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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
maintains apprenticeships in the construction industry. 

 (S4W-04165) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government, through Skills Development Scotland, supports all 
apprentices following approved modern apprenticeship frameworks. In 2010-11 there were 2,434 
apprenticeship starts supported in construction and related sectors. 

In 2009, we introduced Adopt an Apprentice, which provides a £2,000 financial incentive to 
encourage employers to recruit a redundant apprentice. The majority of the apprentices who have 
secured alternative employment are within construction and related sectors. 

We have also introduced incentives aimed directly at supporting Scottish Businesses. The Employer 
Recruitment Incentive offers SMEs a £1,000 incentive to offer an apprenticeship to individuals aged 16 
to 19 who have experienced barriers to work in the past. In addition to this, Small Business 
Employment Support assists companies with less than 50 employees increase recruitment by 
providing an extra £1,000 subsidy to support the particular challenges in meeting the cost of recruiting 
additional staff. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many modern apprenticeship places will be offered in the construction industry in 2011-12 and how 
many of these have been offered since April. 

 (S4W-04166) 

Alasdair Allan: Modern apprenticeship places (MA) are not allocated by sector, although sectoral 
demand is taken into account during the contracting process carried out by Skills Development 
Scotland (SDS) each year. As MAs are demand led, in-year changes are made to contract allocations 
to meet the needs of employers. This being the case, SDS will be able to retrospectively provide a 
final breakdown of MA places by sector after 31 March 2012. 

In 2010-11, there were 2,434 apprenticeship starts in construction and related sectors, and 1,780 in 
the first two quarters of this year (1 April to 30 September). 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to 
reform (a) the funding and (b) student support for the Diploma in Legal Practice. 

 (S4W-04258) 

Michael Russell: Currently around 2,700 postgraduate students are assisted each year under the 
Postgraduate Student Allowances Scheme (PSAS) and are provided with a contribution of up to 
£3,400 towards the cost of their tuition fees. 

From 2012-13, PSAS will be replaced by a new student support model in the form of a student loan. 
The new arrangements will mean that up to 5,000 full and part-time postgraduate students, 
undertaking currently eligible courses, will be eligible for repayable student support of £3,400 towards 
the cost of their tuition fees.  

The Diploma in Legal Practice (DLP) is currently an eligible course at Aberdeen, Strathclyde, 
Dundee, Stirling, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Robert Gordon universities. Three hundred funded places 
are currently provided under PSAS each year for DLP students across the seven Institutions.  

From 2012-13, every Scottish and EU student (not from the rest of the UK) with a place on the DLP 
(the number is around 700) will be eligible to apply to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) 
for the available support. 

 



Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people have 
studied for the Diploma in Legal Practice in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-04259) 

Michael Russell: The following table sets out the number of students who enrolled on the Diploma 
in Legal Practice course since 2007: 

Academic Year Number of Places 

2006-07 661 

2007-08 685 

2008-09 776 

2009-10 724 

2010-11 685 

Note: Information provided by the Law Society of Scotland, December 2011. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many Diploma in 
Legal Practice graduates have (a) completed a legal traineeship and (b) secured full-time employment 
in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-04262) 

Michael Russell: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any 
procurement associated with the renewal of the online schools network, Glow, will be subject to a 
competitive tendering process. 

 (S4W-04263) 

Michael Russell: Any procurement exercise conducted by the Scottish Government will be 
compliant with the provisions of the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether (a) 
it procures or (b) any of its agencies procure (i) life jackets, (ii) all-weather garments, (iii) chemical, 
biological, radiological and nuclear (A) safety training programmes or (B) protection products, (iv) 
water-repellant clothing, (v) contaminated casualty transportation pouches or (vi) contaminated human 
remains pouches. 

 (S4W-04090) 

Alex Neil: Information from the Scottish Procurement Information Hub confirms that life-jackets, all-
weather garments and water repellent clothing were bought by the Scottish Government and its 
agencies during the 2010-11 financial year. 

However, the classification system used by the Scottish Procurement Information Hub does not 
allow ready identification of spending on chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear safety training 
programmes, or protection products; contaminated casualty transportation pouches; or contaminated 
human remains pouches. 

I note that these are all products manufactured by Remploy Frontline in Leven. I recently visited 
Remploy’s North Lanarkshire site, and following that visit have asked my officials to set up a meeting 
with representatives of Remploy Frontline to discuss the support which the Scottish Government offers 
to Remploy and other supported businesses in Scotland. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many and what percentage of buildings occupied by it and its agencies have microgeneration 
technologies installed. 

 (S4W-04169) 



Fergus Ewing: Panels for solar water heating are currently installed at three buildings where the 
Scottish Government is the sole or major occupier. These buildings are: 

the Ellis Building, Marine Laboratory, Aberdeen; 

Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh, and 

Tweedbank, Cotgreen Road, Galashiels. 

There are 66 buildings where the Scottish Government is the sole or major occupier of which these 
three buildings represent 4.5%. 

We will continue to keep under review opportunities for further use of micro generation technologies 
where environmental and cost benefits would result.  

Information relating to micro generation technologies installed at buildings occupied by agencies is 
not held centrally. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will provide a breakdown of the buildings in its estate by energy performance certificate 
rating. 

 (S4W-04170) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has gone beyond the minimum requirements of the 
Energy Performance of Buildings (Scotland) Regulations 2008 and has produced Energy Performance 
Certificates for 18 of the larger buildings on its core estate. These 18 buildings represent 71% of the 
total floor space occupied by the Scottish Government. The ratings generated are: 

Building EPC Rating 

Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow C 

St Andrews House, Regent Road, Edinburgh C 

Strathearn House, Lamberkine Drive, Perth C 

Highlander House, 58 Waterloo Street, Glasgow D 

Longman House, 28 Longman Road, Inverness D 

St James House, 25 St James Street, Paisley D 

Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh D 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh D 

Leith File Store, 139 Leith Walk, Edinburgh E 

Rex House, 75 Bothwell Road, Hamilton E 

Southlands, Reidhaven Street, Elgin E 

Thistle House, 91 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh E 

Cameron House, Albany Street, Oban F 

Strathbeg House, 3A Clarence Street, Thurso F 

Thainstone Court, Inverurie F 

Tweedbank, Cotgreen Road, Galashiels F 

Freshwater Laboratory, Faskally, Pitlochry G 

Tankerness Lane, Kirkwall G 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has a 
contractual relationship with any conference organisers. 

 (S4W-04196) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has a collaborative framework contract for the supply of 
marketing services. The framework was awarded in January 2009 and runs until 31 March 2012. Work 
is currently underway to relet this requirement. One of the categories within this contract is the 
provision of event management services with the following 11 contractors. 

BiP Solutions 
Holyrood Communications 
Meeting Makers 



Motomo Partnership 
Rocket 
SHSCEvents 
Sound and Vision AV Ltd 
Speakeasy 
Stark Events 
Strategem 
Think Different Events. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive whether it remains committed to the policy of relocating jobs throughout the 
country and, if so, what action it is taking to relocate jobs to (a) the Highlands and Islands, (b) Argyll 
and Bute and (c) Kintyre. 

 (S4W-04235) 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive how many of its and its agencies’ jobs have been relocated to (a) the Highlands 
and Islands, (b) Argyll and Bute and (c) Kintyre since 2007. 

 (S4W-04237) 

John Swinney: This government’s policy on the location of public sector jobs was set out for the 
Parliament in evidence to the Finance Committee on 29 January 2008. Following criticism of the policy 
pre-2007 as set out by the Auditor General for Scotland as well as by the Parliament’s Audit 
Committee and Finance Committee, the incoming government decided to refocus this strategy on 
achieving efficiencies and best use of public funds. 

The policy on location of public sector jobs is now driven by strategic estate management and 
focused on making the best and most efficient use of space wherever that is available across the 
country. The government has a central team which works with individual organisations to assess their 
needs and identify suitable accommodation. No record of relocation of jobs by these individual 
organisations is held centrally. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding has been identified for the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations in the draft budget for 
2012-13. 

 (S4W-04249) 

John Swinney: Level 4 budgets under which SCVO core grant funding is provided are currently 
under consideration. Discussions are being held with key third sector partners to inform decisions. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
conditions were attached to funding provided to the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations in (a) 
2006-07, (b) 2007-08, (c) 2009-10 and (d) 2011-12. 

 (S4W-04250) 

John Swinney: 

2006-09  The grant was to be used as a contribution to core costs (the day-to-day costs of 
the organisation and all other necessary purposes and for no other purposes 
whatsoever). Funding on offer was subject to achieving the key outcomes and 
outputs SCVO agreed to deliver over each year of the three year funding period. 
The list of outputs and outcomes were set out in a partnership agreement between 
SCVO and the Scottish Government in June 2006. Payment of the grant was also 
subject to the standard Scottish Government terms and conditions of grant (with the 
exception of removal of clause on ownership of Intellectual Property Rights). 

2009-11  The grant was to be used as a contribution to core costs (the day-to-day costs of 
the organisation and all other necessary purposes and for no other purposes 
whatsoever). Funding on offer was subject to achieving the key outcomes SCVO 



agreed to deliver over each year of the two year funding period. The list of outputs 
and outcomes were set out in a strategic partnership agreement between SCVO 
and the Scottish Government in April 2009. In broad terms, the grant contributed to 
advancing the values of the shared interests of the sector (50% of the grant) and 
supporting policy thinking in and around the third sector policy environment (50% of 
the grant). Payment of the grant was subject to the standard Scottish Government 
terms and conditions of grant (with the exception of removal of clause on ownership 
of Intellectual Property Rights). 

2011-12 The grant was to be used as a contribution to core costs (the day-to-day costs of 
the organisation and all other necessary purposes and for no other purposes 
whatsoever). In broad terms, the grant contributed to advancing the values of the 
shared interests of the sector and supporting policy thinking in and around the third 
sector policy environment. The policy conditions included agreement with the 
Scottish Government on a robust work programme for the year listing the activities, 
outputs and outcomes that the grant funding will support. Payment of the grant was 
subject to the standard Scottish Government terms and conditions of grant (with the 
exception of removal of clause on ownership of Intellectual Property Rights). 

 
 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding was provided to COSLA in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10 and (d) 2010-11 and has 
been provided for 2011-12. 

 (S4W-04254) 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
conditions were attached to funding provided to COSLA in (a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10 and 
(d) 2010-11 and are attached for 2011-12.  

 (S4W-04255) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not provide funding directly to COSLA. The funding 
to local government is provided directly to individual councils through the local government finance 
settlement as part of a package of measures, which includes working together in pursuit of joint 
priorities and delivery of certain specific commitments. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many vehicles it (a) owns and (b) leases and how many are (i) electric and (ii) hybrid powered. 

 (S4W-04286) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government fleet currently comprises 208 vehicles; this includes 26 
hybrid and three electric vehicles. All vehicles are owned with the exception of one, which is leased. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what funds are available for organisations that want to promote or provide cultural activities 
for under-18s in Renfrewshire. 

Holding answer issued: 6 December 2011 (S4W-04123) 

Fiona Hyslop: There are a variety of funds that organisations who want to promote or provide 
cultural activities for under-18s in Renfrewshire may access. In particular, Renfrewshire Council itself 
has responsibility for cultural activity in the local area and can support local organisations in that 
capacity. The National Performing Companies and National Collections have educational outreach 
activity which takes place in this area and Creative Scotland administers the Youth Music Initiative 
which provides musical funding for primary aged children, including those in this area. Creative 
Scotland also provides a fund-finding service to assist organisations in finding other funding sources. 
For further information on the services offered by Creative Scotland. 

 



John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
will support the work of (a) BEMIS and (b) other black and ethnic minority organisations in the areas of 
active citizenship and human rights education. 

 (S4W-04292) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is committed to creating a modern, inclusive Scotland 
which respects, promotes and realises human rights for all citizens. In the current financial year, we 
are providing BEMIS with funding of £217,983, part of which helps support them to deliver their 
objectives in terms of active citizenship and human rights education. Decisions on future funding have 
not yet been made. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many people aged over 75 have requested a GP health check since the 
National Health Service (General Medical Services Contracts) (Scotland) Regulations 2004 came into 
force. 

 (S4W-04309) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not available. 

Justice 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
the Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board was formally dissolved. 

 (S4W-04275) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board (SAB) has never formally been 
dissolved. A decision was taken by the Director of the Scottish Safety Camera Programme and the 
chair of SAB, former Chief Constable of Tayside Police John Vine, that there was no longer a need for 
the Board. This decision was taken in light of funding and policy changes which had taken place. 

One of the primary functions of SAB was to ensure that safety camera partnerships complied with 
HM Treasury rules concerning the netting off of monies received from speeding fines. This system 
known as hypothecation ended on 31 March 2007 at which time the Safety Camera Programme 
became grant funded by the Scottish Government. As HM Treasury rules no longer applied there was 
no need for SAB to monitor performance in this area. 

Another function of SAB was to ensure that the Scottish Safety Camera Programme developed in a 
consistent manner to schemes operating elsewhere in the UK. Post-hypothecation the Programme in 
England and Wales was passed to roads authorities. This fundamental change meant that consistency 
across the UK was no longer possible. As a result there was no longer a need for SAB to monitor 
performance in this area. 

SAB also had responsibility for reviewing proposed changes to the handbook of rules and guidance 
for the Scottish Safety Camera Programme. Since the last meeting of SAB in June 2008, there have 
been no significant changes to the handbook. Therefore, there has been no need for SAB to meet to 
discuss this topic. 

Additionally SAB had a remit to monitor partnership performance and progress towards the road 
safety targets to 2010. The Scottish Government produce a statistical bulletin Key Scottish Safety 
Camera Programme Statistics which is accessible by organisations previously represented at SAB. 

The development of the Road Safety Framework lead to the creation of two groups, one at a 
strategic level and one at an operational level. It was felt that as the membership of those groups was 
similar to that of SAB, safety camera related issues should be taken to either the Road Safety 
Strategic or Operational Group to provide transparency.  

The chair of SAB still sits with the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland who have never 
sought to reconvene the group.  

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
the Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board held its last meeting. 



 (S4W-04276) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board (SAB) held its last meeting on 17 
June 2008. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive who 
took the decision to dissolve the Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board. 

 (S4W-04277) 

Kenny MacAskill: The decision to dissolve the Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board (SAB) was 
taken by the former Director of the Scottish Safety Camera Programme and the former Chief 
Constable of Tayside Police in his capacity as chair of SAB. The reasons for this decision are outlined 
in the response to S4W-04275 on 7 December 2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions 
are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether all members of the Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board were consulted about the decision 
to dissolve the board. 

 (S4W-04278) 

Kenny MacAskill: Members of the Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board (SAB) were consulted 
on the future of the board at a meeting held on 25 September 2007. At this time a proposal was put 
forward that SAB should be split into two meetings. The first would be a forum with representation 
from all areas with an interest in safety cameras, including various motoring organisations. The 
second would be a strategic group with representation from Scottish Government, Crown Office, the 
Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland and the Scottish Court Service. 

As the Road Safety Framework developed two groups were formed, a strategic group and an 
operational group. As representation at these groups reflected that of SAB it was agreed that safety 
camera related issues could be discussed by those groups, removing the need to call a separate 
meeting of SAB. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
reduction there was in the number of people (a) killed or seriously injured (KSI) and (b) involved in 
personal injury collisions at Scottish safety camera sites in the period 2008 to 2010, compared with the 
prior three-year baseline period; how this reduction compares with the reduction in Scottish KSIs from 
1997 to 1999, and what the estimated financial saving is per year as a result. 

 (S4W-04282) 

Kenny MacAskill: Figures published in the Scottish Government statistical bulletin Key Scottish 
Safety Camera Programme Statistics, 2010 show that: 

(a) the number if people killed or seriously injured at safety camera sites is 63 per cent lower following 
camera enforcement when compared with the baseline number of people killed or seriously injured at 
these sites; and 

(b) the number of people involved in personal injury collisions at camera sites is 49 per cent lower 
following camera enforcement when compared with the baseline number of collisions resulting in 
personal injury at these locations. 

When comparing a baseline of 1997-99 for KSI’s on all of Scotland’s roads with figures for 2008-10, 
on average there has been a 42% reduction in KSI’s (see the following table). 

Average Number of Killed/Seriously Injuries (Scotland) 

Year  

1997-99 (Ave) 4,319 

2008-10 (Ave) 2,506 

Percentage change -42% 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 
It is not possible to say for certain how many deaths and serious injuries were prevented by the 

presence of a safety camera. Figures provided by the Department for Transport at Westminster show 
that the cost of a fatal accident is £1,855,013, a serious accident costs £205,303 and a slight injury 
accident costs £20,306. 

The budget allocated to the Scottish Safety Camera Programme in 2011-12 was £4.6 million. If 
cameras have prevented three fatal accidents than the cost benefit associated with this reduction 
outweighs the cost of running the Safety Camera Programme. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when it will bring forward legislation to improve the rights of victims. 

 (S4W-04298) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-03022 on 19 October 2011. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

John Scott (Ayr) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress it is making in discussing a Victims and Witnesses Bill with stakeholders. 

 (S4W-04299) 

Kenny MacAskill: There is an ongoing process of engagement with key stakeholders on proposals 
that may be pursued in a Victims and Witnesses Bill. Most recently, stakeholders attended an event 
on 4 October 2011 and further meetings have been held with various stakeholders. Such engagement 
will continue in the development of a bill. 

Learning and Justice 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what 
reason the proposed principles and minimum standards for advocacy in its discussion paper, 
Improving Advocacy for Children and Young People: Principles and minimum standards, do not 
include the existing right of children with a mental disorder to independent advocacy. 

 (S4W-04179) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government’s discussion paper Improving Advocacy for Children 
and Young People: Principles and minimum standards recognises the right of anyone with a mental 
disorder, including children and young people, to independent advocacy. 

Office of the First Minister 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is 
taking to improve access to broadband for low-income families in Glasgow. 

 (S4W-04226) 

Alex Neil: Following on from the publication in March 2011 of Scotland’s Digital Future: A Strategy 
for Scotland, to better understand the barriers that prevent people taking up broadband services, a 
review of the evidence on barriers to digital participation in Scotland has been undertaken. The 
findings of this review will be presented to Scottish ministers and published before the end of 2011. 
The findings of this research will be used to inform our approach to addressing digital participation, 
and the work of the Project Board and Reference Group being set up to take this forward. 

By signing up to Scotland’s Digital Participation Charter at the recent GovCamp Scotland event the 
Scottish Government, leading private sector firms, academic institutions and charities have committed 
to share information and align resources and efforts to deliver shared digital participation outcomes 
over the lifetime of this Parliament. The Digital Participation Action Group which is taking forward this 
work will next meet on 8 December 2011. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
households in Glasgow are estimated to have access to broadband in their homes, broken down by 
(a) postcode and (b) parliamentary constituency. 

 (S4W-04227) 

Alex Neil: Households across the whole of the City of Glasgow local authority area have potential 
access to a broadband connection, although for such access to be activated requires the household to 
purchase this from a broadband provider. Ofcom’s Communications Infrastructure Report of 2011 
reports that Glasgow has a current 58% take-up rate of fixed broadband services. The Scottish 
Household Survey 2009/10 data suggests that this figure is higher with 60% of households in Glasgow 
having broadband and 69% of respondents using the internet. The following table presents the results 
by constituency. This data is not available by postcode. 

Scottish Parliamentary 
Constituency 

Broadband Uptake 
(% of households) 

Glasgow Anniesland 60 

Glasgow Ballieston 59 

Glasgow Cathcart 64 

Glasgow Govan 58 

Glasgow Kelvin 67 

Glasgow Maryhill 58 

Glasgow Pollok 61 

Glasgow Rutherglen 62 

Glasgow Shettleston 62 

Glasgow Springburn 57 

 
 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding rolling out the 4G network across Scotland. 

 (S4W-04234) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government most recently held official-level discussions with the UK 
Government about mobile telecommunications issues on 16 November 2011. The opportunities for 
Scotland arising from the UK Government’s October announcement of £150 million to improve mobile 
“not spots” and this initiative’s relationship to 4G deployment were raised in the discussion. 

However, the bulk of the Scottish Government’s discussions in relation to 4G has taken place with 
the regulator Ofcom, which has responsibility for conducting the forthcoming 4G auction and 
regulating its outcomes. Ofcom consulted on its assessment of likely future competition in mobile 
markets and proposals for award of the 800MHz and 2.6GHz spectrum bands earlier this year. The 
Scottish Government’s formal response made clear its view that there is a need to ensure the use of 
this spectrum facilitates the highest possible coverage for Scotland, particularly in rural areas, and that 
rural Scotland must benefit from 4G mobile services at an early stage. The Scottish Government’s 
formal response can be found at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/06/14092555/0. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance is available to industry on the (a) investigation, (b) analysis and (c) treatment of asbestos in 
soil.  

 (S4W-04222) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Scottish Government’s contaminated land statutory guidance, 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/06/05131212/0, advises that potential risks to human 
health should be assessed, taking account of any significant pollutant linkages, from contaminants in 
the soil, and that action should be taken to prevent unacceptable risks. The Scottish Government has 
not issued or endorsed any specific guidance on asbestos in soil. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/06/14092555/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/06/05131212/0

