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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise and Environment 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the anticipated operational end date is for each power station with a generating capacity of over 300 
megawatts. 

Holding answer issued: 12 December 2011 (S4W-4257) 

Fergus Ewing: The anticipated operational end dates for conventional power stations in Scotland 
with a generating capacity over 300 MW are shown in the following table: 

Power Station End Date 

Torness - Nuclear 2023 

Hunterston B - Nuclear 2016 

Cockenzie – Coal 2015 

Cockenzie – Gas (consented but not built) No consent condition 
limiting lifespan  

Longannet - Coal 2020 

Peterhead - Gas 2025 

Cruachan – Hydro (pump storage) Continuing operation 
(no end date applicable) 

Foyers Fall–Hydro (pump storage) Continuing operation 
(no end date applicable) 

 
 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the whether local 
authorities have the power to impose a transient visitor levy or “bed tax” on hotels and serviced 
accommodation providers and, if not, whether, in its view, the Scottish Parliament has the power to 
enact legislation which would enable local authorities to do so. 

 (S4W-04333) 

John Swinney: There are no existing powers for local authorities to levy a local tax of this kind. The 
Scottish Government position is that the Scottish Parliament has competence to enact legislation 
which would enable local authorities to do so. Ministers have no plans to introduce legislation to allow 
local authorities to levy local tourism taxes. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
farmers have undertaken an environmental impact assessment before ploughing species-rich 
grassland and how many possible breaches have been investigated, in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-4379) 

Stewart Stevenson: Details of Environmental Impact Assessments under the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Agriculture) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 are available on the Scottish Government’s 
website at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/Environment/16808/7217. 

Within the last three years, one proposal for intensification works on unimproved grassland has been 
deemed a “relevant project” likely to have a significant effect on the environment under the provisions 
of the above regulations, and could not be carried out without the consent of Scottish Ministers. For 
such projects to proceed, Environmental Statements are required in order to assess environmental 
impact, and to determine if consent can be given. An Environmental Statement for this proposal was 
received in 2009 by the Scottish Government and, following careful consideration, consent was 
refused. 

No breaches in relation to unconsented works on species-rich grassland have been investigated by 
the Scottish Government Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate within the last three years. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/Environment/16808/7217


Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position 
is on the statement in Scottish Agricultural College technical note TN629 that 40% of species-rich 
grassland was lost in the period 1983 to 2005 and what monitoring is being undertaken by it or its 
agencies to avoid further loss of this habitat. 

 (S4W-4380) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government is aware of the 40% estimate quoted in the technical 
note, however as there is no reference cited for the figure its basis is unclear. We acknowledge that 
changes in land management in recent decades have resulted in a decrease in species rich 
grasslands throughout the UK. 

Scottish Natural Heritage monitors the area of priority habitats in Scotland (as specified in the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan). It advises that the five lowland grassland priority habitats which most closely 
approximate the description of species rich grassland declined by an estimated 24% between 1983 
and 2005. 

The Scottish Government takes the loss of this important habitat very seriously. To address this, the 
Species Rich Grassland package has been developed in the Scotland Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP). The package provides funding to farmers to conserve, restore and create species rich 
grassland. To date, committed spend on the Species Rich Grassland package since 2007 totals £11.1 
million. 

Scottish Natural Heritage is carrying out a project to re-sample previously recorded species rich 
grassland sites and will report in 2012 on changes in their extent. The Scottish Government is also 
monitoring the biodiversity outcomes from the agri-environment schemes within the SRDP through a 
three year programme which began in July of this year. It will assess a sample of 20 agri-environment 
options which includes seven grassland options. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what evidence 
it has on the use of unlicensed chemicals to treat sea lice. 

 (S4W-4393) 

Stewart Stevenson: Reports recently published by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) show residues of various chemical substances in sediments. Some, although not all, of these 
substances are legitimately licensed as sea louse treatments but the nature of sampling in this case 
means the analytical results are not sufficient to identify the source of those chemicals nor to link 
these residues to the unlicensed use of the chemicals for the treatment of sea lice. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
allowable concentration is for sediments of chemicals used in sea lice treatment and what powers are 
available to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency should this be breached. 

 (S4W-4394) 

Stewart Stevenson: There is a range of allowable concentrations for the various medicines used as 
sea louse treatments. Some of these are formal Environmental Quality Standards (EQS), others 
Probable No Effects Concentrations (PNEC). The standards are as set out in the following table: 

Substance Standard Comments 

Emamectin benzoate 0.763 µg/kg wet weight Sediment standard, applicable out with the 
allowable zone of effects of the fish farm 

Emamectin benzoate 7.63 µg/kg wet weight Sediment management trigger-level, applicable 
within the allowable zone of effects of the fish 
farm 

Emamectin benzoate 2.2 x 10
-4

 µg.l
-1

. Water column standard 

Teflubenzuron 2.0 µg/kg dry weight Sediment standard, applicable out with the 
allowable zone of effects of the fish farm 

Teflubenzuron 10.0 mg/kg dry weight Sediment management trigger-level, applicable 
within the allowable zone of effects of the fish 
farm 

Teflubenzuron 6.0 ng/l Water column standard 



Cypermethrin 0.41ng/l Water column standard 

Cypermethrin 16ng/l Water column standard, used as a short term 
(6hour) regulatory standard.  

Cypermethrin 2.2 µg/kg dry weight Sediment standard 

Azamethiphos 250 ng/l Water column standard, used as a 3 hour 
regulatory standard.  

Azamethiphos 150 ng/l Water column standard used as a 24 hour 
regulatory standard 

Azamethiphos 40 ng/l Water column standard used as a 72 hour 
regulatory standard 

Deltamethrin 6 ng/l Water column standard, used as a 6 hour 
regulatory standard. 

Deltamethrin 330 ng/kg dry weight Sediment standard 

 
Should an EQS or a PNEC for sea louse chemical be breached following the use and discharge of 

the substances to treat sea lice at fish farms, SEPA would take various steps to rectify the situation - 
for example, through a variation of licence conditions limiting the further release of these substances 
until residue levels reduced to below those identified safe levels. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the what investigations (a) have taken 
place and (b) are planned regarding the potential terrestrial sources of the chemicals identified in the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency reports, JT000811_JT and TR110810_JT. 

 (S4W-04395) 

Stewart Stevenson: Prior to publication of the reports, informal investigations took place into other 
potential sources of the chemicals identified in the reports published by the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (including forestry agriculture and horticulture uses). No plans for further 
investigations into these possible sources have been finalised at present. However, SEPA is 
progressing with plans to investigate the results of the surveys further and any future investigations 
will be planned with a view to providing evidence of the source of any contamination to facilitate further 
enquiries and enforcement should that be necessary. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
impact is on shellfish fisheries of the chemicals identified in the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency reports, JT000811_JT and TR110810_JT. 

 (S4W-4396) 

Stewart Stevenson: The occurrence of residues of these chemicals at concentrations within the 
Environmental Quality Standards (EQS) will not have impacts upon non-target animals such as those 
harvested by commercial shellfish interests. There is a risk where residue levels exceed these safe 
concentrations. There are however considerable safety factors built into the standards meaning that 
significant impacts are unlikely, unless major breaches have occurred. SEPA takes very seriously the 
use of unauthorised formulations, as these compounds have not been subject to rigorous checking nor 
the environmental risk assessment that accompanies the licensing of the approved compounds. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
publish the 2010 data on the occurrence of chemicals used in sea lice treatments in sediments 
adjacent to marine fish farms. 

 (S4W-4397) 

Stewart Stevenson: The analysis data from samples taken in 2010 and 2011 will be published in 
the spring or early summer 2012. 

 



Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what impacts 
on benthic invertebrates have been recorded in the areas assessed by the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency reports, JT000811_JT and TR110810_JT, since they were published. 

 (S4W-4398) 

Stewart Stevenson: There have been no surveys of benthic invertebrate populations undertaken in 
the six weeks since the publication of these reports. SEPA has however a range of data on the benthic 
invertebrates in the relevant waterbodies. The available data on benthic invertebrates are from 
surveys undertaken both by SEPA and by marine biologists commissioned by fish farm operators to 
meet licence condition requirements on self-monitoring. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
considers that the aquaculture developments in the areas assessed by the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency reports, JT000811_JT and TR110810_JT, comply with the aquaculture industry’s 
code of good practice. 

 (S4W-4399) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government has made no such assessment. The code is non-
statutory and auditing of compliance with its terms, as appropriate, is a matter for industry. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
penalty is for non-conformance with the (a) aquaculture industry’s code of good practice and (b) 
Scottish Environmental Protection Agency's licences for discharge. 

 (S4W-4400) 

Stewart Stevenson: The question of any penalties for non-compliance with the Code of Good 
Practice for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture is not a matter for the Scottish Government. The code is non-
statutory and auditing of compliance with its terms, as appropriate, is a matter for industry. 

Non-compliance with the conditions in licences issued by SEPA under the Water Environment 
(Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 can lead to a number of steps being taken by 
SEPA. These can include negotiations with the operator to agree remedial actions, the issue of formal 
warnings, the serving of Enforcement Notices, undertaking variations of the site licence and, if 
necessary making reports to the Procurator Fiscal with a view to bringing a prosecution. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will start publicly 
reporting woodland loss and by what (a) method and (b) frequency. 

 (S4W-4474) 

Stewart Stevenson: Forestry Commission Scotland expects to publish further information about 
woodland loss in April 2012. The method for gathering this information includes an analysis of the 
Commission’s own records and an investigation of the extent of woodland loss resulting from 
development. The report is expected to give information by species type (e.g. “Sitka spruce”, “mixed 
conifer” and “mixed broadleaf”) and by cause (e.g. habitat restoration and windfarm development). As 
part of this exercise, the commission will consider how best to capture and when to publish similar 
information in the future. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which local authorities 
are implementing its guidance, The right tree in the right place, and have (a) published or (b) are 
writing a forest and woodland strategy. 

 (S4W-4475) 

Stewart Stevenson: The right tree in the right place was published in 2010. 

(a) The following local authorities have published a forestry and woodland strategy. Depending on 
the date of production these may or may not directly follow the right tree in the right place guidance, 
but all of these strategies are formally linked to or referred to in the development plan: 



Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire  
Argyll and Bute 
Ayrshire  
Cairngorms National Park  
Clackmannanshire and Stirling  
Dumfries and Galloway 
Dundee 
Falkirk 
Fife 
Glasgow and Clyde Valley 
Highland 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 
Moray 
Orkney Islands 
Scottish Borders 
Shetland Islands 
Western Isles.  

(b) We understand that the following local authorities are in the process of producing or updating 
their forestry and woodland strategies and are following the Right Tree in the Right Place guidance: 

Aberdeen City 
Angus 
Ayrshire 
Clackmannanshire and Stirling 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Edinburgh and the Lothians 
Fife 
Glasgow and Clyde Valley 
Highland 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 
Perth and Kinross 
Scottish Borders. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many forests or 
woods have been successfully (a) conveyed and (b) leased to local community groups through the 
National Forest Land Scheme in each year since it was introduced. 

 (S4W-4476) 

Stewart Stevenson: Under the National Forest Land Scheme, communities or housing bodies can 
apply to buy or lease areas of land that are owned by Scottish Ministers and managed by Forestry 
Commission Scotland, even where such land has not been declared surplus or for sale. Since it was 
launched in 2005, 22 areas of land (totalling 2,809 hectares) have been sold under the scheme; 12 of 
these sales were to local community groups, nine were sales to housing bodies and one was a sale of 
surplus land to a non-governmental organisation. 

The following table identifies the financial year in which the 12 sales to local community groups were 
completed:  

Number of Sales to Communities 

Year  

2005-06 3 

2007-08 1 

2008-09 1 

2009-10 3 

2010-11 2 

2011-12 (to October 2011) 2 

 
Since the scheme was extended (in 2010) to allow communities to lease forest land for forest 

management purposes, three applications for community leases have been approved and details are 
currently being settled. 



 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many forests or 
woods are identified as to be made available to communities through the National Forest Land 
Scheme. 

 (S4W-4477) 

Stewart Stevenson: Under the National Forest Land Scheme, communities or housing bodies can 
apply to buy or lease areas of land that are owned by Scottish Ministers and managed by Forestry 
Commission Scotland (FCS), even where such land has not been declared surplus or for sale. The 
scheme covers all the forests, woods, open land and other property managed by FCS. It is subject to 
a number of criteria, such as the need to demonstrate community support and a requirement that 
proposals should not be significantly detrimental to the wider management of the estate. 

More specific arrangements apply to community-led renewable energy developments. FCS has 
recently published a map showing areas (totalling 540,000 hectares) that are potentially available 
through the National Forest Land Scheme for community-led hydro development; communities should 
register their interest by 30 June 2012. A similar map will be produced for community-led wind 
renewable energy schemes by the end of January 2012. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive by how much greenhouse gas emissions have been reduced since the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 targets were set. 

 (S4W-4540) 

Stewart Stevenson: Emissions data becomes available 18 months after the end of the calendar 
year in which they occurred, and since the first batch of annual targets was set in October 2010, the 
most recent data available are for 2009. 

According to Official Statistics, compared with 2008, and after taking into account both the effect of 
emissions trading and including international aviation and shipping, emissions in 2009 reduced by 3.8 
per cent (from 54.0 Mt CO2e to 52.0 Mt CO2e). 

On the same accounting basis, emissions in 2009 were 27.6 per cent lower than the 1990 base 
year. 

Finance 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the how much 
additional tax will be raised in Scotland by the UK Treasury through increases in public sector 
pensions for which the Scottish Government has responsibility. 

 (S4W-04448) 

John Swinney: The proposed increases to employee pension contributions for 2012-13 for the 
NHS, Teachers, Police and Firefighters schemes are estimated to raise £102 million in additional 
pension contributions. 

Pensions in payment for the five public sector schemes for which the Scottish Government has 
responsibility will increase by 5.2% from 6 April 2012. Tax liabilities are a matter for individuals. 

Health and Social Care 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the 28-day hospital readmission rate was for people aged 65 and over from a (a) 
surgical and (b) medical speciality in 2010-11, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-4338) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Table 1 shows the 28-day hospital emergency readmission rate from surgical and 
medical specialties in the financial year ending 31 March 2011, for people aged 65 and over, broken 
down by NHS board of residence. 

All discharges (defined as a continuous stay in hospital), which meet the selection criteria, are 
included in the analysis. Each discharge is then compared with the next admission to hospital for the 



same patient. If this subsequent admission occurs within 28 days of the date of discharge for the 
previous hospital stay and is coded as an emergency admission, it is selected as a relevant 
readmission. 

The period of 28 days is to some extent arbitrary, but has been widely adopted as maximising the 
tradeoff between including as many readmissions related to the initial discharge as possible and 
excluding as many unrelated readmissions as possible. The figures include readmissions within 28 
days whether or not the readmission was related to the previous hospital stay. 

Table 1: Number of discharges with a subsequent emergency readmission within 28 days, and 
hospital emergency readmission rate as a percentage of all discharges, for patients aged 65 and over; 
for medical and surgical specialties by NHS board of residence; financial year 2010-11 

NHS Board of Residence 

Medical Specialties Surgical Specialties 

Number of 
Discharges 

Number of 
Readmissions 

% 
Readmitted 

Number of 
Discharges 

Number of 
Readmissions 

% 
Readmitted 

Ayrshire and Arran 21,375 2,607 12.2% 19,695 1,271 6.5% 

Borders 6,701 819 12.2% 3,759 250 6.7% 

Dumfries and Galloway 6,563 796 12.1% 8,790 420 4.8% 

Fife 16,890 1,810 10.7% 11,504 695 6.0% 

Forth Valley  9,124 1,047 11.5% 8,825 516 5.8% 

Grampian 15,054 1,736 11.5% 11,167 645 5.8% 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 70,288 8,197 11.7% 47,174 3,340 7.1% 

Highland 16,714 1,936 11.6% 14,208 863 6.1% 

Lanarkshire 27,680 3,158 11.4% 20,629 1,344 6.5% 

Lothian 33,969 4,253 12.5% 20,364 1,475 7.2% 

Orkney 1,884 108 5.7% 980 50 5.1% 

Shetland 620 70 11.3% 1,010 63 6.2% 

Tayside 15,923 2,292 14.4% 12,350 840 6.8% 

Western Isles 1,462 184 12.6% 1,867 101 5.4% 

All Scotland 244,247 29,013 11.9% 182,322 11,873 6.5% 

Source: ISD Scotland SMR01. 

Data for NHS Scotland for 2010-11 are estimated to be 95% complete. NHS Grampian and NHS 
Lanarkshire data are estimated to be 64% and 84% complete respectively. This is mainly due to the 
implementation of a new IT Patient Management System which has resulted in data submission 
backlogs for this time period. The NHS boards are working to resolve these submission issues. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many emergency inpatient bed days there were for people aged 65 and over in (a) 
2009-10 and (b) 2010-11. 

 (S4W-4339) 

Nicola Sturgeon: There were 2,859,677 emergency inpatient bed days for people aged 65 and over 
in the financial year ending 31 March 2010. 

Emergency inpatient bed days data for people aged 65 and over for financial year ending 31 March 
2011 will be available in the ISD Scotland Acute Hospital Activity and NHS Beds Information National 
Statistics publication due to be released on 20 December 2011 at:  

http://www.isdscotland.org/index.asp. 

Scotland level data for 2010-11 will, however, be unavailable due to data submission issues for 
some NHS boards. This is mainly due to the implementation of a new IT Patient Management System 
which has resulted in data submission backlogs for this time period. Currently, NHS Grampian and 
NHS Lanarkshire data are estimated to be 64% and 84% complete respectively. Data for the 
remaining twelve NHS boards will be available within the Acute Hospital Activity and NHS Beds 
Information National Statistics publication. The NHS boards are working to resolve these submission 
issues. 

 

http://www.isdscotland.org/index.asp


Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the what 
assessment it has made of the recent Rarer Cancer Foundation report, Nations Divided. 

 (S4W-04466) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As health is a devolved issue, decisions regarding the introduction of new 
medicines and treatments are taken by each of the UK countries through their own appraisal and 
assessment arrangements in line with established national policies. 

The arrangements set out in Guidance to NHS boards under cover of CEL 17 (2010) in relation to 
the introduction and availability of newly licensed medicines in the NHS in Scotland published in May 
2010 and which took effect from 1 April 2011, provide the means by which improved access to 
clinically and cost-effective medicines to treat all conditions throughout all parts of Scotland in 
accordance with clinical need will be achieved. 

The Rarer Cancers Foundation report, Nations Divided, was discussed during a recent 
parliamentary debate on cancer drugs. 

As a result of issues raised during the debate, consideration will be given to further improvements to 
the already robust arrangements for accessing clinically and cost-effective medicines which improve 
outcomes for patients. 

Learning and Justice 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
will ensure that members of black and ethnic minority communities have an equal opportunity to be 
aware of and considered for modern apprenticeships. 

Holding answer issued: 13 December 2011 (S4W-4295) 

Angela Constance: The Modern Apprenticeship Programme is a fully employed programme in 
Scotland and as a result recruitment decisions are in the hands of participating employers. We are 
committed to ensure that we improve the uptake by individuals of black and ethnic minority 
communities. The best way for us to achieve this is through the careers advice and guidance services 
offered to individuals and raising awareness among employers. 

In 2010 Skills Development Scotland provided funding to the STUC to undertake a project to 
promote the apprenticeship programme to trade unions and employers. Part of this project looked at 
improving the awareness of trade unions about the need to work with employers to promote the 
recruitment of individuals from a diverse range of backgrounds when undertaking apprenticeship 
recruitment processes. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what percentage of prisoners currently serving a sentence for drug-related offences has a 
previous drug-related conviction. 

 (S4W-4342) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The information requested is not readily available. Data from the Scottish Prison Service 
management information system allows the analysis of prisoners’ incarceration histories. However, 
these data are not held in a way which allows routine analysis of previous convictions other than those 
resulting in a custodial sentence. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what percentage of prisoners currently serving a sentence for drug-related offences has 
previously been to prison for drug-related offences. 

 (S4W-4343) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 



Analysis of the most recently available Scottish Prison Service data shows that about 70% of 
prisoners convicted of drug related offences have previously received custodial sentences for drug-
related offences during the past 10 years. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what discussions it has had with local authorities in the north east regarding 
options to abolish music tuition. 

 (S4W-4351) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-03669 on 16 November 2011, 
relating to the provision of music tuition in primary and secondary schools. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many pupils are studying (a) standard grade, (b) higher and (c) advanced 
higher music, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-4352) 

Michael Russell: The requested information on how many pupils are studying music is not 
available. However, information on the number of pupils entering music exams in 2010-11 for 
Standard Grade, Higher and Advanced Higher by local authority is provided in the following table. 

Local Authority Standard Grade Higher Advanced Higher 

Aberdeen City  227 127 36 

Aberdeenshire 265 173 48 

Angus 200 72 16 

Argyll and Bute 197 95 26 

Clackmannanshire 112 56 22 

Dumfries and Galloway 403 181 48 

Dundee City  302 99 33 

East Ayrshire 119 113 27 

East Dunbartonshire  168 108 35 

East Lothian  176 69 20 

East Renfrewshire  0 156 41 

Edinburgh City  359 234 70 

Eilean Siar 45 22 * 

Falkirk  237 116 34 

Fife  667 241 71 

Glasgow City  948 335 71 

Highland  559 226 91 

Inverclyde 193 71 27 

Midlothian  228 95 27 

Moray 256 54 25 

North Ayrshire 254 130 29 

North Lanarkshire  798 277 43 

Orkney Islands  27 46 9 

Perth and Kinross 231 104 35 

Renfrewshire 443 144 32 

Scottish Borders 147 117 30 

Shetland Islands  24 12 * 

South Ayrshire 55 109 26 

South Lanarkshire  663 305 86 

Stirling  27 101 29 

West Dunbartonshire  235 101 23 

West Lothian  492 154 48 

Note: *Numbers of less than five have been suppressed for disclosure and quality reasons. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many pupils have been charged fees to sit SQA exams in music in each year 
since 2007, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-4353) 

Michael Russell: We do not hold the information requested. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it last met (a) the 
UK Border Agency, (b) the Equality and Human Rights Commission, (c) Glasgow 2014, (d) the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and (e) representatives of police forces to discuss human 
trafficking. 

 (S4W-4356) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government works in partnership with the UK Government and 
other agencies to ensure that effective measures are taken to combat this form of serious organised 
crime. Meetings with our key partners are held on a regular basis. 

The Scottish Government last met with the UK Border Agency on 21 November 2011 and a further 
meeting will take place on 16 December 2011. Scottish Government officials met with the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission on 25 October 2011. The Commonwealth Games Security Committee, 
which includes representatives from the Scottish Government, met on 27 October 2011. A meeting 
was held with the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service on 27 September 2011. A meeting was 
held with the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency on 14 September 2011 and a meeting will 
be held with the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland on 9 December 2011. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is 
transferring (a) short and (b) long-term prisoners from HMP Barlinnie in order to reduce overcrowding 
and, if so, whether it is considering taking action to speed up this process. 

 (S4W-4386) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The current level of overcrowding in Scottish Prisons requires the SPS to monitor occupancy levels 
across all prisons daily. Where particular pressure requires action, the SPS looks to distribute the 
population across the estate in a balanced manner which takes account of operational pressures and 
the prisoner population profile. The opening of HMP Low Moss in March 2012 is expected to alleviate 
the current numbers pressures across the estate and reduce the overcrowding level in  
HMP Barlinnie. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether Scottish 
Prison Service staff are trained on child protection issues that might arise during prison visits and what 
the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-4387) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Scottish Prison Service places great importance on maintaining the safety and wellbeing of 
children who visit prisoners. Raising awareness of child protection issues is part of the SPS’ induction 
training for all new staff. Draft guidelines for staff in establishments are also in place. These are being 
reviewed to ensure that they reflect the Scottish Government’s National Guidance for Child Protection 
before being finalised. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
reports that 70.4% of prisoners at HMP Barlinnie do not have access to vocational or educational 



classes and whether it considers that this contributes to 42.4% prisoners from that establishment re-
offending within two years of release. 

 (S4W-4388) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

A significant number of Barlinnie’s prisoner population (around one-third) includes remand prisoners 
who are not legally obliged to undertake work or participate in vocational or educational classes and 
this has an impact on the numbers of prisoners undertaking purposeful activity at any one time. 

However, most sentenced prisoners in Barlinnie do take part in some form of purposeful activity 
during the day. While it is not possible to say whether there is a direct correlation between the number 
of prisoners in Barlinnie undertaking purposeful activity and the reconviction rate mentioned, the 
Scottish Prison Service has repeatedly said we are limited in what we can do with prisoners serving 
very short sentences, of which Barlinnie houses significant numbers, given the current overall high 
prison population. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it plans to reduce 
the number of remand prisoners. 

 (S4W-4389) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government recognises that remand is necessary and appropriate 
in some cases for the protection of the public. Individual decisions will always be for the courts. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
fund improvements to the reception area at HMP Barlinnie. 

 (S4W-4390) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

This was one of Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Prisons recommendations in his generally very 
favourable Inspection Report following his inspection of Barlinnie in May 2011. 

The Chief Inspector recommended that a new reception facility for prisoners should be created given 
as he said the poor physical conditions and the large number of prisoner movements at Barlinnie. 
Whilst SPS accepts that the position in the reception area is far from ideal, the opening of Low Moss in 
2012 will help to alleviate some of issues identified and our view is that there are other higher priority 
areas for investment within Barlinnie to which resources should be directed. 

The Chief inspector also recommended that in the light of the opening of HMP Low Moss, SPS 
should review the long-term future of HMP Barlinnie and then plan and implement the re-development 
of the prison as soon as possible. We have committed to taking forward work to plan the replacement 
of HMP Barlinnie facilities beyond the current spending review period. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the how much funding will be available to 
South Lanarkshire Council for the No Knives, Better Lives initiative. 

 (S4W-04402) 

Kenny MacAskill: To build on the success of the initial two years of the successful No Knives Better 
Lives campaign, the Cabinet Secretary for Justice announced a doubling of the funding to £500,000 
for 2011-12. The budget is managed centrally and there is no specific allocation per area. Monies are 
used to create a national program of materials that can be used as No Knives Better Lives rolls out to 
new areas. This includes social advertising, web resources, educational and youth work toolkits, 
training to build the capacity of local workers, resources to support youth diversion activities/youth 
engagement projects, peer education and schools programmes. 



Each area level campaign is tailored to the local community’s needs, building on work that is already 
existing. Our investment is then maximised by local partners who are also bringing their time, 
resources and in-kind support to the local campaigns. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much funding will 
be available for the No Knives, Better Lives initiative in (a) South Lanarkshire, (b) North Lanarkshire, 
(c) South-east Glasgow, (d) West Edinburgh, (e) East Ayrshire and (f) North Ayrshire. 

 (S4W-4403) 

Kenny MacAskill: To build on the success of the initial two years of the successful No Knives Better 
Lives campaign, the Cabinet Secretary for Justice announced a doubling of the funding to £500,000 
for 2011-12. The budget is managed centrally and there is no specific allocation per area. Monies are 
used to create a national program of materials that can be used as No Knives Better Lives rolls out to 
new areas. This includes social advertising, web resources, educational and youth work toolkits, 
training to build the capacity of local workers, resources to support youth diversion activities/youth 
engagement projects, peer education and schools programmes. 

Each area level campaign is tailored to the needs of local communities, building on work that is 
already existing. Our investment is then maximised by local partners who are also bringing their time, 
resources and in-kind support to the local campaigns. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether there will be any changes to the methodology for (a) distributing or (b) deciding the 
composition of the Research Excellence Grant for universities. 

 (S4W-4404) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) allocates the Research Excellence Grant 
(REG) to Scottish higher education institutions. The SFC has yet to determine how it will allocate REG 
in academic year 2012-13. 

My recent guidance letter to SFC sets out my expectation that research funding will be focussed on 
world-leading and internationally excellent research to ensure that our research remains internationally 
competitive. This is consistent with the pre-legislative paper, Putting Learners at the Centre, published 
in September 2011.  

SFC officials have been discussing with Universities Scotland how they plan to change their 
approach to allocating REG to achieve this. SFC will be announcing their planned allocations for 
academic year 2012-13 and publishing them on their website here shortly.  

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/home/home.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the (a) terms and conditions and (b) salary will be of the chief constable of the 
proposed single police force and what relevant discussions have taken place. 

 (S4W-4414) 

Kenny MacAskill: The salary and terms and conditions of the chief constable of the single Police 
Service have yet to be determined. Terms and conditions of service for all police officers, including the 
salaries of chief constables, are set out in police regulations and subject to agreement through the 
Police Negotiating Board. The government is not proposing to change those negotiating 
arrangements. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the what the impact will be of the 
proposed changes to funding for educational psychology training. 

 (S4W-04451) 

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/home/home.aspx


Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the what measures it will take to 
ensure that there is no loss of quality in the service provided by educational psychologists as a result 
of the proposed changes to funding of their training. 

 (S4W-04452) 

Michael Russell: We will continue to support the Educational Psychologist Workforce Planning 
Group which is chaired by Scottish Government Officials. The group will continue to meet to consider 
potential future impact. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
alternative options it explored before deciding on changes to the funding for educational psychology 
training. 

 (S4W-4453) 

Michael Russell: I fully recognise the contribution that Educational Psychologists make in 
supporting children and young people to achieve their full potential and our long-standing commitment 
to funding educational psychology training reflects this. However, the funding provided was introduced 
in 1998 in response to a staffing shortage in that sector and there is now a need to ensure a 
consistent approach to funding of postgraduate training. 

Education and lifelong learning are key drivers for jobs and economic growth. The Spending Review 
reflects our commitment to enable children and young people to improve their life chances, reach their 
full potential and make the best possible contribution to Scotland's economy. However, the Scottish 
budget faces real and significant long-term cuts in coming years and tough decisions have had to be 
made to prioritise spending. The decision to align the funding of trainee educational psychologists with 
funding for other post-graduate funding programmes reflects this. 

Those students who are currently in training will not be affected, this means that there will be new 
educational psychologists entering the system for the next two years. We will use this time to work to 
ensure a sustainable approach going forward. 

Office of the First Minister 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the quality of mobile broadband coverage across the country. 

 (S4W-4307) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government wants improved mobile coverage (including voice and data) 
across the whole of Scotland, particularly in rural areas where coverage is poor. Current coverage 
levels across Scotland are well behind the UK average.  

The Scottish Government currently has no powers to require improved levels of mobile coverage as 
telecoms regulation in the UK is reserved, with Ofcom being responsible for the license conditions 
under which mobile operators operate. Currently, all UK mobile operators are meeting the UK 
coverage obligations contained within their respective license conditions.  

The Scottish Government has in the past and will continue to press UK Government and Ofcom to 
increase mobile coverage obligations in Scotland, specifically to include a minimum target coverage 
level for Scotland, at least equivalent to the UK target. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
submissions in languages other than English to its consultations are published in the original 
language. 

Holding answer issued: 8 December 2011 (S4W-4186) 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
submissions to its consultations that are translated into English are published along with the original 
language. 

Holding answer issued: 8 December 2011 (S4W-4187) 



Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government values Scotland’s linguistic and cultural diversity and 
welcomes consultation responses in languages other than English. Responses in Scottish Gaelic and 
Scots are particularly encouraged, in keeping with the policy of normalising the use of Gaelic and 
Scots in contexts from which they have historically been excluded. 

Consultation responses are published in the language in which they are received. Where this is a 
language other than English, an English translation will also be published alongside the original. 
Those submitting responses are welcome to provide their own English translation, but this is not a 
requirement and the Scottish Government will arrange for the translation of submissions as necessary. 


