that were 
referred to in paragraph 7.10 of Rail 2014 - Public Consultation. 

 (S4W-05763) 

Keith Brown: We have no plans to close stations in Glasgow. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many responses to Rail 2014 - Public Consultation there have been. 

 (S4W-05765) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland have received over 1,200 responses. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-05403 


