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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Enterprise & Environment 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what evidence 
it has on the impact of extracting and burning shale gas reserves on climate change and whether it will 
publish these data. 

 (S4W-04182) 

Fergus Ewing: Evidence on shale gas and coal bed methane activities is not held by the Scottish 
Government or SEPA, given there are no facilities currently operating in Scotland, although there have 
been applications in Scotland for investigatory boreholes relating to these activities. 

The Scottish Government does not expect significant emissions from the burning and extraction of 
shale gas and coal bed methane in Scotland. Increased unconventional gas production, if properly 
controlled, could result in lower overall emissions, if it displaces fuels such as coal which are 
associated with higher emissions. 

Information from the UK Government Energy and Climate Change Select Committee report on these 
activities is available: 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/energy-and-climate-
change-committee/news/new-report-shale-gas/. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what evidence 
it has on the human health risks arising from shale gas development. 

 (S4W-04183) 

Fergus Ewing: Human health risks to consider in relation to shale gas extraction are mainly related 
to the potential for water pollution. The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) considers this 
through the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) licensing regime. SEPA does not 
currently hold evidence on health impacts, as there has been no activity in these areas to date in 
Scotland, however on receipt of an application, health risks relating to the water environment will be 
assessed. 

The UK Government Energy and Climate Change Select Committee undertook a wide ranging 
inquiry taking evidence from a number of organisations on the climate change impacts of extracting 
and burning shale gas. The findings of the committee report are available:  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/energy-and-climate-
change-committee/news/new-report-shale-gas/. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
considers that the burning and extraction of shale gas and coal bed methane gas reserves will release 
significant quantities of climate change emissions into the atmosphere. 

 (S4W-04184) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not expect significant emissions from the burning 
and extraction of shale gas and coal bed methane in Scotland. Increased unconventional gas 
production, if properly controlled, could result in lower overall emissions, if it displaces fuels such as 
coal which are associated with higher emissions. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
considers that shale gas and coal bed methane gas reserves extracted by using hydraulic fracturing 
methods could impact on its climate change targets.  

 (S4W-04185) 
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Fergus Ewing: In the transition to a low carbon future, we will still need to rely on fossil fuels for 
many years to come. 

Shale gas is a natural gas and increased shale gas production could result in lower overall 
emissions, if it displaces fuels such as coal which is associated with higher emissions. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the sources are of the £144.3 million funding pot to deliver next generation broadband. 

 (S4W-04288) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has committed funding up to £144.3 million until the financial 
year 2015-16, for the specific purpose of the accelerated roll-out of next generation broadband 
throughout Scotland. 

This funding will help deliver the Scottish Government’s strategic national broadband infrastructure 
plan, and is made up from the following sources:  

£50 million from the Next Generation Digital Fund, announced as part of the Spending Review of 
2011;  
up to £25.5 million from the current structural funds programming period, and 
£68.8 million allocated to Scotland by the UK Government. 

The Scottish Government is also currently exploring alternative financing models, such as revenue 
financing and profit sharing, as well as other potential funding sources, including local authorities and 
the newly proposed Connecting Europe Facility. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information 
it has regarding the number of hen harriers that have been satellite tagged as part of the Langholm 
Moor Demonstration Project and what is known about the whereabouts of those birds. 

 (S4W-04336) 

Stewart Stevenson: In 2010, three hen harriers were satellite tagged as part of the Langholm Moor 
Demonstration Project. All three have now stopped transmitting. One tag was recovered at Langholm, 
with no trace of the bird. The other two birds were tracked through southern Scotland, south west 
England and France and Spain. No tags or birds have been found. 

In 2011, three birds were satellite tagged and all have now stopped transmitting. Transmissions 
were last received from south of Carlisle, in the Moorfoot Hills and France. No tags or birds have been 
found and there are no indications of the cause of the lost signals. 

The life expectancy of the satellite tags used is between a few months to around three years. While 
live, the tags provide valuable information on hen harrier range and dispersal. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
information it holds on the sources of persistent organic pollutants. 

 (S4W-04360) 

Stewart Stevenson: The vast majority of persistent organic pollutants are created in industrial 
processes, either intentionally or as byproducts. There are very few natural sources. Specific 
information on sources is not held centrally, but general background can be found in the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, a global treaty to protect human health and the 
environment from these chemicals http://chm.pops.int/Convention/ThePOPs/tabid/673/Default.aspx. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it 
is taking to replace persistent organic pollutants with safer alternatives in order to protect children’s 
health, in light of the World Health Organization report, Persistent Organic Pollutants: Impact on Child 
Health. 

 (S4W-04361) 

http://chm.pops.int/Convention/ThePOPs/tabid/673/Default.aspx


Stewart Stevenson: Most of the persistent organic pollutants listed in the Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants have been banned in the UK for several years. Two substances, known 
collectively as dioxins, have never been produced intentionally but may be formed as a byproduct 
during combustion or some industrial processes. 

The UK Government has ratified the Convention and, in partnership with the devolved 
administrations, has produced a National Implementation Plan which sets out the action being taken. 
The plan can be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/chemicals/specific/pops/. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what Scottish 
Government discretion has been agreed with the UK Government in respect of its energy market 
reform proposals for long-term financial support for carbon capture and storage deployment. 

Holding answer issued: 6 December 2011 (S4W-03981) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is working closely with the UK Department of Energy and 
Climate Change on the detail of the reforms set out in the Electricity Market Reform White Paper, 
Planning our electric future: a White Paper for secure, affordable and low-carbon electricity, published 
on 12 July 2011. This includes agreeing the proposals in the Electricity Market Reform which relate to 
support for carbon capture and storage deployment. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the National 
Planning Framework for Scotland 2 will be reviewed in light of the decision not to proceed with the 
Longannet carbon capture and storage demonstration plant and the potential impact on the targets in 
the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

Holding answer issued: 6 December 2011 (S4W-03982) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to my answer to question S4W-03392 on 16 November 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether Scottish 
Enterprise is reviewing its CCS Cluster Investment Plan and any shared usage of infrastructure in 
relation to the existing proposed carbon capture and storage (CCS) demonstration projects, in light of 
the cancellation of the Longannet CCS demonstration project. 

Holding answer issued: 6 December 2011 (S4W-03986) 

Fergus Ewing: The UK Government decision not to proceed with the CCS demonstration 
competition funding for the Longannet project does impact on the infrastructure development 
scenarios in the CO2Transport Infrastructure Options study by Scottish Enterprise. 

The study is now being reviewed and Scottish Enterprise are in discussion with industry partners 
how existing infrastructure can be fully utilised to promote Scotland’s opportunity to provide CO2 
storage capacity for CCS projects across the EU. Options for maximising storage potential are being 
considered in more detail, including the importation of captured CO2 by shipment from Europe for 
injection into depleted hydrocarbon fields and deep saline formations within the North Sea. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what risk assessment 
has been carried out on the impact of hydraulic fracturing for shale oil extraction on (a) groundwater 
and watercourses and (b) how local carbon impacts might be assessed. 

Holding answer issued: 5 December 2011 (S4W-04085) 

Fergus Ewing: As part of the local planning process hydraulic fracturing activities should be 
screened to determine if Environmental Impact Assessment, as per the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Scotland) Regulations, is required. If such assessment is considered to be required, the 
planning authority would factor the environmental information provided into its decision on the 
subsequent planning application, this would normally include climatic factors. 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/chemicals/specific/pops/
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SEPA carries out a risk assessment as part of its specific obligations to evaluate risks to the water 
environment when assessing applications for licences under the Water Environment (Controlled 
Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 (CAR). CAR licences are only issued when SEPA are satisfied 
that any risks to the water environment are negated or within manageable tolerances. 

To date there have been no applications made to SEPA for hydraulic fracturing for the purposes of 
either shale gas or shale oil extraction in Scotland and SEPA is also not aware of any pre-application 
discussions under CAR regarding hydraulic fracturing for the purposes of shale gas or shale oil 
extraction. 

However, there have been pre-application discussions and CAR applications for hydraulic fracturing 
for the purposes of coal bed methane extraction in the location of Canonbie, Dumfrieshire and the 
process above were followed. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when ministers last met representatives of each of Scotland’s heating oil distribution companies. 

 (S4W-04171) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Government officials have periodically met with heating oil distribution 
companies to discuss winter fuel resilience issues and ministers have been informed of the planned 
arrangements. 

The Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism is scheduled to meet three oil distribution 
companies on 9 December 2011. 

Governance and Communities 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what reference it made to 
the public sector equality duty in the Equality Act 2010 when working on the Scottish Spending Review 
2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13. 

 (S4W-04212) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it has taken to 
ensure that protected groups are not disproportionately affected by the proposed budget for 2012-13. 

 (S4W-04213) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it carried out an 
equality impact assessment while drafting the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-
13. 

 (S4W-04214) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government takes its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 and 
the public sector equality duty very seriously and we continue to work to ensure that the spending 
decisions we take pay due regard to their impact on equality. 

Further detail about how the Scottish Government has taken forward its work in this area can be 
found within the Equality Budget Statement which was published alongside the Scottish Spending 
Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13. The statement provides an equality analysis by portfolio and 
information about the action taken to embed equality within the spending review, including the action 
taken to raise awareness across government of our responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/26110945/0. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, in light of the recent high 
court decision that the closure of library services by Gloucestershire and Somerset county councils 
was unlawful, whether it will review its processes to ensure that all spending decisions are scrutinised 
for compliance with the public sector equality duty. 

 (S4W-04218) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/26110945/0


John Swinney: The Scottish Government takes its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 and 
the public sector equality duty very seriously and we continue to work to ensure that the spending 
decisions we take pay due regard to their impact on equality. 

Further detail about how the Scottish Government has taken forward its work in this area can be 
found within the Equality Budget Statement which was published alongside the Scottish Spending 
Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13. The statement provides an equality analysis by Portfolio and 
information about the action taken to embed equality within the spending review, including the action 
taken to raise awareness across government of our responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/26110945/0. 

We continue to seek improvements in our approach to the budget and work with the Equality Budget 
Advisory Group (EBAG) in this regard. For the first time this year, building on feedback, we intend to 
publish a summary update of our equality analysis that will take account of the impact of changes that 
occur to the Draft Budget 2012-13 as a result of the budget scrutiny process. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has met (a) 
COSLA and (b) any local authority to discuss the public sector duty in the Equality Act 2010 and its 
implications for local government budget reductions. 

 (S4W-04219) 

John Swinney: Local authorities, like other public bodies, are covered by the public sector equality 
duty in the Equality Act 2010 which is reserved to the UK Government. In relation to the Scottish 
specific duties, Scottish ministers are currently considering the specific equality duties to be placed on 
public authorities in Scotland. The Scottish Government has consulted on proposed regulations on 
three separate occasions and COSLA has been engaged throughout and individual local authorities 
have responded as part of the consultation. How local authorities will apply these legal requirements 
to their spending decisions is a matter for them. 

The Scottish Government drew on the considerations of the Equality Budget Advisory Group, of 
which COSLA is a member, as part of the spending review process. These discussions included, 
amongst other issues, consideration of the general implications for public services of reductions in 
public spending imposed on Scotland by the UK Government and the impact that these may have on 
vulnerable groups. 

In addition, a specific outcome of the Spending Review, captured in the Equality Statement which 
was published alongside the budget, has been the agreed and decisive shift towards preventative 
spend measures and the creation of new change funds which provide opportunities to secure positive 
outcomes for some of the most vulnerable people in society; including older adults, disabled people 
and people from ethnic minority groups. 

The Equality Budget Statement sets out further detail of the local government portfolio’s 
consideration of the potential impact on equality of budget decisions, and this portfolio’s contribution 
towards creating a more equal Scotland. The Equality Budget Statement Scottish Spending Review 
2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13 can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/26110945/0. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what assessment it 
has made of the number of households in disadvantaged communities in Glasgow that have access to 
broadband in their homes. 

 (S4W-04228) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government paper Scotland’s Digital Future: A Strategy for Scotland 
highlighted that “Broadband use is lowest among older people, those with health difficulties, and those 
on low incomes.” Broadband uptake in the 15% most deprived areas within Glasgow City is 47%, 
against a national average of 61% (Scottish Household Survey 2009-10 data). 

The Ofcom Communications Market Report for Scotland published in August 2011 reports that one 
in ten adults in Scotland access the internet using mobile broadband on their computer via a dongle. It 
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also reports that one in five mobile telephone owners in Scotland now has a smartphone, with 21% of 
adults accessing the internet via a mobile device. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding was provided to the Improvement Service in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09 and (c) 2009-10 and 
has been provided for 2011-12. 

 (S4W-04251) 

John Swinney: In relation to parts (a) and (c), I refer the member to the answers to questions S3W-
19966 and S3W-36122, on 27 January 2009 and 15 September 2010 respectively. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

In relation to part (b), in 2008-09, the Scottish Government provided £1.2 million in grant funding to 
the improvement service for specific projects. In relation to 2011-12, grant funding of up to £219,000 
has been agreed for specific projects. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding has been identified for the Improvement Service in the draft budget for 2012-13. 

 (S4W-04252) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government provides funding to the Improvement Service for the 
delivery of individual specific projects for which there is an agreed business case. Allocations to 
individual projects will be dependent on proposals that come forward following the conclusion of the 
Budget Bill process and over the course of the financial year. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
conditions were attached to the funding to the Improvement Service in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 
2009-10 and (d) 2010-11 and are attached for 2011-12. 

 (S4W-04253) 

John Swinney: All funding is awarded under the terms of the Scottish Public Finance Manual. In 
2007-08, funding to the Improvement Service comprised both core funding and grants for specific 
projects. Since 2008-09, all funding has been for specific projects. Core funding terms were related to 
the delivery of an agreed Business Plan. Project funding is based on an individual grant agreement for 
each project, which includes both standard conditions and specific conditions which include the 
purpose, outcomes, targets and costs of that project. Project funding has covered a wide range of 
subjects including Shared Services, Customer First, Planning Development and capacity building for 
Community Planning Partnerships. 

Health and Social Care 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
data are available on the impact on life expectancy of being a problem drinker. 

 (S4W-04285) 

Michael Matheson: There is substantial international evidence to demonstrate the risk of mortality 
and morbidity for a range of conditions increases the more alcohol that is consumed. However, no 
routine data is available on the impact on life expectancy of being a problem drinker. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence guidelines for attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD) are applicable in Scotland and, if so, what action it has taken to inform NHS boards 
of their responsibilities under these. 

 (S4W-04297) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Matheson: Guidance for health professionals treating children and young people with 
attention deficit and hyperkinetic disorders can be found in the SIGN national clinical guideline 112 
http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/112/index.html. 

NICE Clinical Guidelines 72 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity: Diagnosis and Management of ADHD in 
Children, Young People and Adults provides guidance for clinical staff treating adults with 
developmental disorders. 

http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidelines/CG72/NiceGuidance/pdf/English. 

While NICE guidelines have no formal status in Scotland the methodology and processes adopted 
are considered rigorous. These national guidelines provide a framework for evidence based 
assessment and management of ADHD, and we would expect healthcare professionals to take 
account of all available evidence when providing care and treatment for individuals. 

We have created a development group on developmental disorders in adults, including ADHD, 
which is looking at how we improve support and services for adults with developmental disorders. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many men over 65 have died as a result of an abdominal aortic aneurysm in 
each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-04310) 

Michael Matheson: The following table gives the numbers of deaths, registered in Scotland, of 
men, who were aged 65 or over, for which the underlying cause was an abdominal aortic aneurysm. 

Deaths of Men Aged 65 and Over
1
 for which the Underlying Cause was an Abdominal Aortic 

Aneurysm
2
 

Year of Registration Deaths 

2001 194 

2002 212 

2003 233 

2004 223 

2005 212 

2006 218 

2007 224 

2008 199 

2009 192 

2010 196 

Source: National Records of Scotland (NRS). 
Notes: 
1. The figures include deaths of men who were aged 65 (as well as those who were over 65) because 
normal practice, in demographic statistics, is to produce statistics for the “65 and over” age-group 
rather than for a “66 and over” age-group. 
2. Deaths for which the International Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, Tenth 
Revision (ICD-10) code for the underlying cause of the death was one of the following: 
I71.3 - abdominal aortic aneurysm, ruptured. 
I71.4 - abdominal aortic aneurysm, without mention of rupture. 
These figures do not include deaths whose underlying cause was an aortic aneurysm for which the 
site was not specified NRS, either on the death certificate or in any additional information about the 
death that NRS subsequently obtained. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it took 
cognisance of the Equality Act 2010 when proposing to reduce the budget for the further education 
sector. 

 (S4W-04215) 

Alasdair Allan: Yes. 

http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/fulltext/112/index.html
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it carried out an 
equality impact assessment when proposing a reduction in the further education budget for the next 
three years. 

 (S4W-04216) 

Alasdair Allan: Scottish Government takes its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 and the 
public sector equality duty very seriously and we continue to work to ensure that the financial 
decisions we take pay due regard to their impact on equality. An exercise was undertaken to gather 
available information about equalities groups likely to be affected by the further education budget 
proposals. This is summarised in the Equality Budget Statement, which was published alongside the 
Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13, and is available at:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/26110945/0. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will publish its 
equality impact assessment and any other analysis in relation to the reduction in the further education 
budget in the context of the Equality Act 2010. 

 (S4W-04217) 

Alasdair Allan: Scottish Government takes its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 and the 
public sector equality duty very seriously and we continue to work to ensure that the financial 
decisions we take pay due regard to their impact on equality. 

Further detail about how Scottish Government has taken forward its work in this area can be found 
within the Equality Budget Statement which was published alongside the Scottish Spending Review 
2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13. The statement provides an equality analysis by portfolio and 
information about the action taken to embed equality within the spending review, including the action 
taken to raise awareness across government of our responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010.  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/26110945/0. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is 
taking to improve conditions for (a) prisoners and (b) prisoners with mental health issues in HMP 
Cornton Vale. 

 (S4W-04242) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The SPS Framework for the Management of Women in Custody has identified several areas of 
development to meet the needs of women in custody in Cornton Vale. 

Easing overcrowding of the prison has allowed for general improvement in conditions for all women 
prisoners. 

Identified managers and named nurses are now responsible for the operation of multi-disciplinary 
mental health team meetings, and support for individual prisoners with mental health issues 
respectively. 

Responsibility for the delivery of healthcare transferred to the NHS on 1 November 2011 and the 
specific healthcare needs of women in HMP Cornton Vale will be met by Forth Valley Health Board. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress 
has been made in providing staff at HMP Cornton Vale with appropriate training to deal with the needs 
of prisoners with mental health issues. 

 (S4W-04244) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/26110945/0
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Within the SPS Framework for Management for Women in Custody, training for staff to assist in 
managing prisoners with mental health issues is one specific area for development. 

The SPS continue to deliver Mental Health First Aid training to operational staff in all establishments 
including HMP Cornton Vale. The SPS Mental Health Strategy is being reviewed at present and will 
include a training element specific to operational staff. 

Responsibility for delivery of health care to prisoners transferred to the NHS on 1 November 2011. 
All healthcare staff will now have access to Mental Health training in line with the NHS Knowledge and 
Skills Framework. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it 
has taken to ensure that prisoners in HMP Cornton Vale who are removed from association have 
comprehensive multidisciplinary care plans and that they are fully implemented. 

 (S4W-04245) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Under the new Prison Rules prisoners, including women prisoners at HMP Cornton Vale, may be 
removed from association on several grounds. In each case, management plans are a requirement 
that is integral to implementation of every Rule decision. 

Prisoners removed from association for medical reasons will be managed under specific Prison 
Rules. The Prison Rule process requires a multi-disciplinary care and supervision plan to be in place. 
Operation of Prison Rules is monitored closely for implementation by headquarters staff. 

Responsibility for healthcare delivery transferred to the NHS on 1 November 2011. SPS Healthcare 
Standards are still in place. Healthcare standards highlight the requirement for multi-disciplinary care 
plans for those prisoners identified with additional physical or mental health needs. Compliance 
against these standards is regularly monitored and assurance provided. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much funding it has contributed to Strathclyde Fire and Rescue’s Clydesmill Training Facility.  

 (S4W-04256) 

Roseanna Cunningham: To date the Scottish Government has contributed a total of £5.905 million 
top-sliced from the Fire Capital Grant in 2008-09, 2010-11 and 2011-12 to Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue’s Clydesmill Training Facility. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much it will cost to build the replacement (a) Ellon Academy and (b) Mearns Academy. 

 (S4W-04290) 

Michael Russell: The cost to build the replacements for Ellon and Mearns Academies will be 
determined after both projects have completed a commercial procurement process. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive what actions it is taking regarding the operation of the Scottish 
Greenbelt Company Limited and the maintenance of common parts in various developments in the 
Scottish Borders.  

 (S4W-04332) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government is taking forward two main areas of work to 
raise the standard of services provided by land maintenance companies.  

Earlier this year the Scottish Government issued this consultation:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/04104005/17. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/04104005/17


It asked for views on whether any changes should be made to legislation, such as the Title 
Conditions (Scotland) Act 2003, in relation to dismissing and replacing bodies carrying out land 
maintenance on private housing estates. We are currently considering the responses to this 
consultation. 

We are also working on implementing the Property Factors (Scotland) Act 2011, which will come 
fully into force on 1 October 2012. Its main aim is to create a statutory framework which will provide 
protection for homeowners in Scotland who use the services of property and land managers. 

One of the elements of the act is the introduction of a statutory Code of Conduct setting out 
minimum standards of practice which all registered property factors, including land maintenance 
companies, will have to comply with. We are currently consulting on a draft of this Code of Conduct: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/23151014/0. This consultation closes on 16 
December 2011. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to the supplementary to question S4O-00385 by Stewart Stevenson on 17 November 2011 
(Official Report, c. 3606), whether it will provide a breakdown of the tonnage of carbon emissions 
expected to be reduced by each of the groups in receipt of funding from the climate challenge fund. 

 (S4W-04180) 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S3W-36407 by Stewart Stevenson on 30 September 2010, whether it 
considers that the statement in the answer that “Our £27 million Climate Challenge Fund has helped 
around 250 communities reduce their emissions saving around 700,000 tonnes of CO2 ...” was 
accurate. 

 (S4W-04181) 

Stewart Stevenson: A table listing each of the 461 individual projects in receipt of an award from 
the Climate Challenge Fund in CCF1 (2008-11) and CCF 2 (2011-2012) has been produced. This 
gives, for each project, the anticipated CO2 reduction in tonnes, as estimated on the original 
application form. Copies of the table are available from the Scottish Parliament Information Centre 
(Bib. number 53465). 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-04175 
S4W-04176 
S4W-04186 
S4W-04187 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/23151014/0

