
Thursday 15 December 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will 
use the £70 million National Renewables Infrastructure Fund to boost investment. 

 (S4O-00508) 

Fergus Ewing: The fund is targeted at supporting port and manufacturing facilities and supply chain 
provision for manufacturing offshore wind turbines and related components across Scotland. 

It is expected that the fund will leverage significant private sector investment in the next four years 
and help deliver an estimated 28,000 jobs and £7.1 billion in value to Scotland’s economy over the 
coming decade. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
Scottish Water is using the £20 million allocated to it for climate change mitigation measures in the 
2010 to 2015 water industry investment period. 

 (S4W-04363) 

Alex Neil: In line with the Scottish Water (Objectives for 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2015) Directions 
2009, Scottish Water is: 
Investing in renewable generation using its existing asset base; 
Undertaking studies to understand the potential effects of climate change on the operation of its 
assets, and 
Undertaking studies to understand how it may be managed in a more sustainable manner. 

In addition, it will be reducing leakage to the economic level of leakage – the point at which it costs 
more to repair the leak than to treat and supply the water. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
Scottish Water is doing to promote water conservation and water-use efficiency as per section 74 of 
the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 (S4W-04365) 

Alex Neil: In line with the Scottish Water (Objectives for 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2015) Directions 
2009, Scottish Water has prepared a plan on how it intends to promote water conservation and water-
use efficiency. Reports on the implementation of the plan will available from Scottish Water’s Annual 
Report which is laid each year in parliament. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps 
it has taken to ensure that water-pricing policies provide adequate incentives for users to use water 
resources efficiently, as required under Article 9 of the water framework directive. 

 (S4W-04366) 

Alex Neil: In Scotland, water pricing polices have been introduced through the Scotland and the 
Solway Tweed River Basin Management Plans, as an element of our integrated Water Framework 
Directive implementation programme. Such policies ensure that our environmental objectives are met 
in a proportionate and cost-effective manner, while having regard to the polluter pays principle. The 
effectiveness of these measures is kept under review. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it has 
done to promote efficient water use by the (a) domestic and (b) industrial sector since the 
commencement of the water framework directive, and what the resulting per capita reduction in water 
use has been. 



 (S4W-04367) 

Alex Neil: Since the commencement of the Water Framework Directive, a range of measures has 
been introduced to promote efficient water use by the domestic and industrial sectors. These 
measures include the regulation of all abstractions, the introduction of metering for all non-domestic 
customers, the introduction of retail competition for all non-domestic customers and the requirement 
for Scottish Water to prepare a plan as to how it intends to promote water conservation and water-use 
efficiency and report on its implementation. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
Scottish Water has done and how much it has spent on its own land to meet the duty to further the 
conservation of biodiversity under Part 1 of the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. 

 (S4W-04368) 

Alex Neil: Scottish Water must manage land in its ownership in accordance with all relevant 

legislation. The detailed information requested is not held centrally and is a matter for Scottish Water. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the 
Water Bill will be introduced and what its scope will be. 

 (S4W-04369) 

Alex Neil: As announced by the First Minister in the Programme for Government in September, a 
Water Bill is one of the legislative priorities of the government for this parliamentary year. The scope of 
the bill was set out in September and can be found at the link below. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2011-2012/WaterBill 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when it will publish an update to the Renewable Heat Action Plan for Scotland. 

 (S4W-04589) 

Fergus Ewing: I am pleased to confirm that we published an update to the Renewable Heat Action 
Plan (RHAP) on 14 December 2011. The update highlights our ongoing commitment to renewable 
energy and more specifically our continuing efforts to bring renewable heat to the fore. 

We produced the original Renewable Heat Action Plan in November 2009 to set out our ambitions 
on renewable heat and in order to comply with our obligations under the Climate Change (Scotland) 
Act 2009. The plan was updated last year and we are now refreshing it again, on the back of the 
momentum created by the introduction of our 2020 Routemap and the long awaited introduction of the 
Renewable Heat Incentive. This updated plan includes new actions and details on how we will 
continue to make progress towards our renewable heat target. In addition to renewable heat, we have 
ensured this plan considers the complementary role of utilising low carbon or “waste” heat from 
traditional fossil fuel power stations, as this can lead to greater opportunities to implement renewable 
heat technologies in the future. 

We must meet our target on reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% by 2050 and our 
interim target of a reduction of at least 42% by 2020. With heat making up around half of all energy 
demand and rising fuel costs driving more households into fuel poverty it is imperative that these 
targets remain our focus, and it is essential that we continue to encourage and promote growth in the 
renewable heat sector, at least cost to the consumer. This will be key to addressing climate change; 
tackling fuel poverty; as well as working towards realising our renewable energy ambitions in Scotland. 

Progress since the last update of the plan includes publishing the Highland Heat map and the report 
from a study into the recovery of heat from power generation; providing over £1.9 million in loans for 
district heating projects across Scotland, and establishing an expert commission on the delivery of 
district heating. Much work is still to be done and a number of actions set out in the plan highlight our 
desire to increase confidence at in the market at all levels from suppliers and generators to 
consumers. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2011-2012/WaterBill


While updating the RHAP annually is a statutory requirement under the Climate Change (Scotland) 
Act 2009, I recognise that we also need to ensure we are continually reviewing our progress. That is 
why we intend to review and update the plan again in the Spring to provide more detail on how we are 
progressing towards our target. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps 
Scottish Water and its subsidiaries are taking to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to 
climate change as per the duties of public bodies set out in Part 4 of the Climate Change (Scotland) 
Act 2009. 

 (S4W-04362) 

Alex Neil: In line with the Scottish Water (Objectives for 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2015) Directions 
2009, Scottish Water is: 

Taking steps to mitigate its carbon emissions by seeking opportunities to reduce energy demand, 
investing in energy efficiency and increasing, where it is cost effective to do so, its renewable 
generation capacity; 

Conducting studies and pilot work to understand how it should, in future investment periods, adapt 
its future and existing assets and operations to the effects of climate change, and 

Investigating and improving, where necessary, an integrated approach to catchment modelling 
including the improved monitoring of rainfall, river and surface water flows in partnership with other 
agencies. 

Governance and Communities 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive who are the participants are in the review of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) and which of them are representing organisations. 

 (S4W-04409) 

Fiona Hyslop: The review is to be carried out jointly by RCAHMS and Historic Scotland on behalf of 
Scottish Ministers, using external expertise as necessary and taking into account the views of 
RCAHMS’ stakeholders. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive who decided to review the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 
Scotland and when this decision was made. 

 (S4W-04410) 

Fiona Hyslop: I took the decision to commission an options review of the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. This decision was announced in parliament on 17 
November 2011. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the  which 
stakeholders will be consulted during the review of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

 (S4W-04411) 

Fiona Hyslop: Historic Scotland and RCAHMS are working collaboratively to identify the range of 
stakeholder interests. The views of interested stakeholders will form an important part of the review 
process. 

 

 



Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the remit is of the review of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS). 

 (S4W-04412) 

Fiona Hyslop: The review will be a collaborative process which will: 
identify the objectives to be met in securing a sustainable long term future for RCAHMS’ functions; 
identify a range of possible options that might meet those objectives, and 
assess those options against the benefits that they deliver, the risks involved and the cost 
implications. 

A shortlist of viable options will be produced and each option will undergo a more detailed 
assessment. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what it considers are the core functions of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS). 

 (S4W-04413) 

Fiona Hyslop: RCAHMS core functions include the survey and record for the built and historic 
environment of Scotland, and responsibility for one of Scotland’s National Collections with archives of 
national and international importance. The current legal definition of the role is set out in the Royal 
Warrant issued to commissioners, last updated in 1993. An early task of the review will be to 
determine a contemporary definition of broad core functions against which options will be assessed. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has held with the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) prior to deciding to review the organisation. 

 (S4W-04415) 

Fiona Hyslop: I met the Chair of RCAHMS on 14 September to discuss the potential impact on 
RCAHMS’ core functions of the 2011 Spending Review. Following further discussions between 
officials of RCAHMS and Historic Scotland, I met the Chair and Secretary of RCAHMS on 16 
November 2011 at which meeting the detail of the review was agreed. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what information it has on whether there are plans to amend the royal charter of the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS). 

 (S4W-04417) 

Fiona Hyslop: There are no immediate plans to amend the Royal Warrant. The option appraisal will 
look at a range of organisational options for securing the long term future of RCAHMS’ functions and 
expertise. Any decision about whether or how to amend the Royal Warrant will be made in the light of 
the outcome of the review. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when it expects the review of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland to be published; whether it will refer the findings to the Education and Culture 
Committee, and what further steps it will take following publication. 

 (S4W-04418) 

Fiona Hyslop: I anticipate that the findings of the review will be published in spring 2012. The 
Education and Culture Committee have been informed of the review and a commitment has been 
made to inform them of the outcome. 

 



Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to its 
consultation on amending the implied terms of the Mobile Homes Act 1983, whether it plans to bring 
forward legislation and, if so, to what timescale. 

 (S4W-04426) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government intends to introduce secondary legislation to update the 
Mobile Homes Act 1983 as soon as possible in 2012. 

Work to frame the legislation has been undertaken in partnership with the Mobile Home Stakeholder 
Working Group, which includes representation from resident groups, local authorities and the mobile 
homes industry. 

Preliminary findings from research being undertaken by Consumer Focus, into Mobile Home sites 
across the UK, are due to be reported at the end of February 2012. Following agreement with the 
Mobile Home Stakeholder Working Group, secondary legislation will not be presented to parliament 
until after the research has reported. In this way, partners will have the opportunity to consider the 
findings prior to finalising the legislation. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
maximum grant available to housing associations is for the building of new homes in remote and rural 
areas. 

 (S4W-04473) 

Keith Brown: The introduction of the Innovation and Investment Fund (IIF) this year, replaced the 
previous Affordable Housing Investment Programme budget. Under the IIF, the benchmark subsidy 
figure which applies to applications from housing associations is £40,000 per unit. The Scottish 
Government will retain flexibility to consider higher subsidy levels e.g. in remote rural areas or where 
projects require additional features to meet particular needs. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it is taking to protect children and young adults from measles, in light of reports of a substantial 
rise in the number of cases in the south of England and across Europe. 

 (S4O-00488) 

Michael Matheson: We are not seeing significant numbers of measles cases in Scotland. The 
number of notifications of measles so far this year is very similar to the number reported last year, and 
we have had no reported cases of measles in Scotland since July. As our MMR uptake rates are very 
good – and better than other parts of the UK – we can be reassured that children in Scotland are very 
well protected. 

However we are not complacent. There may be some older children in secondary school or young 
adolescents who are not fully protected. The Chief Medical Officer issued advice to the NHS in 
October regarding key actions which should be taken to minimise susceptibility to measles in these 
groups. This was based on expert advice from Health Protection Scotland, following a risk assessment 
of measles transmission in Scotland earlier this year. 

Amongst other things, the Chief Medical Officer recommended that all children attending for their 
routine school-age booster should have their MMR vaccination status checked and, if necessary, 
additional MMR vaccination should be offered. 

Learning and Justice 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will investigate the possibility of including the recording of animal 
casualties in vehicle crime and accident reports. 

 (S4W-04469) 

Kenny MacAskill: Some information on the recording of animal casualties in vehicle accidents is 
collected via a national (British) system for collecting and processing statistics on road accidents 



involving personal injury. Data is collected for ridden horses involved in accidents and also identifies 
accidents where a vehicle hit an animal in the carriageway. 

If any offence is committed against an animal, such as causing unnecessary suffering or a wildlife 
type offence, it would be recorded under the appropriate protective legislation and would not be 
directly attributed to vehicle crime. There are currently no plans to include the recording of animal 
casualties in vehicle crime reports. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people aged over 55 have been unsuccessful in obtaining a loan from the Student Awards 
Agency for Scotland and how many complaints it has received from these applicants. 

 (S4W-04479) 

Michael Russell: During 2010-11, the last complete academic session, SAAS received 135 student 
loan applications from students aged 55 or over.  

Sixty eight students were awarded a student loan because they were under 55 at the start of their 
course and 67 students were ineligible for a student loan on age or other grounds. 

Since April 2010, SAAS has received one complaint and one appeal from students in relation to the 
age limit on student loans. 

In the same time frame, SAAS has been contacted by five MSPs in relation to concerns raised by 
constituents on this issue. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the Student Awards Agency for Scotland has any discretion when considering applications for 
loans from applicants over 55. 

 (S4W-04483) 

Michael Russell: SAAS has no discretion to award a loan to a student aged 55 or over at the start 
of a course of higher education. 

Students aged between 50 and 54 at the start of a course of higher education, and who intend to 
enter employment on graduation, can receive a student loan throughout their course. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether, in its discussions with COSLA, it has been made aware of any moves to 
reclassify rural schools. 

 (S4W-04484) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is aware that COSLA believe that the review of the 
Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 by the Commission for the Delivery of Rural Education 
should include reviewing the definition and criteria for a rural school. 

However, there have been no discussions regarding this matter. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the main outcomes are of the recent visit to Canada and the United States of America by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Culture and External Affairs. 

 (S4W-04600) 

Bruce Crawford: The Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs visited Toronto, Ottawa 
and Washington, DC from 28 November until 3 December. The main purpose of the visit was to 
leverage the annual St Andrew’s Day celebrations to strengthen business, economic, tourism and 
cultural links with Canada and the USA and to launch the Year of Creative Scotland 2012 in these key 
international markets.  



Key elements of the Canadian programme included a speech to the British-Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce in Toronto; the international launch of the Year of Creative Scotland 2012 and the 
announcement of a new twice weekly direct flight service between Toronto and Glasgow, at an event 
for Canadian travel trade representatives; meetings with a range of Ontarian Provincial and Canadian 
Federal Ministers, and a well attended reception at the Canadian Parliament in Ottawa, to announce 
the formation of a new Canada-Scotland Friendship Group of Canadian Parliamentarians. The new 
Friendship Group, which enjoys cross-party support and will include Canadian Senators and Members 
of Parliament, is intended to strengthen parliamentary links between Canada and Scotland. 

The Cabinet Secretary’s visit to Washington, DC included a constructive meeting at the US State 
Department; opening a joint Scotland-USA learning seminar on nutrition in schools with high level 
participation from the US Department of Agriculture; hosting a St Andrew’s Day reception for over 400 
politicians, overseas diplomats, business people, cultural and Diaspora stakeholders, at the National 
Museum for Women in the Arts, to promote Scotland's global capabilities and foster economic 
opportunities for Scotland; a meeting with Congressmen McIntyre and Duncan, the Co-Chairs of the 
Friends of Scotland Caucus in the US House of Representatives; and presenting a rare copy of the 
Declaration of Arbroath to the US National Archives in recognition of the historical links between 
Scotland and the Founding Fathers of the United States. 

The Cabinet Secretary also undertook media interviews in Canada and the USA and took part in the 
annual charity Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk. 

Transport Scotland 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-04075 by Keith Brown on 30 November 2011, what exchanges 
there were between Transport Scotland and transport operators other than First ScotRail regarding 
the potential content of Rail 2014 – Public Consultation. 

 (S4W-04334) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland officials meet with transport operators in a variety of forums, to 
discuss matters as and when they arise. Whilst there have been discussions on the scope of the 
consultation, there was no dialogue with transport operators on the actual content and detail of the 
public consultation Rail 2014. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive under what 
circumstances a 20 mph speed limit will be introduced on a trunk road. 

 (S4W-04335) 

Keith Brown: There are no towns or villages through which the Scottish trunk road network passes 
with a permanent 20mph zone in place. 

In September 2003, a ministerial announcement confirmed measures to assist roads authorities in 
implementing 20mph speed limits at schools. The initiative is intended to enable roads authorities to 
raise awareness of appropriate speeds within communities and contribute to the efforts in pedestrian 
casualty reduction – particularly with regard to children. 

In conjunction with the police forces, local authority representatives and its operating companies, the 
Strategic Road Safety Unit carried out a survey of all schools adjacent to trunk roads in order to 
determine those locations that would benefit from mandatory reduced 20mph limits. Further working 
groups were then set up to investigate the particular signing needs of the higher-speed roads where 
drivers might need improved advance warning of the part-time speed limit. The results of these 
investigations were subsequently agreed by all roads authorities and have been installed at many 
locations across the trunk road network, with many sites already benefiting from the speed 
management measures in operation at times when the pupils are going to and from school. 

Other temporary speed limits are put in place when works are being carried out on or near the trunk 
roads. 

Due to their strategic importance, trunk roads should be kept free from obstruction to permit the 
efficient movement of goods and vehicles whilst ensuring road safety is maintained. 

 



Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive for what reason it has not set an earlier target date than October 2014 for delivery 
of its objective to roll out a further road equivalent tariff pilot for passengers and cars including small 
commercial vehicles and coaches to Arran. 

 (S4W-04370) 

Keith Brown: Ardrossan-Brodick, the main route to Arran, is an exceptionally busy route. We 
anticipate that the introduction of RET could result in an increase in carryings on the route of up to 
40%. In order to ensure that we are able to deal with this additional pressure on available vessel 
capacity, and in order to consider any infrastructure enhancements that may be necessary to cope 
with the potential increase in carryings, we consider that it is sensible to wait until we have had the 
chance to learn any lessons from the rollout of RET to other busy routes, particularly Kennacraig - Port 
Askaig (Islay). 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to improve the A7 through (a) Selkirk and (b) 
Hawick. 

 (S4W-04443) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-00015 on 25 May 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which trunk 
roads in Dumfriesshire were gritted between 7.00 pm on 5 December 2011 and 7.00 am on 6 
December 2011 and at what times. 

 (S4W-04454) 

Keith Brown: Winter treatment was carried out on the A701, A75, A751, A77 and A76 trunk roads 
in Dumfries and Galloway at 2pm on 5 December and 4am to 6am and 10am on 6 December. An 
additional three gritters patrolled continuously on the A75 east, A701 and A76 on these dates, spot 
treating as required on a 24-hour basis. 

The A74(M)/M74 between Junction 12 and Gretna was treated during the early evening and 
patrolled continuously throughout the night, clearing snow and applying salt as necessary. 

 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will consider making free transport schemes available to all war pensioners and recipients of the 
Armed Forces Compensation Scheme. 

 (S4W-04485) 

Keith Brown: War pensioners in receipt of a war disablement pension mobility supplement and 
those aged 60 and over can already receive free bus travel under the Scotland-wide Free Bus Travel 
Scheme for Older and Disabled People. Many other injured and disabled HM Forces personnel and 
veterans also qualify under the scheme’s disability eligibility criteria. From 1 April 2011, eligible HM 
Forces personnel and veterans’ applications to the scheme have been fast tracked. The Scottish 
Government has no plans to extend free travel beyond these criteria. 

 

http://scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

