
Monday 21 November 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

John Park (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
children have been adopted in each year since 2000, broken down by (a) age, (b) gender and (c) 
ethnic background and showing how many were adopted by (i) step-parents, (ii) other relatives and 
(iii) non-relatives. 

Holding answer issued: 9 November 2011 (S4W-03310) 

Angela Constance: Each year, the Registrar General for Scotland publishes statistics of the 
number of adoptions that have been registered - for example, in Chapter 8 of Scotland's Population 
2010: the Registrar General's Annual Review of Demographic Trends, which is available via: 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/at-a-glance/annrev/index.html and in the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre. 

Almost all the information that was requested can be obtained from a cross-tabulation published 
annually in the Vital Events Reference Tables, which are available via http://www.gro-
scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/general/ref-tables/index.html - in Table 2.2 of the editions 
for 2007 to 2010, and Table 9.2 of the editions for 2001 to 2006. The corresponding figures for 2000 
can be found in Table 9.2 of the Registrar General's Annual Report for 2000, which is available via 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/at-a-glance/annrev/archive/index.html. 

These cross-tabulations all give the numbers of children adopted, broken down by their age, their 
sex and the relationship of the adopter(s), which distinguishes between step-parents, some other 
types of relative, and people who are not relatives. National Records of Scotland does not have any 
statistics about the ethnic backgrounds of children who have been adopted: it seldom (if ever) receives 
such information. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to 
increase access to out-of-school care places for those on the lowest incomes. 

Holding answer issued: 15 November 2011 (S4W-03459) 

Angela Constance: All parents should have the choice of a range of high quality and affordable 
childcare and we are working with all sectors and partners to increase the capacity, range and 
flexibility of childcare services. 

The majority of out of school care places are provided by the private and third sector. The Scottish 
Government has set up a £6.8 million Early Years Early Action fund to support front line delivery of 
effective early interventions by national third sector bodies. £2.8 million of this went to organisations 
delivering play or play related services this year. We have also recently announced the first allocation 
from our £50 million contribution to the Early Years Change Fund to provide £1.5 million per annum 
over the next three years to create a new Communities and Families Fund. This will support local 
communities to have a direct route into deciding what services are available locally, including parent 
and community-led childcare. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-03387 by Fergus Ewing on 3 November 2011, what proportion of the 2020 
renewables target it expects will be delivered by (a) tidal, (b) wave and (c) offshore wind energy, 
expressed in megawatts of projected demand; what percentage of (i) domestic and (ii) total demand it 
would consider major in this context and how it calculates these figures; when generation will start, 
and what the expected growth rate will be to 2020. 

Holding answer issued: 17 November 2011 (S4W-03806) 

Fergus Ewing: The Renewables Routemap estimates that we will need some 16 GigaWatts (GW) 
of capacity from across a wide range of renewable sources, but we have not published nor have we 
forecast targets for individual technologies. 
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As things stand, however, lease awards and agreements have been established which amount to 
over 11.5GW of wave, tidal stream and offshore wind capacity in waters around Scotland. Our focus 
now is on working with the sector to address the technological, financial and infrastructural hurdles 
facing those projects – including the transition to a new support mechanism proposed as part of the 
UK Electricity Market Reforms – and to support the development of as much capacity as possible by 
2020. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with NHS Health Scotland regarding the proposed public health levy. 

 (S4W-03895) 

John Swinney: While there have been no specific discussions with NHS Health Scotland, the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and the Cities Strategy has been fully included in all 
discussions about the proposed public health levy. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how much has been spent by each local authority on consultancy fees in each year 
since 1999. 

 (S4W-03957) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government publishes the annual Scottish Local Government Finance 
Statistics. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Local-Government-
Finance/PubScottishLGFStats/Q/EditMode/on/ForceUpdate/on. 

These publications provide a comprehensive review of Scottish local authority financial activity and 
cover local authority income, revenue and capital expenditure, outstanding debt, local taxation and 
local authority pensions. Any expenditure on consultancy fees would be included against the relevant 
service heading but is not separately identifiable. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, how many properties that were eligible for 
council tax have been granted energy efficiency discounts under the Local Government Finance Act 
1992 in each month since September 2009, broken down by (a) local authority and (b) the average 
number of energy efficiency measures installed per property. 

 (S4W-03959) 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, how many (a) virgin loft insulation, (b) top-up 
loft insulation, (c) cavity wall insulation, (d) internal solid wall insulation, (e) external solid wall 
insulation, (f) boiler upgrade, (g) fuel switching, (h) installation of low or zero carbon technology, (i) 
draught proofing and (j) other energy efficiency measures have been installed by each local authority 
under energy efficiency discount schemes under the Local Government Finance Act 1992 in each 
month since September 2009. 

 (S4W-03960) 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, how many energy efficiency measures have 
been installed by each local authority under the energy efficiency discount scheme under the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992 that would not otherwise have been installed in each month since 
September 2009. 

 (S4W-03961) 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, how may tonnes of CO2 have been saved 
through energy efficiency measures installed under the energy efficiency discount schemes under the 
Local Government Finance Act 1992, also expressed as a percentage of domestic CO2 emissions. 
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 (S4W-03962) 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, whether it will publish details of the energy 
efficiency discount schemes offered by each local authority under the Local Government Finance Act 
1992. 

 (S4W-03963) 

.John Swinney: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 placed a duty on local authorities to 
introduce a minimum £50 discount for council tax, where householders undertake efficiency 
improvements to their home. 

The Scottish Government, as required by the act, will report on council tax rebate schemes in 
Scotland, after 1 April 2012. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, whether any energy efficiency discount 
schemes under the Local Government Finance Act 1992 require a householder to obtain an energy 
performance certificate and, if so, which ones. 

 (S4W-03964) 

John Swinney: The operation and administration of energy efficiency discount schemes is a matter 
for local authorities under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992 (as amended). 

The Scottish Government, as required by the act, will report on council tax rebate schemes in 
Scotland, after 1 April 2012. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
question S3W-34691 by John Swinney on 30 June 2010, how energy efficiency discount schemes as 
defined by the Local Government Finance Act 1992 will interact with the UK Government's Green Deal 
and whether measures installed under the Green Deal will also be eligible for a discount under the 
scheme. 

 (S4W-03965) 

John Swinney: The operation and administration of energy efficiency discount schemes is a matter 
for local authorities under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992 (as amended). 

It will be for local authorities to consider whether and how such schemes will interact with UK 
Government policies. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has 
considered the (a) costs and (b) benefits of varying council tax rates based on the energy efficiency of 
a property. 

 (S4W-03966) 

John Swinney: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places a duty on local authorities to 
introduce a council tax discount scheme offering a minimum in-year reduction of £50 where 
householders undertake efficiency improvements to their home. The act means that any assessment 
of the costs and benefits of those discounts is the responsibility of individual councils and the Scottish 
Government has no formal role in developing or delivering discount schemes. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the increased 
frequency of inspections of older people's care services will commence. 

Holding answer issued: 18 November 2011 (S4W-03694) 



Nicola Sturgeon: I will shortly bring forward regulations on the increased inspection frequency for 
certain older people‟s services which will come into force by the beginning of February. This will be the 
minimum inspection frequency and the Care Inspectorate will continue to inspect more frequently on 
the basis of the intelligence it receives through complaints, notifications from providers, local 
authorities and police and other risk assessment information. These arrangements will ensure that the 
Care Inspectorate will check whether performance can be sustained or, where required, improved in 
between inspections irrespective of previous grades. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it is legal under EU regulations on the electronic identification of sheep to penalise farmers for 
failing to achieve a 100% identification if the tag readers cannot be guaranteed to achieve that level of 
accuracy. 

Holding answer issued: 9 November 2011 (S4W-03565) 

Richard Lochhead: The creation of a centralised database (ScotEID) and the facility via Critical 
Control Points (CCPs) to record information directly on to ScotEID allows Scotland to rely on the 
derogation in Article 5(4) of Regulation 21/2004 which states “by way of derogation from paragraph 1, 
the register of information required by Section B of the Annex shall be optional in any member state 
where a centralised computer database already contains this information.” This provides sheep 
keepers with some additional flexibility as regards compliance with their relevant registration 
obligations.  

The information on the central database can therefore be accepted as being part of the farmer‟s 
flock register. This does not absolve the farmer from their responsibility to comply with the regulation 
by ensuring that the information on the register is accurate. 

The additional flexibilities which have been put in place regarding a proportionate response to 
dealing with any cross-compliance breaches arising from inaccurate CCP reads is intended to avoid 
penalties where 100% accuracy is not achieved due to the technical limitations of the EID technology. 
Keeper's remain responsible for complying with these EU measures and resultant cross-compliance 
obligations. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the consideration to suspend certain axes 1 and 3 options in the Scotland Rural Development 
Programme Rural Priorities scheme is a reflection of the budgetary constraints under which the 
scheme will operate if proposed spending reductions go ahead in the period 2012 to 2015. 

Holding answer issued: 15 November 2011 (S4W-03709) 

Richard Lochhead: As I announced at the AgriScot event on 16 November there are no plans to 
close any options under Axis 3. However, I also announced that we will limit access to measure 121 in 
Axis 1 (restructuring agricultural businesses) so that it is only open to those who meet the criteria of 
New Entrants to farming and to support energy efficiency projects. A cap of £100,000 has been set for 
the setting up of young farmers and £50,000 for energy efficiency projects. This will allow us to focus 
on our other Axis 1 priorities of food processing, climate change and providing assistance to young 
farmers. It also reflects the decision to pull forward capital spending within Rural Priorities in 2010 and 
2011 to aid economic recovery and approve a very large number of projects. Indeed the restructuring 
agricultural business option is already well subscribed delivering £21 million out of the £34 million 
allocated across Axis 1 in 2011. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the consideration to reduce the financial ceiling for certain Axis 1 options in the Scotland 
Rural Development Programme Rural Priorities scheme is a result of the budgetary constraints under 
which the scheme will operate proposed spending reductions go ahead in the period 2012 to 2015. 

Holding answer issued: 15 November 2011 (S4W-03711) 

Richard Lochhead: Capital spending within Rural Priorities in 2010 and 2011 was pulled forward 
from future years to aid economic recovery. Following discussions with stakeholders on how best to 



prioritise spending within the remaining Scotland Rural Development Programme budget I announced 
at the AgriScot event on 16 November that we have closed the general availability of measure 121 
(restructuring agricultural business). The measure will however remain open to those who meet the 
criteria of New Entrants to farming and to support energy efficiency projects. A cap of £100,000 has 
been set for the young farmers measure and £50,000 where supporting energy efficiency projects. 
Separately, a reduced cap of £100,000 will be set for all other Rural Priorities Axis 1 measures. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the scoring threshold for applications for agri-environment options in the Scotland Rural 
Development Programme Rural Priorities scheme will need to be increased in order to reduce the 
number of approvals if demand from applicants is greater than the available budget or whether the 
budget will rise to reflect demand. 

Holding answer issued: 15 November 2011 (S4W-03712) 

Richard Lochhead: The recent 2011 agri-environment approvals and the ongoing assessment 
under the continuous approval process have the same scoring threshold advice to Regional Proposal 
Assessment Committees (RPACs) as 2010. This resulted in a record 82% of applications being 
approved and we remain confident that the agri-environment budget will meet demand in the coming 
years, and have recently announced that there will be a further agri-environment funding round in 
September 2012. The budget available for Rural Priorities will depend on the level of demand for other 
elements of the SRDP and at this stage it is therefore not possible to predict the scoring threshold for 
the 2012 round. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
respond to The Review of Veterinary Surveillance - Final Report. 

 (S4W-03971) 

Richard Lochhead: I immediately accepted a key recommendation of the Review of Veterinary 
Surveillance, to establish a Strategic Management Board (SMB) chaired by the Chief Veterinary 
Officer (Scotland), and I will shortly write to stakeholders seeking suggestions on who should fill the 
industry, veterinary and public health roles. 

The SMB will have responsibility for overseeing changes to the veterinary surveillance system, and 
the Scottish Government's agenda will be delivered through that forum, in partnership with 
stakeholders. 

I intend to make nominations to the SMB quickly, and the board should meet early in the New Year. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when staff at the 
Scottish Agricultural College's disease surveillance centres will be advised whether the number of 
centres will be reduced. 

 (S4W-03972) 

Richard Lochhead: The Review of Veterinary Surveillance, chaired by former NFUS president John 
Kinnaird, reported on 9 November 2011. I immediately accepted a key recommendation of the review, 
to establish a Strategic Management Board (SMB) chaired by the Chief Veterinary Officer (Scotland), 
and I will soon write to stakeholders seeking suggestions on who should fill the industry, veterinary 
and public health roles. I intend to make nominations to the SMB quickly, and the board should meet 
early in the New Year. 

The review concluded that the number of Disease Surveillance Centres (DSCs) should be reduced, 
with alternative means of local service delivery put in place. The SMB will have responsibility for 
overseeing changes to the veterinary surveillance system, including the number of DSCs, and I expect 
them to tackle this issue as a matter of urgency to avoid prolonging the uncertainty that SAC staff may 
have. Any changes to the network of DSCs will be made in consultation with SAC staff, veterinary 
practitioners and livestock keepers, and will be made with the protection of animal and public health 
and food safety as the highest priorities. 

 



Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position 
is on the campaign by Animal Aid and Scotland for Animals to make the use of CCTV in 
slaughterhouses compulsory. 

 (S4W-03973) 

Richard Lochhead: There is no clear legal method to make the use of CCTV cameras in 
slaughterhouses compulsory in the foreseeable future. However, the Scottish Government and FSA 
will continue to promote their voluntary use as good practice to aid monitoring of welfare at slaughter. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what secondary 
legislation it is planning to introduce under the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006. 

 (S4W-03974) 

Richard Lochhead: There are no immediate plans to introduce any secondary legislation under the 
Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006. Resources are currently concentrated on developing 
new legislation on the welfare of animals at slaughter that will implement EU legislation early next 
year. Other issues currently under consideration include the use of wild animals in circuses, the 
regulation of equine establishments, the use of electronic shock collars for dog training and the tail 
docking of dogs; however, no firm plans are in place as yet. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
plutonium waste will be transported by rail from Dounreay to Sellafield and, if so, what assessment 
has been made of the (a) safety and (b) security risks. 

 (S4W-03999) 

Richard Lochhead: On 21 November 2011 the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority announced that 
it plans to transport Dounreay Fast Reactor breeder material, which contains plutonium, from 
Dounreay to Sellafield by road and rail for reprocessing. This plutonium is not considered to be waste. 

The safety and security of this material are reserved matters and regulated by the Office for Nuclear 
Regulation. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has 
met the Ministry of Defence to discuss the risk of accidents and radioactive leaks from nuclear 
submarines at Rosyth as a result of UK Government reductions in defence spending. 

 (S4W-04000) 

Richard Lochhead: It is for SEPA, the Office for Nuclear Regulation and the Defence Nuclear 
Safety Regulator to satisfy themselves that there are no environmental or safety risks from the 
decommissioned and defuelled nuclear powered submarines currently berthed at Rosyth. 

Nevertheless, the Scottish Government have significant concerns with the findings of the 2010 
Assurance Report from the Defence Nuclear Environment and Safety Board. While we note that the 
Report states that none of the issues covered in the Report, including the decommissioning and 
disposal of the nuclear powered submarines, present an immediate safety concern, collectively „they 
pose the risk that it will become increasingly difficult to maintain that the defence nuclear programmes 
are being managed with due regard to the protection of the workforce, the public and the 
environment‟. 

We are seeking clarity from the Ministry of Defence on the steps that are being taken to address the 
serious issues identified in that Report. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how much it spent on waste prevention projects in 2010-11 and how much will be 
spent on these in (a) 2011-12 and (b) 2012-13. 

 (S4W-04007) 



Richard Lochhead: Waste prevention activity is now delivered through Zero Waste Scotland which 
has now brought together the activity of several delivery programmes which the Scottish Government 
previously funded directly. It is not possible to identify a separate waste prevention figure as Zero 
Waste Scotland (and the predecessor programmes) supports prevention, reuse and recycling in an 
integrated way across its activities. For example, business resource efficiency support looks at all the 
options open to businesses to reduce the cost of materials and waste, including prevention and 
recycling. 

Funding for the separate delivery programmes in 2010-11 is summarised on the Scottish 
Government website;  with waste prevention activity being particularly relevant to the work of WRAP 
Scotland (now Zero Waste Scotland), Community Recycling Network for Scotland, Waste Aware 
Scotland, Envirowise, Remade Scotland and the National Industrial Symbiosis Programme: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/waste-and-pollution/Waste-1/wastestrategy/zero-
waste-fund 

Further detail on Zero Waste Scotland's waste prevention activity is published on its website 
(http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/), including its summary business plan for 2011-15 which 
provides a breakdown of its £25 million budget for 2011-12. Of particular relevance its activity working 
with business, promoting sustainable procurement, supporting community engagement, providing 
public information and supporting the re-use sector: 

Zero Waste Scotland‟s budget for 2012-13 has yet to be agreed. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how much of the £5 million capital grants scheme for plastics recycling 
infrastructure has been awarded to the (a) private and (b) public sector and how much for public and 
private sector partnerships. 

 (S4W-04008) 

Richard Lochhead: The capital grant scheme for plastics recycling infrastructure is managed by 
Zero Waste Scotland. Detailed due diligence discussions between the preferred bidder and Zero 
Waste Scotland are currently on-going. No further information can be provided until these confidential 
discussions are concluded. 

An announcement will be made at the appropriate time. 

 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-03883 
S4W-03853 
S4W-03859 
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