
Friday 16 December 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many and 
which sites of special scientific interest have been damaged in each of the last five years; what the 
cause of the damage was; what area was damaged; whether the damage was due to illegal activities 
and, if so, whether these were subject to investigation and prosecution; what restoration management 
has been implemented, and whether any of the damaged land was de-notified. 

 (S4W-04381) 

Stewart Stevenson: The information requested has been supplied by Scottish Natural Heritage and 
placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 53500). 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
its position is on Argyll and Bute Council's proposed (a) 20% reduction in adult learning service 
speech and language therapy budgets and (b) 50% reduction in funding for speech and language 
therapy for children and young people. 

 (S4W-04010) 

Michael Matheson: The speech and language therapy service in Argyll and Bute is jointly funded by 
NHS Highland and Argyll and Bute Council. 

I understand that the council have discussed these proposed budget cuts with NHS Highland and 
have agreed to continue the current arrangements for these services in 2012-13 while a re-design of 
the service is developed and consulted on. 

Funding for local authorities to purchase speech and language therapy is provided to local 
authorities by means of a block grant from Scottish Government. It is the responsibility of each local 
authority, as independent corporate bodies, to allocate the total financial resources available to it on 
the basis of local needs and priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the jointly agreed 
set of national and local priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objectives. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it will publish an up-to-date national audit of cardiac rehabilitation. 

 (S4W-04011) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Healthcare Improvement Scotland’s Heart Disease Programme National 
Overview Report, was published on the 28 September 2011. The report contains results from a 
cardiac rehabilitation audit, which shows that following a heart attack, people get access to high 
quality cardiac rehabilitation services. 

The report can be found at:  

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/cardiovascular_disease/heart_disease/h
eart_disease_reports.aspx.  

We have provided further funding to allow the cardiac rehabilitation audit to continue to give us the 
best possible picture of cardiac rehabilitation services across the country. 

Further analysis of data to identify levels cardiac rehabilitation provision for people with heart failure 
and acute angina has also been commissioned. We expect the final results to be available by the end 
of February 2012. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what action it is taking to ensure that the north of Glasgow benefits from the 2014 
Commonwealth Games. 

http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/programmes/cardiovascular_disease/heart_disease/heart_disease_reports.aspx
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 (S4W-04344) 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what legacy the north of Glasgow can expect to derive from the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games. 

 (S4W-04345) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is committed to maximising the benefits to and creating 
a lasting legacy for the whole of Scotland from Glasgow hosting the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 
These benefits cut across the four themes of Active, Flourishing, Connected and Sustainable as set 
out in our Scotland-wide games legacy plan a games legacy for Scotland. We continue to work with 
our wide range of partners, including local authorities, to ensure individuals, groups, communities and 
businesses across Scotland get every possible benefit from these Games and other major events 
coming to Scotland. 

To reflect what is going on nationally and locally, we have developed a web portal 
http://www.gameslegacyscotland.org/ which showcases the programmes and range of support 
provided across legacy activities. The portal is the key focal point for information on legacy and how to 
get involved. The portal also points to the work by Glasgow City Council and its range of partners and 
agencies, to support the ambitions of Glasgow’s Legacy Framework including those for the north of 
Glasgow http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/en/AboutGlasgow/AGamesLegacyForGlasgow/. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what action it is taking to ensure that residents in the north of Glasgow benefit from the 
15,000 volunteering opportunities to support the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-04346) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-04344 on 16 December 2011. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Specifically on volunteering opportunities, the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Volunteering 
Programme aims to engage a diverse, inclusive and committed group of high calibre volunteers to 
work with the Organising Committee (OC) to ensure the delivery of a truly outstanding, athlete-centred 
and sport-focused games. The 2014 Organising Committee will be looking to attract volunteers from 
all walks of life, regardless of race, religion or sexual orientation and from all locations. The details and 
timeline for the recruitment process will be posted on the 2014 Organising Committee website as we 
approach the games. http://www.glasgow2014.com/the_games/getting_involved/public.aspx. 

As well as the 15,000 volunteering opportunities on offer as a result of hosting the games, we are 
committed to creating a lasting volunteering legacy from the games, attracting new volunteers, 
enhancing the capacity of the volunteer pool and providing a range of volunteering opportunities 
across Scotland. 

On 16 January 2011, EventTeam Scotland was launched. This is an online database which 
“matchmakes” event volunteers and event organisers to allow volunteers to link with events, gain 
experience, use existing skills, gain new skills and enjoy events. To date, we have had almost 1,000 
volunteers registered on the site, some of whom are already gaining vital experience of volunteering at 
events. To find out more about Event Team Scotland please visit http://www.eventteamscotland.org. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what action it is taking to ensure that businesses in the north of Glasgow benefit from any 
enhanced business opportunities available as a result of the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-04347) 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what action it is taking to ensure that the communities in the north of Glasgow benefit from 
the requirement that those businesses that gain from the 2014 Commonwealth Games put something 
back into local communities. 

 (S4W-04348) 
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Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-04344 on 16 December 2011. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Specifically on business opportunities, the Scottish Government continues to work with Scottish 
Enterprise and other business partners to use the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games to help build 
the capacity of Scottish businesses, including social enterprises, to bid for contracts, in order that they 
can compete better in local, national and international markets. 

Scottish companies continue to benefit from winning contracts from major events, giving a much 
needed boost to the economy. One hundred and thirty-three contracts out of 171 contracts awarded 
through the 2014 business portal have been awarded to Scottish based companies with the promise 
of more to come. Of the contracts and subcontracts awarded to date, 69 have been awarded to 
companies based in Glasgow, 21 of which are based in the north west and 14 of which are based in 
the north east.  

These contracts are helping people back into work and others into their first jobs. Key to our legacy 
aspirations is that the games act as a catalyst to support people moving into and towards employment 
through games-related job, volunteering and training opportunities. The Scottish Government is 
determined to ensure that the public sector across Scotland makes the best use of public funds and is 
promoting the use of community benefit clauses. Through this policy, 339 New Entrant Trainee (NET) 
employment places for the long-term unemployed or education leavers have already been secured in 
Glasgow across games projects. Of that, approximately 170 residents from the north east and north 
west areas of Glasgow have secured a (NET) place. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what action it is taking to ensure investment in sports and sporting facilities in the north of 
Glasgow to ensure that local residents benefit from the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-04349) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-04344 on 16 December 2011. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Specifically on investment in sport, we have made available £4 million over the next four years for 
communities to improve sports facilities in their area. Grants for projects with a value up to £100,000 
will be available to community groups and sports clubs to upgrade and improve local facilities. 

We have also committed £1.5 million per year up to 2015 to support local authorities develop their 
plans for the roll out of Community Sport Hubs which will specifically address the local needs and 
priorities for sport in the community in which they are located. 

This will bring sport together at the local level for the first time giving them a home, allowing clubs to 
pool expertise and deliver more opportunities for people to take part in sport in a welcoming and safe 
environment. 

In 2011-12, sportscotland will invest up to £1,053,702 in Glasgow City Council, with £902,500 
allocated to Active Schools, and the remaining £151,202 directed towards community sport hub 
development. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how the transport infrastructure in the north of Glasgow will benefit as a result of the 2014 
Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-04350) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-04344 on 16 December 2011. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Specifically on transport infrastructure, working with our transport partners, the Scottish Government 
has completed several sustainable transport schemes in and around Glasgow, to support the games, 
and is progressing other projects. These schemes, including the M74 extension which was completed 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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below budget and was opened ahead of schedule on 28 June, the redevelopment of Dalmarnock 
Station and the Airdrie to Bathgate route will provide additional connections for those in the north of 
Glasgow. These projects will bring significant improvements to Glasgow’s already impressive transport 
infrastructure, opening up the city, including the north, to economic development opportunities that will 
leave a lasting legacy from the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games for the whole of Scotland. 

Learning and Justice 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with (a) COSLA, (b) the third sector and (c) the NHS regarding the Early Years 
and Early Intervention Change Fund. 

 (S4W-04322) 

Aileen Campbell: COSLA, the third sector and NHS Scotland are all represented on the Early 
Years Task Force, which will oversee the use of the Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund. 
The first meeting of the task force was held on 8 November 2011, as part of the ongoing discussion on 
how best to lead and implement a preventative spend approach in Scotland. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
expects agreements to be reached between local authorities and NHS boards regarding their 
contributions to the Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund. 

 (S4W-04324) 

Aileen Campbell: Agreements will be reached in line with guidance from the Early Years Taskforce. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-03568 by John Swinney on 8 November 2011, how the Early Years and 
Early Intervention Change Fund will be divided across each (a) portfolio and (b) year of the current 
spending review period. 

 (S4W-04325) 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the 
Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund will be allocated, broken down by budget line. 

 (S4W-04327) 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-03880 by Angela Constance on 17 November 2011, how much of the 
£272 million it will provide and how much will be provided by (a) local authorities and (b) the NHS in 
each year of the current spending review period. 

 (S4W-04328) 

Aileen Campbell: The final breakdowns across portfolios and over time will be subject to local 
decisions between delivery partners. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
the money set out on page 59 of the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13 for 
implementing Getting it Right for Every Child is new money. 

 (S4W-04330) 

Aileen Campbell: The investment in the Early Years and Early Intervention Change Fund and the 
other Change Funds represents the Scottish Government and NHS Scotland’s intention to move 
existing resource to where it makes the most difference, by supporting a prevention and early 
intervention agenda. 

 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-03255 by Roseanna Cunningham on 7 November 2011, whether it will 



review the policy of keeping records in relation to crimes committed under section 74 of the Criminal 
Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 in order to assist the analysis of data. 

 (S4W-04354) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government is committed to annual analysis of the data on 
religiously aggravated offences held by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) in 
relation to Section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003. Any review of the Data Retention 
Policy relating to this information is a matter for COPFS. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) loans initiated for payment in September 
2011 are still to be completed. 

 (S4W-04421) 

Michael Russell: All applications received by the guarantee date were processed as submitted in 
advance of course start dates in September 2011. SAAS is up to date with the processing of 
applications. 

Student loans may be restricted to the non-income assessed award if a student has failed to 
evidence actual household income in a previous year or has not made a declaration of estimated 
household income in the current application. The award is reprocessed if further information is 
submitted. 

Student loans may also be withheld if the student fails to enrol or does not provide a valid National 
Insurance number. 

Top-up loan applications for academic session 2011-12, for those students who did not request a 
loan in their initial application or requested less than their full entitlement, can be made at any point 
between April 2011 and March 2012. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many applications received by the Student Awards Agency for Scotland in June and July 2011 
are still awaiting action. 

 (S4W-04422) 

Michael Russell: All applications received in June and July 2011 have been processed as 
submitted by the student. 

Reprocessing of applications can occur if the student later submits an application for additional 
forms of support or provides household income evidence to support an income assessed award. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the average waiting time is for resolution of overdue payments from the Student Awards Agency 
for Scotland where an MSP is not involved. 

 (S4W-04423) 

Michael Russell: Formal Complaints and Appeals to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland 
receive a response within 14 days. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what it will do to ensure that calls to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland are answered more 
frequently and returned as undertaken and that the agency provides more information about the status 
of pending applications. 

 (S4W-04424) 

Michael Russell: The Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) handles around 3,500 calls per 
day during the peak processing session. 



Action is in hand to improve call queuing. SAAS will also increase outgoing information on the status 
of individual applications and on the prioritisation, by course start date, of those applications received 
by the guarantee date (30 June 2011). 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many applications have been made to the Scottish Awards Agency for Scotland for 2011–12. 

 (S4W-04425) 

Michael Russell: As of the 12 December 2011, 150,633 applications for student support have been 
submitted to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland. This total includes student nurses and 
postgraduate students as well as the main student support programme. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-04340 
S4W-04341 


