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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what support it will provide to help the Scottish nephrops fleet to deliver the 
highly selective gears that will allow it to continue to catch whitefish. 

 (S4W-04901) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has worked closely with nephrops fishing vessels 
and their representative associations to assist the development of selective fishing gears that aim to 
reduce unwanted catches of whitefish. In 2011, the government allocated additional fish and Nephrops 
quotas and time at sea to vessels taking part in trials of new gear designs, to partly offset the 
operating costs of trial voyages. 

Trials of two new gear designs commenced in 2011. One set of trials has now been completed, with 
positive results. It is now expected that this new gear will be introduced into the Scottish “Conservation 
Credits” scheme, which sets days at sea limits for nephrops trawlers, and will allow fishermen to 
access additional days at sea. Trials will continue in 2012 and the Scottish Government will aim to 
offer incentives to fishing vessels to use more selective gears. 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding its proposals for the Coastal 
Communities Fund. 

 (S4W-04909) 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding who will administer the 
Coastal Communities Fund in Scotland. 

 (S4W-04910) 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding how the Coastal 
Communities Fund will be administered in Scotland. 

 (S4W-04911) 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the types of project that will 
be eligible for funding from the Coastal Communities Fund. 

 (S4W-04912) 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding what types of organisation 
will be eligible to apply for funding from the Coastal Communities Fund. 

 (S4W-04913) 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the criteria that will be used 
to assess suitability for funding from the Coastal Communities Fund. 

 (S4W-04914) 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding how the Coastal 
Communities Fund will be administered and operated in a way that provides most benefit to 
community and other coastal-based groups. 

 (S4W-04920) 



Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government along with other devolved administrations are 
working closely with the UK Government regarding its proposals for the administration and operation 
of the Coastal Communities Fund. 

Discussions have covered proposals for finance of the Fund, draft outline of initial priorities and 
guidance for fund applications and operational programme by The Big Lottery Fund. 

Discussions are ongoing with the UK Government to ensure that the design of the Fund allows 
Scottish Government discretion to deliver the most benefit to Scottish coastal communities. We will 
seek to ensure that the decision making criteria including the proposed applicable organisations and 
types of eligible projects, align with Scottish Government priorities for economic development and 
community benefit. 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with (a) the Crown Estate, (b) businesses, (c) charitable 
organisations, (d) statutory agencies and (e) community and other interest groups regarding the 
administration and operation of the Coastal Communities Fund. 

 (S4W-04915) 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what consultation it will hold regarding the operation and administration of the Coastal 
Communities Fund. 

 (S4W-04921) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government along with other devolved administrations are 
working closely with the UK Government regarding its proposals for the operation and administration 
of the Coastal Communities Fund. 

The Scottish Government have had initial discussions with the UK and Scottish representatives of 
the Big Lottery Fund. The Scottish Government will widen its discussions to include interested external 
stakeholders in Scotland once the UK Government announce further details regarding the fund. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
aggregate (a) tonnage and (b) engine power of the pelagic fishing fleet was in (i) 1990-91 and (ii) 
2010-11. 

 (S4W-04956) 

Richard Lochhead: The aggregate tonnage of the pelagic fishing fleet was 18,120 tonnes in 1991 
and 46,518 tonnes in 2011. The aggregate power of the pelagic fishing fleet was 82,850kws in 1991 
and 116,115kws in 2011. 

Year Tonnage Power 

1991 18,120 82,850 

2011 46,518 116,115 

Marine Scotland Analytical Unit. 

Governance and Communities 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether in calculating household income to determine if a household is in fuel poverty, income in the 
form of feed-in tariff or renewable heating incentive payments is included. 

 (S4W-04859) 

Alex Neil: At present no information on income from feed-in-tariffs (FIT) is collected in the Scottish 
House Condition Survey and therefore income from feed-in tariffs is not added to the income of the 
household when calculating fuel poverty. However, the Scottish House Condition Survey does record 
the presence of renewables on a property and where a renewable is found the modelled fuel cost is 
adjusted for the property to take account of the energy generated by these renewables. 

From 2013, we will include the estimated impact of income from FIT’s and other forms of incentive 
payment in our fuel poverty modelling. However, it is important to note that the main impact of micro 



generation on fuel poverty will be from the reduction in energy costs which as noted above is already 
modelled in fuel poverty estimates. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the annual percentage sickness absence rate is for each public sector 
organisation. 

 (S4W-04898) 

John Swinney: The standardised measure used to report sickness absence across Civil Service 
organisations is average working days lost per full-time equivalent employee (AWDL). Sickness 
absence is reported over a full 12 month period to account for the seasonal patterns associated with 
sickness absence. The most recently available data covers the 12 month period to 30 September 
2011. The equivalent period from the prior year is given for comparison. 

Scottish Government Human Resources can only provide this data for organisations to which it 
provides an HR service, or those which provide a sickness return to Scottish Government. AWDL 
figures for these organisations are given in the following table. 

 AWDL 

Organisation 1 October-2009 
30 September 2010 

1 October 2010  
30 September-2011 

Scottish Government Core 7.5 6.4 

Accountant in Bankruptcy 8.7 10.4 

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 8.4 7.7 

Disclosure Scotland 17.8 13.1 

Education Scotland - ** 

General Register Office for Scotland 8.7 - 

HM Inspectorate of Education 7.1 - 

Historic Scotland .8.6 8.7 

National Archives of Scotland 10.0 - 

National Records of Scotland - 7.1 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 6.8 4.8 

Registers of Scotland 11.1 8.0 

Student Awards Agency for Scotland 13.4 12.5 

Scottish Courts Service 12.9 7.7 

Scottish Housing Regulator 4.2 6.2 

Scottish Public Pensions Agency 10.2 7.8 

Scottish Prisons Service 8.5 9.2 

Social Work Inspection Agency 4.5 - 

Transport Scotland 5.4 7.1 

Notes: 
- Organisation not in existence for this time period 
** Not currently available. 

We are also aware that sickness absence figures for NHS Scotland are published by Information 
Services Division. 

NHS Scotland records sickness absence differently – it is reported in terms of an annual percentage 
rate and is therefore not directly comparable to the AWDL figures above. The information on sickness 
absence in the NHS is available at the following link: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/data-tables.asp?id=659#659. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will routinely test for phenazepam as part of the monitoring of deaths where (a) drug and (b) 
drug and alcohol abuse is suspected. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/data-tables.asp?id=659#659


 (S4W-03514) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-02251 on 5 September 
2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress has been made toward replacing all transfats with polyunsaturated fats. 

 (S4W-03515) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-02252 on 5 September 
2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Additionally, evidence from years one and two of the National Diet and Nutrition Survey shows that 
consumption of total trans fatty acids is considerably below the maximum level of 2.0% of energy for 
all age groups and is currently estimated to be, on average 0.8%. Intakes range from 0.7% of energy 
in young children to 0.9% of energy in older adults. The levels of trans fats from artificial sources has 
reduced in recent years and this has resulted in a relative increase in the contributions to intake of 
trans fats derived from natural sources. 

As far as possible, the removal of industrially produced trans fatty acids (IPTFA) should not be 
accomplished by increasing saturated fat in products. Replacement of IPTFA with mono and 
polyunsaturated fatty acids is preferable from a health perspective. However, the choice of fat used to 
replace IPTFA will depend on the nature of the product and the function of the fat in that product. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it is legal in Scotland for teeth whitening to be offered commercially by people not registered 
with the General Dental Council. 

 (S4W-04953) 

Michael Matheson: It is illegal in Scotland for teeth whitening to be offered commercially by people 
not registered with the General Dental Council. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
inspections Healthcare Improvement Scotland carries out of businesses offering teeth whitening. 

 (S4W-04954) 

Michael Matheson: Healthcare Improvement Scotland do not carry out inspections of businesses 
offering teeth whitening. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether any inspection body has taken action against a business undertaking teeth whitening. 

 (S4W-04955) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested is not held centrally. 

Learning and Justice 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the  whether it has 
established a timetable in the event that proposals are brought forward to close courts. 

 (S4W-04803) 

The Scottish Executive has supplied the following corrected answer: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Kenny MacAskill: The work that the Scottish Court Service is currently undertaking on future court 
structures is at an early stage, with no decisions taken yet on whether or not to proceed to consult on 
any of the range of options which have been subject to initial discussion with court staff and the 
judiciary.  

As the Scottish Court Service have not yet decided whether to come forward with any proposals to 
close court locations it is not possible to set a timetable. Should the Court Service decide to do so, 
there would be a period of consultation. Such proposals will be subject to wide consideration, and 
should the final outcome be that some court locations are considered for closure, the ultimate decision 
would rest with parliament, as provided by section 3 of the Sheriff Courts (Scotland) 1971, as 
amended by the Judiciary and Courts (Scotland) Act 2008. Such a process would take several 
months. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what criteria have to be met for the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency to issue Special 
Alerts Bulletins on emerging drug issues. 

 (S4W-04924) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency (SCDEA) and Scottish 
Government work together closely when monitoring and responding to emerging drug issues. 

The SCDEA continuously monitor, collate and analyse a variety of drug and drug trend information 
from a range of sources, including organisations such as: forensic providers, Scottish police forces, 
national and international law enforcement organisations, intelligence submissions, NHS health 
boards, alcohol and drug partnerships (ADPs), treatment and harm reduction organisations.  

Any information received will be examined by the SCDEA’s National Drug Coordinator, the Forensic 
Science Manager and the Statement of Opinion Manager to validate or provenance the level of 
accuracy and credibility. At the same time this group will risk assess the information on the basis of 
the threat, harm or risk that a current (or emerging) trend presents to a particular group within 
Scotland. 

An appropriate release or bulletin will then be drafted and submitted to the Association of Chief 
Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS) or the Scottish Police Services Authority corporate 
communications department prior to general circulation or general release. Consideration of joint 
releases with non-law enforcement organisations is also made to maximise target audiences and add 
additional credibility to a particular message. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
on the recommendations contained in the Equality and Human Rights Commission report on its inquiry 
into human trafficking in Scotland; what action it will take in response, and when. 

 (S4W-04927) 

Kenny MacAskill: Human trafficking is an abhorrent crime and the Scottish Government is 
committed to making further progress in tackling the criminals who engage in it and supporting the 
victims who are subjected to it. We supported the Equality and Human Rights Commission’s Inquiry 
into Human Trafficking in Scotland and have publicly welcomed the contribution that it has made to 
our knowledge of this horrendous crime. 

The Scottish Government is currently considering the recommendations contained within this report 
and others on the same subject. A response will be prepared in due course. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
commissioning dates were for each of the 330 school building or renovation projects completed in the 
last parliamentary session. 

 (S4W-04967) 

Michael Russell: It is local authorities and not Scottish ministers which commission school building 
projects. The Scottish Government does not, hold the information requested. 



 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what measures it takes to support victims of crime, other than providing direct 
funding to Victim Support Scotland. 

 (S4W-04969) 

Kenny MacAskill: In addition to funding for Victim Support Scotland, the Scottish Government 
supports victims of crime in a range of ways including: funding for other support organisations dealing 
with murder, suicide and human trafficking (over £900, 000 per annum). In addition, around £25 million 
has been made available to fund Scottish cases within the Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme. 

During the period 2008-12, the Scottish Government committed £55 million to tackle violence 
against women, including funding for Scottish Women’s Aid, Rape Crisis Scotland and the rape crisis 
and domestic abuse helplines. Around £780,000 per annum has been provided for support services at 
specialist domestic abuse courts plus £2 million for the Caledonian Programme to ensure there is an 
integrated approach to addressing men’s domestic abuse and improve the lives of those affected. 

Police, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and other criminal justice organisations spend a 
significant amount of their operational time on victim issues, including providing the Victim Information 
and Advice service. The Scottish Government also provides a variety of information to victims. This 
includes a website, information cards and packs which are aimed at victims of serious crime such as 
rape and sexual assault and for bereaved families following murder, culpable homicide or a road 
death. 

The Scottish Government is committed to introducing a victims and witnesses bill in this 
parliamentary session and has been in dialogue with stakeholders to identify areas that need either 
legislation or other measures. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what review has been carried out of the impact of the Family Law (Scotland Act) 
2006. 

 (S4W-04971) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Family Law (Scotland) Act 2006 is very wide-ranging and we would 
not plan to review it as a whole. We are aware of a study of legal practitioners' perspective of the 
cohabitation provisions in the 2006 act http://www.crfr.ac.uk/researchprojects/rp_cohabitation.html.  

The Scottish Law Commission has recommended, in part 4 of its report on succession, changes to 
section 29 of the 2006 act, on financial provision where a cohabitant dies intestate: 
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/download_file/view/390/http://www.crfr.ac.uk/researchprojects/rp_coha
bitation.html. 

The Scottish Government also published in 2010 a study on contact cases 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/08145916/0 and in 2011 a study on reports in child 
welfare hearings http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/07142042/0. 

http://www.crfr.ac.uk/researchprojects/rp_cohabitation.html
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/download_file/view/390/http:/www.crfr.ac.uk/researchprojects/rp_cohabitation.html
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/download_file/view/390/http:/www.crfr.ac.uk/researchprojects/rp_cohabitation.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/12/08145916/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/07142042/0

