
Friday 3 February 2012 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many public procurement portals there are in Scotland and how many fall within the responsibility of 
the Scottish Government. 

 (S4W-05152) 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
consideration it has given to a single public procurement portal for Scotland. 

 (S4W-05153) 

Alex Neil: In 2008, the Scottish Government launched Public Contracts Scotland (PCS) as a free-of-
charge portal that allows public sector organisations to advertise their public contracting opportunities 
in a standard format, and provides businesses with easy access to those contract opportunities. Since 
the launch, over 400 public bodies have placed almost 19,000 contract opportunities on PCS and over 
61,500 suppliers are now registered. Public Contracts Scotland is the only procurement portal for 
which the Government is responsible. 

At the time of the launch of PCS many organisations had their own arrangements for advertising 
contract opportunities, including portals in some cases. Most organisations now use PCS to advertise 
contracts, however there are some exceptions such as:  

Strathclyde Fire Brigade http://strathclydefire.g2b.info/; 
South Lanarkshire Council http://southlanarkshire.g2b.info/; 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport 
http://spt.g2b.info/cgi-gen/profile.pl?action=view_profile&oid=4377#6, and  
the Glasgow Business Portal  http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/businessportal  

The Scottish Government is clear that there should be a presumption against public sector bodies 
purchasing new services similar to those offered free of charge via PCS (recognising that some public 
bodies have existing alternative systems whose contract has yet to expire), and that, as part of the 
cycle of procurement improvement and best practice, all organisations not already using PCS should 
plan to do so. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will publish details of its proposed sustainable procurement Bill. 

 (S4W-05154) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Executive will introduce a sustainable procurement Bill during the lifetime of 
the current Parliament. We anticipate that a formal consultation on the policy content will be held at 
the earliest possible opportunity. 

 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many contracts have been awarded to small businesses through public procurement in each year 
since 2007. 

 (S4W-05155) 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the total value has been of contracts awarded to small businesses through public procurement in each 
year since 2007. 

 (S4W-05156) 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many contracts have been awarded to microbusinesses through public procurement in each year 
since 2007. 



 (S4W-05158) 

Margaret McCulloch (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the total value has been of contracts awarded to microbusinesses through public procurement in each 
year since 2007. 

 (S4W-05159) 

Alex Neil: A micro business is defined as an enterprise which employs fewer than 10 persons. 
Small enterprises are those that employ 10 to 49 persons. 

Public Contracts Scotland has only recorded data on contracts awarded to companies by their size 
since late 2010. A breakdown of the number of contract awards to small and micro businesses for the 
years available is given in the following table. 

 2010 2011 2012 (1– 27 Jan) 

Small 384 (26.6%) 2808 (30.1%) 181 (24%) 

Micro 242 (16.8%) 2215 (24%) 275 (36.3%) 

Total contract 
awards 

1,443 9,211 754 

 

It is not possible to record the value of contracts awarded to suppliers through Public Contracts 
Scotland. This is due to a number of reasons, for example: the contract value is often an estimate 
(since the actual use of the contract cannot be determined exactly in advance); and in framework 
contracts, or contracts won by a consortium of businesses, the actual spend with the individual 
suppliers will not correlate to the estimated overall value of the contract recorded in the system. 

 

Governance and Communities 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive on what information it based its decision to remove funding from 
Borderline for 2012-13. 

 (S4W-05102) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Ministers intend to offer Borderline funding support of £50,000 per annum 
over the Spending Review period. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people have received incorrect home energy reports from the Energy Saving Trust as a result of 
a computer malfunction and when the problem will be resolved. 

 (S4W-05133) 

Alex Neil: To date, the Energy Saving Trust have received around 90 complaints from customers 
about obvious inaccuracies in their Home Energy Checks (HECs) that are due primarily to the 
computer malfunction. This is out of a total of 54,000 HECs issued. 

The problem, which relates to paper HECs scanned and uploaded in the last few weeks only, has 
already been identified and the contractor responsible for the computer system is taking steps to 
resolve it. The EST have in the meantime stopped processing paper HECs until they receive 
confirmation that the problem has been resolved. They will then send updated reports, with a letter of 
explanation, to all those whose Home Energy Report was significantly in error. We expect that normal 
service will have resumed by the week commencing 6 February 2012. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to carry 
out a business and regulatory impact assessment on the proposed public health levy. 

 (S4W-05273) 



John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4O-00644 on 2 February 2012. The 
answer to the oral parliamentary question is available on the Parliaments website, the official report 
can be viewed at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6780&mode=html#iob_61539. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it became aware that the previous director of the Chief Scientist Office would be ending his/her 
employment contract; when the post became vacant, and when the vacancy was advertised. 

 (S4W-05124) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is not aware of any employment contracts which have 
come to an end. The director of the Chief Scientist Office post has not been vacant and has therefore 
not been advertised. The duties of the post have been covered on a temporary basis since 24 January 
2011. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
what reason the posts of Chief Scientist and director of the Chief Scientist Office have not been filled 
on a permanent basis for 16 and 12 months respectively. 

 (S4W-05127) 

John Swinney: The post of Chief Scientist was reviewed in the context of a wider review of the 
provision of scientific advice across government. It was decided that this role should remain. The post 
was advertised following the review and the successful candidate will be announced shortly. The post 
of director Chief Scientist Office is not vacant. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-03303 by Michael Matheson on 2 November 2011, what the current position 
is regarding the provision of HIV prevention services in NHS Grampian. 

 (S4W-05140) 

Michael Matheson: The provision of HIV prevention services are a matter for local NHS boards. 
The role of government is to ensure that our policy priorities of fewer new blood-borne virus infections 
and fewer STIs are achieved, and that individual are not adversely affected by any local 
commissioning decision. NHS Grampian has informed us that there has been no gap in the provision 
of HIV prevention services since December and we will continue to monitor this closely. 

NHS Grampian has continued to provide and support a range of prevention activities since 
December, including promotion of the HIV Wake Up call campaign; the promotion and distribution of 
condoms across Grampian, and ongoing promotion of Sexual Health and Relationships Education 
(SHARE) in schools. NHS Grampian is also undertaking an HIV needs assessment to shape and 
inform future services. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there has 
been a gap in the provision of HIV prevention services in the NHS Grampian area from 1 December 
2011. 

 (S4W-05142) 

Michael Matheson: The provision of HIV prevention services are a matter for local NHS boards. 
The role of government is to ensure that our policy priorities of fewer new blood-borne virus infections 
and fewer STIs are achieved, and that individual are not adversely affected by any local 
commissioning decision. 

NHS Grampian has informed us that there has been no gap in the provision of HIV prevention 
services since 1 December 2011, and they have continued to undertake a range of prevention 
activities. We will continue to monitor this closely. 



 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what contingency 
plans are in place for HIV prevention work in NHS Grampian. 

 (S4W-05143) 

Michael Matheson: The provision of HIV prevention services is a matter for local NHS boards. The 
role of government is to ensure that our policy priorities of fewer new blood-borne virus infections and 
fewer STIs are achieved, and that individuals are not adversely affected by any local commissioning 
decision. 

NHS Grampian has continued to provide and support a range of prevention activities since the THT 
contract was terminated. There has been no gap in the provision of HIV prevention services and no 
gap is expected. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the funding 
allocated to NHS Grampian for HIV prevention work has been spent since the termination of the 
contract with the Terence Higgins Trust on 1 December 2011. 

 (S4W-05144) 

Michael Matheson: The provision of HIV prevention services, and local decisions about the use of 
funding, are a matter for NHS boards. The role of government is to ensure that our policy priorities of 
fewer new blood-borne virus infections and fewer STIs are achieved, and that individual are not 
adversely affected by any local commissioning decision. 

Funding attached to prevention projects that were not specifically delivered through the Terrence 
Higgins Trust contract continues to be used for HIV prevention services. The funding that had been 
allocated to the THT contract that was left over following termination of the contract has been 
allocated to cover the cost of the HIV Needs Assessment that NHS Grampian is now undertaking. This 
activity includes surveys of patient views on services and patient interviews. The Needs Assessment 
is expected to report by the autumn this year and will be used to inform ongoing HIV prevention work 
in the NHS Grampian area. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people 
have attempted or committed suicide at the Erskine Bridge in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-05226) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is not held centrally.   

The Scottish Suicide Information Database (ScotSID) Report published on 20 December 2011, 
holds information on Place of Suicidal Act with categories such as Private Dwelling, Street or Highway, 
and Method of Suicide, including the category Jumping or Falling from a High Place. However it does 
not name any specific locations, such as the Erskine Bridge. 

The second phase of ScotSID’s development involves working with the Procurator Fiscal to provide 
more extensive information on an individual’s circumstances of death, and common suicide locations 
may at some point be considered for future inclusion.  

The ScotSID Report can be accessed at: http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Public-
Health/Publications/2011-12-20/2011-12-20-Suicide-Report.pdf. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much funding it 
provided to Breathing Space in 2010-11, is providing in 2011-12 and will provide in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-05230) 

Michael Matheson: Breathing Space Funding is as follows: 

2010-11 
£1,043,000 total funding received: 
£825,000 Scottish Government funding allocation for Breathing Space 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Public-Health/Publications/2011-12-20/2011-12-20-Suicide-Report.pdf
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Public-Health/Publications/2011-12-20/2011-12-20-Suicide-Report.pdf


£218,000 NHS 24 funding (internal allocation). 

2011-12  
£1,178,152 total funding received 
£825,000 Scottish Government funding 
£353,152 NHS 24 funding (internal allocation) 
Funding has not been allocated yet for 2012-13. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what income the Scottish Ambulance Service has received from private journeys in each year since 
2003, broken down by NHS board area. 

 (S4W-05322) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This is a matter for the Scottish Ambulance Service, the information requested is 
not held centrally. 

Learning and Justice 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many modern 
apprenticeship new starts there were in East Lothian in (a) 2009-10, (b) 2010-11 and have been in 
2011-12. 

Holding answer issued: 26 January 2012 (S4W-04968) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. I will ask the 
Chief Executive of Skills Development Scotland to respond to you with this information. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when the 2012-13 grant settlement for colleges will be published. 

Holding answer issued: 30 January 2012 (S4W-05039) 

Michael Russell: The funding of individual colleges is a matter for the Scottish Funding Council. I 
wrote to the Scottish Funding Council on 25 January 2012 asking it to advise colleges of their funding 
and student number targets for 2012-13. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it identifies and 
counts young people between 16 and 19 who have not entered employment, education or training on 
leaving school and have not presented at Jobcentre Plus. 

Holding answer issued: 1 February 2012 (S4W-05051) 

Angela Constance: To enable us to deliver opportunities for all it is essential that Scottish 
Government and partners are able to identify and track all young people aged between 16 and 19 in 
Scotland. 

By utilising and supplementing data supplied by local authorities, Skills Development Scotland is 
able to provide the Scottish Government with the number of 16 to 19-year-olds in Scotland and what 
activity they are known to be participating in. 

This then allows us to identify and count the young people in Scotland who are not participating in 
employment, education or training, irrespective of their school leaving date. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
introduce a minimum waiting time guarantee for young people to go into an opportunities for all 
programme. 

Holding answer issued: 1 February 2012 (S4W-05052) 

Angela Constance: We will ensure that the support available through Opportunities for All is 
sufficiently flexible to take account of the needs of individuals. 



Those working with young people will be made aware of the full range of opportunities available in 
their local area in order to ensure that young people can access them as efficiently as possible. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
accredit all training offered through an opportunities for all programme. 

Holding answer issued: 1 February 2012 (S4W-05053) 

Angela Constance: Provision delivered through Opportunities for All will be accredited where that is 
appropriate to the needs of the young person. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many vocational training places are available in 2011-12 as part of the Forth 
Replacement Crossing construction project. 

Holding answer issued: 2 February 2012 (S4W-05070) 

Angela Constance: This information is not currently available. However, the main contractors 
propose to offer an average of 50 vocational training places per annum. This is double the minimum 
requirement as set out as part of the procurement process. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the Forth Crossing Bridge Constructors regarding 
maximising modern apprenticeship opportunities. 

Holding answer issued: 2 February 2012 (S4W-05073) 

Angela Constance: As part of the procurement process for the Forth Replacement Crossing 
Scottish Government set out a minimum requirement of 25 vocational training places, including 
modern apprenticeships, per annum. The successful main contractors propose to offer an average of 
50 places per annum. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many modern apprenticeships have been offered in 2011-12 by the Forth Crossing 
Bridge Constructors. 

Holding answer issued: 2 February 2012 (S4W-05074) 

Angela Constance: This performance information is not yet available for 2011-12. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide 
details of the (a) recruitment process for and (b) membership of the post-16 education equality and 
diversity working group. 

 (S4W-05108) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive (a) how many times and 
(b) when the post-16 education equality and diversity working group has met and who attended the 
meetings. 

 (S4W-05110) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many times the post-
16 education equality and diversity working group has met the Scottish Funding Council Access and 
Inclusion Committee. 

 (S4W-05111) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many times the post-
16 education equality and diversity working group has met to discuss the further education equality 
impact assessment carried out prior to the drafting of the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft 
Budget 2012-13. 



 (S4W-05112) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide 
details of (a) any reports produced and (b) the equality impact assessment carried out by the post-16 
education equality and diversity working group prior to the publication of the Scottish Spending Review 
2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13. 

 (S4W-05113) 

Michael Russell: No post-16 education equality and diversity working group has been established 
as part of the Post-16 Reform process. Issues relating to equality and diversity are currently being 
considered on a continual basis as we develop our policy in this area. 

The Scottish Government takes its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 and the public sector 
equality duty very seriously and we continue to work to ensure that the policy and spending decisions 
we take pay due regard to their impact on equality and diversity. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the membership is of 
the Scottish Funding Council Access and Inclusion Committee. 

 (S4W-05114) 

Michael Russell: Details of the membership of the Scottish Funding Council’s Access and Inclusion 
Committee can be found on the Scottish Funding Council’s website at: 

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/about_the_council/council_board_committees/council_committees/access_inclusi
on_committee/council_committees_access.aspx.  

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what new approach the 
Scottish Funding Council Access and Inclusion Committee is taking to equality, access and inclusion. 

 (S4W-05115) 

Michael Russell: In 2010, the Scottish Funding Council reviewed all of its access and inclusion 
programmes and funding related to retention, articulation, schools/college programmes and 
community programmes in response to the implementation of Horizon funding and the emergence of 
new policy contexts, particularly Curriculum for Excellence. The Scottish Funding Council’s priority is 
to better target resources to where there is greatest need and to align resources to deliver maximum 
return on the government’s investment. 

In relation to the Post-16 Reform process, issues relating equality, access and inclusion are 
currently being considered and the Scottish Government will work with the Scottish Funding Council 
on a continual basis to develop policy in these areas. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many times ministers 
have met the (a) Scottish Funding Council Access and Inclusion Committee and (b) post-16 education 
equality and diversity working group and what was discussed. 

 (S4W-05116) 

Michael Russell: Scottish ministers have not met with the Scottish Funding Council's Access and 
Inclusion Committee and have no immediate plans to do so. An official from the Scottish Government 
attends the Access and Inclusion Committee meetings as an observer. 

No post-16 education equality and diversity working group has been established as part of the Post-
16 Reform process. Issues relating to equality and diversity are currently being considered on a 
continual basis as we develop our policy in this area. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what its position is on the reported suggestion by UCAS that pupils should apply to 
university after they receive their examination results. 

 (S4W-05128) 



Michael Russell: Post-application qualification brings an element of certainty to the application 
process by dispensing with conditional offers. It is already the case for a proportion of pupils in 
Scotland that they will apply to University in sixth year having achieved the necessary highers for entry 
to higher education in fifth year. Accordingly, the notion of a post-results application system is not 
completely new here. 

We would however want to think about the implications for those who need two years to attain their 
entry qualifications, particularly those from widening access backgrounds who tend to take longer to 
accumulate the necessary qualifications. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S4W-04864 by Aileen Campbell on 19 January 2012, for what reason it has changed the 
target date for the agreement of local plans from January 2012 to September 2012. 

 (S4W-05134) 

Aileen Campbell: The establishment of area support teams (ASTs) represents one element of the 
implementation programme due to take effect in September 2012. That is the implementation target 
date that the Scottish Government remains committed to delivering. 

In respect of ASTs, the January target date is the date by which the National Convener anticipated 
having local plans agreed. The Scottish Government has not changed the target date for the 
agreement of ASTs from January to September 2012. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S4W-03280 by Michael Russell on 31 October 2011, when it will complete engagement 
activity with the education community on the future development of Glow. 

 (S4W-05145) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government continues to engage with the education community on 
the future development of Glow. 

For example, activity specifically relating to scoping the functionality of the new Glow solution is due 
to conclude in February 2012. Looking forward, an event to engage the wider education community 
about progress with the new Glow solution and the ICT in Education programme is planned for April 
2012. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S4W-03279 by Michael Russell on 31 October 2011, what progress it is making on the 
development of the next generation of Glow. 

 (S4W-05146) 

Michael Russell: Work on specifying the functionality of the new Glow solution will be completed in 
February 2012. The new solution will be in place in time for the end of the current Glow contract in 
September 2012. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S4W-03287 by Michael Russell on 31 October 2011, what payments it has since made and 
what contracts it has now agreed in relation to Glow. 

 (S4W-05147) 

Michael Russell: From October to December 2011, the Scottish Government has made payments 
of £833,334 excluding VAT, related to Glow. No additional contracts have been agreed in relation to 
Glow. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how much new money it has allocated to the Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund, as 



referred to on page 38 of the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13, and what 
period the money will cover. 

 (S4W-05148) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government will provide £50 million of resource to the Early Years 
and Early Intervention Change Fund over the current Parliamentary term through the Sure Start 
component of the Scottish Futures Fund. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the additional money for the Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund is in addition to 
the Sure Start Fund referred to on page viii of the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 
2012-13 and how much, over what period, has been allocated to the Sure Start Fund. 

 (S4W-05149) 

Aileen Campbell: No. The £50 million allocated to the Early Years and Early Intervention Change 
Fund over the period of the Parliamentary term is the Sure Start Fund component of the Scottish 
Futures Fund. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how much of the Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund has already been allocated and 
how much remains available. 

 (S4W-05150) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government contribution to the Early Years and Early Intervention 
Change Fund is £50 million over the Parliamentary term. Of that £50 million, £12 million has been 
allocated. This comprises £1.5 million per year over the next three years to establish a Communities 
and Families Fund. £1 million per year over the next three years to support free play opportunities and 
quality play spaces, and £1.5 million per year over the next three years for additional early learning, 
childcare and parental support for looked after two year olds. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the remainder of the Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund total of £270 million will 
come from existing NHS and local authority budgets and whether the successive year allocations of 
£20, £45 and £50 million referred to on page 59 of the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft 
Budget 2012-13 will come from this £270 million. 

 (S4W-05151) 

Aileen Campbell: Yes. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with Fife Council regarding the future of Madras College in St Andrews 
following the breakdown of negotiations with the University of St Andrews. 

 (S4W-05160) 

Michael Russell: There have been no discussions. Fife Council have subsequently taken a decision 
to rebuild the school on the Kilrymont site and they are currently undertaking a statutory public 
consultation. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidelines it provides to local authorities on the formal consultation processes required when altering 
education provision. 

 (S4W-05161) 

Michael Russell: The Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 sets out the consultation process 
that is to apply as respects various proposals made by education authorities for schools. The Scottish 



Government provides statutory guidance to local authorities on the application of the act, and this is 
available on the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/Buildings/changestoschoolestate/consultaiongui
dance. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
assistance it provides to local authorities seeking to replace school buildings rated category D for 
condition or suitability of estate. 

 (S4W-05162) 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it (a) 
assesses and (b) prioritises schools in the Scottish Schools for the Future programme. 

 (S4W-05163) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is providing assistance to local authorities to replace 
school buildings through the Scotland’s Schools for the Future building programme, the third phase of 
which has been recently announced. We are currently finalising the process and timescales for local 
authorities to apply for funding from Phase III of the programme. I expect to be able to announce the 
details shortly. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-04144 by Angela Constance on 5 December 2011, how much of the 
Early Years Early Action Fund has been allocated; to what projects; how many families are receiving 
the fund, and in what way. 

 (S4W-05164) 

Aileen Campbell: The entire Early Years Early Action Fund for the financial year 2011-12 has now 
been allocated. 

The projects receiving funding are as follows. 

Aberlour Child Care Trust Glasgow Bridges 

Aberlour Child Care Trust 
Partnership Early Years Service Dumfries and 
Galloway 

Action for Children Roots of Empathy 

Action for Sick Children (Scotland) Special Smiles 

Barnardo Services Ltd You First 

Big Issue Foundation Scotland With Kids Wester Hailes Project 

Breastfeeding Network Ayrshire Project 

Care and Learning Alliance Play Practice  

Circle Solo Early Years Project 

Crossreach The Hub 

Four Square (Scotland) ADAPT 

Grounds for Learning Nurturing Outdoor Play 

Licketyspit LicketyLeap 

Mellow Parenting Mellow Bumps with Teenage Mums to Be 

National Deaf Children's Society Early Years Programme 

One Parent Families Scotland Families at Play 

One Parent Families Scotland Fathers and Children 

Open Secret Early Years Service 



Partners in Advocacy Young Voices for Choices 

Quarriers Ruchazie 

Quarriers Glasgow School Transition 

Save the Children  Born to Blossom 

Scottish Childminding Association Community Childminding  

Smart Play Network Play on Wheels 

Scottish Pre-School Play Association Learning Through Play 

Stepping Stones For Families Ayrshire Project 

Stepping Stones For Families Glasgow Project 

YWCA Scotland Teen Parent Project 

 

The total number of children currently benefitting from the Early Years Early Action Fund is 2509. 
This number will increase as the projects being funded become fully operational. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-04144 by Angela Constance on 5 December 2011, what mechanisms it 
has in place to ensure that the Early Years Early Action Fund improves the (a) quality, (b) 
accessibility, (c) affordability and (d) flexibility of childcare  and what improvements the fund has 
provided in these areas. 

 (S4W-05167) 

Aileen Campbell: The £6.8 million Early Years Early Action Fund was set up to support the broad 
aims of the Early Years Framework, particularly in the area of early intervention. The fund is 
administered by Inspiring Scotland on behalf of the Scottish Government. As part of Inspiring 
Scotland’s ongoing engagement with the projects funded, quarterly reviews are carried out with each 
organisation. 

As this is a new fund, the projects are still in their first quarter period of activity. Scottish Government 
will remain informed of project outcomes and progress via Inspiring Scotland. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-04145 by Angela Constance on 5 December 2011, when the review and 
update of the existing data on childcare provision will be completed and made publicly available. 

 (S4W-05168) 

Aileen Campbell: Work to synthesise recent research and statistics mapping childcare provision in 
Scotland is ongoing. This draws on published Care Inspectorate findings, along with published 
statistics covering provision and use of childcare and pre-school in Scotland; and recent evidence 
exploring the experiences of users and non-users of childcare from numerous published sources. This 
work will be used internally to inform discussions around the development of policy for the Early 
Years. 

 


