
Friday 9 December 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many full-time 
equivalent Transport Scotland employees there have been with the Edinburgh tram project since May 
2011 and how many there were from (a) May 2008 to April 2009, (b) May 2009 to April 2010 and (c) 
May 2010 to April 2011. 

 (S4W-4271) 

Keith Brown: Details are as follows: 

May 2008 to April 2009 One 

May 2009 to April 2010 One 

May 2010 to April 2011 One  

May 2011 to August 2011 One 

September 2011 to present Four 

 

Governance and Communities 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
the erection of the Olympic symbol in a suitable location in Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-4230) 

Fiona Hyslop: The identification of a suitable location is primarily a matter for Edinburgh City 
Council. The Scottish Government stands ready to provide appropriate assistance as required. 

The Scottish Government is committed to making the most of the opportunities that the 2012 
Olympic Games could present for Scotland in the next year. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has had 
discussions with Historic Scotland regarding a suitable location to display the Olympic symbol in 
Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-4231) 

Fiona Hyslop: Representatives of the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games earlier 
this year held in principle discussions with officials of Edinburgh City Council, Historic Scotland and 
the Scottish Government. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any ministerial 
direction was given to Historic Scotland regarding displaying the Olympic symbol in Edinburgh. 

 (S4W-4232) 

Fiona Hyslop: Following careful consideration of the proposal to display the Olympic symbols at 
Edinburgh Castle, Historic Scotland concluded that the proposal was not conducive to the successful 
operation of Scotland’s most popular heritage attraction. 

Historic Scotland is an executive agency of the Scottish Government charged with safeguarding the 
nation’s historic environment. All functions performed by the agency are carried out on behalf of 
Scottish ministers. 

 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
plans to take forward regeneration policy.  

 (S4W-04496) 



Alex Neil: On 12 December I will launch the Scottish Government’s Regeneration Strategy: 
Achieving a Sustainable Future. The Regeneration Strategy outlines our vision for a Scotland where 
our most disadvantaged communities are supported and where all places are sustainable, and 
promote wellbeing. The strategy follows the publication of the Regeneration Discussion Paper in 
February 2011 and the Government Economic Strategy in September 2011. 

SPRUCE, Scotland’s JESSICA fund (Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in City 
Areas) will also be launched on the same date. SPRUCE has been developed by the Scottish 
Government in partnership with the European Commission and European Investment Bank (EIB). It 
brings together Scottish Government resources with funding from the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) to support regeneration and economic development. 

Copies of the Regeneration Strategy have been placed in the Scottish Parliament’s Information 
Centre (Bib. number 53464). 

Health and Social Care 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what discussions ministers have had with UK Government ministers regarding the 
implementation of the proposed Welfare Reform Bill. 

Holding answer issued: 8 December 2011 (S4W-4175) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has held regular discussions with the UK Government, 
at ministerial and official level, regarding the Welfare Reform Bill. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what discussions ministers have had with local authorities regarding the 
implementation of the proposed Welfare Reform Bill. 

Holding answer issued: 8 December 2011 (S4W-4176) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government holds regular discussions with local authorities, at 
ministerial and official level, on matters of mutual interest including welfare reform. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its plans are to 
use the 2012 Olympics as a platform to encourage a more physically active nation. 

 (S4W-4233) 

Shona Robison: We will use the inspiration provided by the 2012 Olympics, the 2014 
Commonwealth Games, Ryder Cup etc. to encourage all Scots to be more active and help to make 
Scotland more physically active. 

We will be building on our activity and investment in Community Sports Hubs within local 
communities and the Active Schools Network, which has delivered over five million opportunities for 
young people to be active last year. We will also be working in partnership with a number of 
organisations in support of events which will take place in Scotland next year in the run-up to the 2012 
Olympics. These include Sport Relief, National School Sports Week and the World Active Ageing 
Congress. In addition, over 800 schools across Scotland have registered on the London 2012 Get Set 
programme. 

Health and Social Care 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many cleaning staff each NHS board has employed in each year since 2007. 

 

Holding answer issued: 21 November 2011 (S4W-3853) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not held centrally. However, information regarding 
the number of domestic staff employed by NHS boards is collected. The number of domestic staff 
employed by NHS Scotland (head count) is shown in the following table by NHS board for years 2007 
to 2010.  



Please note that data is not directly comparable across NHS boards and across years. The data was 
collected at different times of year and may be influenced by a number of factors, including boards’ 
differing use of contract cleaners and overtime working and in-year fluctuations. 

Number of Domestic Staff (Head Count) by NHS Board 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 957 948 998 1,052 

NHS Borders 266 266 250 250 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 221 227 234 246 

NHS Fife 565 563 589 636 

NHS Forth Valley 601 598 592 624 

NHS Grampian 1,142 1,157 1,140 1,196 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1,719 1,787 1,964 2,047 

NHS Highland 856 856 1,031 1,070 

NHS Lanarkshire 456 450 462 504 

NHS Lothian 1,299.5 1,284 1,338 1,399 

NHS Orkney 42 44 42 39 

NHS Shetland 0 0 0 1  

NHS Tayside 675 674 657 693 

NHS Western Isles 86 86 86 90 

Golden Jubilee 27 37 37 43 

Scottish Ambulance Service 17 17 17 30 

State Hospital 41 51 55 57 

Total 8,970.5 9,045 9,492 9,977 

 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
strategy for procurement will be with regard to the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-04246) 

Shona Robison: The Glasgow 2014 Organising Committee is responsible for the majority of 
games-related contracts for the Commonwealth Games. In addition, the Scottish Government is 
working to use the London 2012 Olympics and Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games to help build the 
capacity of Scottish businesses, including social enterprises, to bid for contracts, in order that they can 
compete better in local, national and international markets. 

The Scottish Government is determined to ensure that the public sector across Scotland makes the 
best use of public funds and is promoting the use of community benefit clauses in procurement 
contracts. Through this policy, 339 New Entrant Trainee (NET) employment places for the long-term 
unemployed or education leavers have already been secured in Glasgow across games projects. 

Scottish companies continue to benefit from winning contracts for major events, giving a much 
needed boost to the economy. One hundred and thirty-three contracts out of 171 contracts awarded 
through the 2014 business portal have been awarded to Scottish based companies with the promise 
of more to come. These contracts are helping people back into work and others into their first jobs. 
Key to the government’s legacy aspirations is that the games act as a catalyst to support people 
moving into and towards employment through games-related job, volunteering and training 
opportunities. 

Learning and Justice 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive what the annual income from licensing fees has been in each year since 
2009, broken down by (a) local authority and (b) rateable value category. 
 (S4W-4405) 

Kenny MacAskill: Data on income from licensing fees for the financial year 2009-10 is in the public 
domain and is contained within Annex F of the Scottish Local Government Financial Statistics. It can 
be found on the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Local-Government-
Finance/PubScottishLGFStats/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on.  

Data broken down by rateable value is not centrally available. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Local-Government-Finance/PubScottishLGFStats/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Local-Government-Finance/PubScottishLGFStats/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on


Office of the First Minister 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
representations it has made to (a) the UK Government and (b) Ofcom regarding the delay to the 
auction of the spectrum for mobile services in the (i) 800 and (ii) 2,600 MHz band. 

 (S4W-4302) 

Alex Neil: Responsibility for mobile spectrum and for the auction of spectrum in the (i) 800 and (ii) 
2,600 MHz band across the UK rests with Ofcom. The Scottish Government meets regularly with 
Ofcom and the Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure and Capital Investment last met the Chief 
Executive, Ed Richards, on 9 November 2011. 

Ofcom has advised that the delay is due to the need to carry out further consultation with industry on 
the design of the auction but that it remains confident that the spectrum auction will take place in the 
second half of 2012. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
assessment it has made of the impact on (a) the economy, (b) the rural economy and (c) its 
broadband strategy of the delay to the auction of the spectrum for mobile services in the (i) 800 and (ii) 
2,600 MHz band. 

 (S4W-4303) 

Alex Neil: As set out in Scotland’s Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, the Scottish Government 
has made it clear it expects all of Scotland, including rural Scotland, to benefit from the roll out of 4G 
mobile services. The delay to the auction is therefore concerning, particularly as the roll out of 4G 
mobile services could play a significant role in improving broadband coverage across Scotland. 

As the specific details of the auction design are not yet known, it is therefore difficult to carry out an 
assessment of the impact of the delay on the (i) economy, (ii) rural economy or the (iii) broadband 
strategy. As far as we are aware, no detailed assessment has been made at a UK or Scottish level on 
the impact of the delay. However, Ofcom has indicated that it does not expect the postponement of 
the auction to significantly delay the availability of new services to customers. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is regarding the rollout of 4G mobile services across the country. 

 (S4W-4306) 

Alex Neil: As set out in Scotland’s Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, the Scottish Government 
has made it clear it expects all of Scotland, including rural Scotland, to benefit from the roll out of 4G 
mobile services. The Scottish Government currently has no powers to require improved levels of 
mobile coverage as telecoms regulation is reserved to the UK Government, with Ofcom being 
responsible for the license conditions under which mobile operators operate. 

The Scottish Government’s position on the roll out of 4G mobile services was clearly articulated in 
the response to the Ofcom consultation in June 2011. The key actions identified were: that the 
coverage obligation should be increased to at least 98% and should apply to each constituent nation 
of the UK, i.e. 98% of Scotland, and that the target date should be accelerated to 2015. 

A copy of the full response to the consultation can be accessed here: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/06/14092555/0. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the decision by Ofcom to delay the date of the auction of the spectrum for mobile 
services in the (a) 800 and (b) 2,600 MHz band. 

 (S4W-4308) 

Alex Neil: As set out in Scotland’s Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland, the Scottish Government 
has made it clear it expects all of Scotland, including rural Scotland, to benefit from the roll out of 4G 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/06/14092555/0


mobile services. The delay to the auction is therefore concerning, particularly as the roll out of 4G 
mobile services could play a significant role in improving broadband coverage across Scotland. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which ministers spoke at a 
conference between 4 May 2007 and 6 May 2011; what the topic of their contribution was; who (a) 
organised and (b) sponsored the conference, and what payment they received. 

 (S4W-4191) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what parliamentary 
receptions ministers hosted between 4 May 2007 and 6 May 2011. 

 (S4W-4193) 

John Swinney: The information requested could only be obtained at disproportionate cost. 

Transport Scotland 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how often the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth has received reports from Transport 
Scotland on the progress of the Edinburgh tram project since May 2008. 

 (S4W-4270) 

Keith Brown: Ministers have been kept appraised of progress on an ongoing basis since May 2008. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the reports it 
receives from Transport Scotland on the progress of the Edinburgh tram project are structured on the 
basis of each grant condition and the degree to which these conditions have been met. 

 (S4W-4272) 

Keith Brown: The progress reports cover all relevant aspects of the tram project and are not 
specifically structured on the basis of each grant condition. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth was first made aware that the Edinburgh 
tram project would not meet its planned opening date of January 2011. 

 (S4W-4273) 

Keith Brown: The Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth was first 
made aware that the Edinburgh tram project would not meet its planned opening date of January 
2011, in March 2010. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth has approved the relaxation of the 
conditions set out in the grant agreement for the Edinburgh tram project since January 2008 and, if so, 
to what extent the conditions were relaxed and whether this was agreed with the City of Edinburgh 
Council. 

 (S4W-4274) 

Keith Brown: The substantive grant conditions have not been relaxed. Ministers have approved 
changes to two grant conditions with the agreement in each case of the City of Edinburgh Council. In 
October 2010, the council sought approval to waive the 30 days formal notice required to give 
ministers prior to any termination of the tram contract. Ministers agreed to that request. 

To allow the council time to conclude their negotiations with their contractors and obtain the 
agreement of their full council, ministers agreed with the City of Edinburgh council to extend the grant 
agreement from 31 March 2011 to 31 August 2011. 

 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
signage requirements there are for local authorities when introducing a mandatory 20 mph limit. 

 (S4W-4287) 

Keith Brown: Traffic signs are reserved to the UK Parliament. The 20 mph signage requirements 
which local authorities should follow is under Schedule 19, Part II, Direction 16, of the Traffic Signs 
Regulations and General Directions. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
recent discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding sleeper rail services. 

 (S4W-4313) 

Keith Brown: We are holding discussions with the UK Government following its announcement on 
sleeper services in the Autumn Budget Statement. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it was notified of the UK Government’s plans to provide capital funding for sleeper rail services and 
whether it plans to hold discussions with it regarding this. 

 (S4W-4314) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government was notified of these plans on the day of the UK 
Government’s Autumn Budget Statement. 

We are already in discussion with UK Government on this issue. 

 
The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-04190 
S4W-04192 


