
Wednesday 23 November 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
standardise the training of foster carers under the remit of Social Care and Social Work Improvement 
Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 10 November 2011 (S4W-03637) 

Angela Constance: Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland will have a role in ensuring 
adequate training is taking place including through Continuous Professional Development. 

It is the responsibility of individual local authorities to ensure that foster carers are adequately 
trained for the services they provide. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-03748 by Michael Russell on 10 November 2011, what the 
capital cost of James Watt College's contract was and how much of it (a) has been paid and (b) is due 
to be paid in each remaining year. 

 (S4W-04026) 

Michael Russell: The capital value of the James Watt College Private Finance Initiative (PFI) 
project at contract signature in March 1999 was £8.6 million. The amount paid under the PFI contract 
to date is £15.6 million. The estimated balance to be paid over the remainder of the PFI contract is 
£33.6 million  

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
remit it gave the Scottish Futures Trust in relation to the selection of Tax Incremental Financing pilot 
projects. 

 (S4W-04016) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) has been asked to make recommendations to Ministers 
about Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) pilot projects that would be suitable to develop into full TIF 
business cases for Ministers’ detailed consideration. Once business cases have been prepared, SFT 
will make recommendations to Ministers on which are likely to be the most successful TIF projects. 
The regulations and guidance issued about the TIF pilot phase is clear that Ministers will take the final 
decisions on the selection of TIF pilot projects. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
recommendations the Scottish Futures Trust made regarding its selection of Tax Incremental 
Financing pilot projects. 

 (S4W-04017) 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether ministers accepted the recommendations made by the Scottish Futures Trust in relation to the 
six Tax Incremental Financing pilot projects selected and, if not, whether it will make a statement. 

 (S4W-04019) 

Alex Neil: Scottish Ministers have agreed two pilot projects so far on the basis of recommendations 
from the Scottish Futures Trust (SFT): Edinburgh Waterfront and, provisionally, Ravenscraig Phase 
Two. 

Following recommendations made by SFT (as part of a joint evaluation team), Falkirk Council, Fife 
Council and Argyll and Bute Council are being invited to work with SFT to develop full Tax Incremental 
Financing (TIF) business cases for their proposed projects for detailed consideration by Ministers. 



Work on developing Glasgow City Council's TIF pilot project for the Buchanan Quarter remains 
under way. 

In addition, Ministers have asked that Aberdeen City Council’s plan to use TIF for the Union Terrace 
Gardens project be progressed for their detailed consideration, provided public support for the project 
can be demonstrated. 

SFT will make further recommendations to Ministers about all of these potential projects in due 
course. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
projects the Scottish Futures Trust rejected for inclusion as Tax Incremental Financing pilot projects, 
and on what grounds. 

 (S4W-04018) 

Alex Neil: Given the high level of demand for the projects in the pilot phase, it was not possible for 
every application received to proceed to the next stage. The following councils submitted applications 
to Scottish Futures Trust to develop full Tax Incremental Financing business cases for Ministers’ 
consideration, but have not been invited at this stage to progress their pilot projects: Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, Dundee City, East Ayrshire, East Dunbartonshire, East Renfrewshire, Moray, North 
Ayrshire, Orkney Islands, Renfrewshire, West Dunbartonshire and West Lothian. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with Aberdeen City Council regarding the use of Tax Incremental Financing in 
the Union Terrace Gardens project. 

 (S4W-04020) 

Alex Neil: Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) has previously met Aberdeen City Council to discuss the 
mechanics of Tax Incremental Financing (TIF), as part of the process of identifying potential pilot 
projects. SFT will work with Aberdeen City Council to develop a full TIF business case for the Union 
Terrace Gardens project for Ministers’ consideration provided that public support for the project can be 
demonstrated. Ministers have been informed of the progress of the project to date and expect that the 
council will keep them updated as the project is taken forward. 

 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what rights occupiers have in relation to absentee landlords in cases where communal 
repairs are required to properties. 

 (S4W-04034) 

Keith Brown: All owners of tenements have a duty under section eight of the Tenements (Scotland) 
Act 2004 to maintain the support and shelter of the tenement. Other owners may enforce this duty 
collectively or individually through the courts. 

If owners cannot be traced, the local authority may be able to help. All local authorities have powers 
to require owners to carry out work that is needed to bring a house into, or to keep it in, a reasonable 
state of repair. Local authorities also have statutory powers to obtain information about absent owners 
and may already hold the information in connection with their landlord registration functions. 

 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether there are penalties for private landlords who are not registered. 

 (S4W-04035) 

Keith Brown: Under the landlord registration system administered by local authorities, landlords 
who do not register are committing a criminal offence punishable by a fine of up to £50,000. 

A local authority can also serve a Rent Penalty Notice on an unregistered landlord. The effect of the 
notice is that no rent or other payment is payable under a tenant’s lease or occupancy arrangement 
from a specified date. 



 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what penalties there are for private landlords who fail to maintain their properties at an 
acceptable standard and how they are enforced. 

 (S4W-04036) 

Keith Brown: A tenant in the private rented sector can apply to the Private Rented Housing Panel if 
they consider that their landlord has not maintained the property they rent to an acceptable standard. 

If the panel decides that the landlord has failed to comply with the statutory repairing standard, it will 
issue a repairing standard enforcement order requiring that necessary work be carried out. 

Non-compliance with a repairing standard enforcement order without reasonable excuse is an 
offence under section 28 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006. The Private Rented Housing Panel can 
enforce a repairing standard enforcement order by issuing a separate order reducing the rent payable 
under a tenancy agreement. Under the repairing standard enforcement order, the local authority can 
carry out the work required and recover the cost from the landlord. 

Local authorities also have a range of powers to deal with houses in disrepair through the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2006. A local authority is able to serve a work notice requiring work to be carried out on 
a property that fails to meet the tolerable standard, is in serious disrepair, or is in disrepair and is likely 
to deteriorate rapidly or damage other premises if nothing is done about it. 

Local authorities are also able to serve maintenance orders, so as to prevent houses falling into 
disrepair in the first place. Owners can be required to produce a maintenance plan for up to a five year 
period where living accommodation has not been, or is unlikely to be, maintained to reasonable 
standard, or where the benefit of work from a work notice has been reduced or lost. 

A local authority is able to enforce a work notice or maintenance plan, and recover the costs for 
doing so, where the owner fails to implement it. 

 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the next stage will be in progressing the Fastlink project. 

 (S4W-04039) 

Keith Brown: The next stage of the Fastlink project is to progress the statutory planning processes 
including Traffic Regulation Orders, a statutory Quality Partnership and planning permission for the 
infrastructure construction. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
its position is on the Royal College of General Practitioners' guidance, Safer Prescribing in Prisons. 

 (S4W-04025) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government welcomes the Royal College of General Practitioners’ 
guidance, Safer Prescribing in Prisons, which provides further guidance to the different healthcare 
teams who have a responsibility to work with patients in secure settings such as prisons. 

 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many dog attacks have resulted in hospitalisation in the last five years. 

 (S4W-04029) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The following table shows information on the number of hospital episodes within 
NHS Scotland where a diagnosis of “bitten or struck by dog” has been recorded for each of the last 
five financial years. The data include all inpatient and day case elective, emergency and transfer 
hospital episodes. 

The data does not include patients treated solely within accident and emergency departments. 



Number of hospital episodes in NHS Scotland with a diagnosis of “bitten or struck by dog”; by 
financial year 

Year 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
1
 

Number of Hospital Episodes 467 439 530 545 521 

Source: ISD Scotland. 
Note: 1.

 
Data for NHS Scotland for 2010-11 are estimated to be only 95% complete. This is mainly due 

to the implementation of a new IT Patient Management System in some NHS boards which has 
resulted in data submission backlogs for this time period. The relevant NHS boards are working to 
resolve these submission issues. 

Justice 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive whether the (a) Cabinet Secretary for Justice or (b) Lord Advocate had 
received any communication from the (i) US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, (ii) Home Office or (iii) 
interim Libyan government concerning proposals to extradite Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al Megrahi to 
the USA. 

 (S4W-04021) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government have not received any communication from the United 
States Government, the Libyan National Transitional Council or the Home Office, concerning 
proposals to extradite Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al Megrahi to the USA. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many incidents of 
metal theft have been reported and how many people have been (a) charged and (b) convicted in 
each of the last five years for which information is available. 

 (S4W-04051) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on thefts at the level of detail requested is not held centrally. 

Legal and Parliamentary 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what powers it 
has to stop the transportation of nuclear warheads in Scotland. 

 (S4W-03995) 

Bruce Crawford: The Scotland Act 1998 reserves the control of nuclear weapons and other 
weapons of mass destruction to the UK Government. The Scottish Government therefore has no 
competence in relation to nuclear weapons. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has 
to introduce legislation to outlaw the transportation of nuclear warheads on Scottish roads. 

 (S4W-03996) 

Bruce Crawford: The Scotland Act 1998 reserves the control of nuclear weapons and other 
weapons of mass destruction to the UK Government. The Scottish Government therefore has no 
competence in relation to nuclear weapons and the introduction of any legislation aimed at the 
presence, control or transportation of nuclear weapons would be outwith legislative competence of the 
Scottish Parliament. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when it last met 
the UK Government to discuss a timescale for removing nuclear weapons from Scotland. 

 (S4W-03997) 

Bruce Crawford: The Scottish Government has set out clearly its firm opposition to nuclear 
weapons and has on several occasions called on the UK Government to commit to the withdrawal of 
Trident and to cancel plans for its replacement. 



The Scottish Government has not however discussed timescales for removing nuclear weapons 
from Scotland with the United Kingdom Government. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-03921 
S4W-03950 
S4W-03951 
S4W-03952 


