
Tuesday 15 November 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Bob Doris (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it 
has regarding recent media reports that some local authorities are removing funding from private and 
community nurseries that helped to deliver the statutory 12.5 hours per week of free nursery provision. 

 (S4W-03810) 

Angela Constance: Statistics from the Care Inspectorate, published on 31 October 2011, indicate 
that, as at December 2010, 76% of private nurseries and 89% of not-for-profit nurseries are providing 
pre-school education in partnership with local authorities. This represents a slight increase of 1% for 
both types of provision, compared with the previous year. 

In addition, Scottish Government statistics on pre-school education provision, to be published in 
December, will provide information about how pre-school education is being delivered within different 
settings across Scotland. 

Figures published in 2010 indicated that 97.1% of eligible children registered for pre-school, an 
increase from 95.7% in 2009. These annual statistics also show the percentage of pre-school centres 
that are locally managed and run in partnership with local authorities. 

It is a matter for local authorities to configure provision of pre-school education on the basis of local 
needs. We are aware that some local authorities are reconfiguring partner provision in consultation 
with their partners. 

 

Bob Doris (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to 
audit the use of private and community nurseries across local authority areas following recent media 
reports that some local authorities are removing funding from such nurseries that helped to deliver the 
statutory 12.5 hours per week of free nursery provision. 

 (S4W-03811) 

Angela Constance: The Care Inspectorate and the Scottish Government produce publications 
annually which provide information about pre-school education and childcare provision across 
Scotland– as set out in the answer to question S4W-03810 on 15 November 2011. 

There are no additional plans to centrally audit the use of private and community nurseries within 
local authority areas. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the cost is to 
consumers in Scotland of transmission losses from Scottish electricity generators to the rest of UK. 

 (S4W-03391) 

Fergus Ewing: The costs of transmission losses are not allocated to the consumer. They are dealt 
with through the Balancing Mechanism used by the National Grid as a means of balancing power 
flows on to and off of the electricity Transmission System in Great Britain. The costs of transmission 
losses are met by electricity generators and distribution companies drawing the electricity off the 
transmission network. 

Elexon is the body that administers the Balancing Mechanism. More information can be found on its 
website http://www.elexon.co.uk/ELEXON%20Documents/Transmission_Losses.pdf. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.elexon.co.uk/ELEXON%20Documents/Transmission_Losses.pdf


Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many (a) social rented, (b) subsidised owner-occupied and (c) intermediate rented homes have been 
built in 2011. 

Holding answer issued: 14 November 2011 (S4W-03412) 

Keith Brown: Between 1 January and 30 June 2011, 2,374 social rented homes, 539 subsidised 
owner-occupied homes and 16 intermediate rented homes were completed. The figures reflect the 
projects funded directly by the Scottish Government and those funded through Glasgow and 
Edinburgh City Councils through the Transfer of Management of Development Funding. 

An update to Housing Statistics for Scotland will be published at the end of November 2011 on the 
Scottish Government website at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics. This will include the 
number of completions for the period July to September 2011. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it is 
doing to ensure that new homes are (a) sustainable and (b) of high build quality. 

Holding answer issued: 14 November 2011 (S4W-03413) 

Aileen Campbell: Furthering the achievement of sustainable development and energy efficiency are 
key aspects of Scottish building regulations. They apply when new construction work is carried out 
and are reviewed on a regular basis. Recently standards for energy and sound insulation, in and 
between homes, have been enhanced. Scotland's new homes have the best standards in the UK for 
energy efficiency and accessibility. 

Local authorities independently verify that the design and construction of new buildings meet current 
standards. What is already considered within Europe to be an extremely robust building standards 
system has now also been improved by introducing two new performance testing regimes for air 
tightness and noise. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
when a decision will be made regarding the Viking Energy Project in Shetland. 

 (S4W-03438) 

Fergus Ewing: A decision regarding the Viking Energy wind farm project in Shetland, has been 
delayed whilst the developer, Viking Energy holds discussions with Scottish Natural Heritage and 
Scatsta Airport at the behest of the parties involved. Scottish Ministers hope to make a decision in the 
near future. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether landlords are 
required to fit their properties with carbon monoxide detectors. 

 (S4W-03769) 

Keith Brown: Private and social landlords are not required to fit homes with carbon monoxide 
detectors but they are required to ensure that gas heating systems are regularly inspected and are not 
dangerous. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many households in Scotland received (a) housing and (b) council tax benefit in (i) 2006-07, (ii) 2007-
08, (iii) 2008-09, (iv) 2009-10 and (v) 2010-11. 

 (S4W-03800) 

John Swinney: The relevant National Statistics are published by the Department for Work and 
Pensions are available at http://statistics.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd1/hb_ctb/index.php?page=hbctb_arc. 

The following below is extracted from this source and shows the number of recipients of housing 
benefit and council tax benefit in Scotland. 

 Housing Benefit Council Tax Benefit 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics
http://statistics.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd1/hb_ctb/index.php?page=hbctb_arc


 Housing Benefit Council Tax Benefit 

August-06 432,200 537,700 

August-07 427,300 526,400 

July- 09 446,120 542,330 

July- 10 468,960 562,680 

July- 11 473,300 560,470 

 

These statistics are based on individuals rather than households. The Department for Work and 
Pensions changed the way it collected information between August 2007 and November 2008. As a 
consequence there is a discontinuity in the time series covering this period. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-03390 by Fergus Ewing on 2 November 2011, where it believes the 52 
megawatts of capacity will be deployed; whether the 50p per annum projected cost to consumers is 
based on spreading the Renewables Obligation cost over a UK or Scottish consumer base, and, if the 
former, what the cost to Scottish consumers alone would be for 52 megawatts of distributed 
generation. 

 (S4W-03807) 

Fergus Ewing: The location of marine renewables projects around Scotland will be a matter for 
developers, subject to their obtaining both a site lease and the necessary marine license from the 
Scottish Government. The estimated additional cost incurred by this forecast capacity is based on the 
costs being spread across the UK – deliberately and advisedly so, since this is how the Renewables 
Obligation operates and will continue to do so. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-00647 by Fergus Ewing on 23 June 2011, when it will reach a decision 
on the appropriate assessment criteria on which to base the detailed decision making on how best to 
establish enterprise zones. 

 (S4W-03808) 

Fergus Ewing: The criteria have been agreed with ministers and the assessment of individual sites 
is currently being progressed. The assessment criteria will be published in the near future when 
Ministers make decisions on Scotland’s Enterprise Areas. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it has identified sites in Glasgow for consideration as enterprise areas. 

 (S4W-03816) 

Fergus Ewing: I can confirm that a number of strategically important sites across Scotland, 
including potential locations in Glasgow, are currently being assessed for inclusion within Scotland’s 
Enterprise Areas. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with Glasgow City Council concerning the possible location of 
enterprise areas in the city. 

 (S4W-03818) 

Fergus Ewing: Ministers have discussed their overall approach to delivering enterprise areas in 
Scotland with COSLA’s leaders group. Once the current process for the assessment of individual sites 
is complete, we will engage further with individual local authorities to determine the most effective 
delivery approach for each enterprise area. 

 



Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what agencies are involved in discussions concerning the possible siting of enterprise areas 
in Glasgow. 

 (S4W-03819) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Enterprise has been closely involved in the identification and ongoing 
assessment of potential Enterprise Area sites across Scotland, including locations in Glasgow. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether decisions on the siting of enterprise areas will be taken solely by ministers. 

 (S4W-03822) 

Fergus Ewing: Ministers will make decisions on the sites to be included in Scotland’s Enterprise 
Areas but on the basis of the assessment of potential sites, in collaboration with Scottish Enterprise 
and Highlands and Islands Enterprise, against a rigorous set of criteria. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-02900 by Fergus Ewing on 3 October 2011, whether 
it is now in a position to announce the location of enterprise areas. 

 (S4W-03823) 

Fergus Ewing: A significant amount of work has been undertaken over recent months, in 
collaboration with Scottish Enterprise and Highland and Islands Enterprise, to identify and assess 
potential enterprise area sites against a rigorous set of criteria. Ministers anticipate making an 
announcement about Enterprise Area locations in the near future following the completion of this 
assessment process. 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many (a) fatal and (b) non-fatal road accidents have been recorded in each police force area in 
each year since 1999, showing percentage changes in each year. 

 (S4W-03832) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of accidents where someone has been killed or 
injured in road accidents by police force. 

  Severity Percent Change 

  Fatal 
Other 

Severity Fatal 
Other 

Severity 

Northern 1999 35     874      

  2000 41     761  17 -13 

  2001 31     783  -24 3 

  2002 25     719  -19 -8 

  2003 32     768  28 7 

  2004 29     770  -9 0 

  2005 24     760  -17 -1 

  2006 27     720  13 -5 

  2007 34     704  26 -2 

  2008 33     669  -3 -5 

  2009 24     700  -27 5 

  2010 24     550  0 -21 

Grampian 1999 35    1,205      

  2000 45    1,185  29 -2 

 2001 46    1,098  2 -7 

  2002 44    1,111  -4 1 



  Severity Percent Change 

  Fatal 
Other 

Severity Fatal 
Other 

Severity 

Grampian 2003 45    1,055  2 -5 

  2004 40    1,064  -11 1 

  2005 48    1,155  20 9 

  2006 56    1,052  17 -9 

  2007 35    1,179  -38 12 

  2008 28    1,371  -20 16 

  2009 28    1,302  0 -5 

  2010 33    1,056  18 -19 

Tayside 1999 34    1,223      

  2000 22    1,152  -35 -6 

  2001 42    1,191  91 3 

  2002 23    1,145  -45 -4 

  2003 29    1,018  26 -11 

  2004 31    1,041  7 2 

  2005 29     948  -6 -9 

  2006 20    1,001  -31 6 

  2007 30     897  50 -10 

  2008 29     902  -3 1 

  2009 21     888  -28 -2 

  2010 28     713  33 -20 

Fife 1999 14     698      

  2000 11     774  -21 11 

  2001 19     715  73 -8 

  2002 26     714  37 0 

  2003 17     702  -35 -2 

  2004 24     730  41 4 

  2005 11     690  -54 -5 

  2006 17     660  55 -4 

  2007 10     596  -41 -10 

  2008 13     563  30 -6 

  2009 6     582  -54 3 

  2010 13     543  117 -7 

Lothian and 
Borders  

1999 48    3,183      

2000 49    3,256  2 2 

  2001 36    3,164  -27 -3 

  2002 33    3,018  -8 -5 

  2003 44    2,786  33 -8 

  2004 34    2,882  -23 3 

  2005 35    2,740  3 -5 

  2006 40    2,709  14 -1 

  2007 40    2,470  0 -9 

  2008 36    2,506  -10 1 

  2009 30    2,314  -17 -8 

  2010 17    2,245  -43 -3 

Central 1999 9     726      

  2000 18     653  100 -10 

  2001 16     620  -11 -5 

  2002 21     725  31 17 

 2003 20     739  -5 2 



  Severity Percent Change 

  Fatal 
Other 

Severity Fatal 
Other 

Severity 

Central  2004 16     667  -20 -10 

  2005 18     639  13 -4 

  2006 19     682  6 7 

  2007 8     667  -58 -2 

  2008 11     669  38 0 

  2009 10     624  -9 -7 

  2010 7     531  -30 -15 

Strathclyde 1999 98    6,845      

  2000 99    6,644  1 -3 

  2001 106    6,421  7 -3 

  2002 88    6,226  -17 -3 

  2003 104    6,111  18 -2 

  2004 101    6,050  -3 -1 

  2005 85    5,759  -16 -5 

  2006 95    5,569  12 -3 

  2007 87    5,274  -8 -5 

  2008 86    4,823  -1 -9 

  2009 68    4,570  -21 -5 

  2010 63    4,110  -7 -10 

Dumfries and 
Galloway  

1999 12     376      

2000 12     409  0 9 

  2001 13     423  8 3 

  2002 14     411  8 -3 

  2003 10     437  -29 6 

  2004 8     432  -20 -1 

  2005 14     483  75 12 

  2006 19     424  36 -12 

  2007 11     464  -42 9 

  2008 9     410  -18 -12 

  2009 9     379  0 -8 

  2010 4     356  -56 -6 

 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many (a) male and (b) female road fatalities of people aged (i) under-17, (ii) 18 to 25, (iii) 26 to 
40, (iv) 41 to 64 and (v) over 65 have been recorded in each police force area in each year since 
1999, showing percentage changes in each year. 

 (S4W-03833) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of people killed in accidents by police force, 
gender and age group. 

Male Percentage changes 

  
16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

Northern 1999 3 9 10 4 1      

 2000 2 6 12 11 2 -33 -33 20 175 100 

  2001 1 9 10 5 3 -50 50 -17 -55 50 

  2002 0 8 7 4 1 -100 -11 -30 -20 -67 

  2003 1 6 12 6 2 - -25 71 50 100 



Male Percentage changes 

  
16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

Northern 2004 1 4 7 8 5 - -33 -42 33 150 

  2005 2 3 8 7 1 100 -25 14 -13 -80 

  2006 3 8 7 6 2 50 167 -13 -14 100 

  2007 2 11 4 9 1 -33 38 -43 50 -50 

  2008 2 5 9 5 6 - -55 125 -44 500 

  2009 3 5 6 5 3 50 - -33 - -50 

  2010 0 6 5 7 1 -100 20 -17 40 -67 

Grampian 1999 3 8 5 5 3           

  2000 1 11 11 14 1 -67 38 120 180 -67 

  2001 0 16 11 5 4 -100 45 - -64 300 

  2002 3 10 7 10 7 - -38 -36 100 75 

  2003 3 8 12 9 4 - -20 71 -10 -43 

  2004 1 14 14 2 4 -67 75 17 -78 - 

  2005 3 17 12 4 5 200 21 -14 100 25 

  2006 1 19 15 9 9 -67 12 25 125 80 

  2007 1 11 11 5 3 - -42 -27 -44 -67 

  2008 3 8 4 3 2 200 -27 -64 -40 -33 

  2009 0 10 8 3 6 -100 25 100 - 200 

  2010 0 4 12 7 4 - -60 50 133 -33 

Tayside 1999 1 7 5 9 7           

  2000 1 2 6 6 0 - -71 20 -33 -100 

  2001 2 7 7 13 5 100 250 17 117 - 

  2002 0 3 8 4 4 -100 -57 14 -69 -20 

  2003 0 8 6 3 7 - 167 -25 -25 75 

  2004 0 5 8 3 3 - -38 33 - -57 

  2005 1 4 4 9 6 - -20 -50 200 100 

  2006 0 6 3 5 2 -100 50 -25 -44 -67 

  2007 0 6 7 7 6 - - 133 40 200 

  2008 2 5 2 8 4 - -17 -71 14 -33 

  2009 0 5 6 3 3 -100 - 200 -63 -25 

  2010 2 6 2 7 3 - 20 -67 133 - 

Fife 1999 1 2 4 1 0           

  2000 0 3 1 4 1 -100 50 -75 300 - 

  2001 0 5 5 5 1 - 67 400 25 - 

  2002 1 6 7 5 2 - 20 40 - 100 

  2003 0 2 6 2 3 -100 -67 -14 -60 50 

  2004 3 4 7 5 4 - 100 17 150 33 

  2005 0 7 3 1 0 -100 75 -57 -80 -100 

  2006 1 2 4 6 0 - -71 33 500 - 

  2007 2 6 1 2 1 100 200 -75 -67 - 

  2008 0 5 2 3 0 -100 -17 100 50 -100 

  2009 0 0 1 2 0 - -100 -50 -33 - 

  2010 0 5 1 4 1 - - - 100 - 

Lothian and 
Borders 

1999 3 7 13 8 5           

2000 5 10 14 6 2 67 43 8 -25 -60 

  2001 2 6 7 7 4 -60 -40 -50 17 100 

  2002 3 4 7 10 5 50 -33 - 43 25 

  2003 0 9 9 6 6 -100 125 29 -40 20 

 2004 0 4 9 7 7 - -56 - 17 17 



Male Percentage changes 

  
16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

Lothian and 
Borders  

2005 1 5 6 6 8 - 25 -33 -14 14 

2006 3 6 8 11 7 200 20 33 83 -13 

  2007 2 12 2 8 5 -33 100 -75 -27 -29 

  2008 1 8 8 4 5 -50 -33 300 -50 - 

  2009 0 11 2 5 6 -100 38 -75 25 20 

  2010 2 1 8 2 1 - -91 300 -60 -83 

Central 1999 1 3 4 0 1           

  2000 3 5 1 3 2 200 67 -75 - 100 

  2001 0 2 5 5 0 -100 -60 400 67 -100 

  2002 0 5 12 1 0 - 150 140 -80 - 

  2003 3 2 5 4 3 - -60 -58 300 - 

  2004 0 0 5 5 2 -100 -100 - 25 -33 

  2005 0 3 4 3 2 - - -20 -40 - 

  2006 3 4 6 3 0 - 33 50 - -100 

  2007 0 0 3 2 0 -100 -100 -50 -33 - 

  2008 2 1 2 1 4 - - -33 -50 - 

  2009 0 3 1 5 1 -100 200 -50 400 -75 

  2010 0 2 1 2 0 - -33 - -60 -100 

Strathclyde 1999 7 24 19 19 13           

  2000 4 11 25 17 18 -43 -54 32 -11 38 

  2001 11 23 30 23 4 175 109 20 35 -78 

  2002 4 15 25 16 5 -64 -35 -17 -30 25 

  2003 4 26 24 18 6 - 73 -4 13 20 

  2004 4 18 23 21 12 - -31 -4 17 100 

  2005 4 17 12 20 11 - -6 -48 -5 -8 

  2006 4 18 15 19 13 - 6 25 -5 18 

  2007 3 18 21 12 14 -25 - 40 -37 8 

  2008 6 16 14 21 12 100 -11 -33 75 -14 

  2009 5 16 16 10 6 -17 - 14 -52 -50 

  2010 3 8 11 16 9 -40 -50 -31 60 50 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

1999 0 3 5 1 1           

2000 0 2 2 1 2 - -33 -60 - 100 

  2001 0 3 3 5 0 - 50 50 400 -100 

  2002 0 1 6 5 3 - -67 100 - - 

  2003 0 1 3 2 0 - - -50 -60 -100 

  2004 0 4 1 1 0 - 300 -67 -50 - 

  2005 2 3 1 3 1 - -25 - 200 - 

  2006 2 4 5 4 1 - 33 400 33 - 

  2007 0 1 3 3 2 -100 -75 -40 -25 100 

  2008 0 1 3 2 2 - - - -33 - 

  2009 1 0 0 4 1 - -100 -100 100 -50 

  2010 0 1 1 1 0 -100 - - -75 -100 

 

Female Percentage changes 

  
16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 26-40 65+ 

Northern 1999 0 3 1 4 1           

  2000 1 2 2 3 2 - -33 100 -25 100 



Female Percentage changes 

  
16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 26-40 65+ 

 Northern 2001 1 2 1 3 4 - - -50 - 100 

  2002 0 2 1 2 2 -100 - - -33 -50 

  2003 2 1 0 2 4 - -50 -100 - 100 

  2004 0 1 2 2 2 -100 - - - -50 

  2005 0 1 0 2 3 - - -100 - 50 

  2006 0 1 1 1 1 - - - -50 -67 

  2007 1 1 2 6 2 - - 100 500 100 

  2008 1 2 2 2 3 - 100 - -67 50 

  2009 0 1 4 0 1 -100 -50 100 -100 -67 

  2010 0 2 1 4 3 - 100 -75 - 200 

Grampian 1999 2 3 3 1 2           

  2000 3 2 3 4 3 50 -33 - 300 50 

  2001 0 2 2 3 7 -100 - -33 -25 133 

  2002 1 4 1 2 4 - 100 -50 -33 -43 

  2003 0 4 4 3 4 -100 - 300 50 - 

  2004 0 3 1 2 3 - -25 -75 -33 -25 

  2005 2 3 1 3 3 - - - 50 - 

  2006 2 3 2 1 1 - - 100 -67 -67 

  2007 0 1 1 0 4 -100 -67 -50 -100 300 

  2008 4 5 0 2 4 - 400 -100 - - 

  2009 1 0 1 0 2 -75 -100 - -100 -50 

  2010 0 4 4 2 0 -100 - 300 - -100 

Tayside 1999 1 0 5 2 3           

  2000 0 0 0 3 5 -100 - -100 50 67 

  2001 2 3 2 2 7 - - - -33 40 

  2002 0 1 1 3 3 -100 -67 -50 50 -57 

  2003 3 1 1 3 5 - - - - 67 

  2004 1 5 1 5 4 -67 400 - 67 -20 

  2005 0 2 1 2 0 -100 -60 - -60 -100 

  2006 1 1 0 1 2 - -50 -100 -50 - 

  2007 2 2 1 3 1 100 100 - 200 -50 

  2008 1 1 0 2 6 -50 -50 -100 -33 500 

  2009 1 0 0 3 0 - -100 - 50 -100 

  2010 0 2 3 3 2 -100 - - - - 

Fife 1999 2 0 2 1 2           

  2000 1 1 0 0 1 -50 - -100 -100 -50 

  2001 1 1 1 1 1 - - - - - 

  2002 0 1 1 3 3 -100 - - 200 200 

  2003 2 0 0 1 2 - -100 -100 -67 -33 

  2004 2 1 2 0 2 - - - -100 - 

  2005 3 0 0 0 1 50 -100 -100 - -50 

  2006 1 3 0 1 1 -67 - - - - 

  2007 0 1 0 1 0 -100 -67 - - -100 

  2008 1 0 0 1 2 - -100 - - - 

  2009 0 1 0 1 1 -100 - - - -50 

  2010 0 1 1 0 0 - - - -100 -100 

Lothian and 
Borders 

1999 1 1 5 3 6           

2000 2 2 4 6 6 100 100 -20 100 - 



Female Percentage changes 

  
16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 41-64 65+ 

16 and 
under 17-25 26-40 26-40 65+ 

Lothian and 
Borders  

2001 2 3 1 6 3 - 50 -75 - -50 

2002 1 0 0 3 5 -50 -100 -100 -50 67 

  2003 0 5 2 6 2 -100 - - 100 -60 

  2004 0 4 0 1 3 - -20 -100 -83 50 

  2005 1 2 1 4 2 - -50 - 300 -33 

  2006 0 1 3 1 2 -100 -50 200 -75 - 

  2007 2 2 3 2 3 - 100 - 100 50 

  2008 0 1 1 3 6 -100 -50 -67 50 100 

  2009 0 3 3 1 6 - 200 200 -67 - 

  2010 0 1 1 1 1 - -67 -67 - -83 

Central 1999 0 0 1 0 0           

  2000 0 0 1 1 2 - - - - - 

  2001 1 2 1 1 0 - - - - -100 

  2002 0 1 1 2 2 -100 -50 - 100 - 

  2003 0 3 1 1 2 - 200 - -50 - 

  2004 0 1 1 0 3 - -67 - -100 50 

  2005 0 1 1 2 2 - - - - -33 

  2006 0 1 0 2 0 - - -100 - -100 

  2007 0 1 1 0 1 - - - -100 - 

  2008 0 0 0 1 1 - -100 -100 - - 

  2009 0 1 0 0 0 - - - -100 -100 

  2010 0 2 0 0 0 - 100 - - - 

Strathclyde 1999 5 7 3 4 8           

  2000 2 4 6 12 7 -60 -43 100 200 -13 

  2001 2 5 3 6 10 - 25 -50 -50 43 

  2002 6 5 5 3 8 200 - 67 -50 -20 

  2003 6 8 5 9 9 - 60 - 200 13 

  2004 1 4 3 6 15 -83 -50 -40 -33 67 

  2005 2 7 3 6 9 100 75 - - -40 

  2006 7 1 3 1 15 250 -86 - -83 67 

  2007 2 4 4 2 15 -71 300 33 100 - 

  2008 1 5 5 8 6 -50 25 25 300 -60 

  2009 0 1 6 7 5 -100 -80 20 -13 -17 

  2010 0 6 2 4 10 - 500 -67 -43 100 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

1999 0 0 0 2 1           

2000 0 1 0 2 4 - - - - 300 

  2001 0 0 1 0 1 - -100 - -100 -75 

  2002 0 1 0 1 1 - - -100 - - 

  2003 0 2 0 1 1 - 100 - - - 

  2004 0 0 0 1 1 - -100 - - - 

  2005 0 0 2 3 2 - - - 200 100 

  2006 0 1 4 4 0 - - 100 33 -100 

  2007 0 1 1 0 1 - - -75 -100 - 

  2008 0 0 0 1 1 - -100 -100 - - 

  2009 0 2 0 1 1 - - - - - 

  2010 0 0 0 2 0 - -100 - 100 -100 

 

 



Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many road fatalities occurred on (a) A, (b) B, (c) C and (d) unclassified roads in each police force 
area in each year since 1999, showing percentage changes in each year. 

 (S4W-03834) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of people killed in accidents by police force and 
the type of road involved. 

Casualties by Police Force and Type of Road, 1999 to 2010 

    Type of Road Percent Change 

    
A 

Roads 
B 

Roads 
C 

Roads 
Unclass-

ified 
A 

Roads 
B 

Roads 
C 

Roads 
Unclass-

ified 

Northern 1999 29      3      1       3          

  2000 34      2      1       6  17 -33 - 100 

  2001 29      6       -       4  -15 200 -100 -33 

  2002 22      1       -       4  -24 -83 - - 

  2003 26      4       -       6  18 300 - 50 

  2004 27      3       -       2  4 -25 - -67 

  2005 19      2      2       4  -30 -33 - 100 

  2006 25  2       -       3  32 - -100 -25 

  2007 28  8       -       3  12 300 - - 

  2008 26  7       -       4  -7 -13 - 33 

  2009 25  1       -       2  -4 -86 - -50 

  2010 17  8       -       4  -32 700 - 100 

Grampian 1999 19  0       -       6          

  2000 41  8       -       4  116 -20 - -33 

  2001 29  12       -       9  -29 50 - 125 

  2002 26  14       -       9  -10 17 - - 

  2003 31  13       -       7  19 -7 - -22 

  2004  30  12       -       2  -3 -8 - -71 

  2005 33  10       -      10  10 -17 - 400 

  2006 44  13       -       5  33 30 - -50 

  2007 20  10       -       7  -55 -23 - 40 

  2008 23  6       -       6  15 -40 - -14 

  2009 17  11       -       3  -26 83 - -50 

  2010 25  8       -       4  47 -27 - 33 

Tayside 1999 33  -      1       6          

  2000 14  1      3       5  -58 - 200 -17 

  2001 39  5       -       5  179 400 -100 - 

  2002 17  3      1       2  -56 -40 - -60 

  2003 33  2       -       2  94 -33 -100 - 

  2004 25  5      3       2  -24 150 - - 

  2005 20  5      2        -  -20 - -33 -100 

  2006    17       -      3       1  -15 -100 50 - 

  2007    28      2      3       2  65 - - 100 

  2008    19      6      2       4  -32 200 -33 100 

  2009    17      2      1       1  -11 -67 -50 -75 

  2010    20      2      4       4  18 - 300 300 

Fife 1999     9      3      3        -          

  2000     8      1       -       3  -11 -67 -100 - 

  2001    15      2       -       3  88 100 - - 

  2002    18      6      3        -  20 200 - -100 

 2003     8      6      1       3  -56 - -67 - 



    Type of Road Percent Change 

    
A 

Roads 
B 

Roads 
C 

Roads 
Unclass-

ified 
A 

Roads 
B 

Roads 
C 

Roads 
Unclass-

ified 

Fife 2004    15      4      1      10  88 -33 - 233 

  2005    11      3       -       1  -27 -25 -100 -90 

  2006    14      4      1        -  27 33 - -100 

  2007     5      6      3        -  -64 50 200 - 

  2008    10      1      2       1  100 -83 -33 - 

  2009     3      2       -       1  -70 100 -100 - 

  2010     9      4       -        -  200 100 - -100 

Lothian and 
Borders 

1999    28     12      3       9          

2000    36      7      2      12  29 -42 -33 33 

  2001    23      5      1      11  -36 -29 -50 -8 

  2002    24      2      2       9  4 -60 100 -18 

  2003    24      5      1      14  - 150 -50 56 

  2004    21      6       -       8  -13 20 -100 -43 

  2005    24      5      2       5  14 -17 - -38 

  2006    23      4      1      13  -4 -20 -50 160 

  2007    24      4       -      10  4 - -100 -23 

  2008    18      5      1       9  -25 25 - -10 

  2009    17     10       -       8  -6 100 -100 -11 

  2010    13      1       -       3  -24 -90 - -63 

Central 1999     6      1       -       1          

  2000    13      2       -       3  117 100 - 200 

  2001    14       -       -        -  8 -100 - -100 

  2002    14      4       -       1  - - - - 

  2003    20      1       -       1  43 -75 - - 

  2004    12      2      2       1  -40 100 - - 

  2005    14      2      1        -  17 - -50 -100 

  2006    13      3      1       1  -7 50 - - 

  2007     5       -       -       1  -62 -100 -100 - 

  2008     7      2       -       2  40 - - 100 

  2009     8      1      1        -  14 -50 - -100 

  2010     5      2       -        -  -38 100 -100 - 

Strathclyde 1999    57     16      1      29          

  2000    54     14       -      21  -5 -13 -100 -28 

  2001    66     17      1      28  22 21 - 33 

  2002    55     16       -      14  -17 -6 -100 -50 

  2003    67     21      2      18  22 31 - 29 

  2004    60     17       -      23  -10 -19 -100 28 

  2005    46     13       -      26  -23 -24 - 13 

  2006    56     11      1      22  22 -15 - -15 

  2007    60      9       -      23  7 -18 -100 5 

  2008    58     15      1      14  -3 67 - -39 

  2009    33      8       -      24  -43 -47 -100 71 

  2010    42     14       -      11  27 75 - -54 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

1999     8      3      1        -          

2000    10      3      1        -  25 - - - 

  2001    10      3       -        -  - - -100 - 

  2002    12       -       -       1  20 -100 - - 

 

2003     6       -      1        -  -50 - - -100 

2004     4      3       -        -  -33 - -100 - 



    Type of Road Percent Change 

    
A 

Roads 
B 

Roads 
C 

Roads 
Unclass-

ified 
A 

Roads 
B 

Roads 
C 

Roads 
Unclass-

ified 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

2005    13      3       -        -  225 - - - 

2006    21      2      1       1  62 -33 - - 

 2007     9      2       -        -  -57 - -100 -100 

 2008     7      2       -       1  -22 - - - 

  2009     6      1      1        -  -14 -50 - -100 

  2010     3      1       -        -  -50 - -100 - 

 

 

Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many road fatalities have been as a result of a seatbelt not being worn in each police force area 
in each year since 1999, showing percentage changes in each year. 

 (S4W-03835) 

Keith Brown: Data about injury road accidents are collected by the police and reported to the 
Scottish Government using the Stats 19 statistical report form. The Stats 19 returns do not collect any 
information about whether or not seat belts were worn.  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-03012 by John Swinney on 18 October 2011, when it expects to receive a report 
from the Accounts Commission on how external scrutiny can contribute to the public service reform 
agenda. 

 (S4W-03839) 

John Swinney: The Accounts Commission is now completing a plan for delivering a review of how 
Community Planning Partnerships are externally scrutinised including pilot work which will be carried 
out in 2012. Further information on detail and timings for the review will be announced in due course. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-03016 by John Swinney on 18 October 2011, whether it will seek an independent 
analysis of the Scottish Spending Review 2011. 

 (S4W-03840) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has no plans to add to the scrutiny arrangements that 
already apply, including parliament’s role in the budget process and the significant amount of evidence 
it takes from third parties on the government’s spending proposals. 

As in previous years, the Scottish Government has published a range of analytical information to 
assist the scrutiny process, including assessments of the equalities and carbon impacts of its 
spending plans. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of 
local authority funding in 2011-12 will come from council tax revenue. 

 (S4W-03841) 

John Swinney: Based on local authorities’ own financial returns to the Scottish Government, they 
have estimated that 18 per cent of their net revenue income in 2011-12 will be raised from the council 
tax. This figure includes both anticipated council tax benefit funding and any community charge 
arrears expected to be collected in-year, but excludes the £70 million per annum the Scottish 
Government has provided to local authorities to compensate them for the income foregone in freezing 
the council tax at 2007-08 levels. 

 



Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what percentage of 
local authority funding will come from council tax revenue in (a) 2012-13, (b) 2013-14 and (c) 2014-15. 

 (S4W-03842) 

John Swinney: Local authorities are responsible for setting their annual net revenue budgets as 
well as the amount of those budgets to be funded from the council tax. The latest information available 
to the Scottish Government provided by local authorities is in respect of 2011-12. Figures for 2012-15 
will not be available until the relevant annual financial returns from local authorities’ have been 
submitted to the Scottish Government. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-03014 by John Swinney on 18 October 2011, whether it considers that the disparity 
between local government and NHS board financial cycles makes more partnership working more 
challenging. 

 (S4W-03843) 

John Swinney: Local Government and NHS board financial cycles are the same, running from April 
to March, with both preparing annual accounts for this financial cycle and adhering to the Scottish 
Government’s overarching financial timetable. The three year Spending Review announced in 
September 2011 provides additional financial clarity to local authorities and NHS boards for the next 
three years which should facilitate effective partnership working. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has 
considered instructing an audit of community planning partnerships. 

 (S4W-03844) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has not instructed an audit of community planning 
partnerships. Audit and scrutiny of public services is carried out independently of ministers, by Audit 
Scotland and relevant scrutiny bodies. 

I have asked the Accounts Commission to lead a review of how external scrutiny of community 
planning partnerships is carried out, as set out in the answer to question S4W-03012 on 18 October 
2011. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how much it has spent on bottled water for each of its directorates in each year 
since 1999. 

 (S4W-03856) 

John Swinney: Bottled water coolers have been withdrawn from staff areas across the government 
estate. 

The supply of still bottled water for meetings ceased in August 2008 and was replaced by mains 
water. A small quantity of bottled sparkling water is supplied when required. 

These initiatives have realised considerable carbon and financial savings. 

The following tables set out the costs for purchases of bottled water for water coolers and through 
the catering services contract. Financial information on Water Coolers is only available from 2004 and 
for bottled water from 2003. Information is only available at the government level and not for individual 
government directorate. 

Water Coolers 

2004-5 £50,923 

2005-6 £85,272 

2006-7 £77,474 

2007-8 £80,085 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


2008-9 £71,911 

2009-10 *£89,929 

2010-11 £7,859 

Note: * Increase due to expanded Scottish Government Estate  

Bottled Water 

2003-04 £32,118 

2004-05 £42,798 

2005-06 £46,911 

2006-07 £54,789 

2007-08 £61,306 

2008-09 £26,597  

2009-10 £1,629 

2010-11 £357 

 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans 
to continue with the improvement scheme to the A76 at Ellisland Farm. 

 (S4W-03867) 

Keith Brown: As part of the normal development of the design of the Ellisland Improvement, 
Transport Scotland carried out a review of costs and benefits. This showed that the cost of the 
proposed scheme had increased and the scheme was no longer economically feasible in the current 
climate. Transport Scotland are however currently undertaking a road safety action plan which will 
propose measures aimed at further improving road safety on the A76. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
improvement schemes are scheduled for the A76 from Dumfries to New Cumnock and when they will 
take place. 

 (S4W-03868) 

Keith Brown: There are currently no improvement schemes scheduled for the A76 from Dumfries to 
New Cumnock. Transport Scotland are however currently undertaking a road safety action plan which 
will propose measures aimed at further improving road safety on the A76. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
improvement schemes are scheduled for the A75 from Dumfries to Gretna and when they will take 
place. 

 (S4W-03869) 

Keith Brown: At present the two schemes scheduled for the A75 are Dunragit Bypass and 
Hardgrove to Kinmount. The schemes have completed their statutory process and will be prepared so 
that they are ready to be taken forward at the earliest possible opportunity when funds become 
available. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much it will spend on active and sustainable travel, as referred to in the 2011 SNP manifesto, in each 
year from 2011-12 to 2014-15 and what proportion this represents of (a) overall transport spend, (b) 
transport spend excluding the Forth Replacement Crossing and (c) overall spend as laid out in the 
Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13. 

 (S4W-03871) 



Keith Brown: The Scottish Government’s planned spend on active and sustainable travel, as 
reflected in the spending review and draft budget, is set out in the following table, together with the 
requested comparisons. The draft budget is still subject to parliamentary proceedings. 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Sustainable and Active Travel 
(SAT) 

£25 
million 

£16 
million 

£25 
million 

£15 
million 

Total Transport 
£1,804 
million 

£1,884 
million 

£1,956 
million 

£1,986 
million 

SAT as % of above 1.39% 0.85% 1.28% 0.76% 

Transport less Forth Crossing 
£1,604 
million 

£1,602 
million 

£1,675 
million 

£1,627 
million 

SAT as % of above 1.56% 1.00% 1.49% 0.92% 

Total Scottish Government 
£33,523 

million 
£33,862 

million 
£34,431 

million 
£35,187 

million 

SAT as % of above 0.07% 0.05% 0.07% 0.04% 

 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason 
there is no recognition of the financial implications of welfare reform in the Scottish Spending Review 
2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13. 

 (S4W-03872) 

John Swinney: The UK Government has not made sufficient information available to allow us to 
properly assess the overall effect of their reforms. The Supplementary Legislative Consent 
Memorandum, which we published on 1 November, sets this out along with the analysis we have 
carried out to date and we will continue to add to this work as more becomes known. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
the proposed public health levy will be (a) in addition to or (b) a replacement for the large business 
supplement. 

 (S4W-03887) 

John Swinney: The Public Health Supplement, which will apply only to around 240 large retail 
properties in Scotland that sell both alcohol and tobacco, will be paid in addition to the large business 
supplement. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what 
reason it anticipates revenue from the proposed public health levy to rise from £30 million in 2012-13 
to £40 million in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-03888) 

John Swinney: The revenue will increase in 2013-14 as a result of an increase in the amount of the 
supplement. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what 
reason large retailers selling alcohol and tobacco will be subject to the proposed public health levy but 
not those selling only alcohol. 

 (S4W-03889) 

John Swinney: The total combined economic cost to Scotland of alcohol and tobacco misuse is 
estimated to be £4.66 billion a year. 

For the companies estimated to be liable for the public health supplement business rates typically 
account for around 2% of turnover. 

 



Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
revenue from the proposed public health levy will be by 2014-15 as a proportion of (a) total retail 
sales, (b) retail sales by companies liable for it and (c) retail sales in the premises liable for it. 

 (S4W-03891) 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
revenue from the proposed public health levy will be by 2014-15 as a proportion of (a) total retail 
profits, (b) retail profits by companies liable for it and (c) retail profits in the premises liable for it. 

 (S4W-03894) 

John Swinney: Future retail sales and profits of companies liable for the public health supplement 
are not held centrally, either on a Scotland wide or on an individual store basis. 

However, the £30 million raised by the supplement currently represents around 0.1% of total retail 
sales. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with COSLA regarding the proposed public health levy. 

 (S4W-03893) 

John Swinney: COSLA supports the focus within the Scottish Government's Draft Budget on 
preventative spend, including measures undertaken by local authorities which may be supported 
through the public health supplement. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
proportion of the funds raised by the proposed public health levy will be spent on projects directly 
related to reducing harm caused by alcohol and tobacco use. 

 (S4W-03896) 

John Swinney: The money raised by the supplement will help fund the decisive shift to preventative 
spending proposed in the Draft Budget. The various delivery partners, including local authorities, NHS 
and the Scottish Government will develop the detail of what this will entail. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
choosing to stop selling tobacco would make a retailer exempt from the proposed public health levy. 

 (S4W-03897) 

John Swinney: The Draft Budget is a consultation and there will be continual engagement with 
retailers and business organisations throughout that process. As such, it is appropriate to await 
consultation responses before finalising the detailed operation of the supplement. 

 

Maureen Watt (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive when the public consultation on future rail passenger services will open and how 
people can get involved. 

 (S4W-04028) 

Keith Brown: I am pleased to announce that the Rail 2014 public consultation is being opened 
today for a period of 14 weeks, closing on 20 February 2012. All details are published on the 
Transport Scotland website and the consultation document is available in the Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre for members (Bib. number 53357). A series of consultation events and meetings, 
with interested organisations across Scotland, has been arranged during the period. There will also be 
public events at railway stations across the country. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what proportion of 
cancer patients receives radiotherapy. 



 (S4W-03449) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Data from Information Services Division Scotland confirms that in 2009, 40,392 
people in Scotland were diagnosed with cancer. Of this population group, 8,371 (20.7%) received 
radiotherapy as a primary (first) treatment. 

This data relates only to primary therapy which is started for newly diagnosed patients before their 
cancer registration record is completed. It does not include radiotherapy given after their cancer 
registration record is completed, for example, palliative radiotherapy for later recurrence or patients 
who receive radiotherapy as a secondary treatment following surgery or chemotherapy. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what assessment it 
has made of the impact of the proposed housing benefit changes in the Welfare Reform Bill on 
households in Scotland. 

 (S4W-03460) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has published a range of information on the impacts of 
housing benefit reforms including a Scottish Impact Assessment. This work can be found on the 
following section of the Scottish Government website: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-
Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it 
has on how many households in Scotland will receive a reduction in housing benefit as a result of the 
proposals in the Welfare Reform Bill and what the average weekly reduction will be. 

 (S4W-03461) 

Keith Brown: We estimate that approximately 94,100 households of working age in the social 
rented sector will receive a reduction in housing benefit, specifically as a result of the under 
occupation penalties contained within the Welfare Reform Bill. 

It is not possible to say definitively what the average reduction will be. The bill proposes that the 
reduction will be applied as a rate applied to the eligible rent of the household. The amount of the 
reduction will depend on the actual rates set by the Department for Work and Pensions. The bill 
proposes that these will be set by Order. The impact assessment for this measure published by the 
Department for Work and Pensions gave an illustrative average reduction of £11 per week in 2013-14 
for all social tenants in Great Britain as a whole. However the impact assessment does not state the 
actual penalty rates used to arrive at this estimate. The Scottish average reduction is likely to be a little 
lower than for Great Britain as a whole as social rents in Scotland are lower than in Great Britain as a 
whole. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many single 
person households underoccupy their property where the landlord is a (a) housing association and (b) 
local authority. 

 (S4W-03462) 

Keith Brown: We estimate that a total of 59,000 single person households of working age in the 
social rented sector in receipt of housing benefit under-occupy their property. Of these (a) 24,000 live 
in a housing association property and (b) 35,000 live in a local authority property. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it 
has on how many one-bedroom properties in Scotland would be required to house single people as a 
result of the proposed changes to housing benefit in the Welfare Reform Bill. 

 (S4W-03463) 

Keith Brown: It is not possible to estimate the number of one-bedroom properties required as a 
result of the proposed changes to housing benefit in the UK Government’s Welfare Reform Bill. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges


We estimate that of around 111,000 single person households of working age in the social rented 
sector in Scotland receiving housing benefit around 52,000 are currently occupying one bedroom 
properties. A further 59,000 are in two or more bedroom properties and will therefore be subject to 
under occupation penalties as proposed in the Welfare Reform Bill. 

As a result of the changes, some of these households may decide to remain in their existing 
property and absorb the penalty. Others may decide to move into smaller or shared property in the 
private rented sector. Some may try to transfer to a smaller property in the social rented sector. 
However, there is very little scope for under occupying households to transfer to smaller properties as 
only around 3,000 households in one bedroom properties require larger accommodation. 

Further analysis is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when its Housing 
Benefit Reform Group was established; who the members are; how often it has met, and whether its 
meeting papers are published. 

 (S4W-03467) 

Keith Brown: The Housing Benefit Reform Stakeholder Advisory Group was established in 
November 2010. Since then it has met seven times. The following organisations are members of the 
group: 
Association of Local Authority Chief Housing Officers 
Chartered Institute of Housing in Scotland 
Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy 
Citizens Advice Scotland 
COSLA 
Council for Mortgage Lenders 
Housing Support Enabling Unit 
Rights Advice Scotland 
Scottish Association of Landlords 
Scottish Council for Single Homeless 
Scottish Federation of Housing Associations  
Scottish Government 
Scottish Landlords Association 
Scottish Rural Property & Business Association 
Scottish Rural Property and Business Association 
Shelter Scotland 
Tayside Region Tenant Organisation. 

Meeting papers will be published on the Scottish Government website in due course. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what is being done to make hospital wards more dementia friendly, as 
recommended in the Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland annual report 2010-2011. 

 (S4W-03519) 

Michael Matheson: Making hospitals more dementia friendly is part of The Scottish Government’s 
priority action in ensuring that hospitals meet the new dementia standards and the standards we 
expect for all older people, so that care is not only safe and effective but also treats patients with 
respect and preserves their dignity and privacy. 

The Chief Nursing Officer is overseeing this action and Healthcare Improvement Scotland have 
begun a series of hospital inspections against these standards. 

We are investing in training 100 Dementia Champions in hospitals this year and we are supporting 
Alzheimer Scotland in appointing a Dementia Nurse Consultant to each NHS board to provide 
specialist dementia advice at ward and hospital level. 

The dementia standards include a standard on auditing hospital environments against a dementia 
checklist and on addressing any deficits. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges


 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance it issues to public bodies to prevent poor communication support for deaf service users in 
order to prevent misunderstanding, including the miscommunication of medical diagnoses. 

 (S4W-03752) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Education for Scotland has published the “Basic Sensory Impairment 
Training for NHSScotland Frontline Staff” training course as an online resource for frontline and other 
staff across NHSScotland. 

NHS Education for Scotland is also publishing a communications tip pocket guide, which will be 
distributed to staff across the NHS in Scotland later this year. In 2010 NHS Education for Scotland 
developed a set of tipcards for midwives caring for pregnant women with hearing impairment, which 
was distributed to all midwives in NHSScotland. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether housing in 
multiple occupancy licences require properties to be fitted with carbon monoxide detectors. 

 (S4W-03770) 

Keith Brown: Statutory guidance on HMO licensing issued in August 2011 specified that there must 
be a carbon monoxide detector in the same room as any gas appliance in a licensed property. 

Tenants of HMOs are further protected from the risks of carbon monoxide as landlords must provide 
evidence that all gas appliances have been subject to an annual gas safety check by a Gas Safe 
registered engineer. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive which (a) drug and (b) alcohol addiction service has delivered the best results in 
terms of long-term abstinence. 

 (S4W-03794) 

Michael Matheson: People affected by problematic alcohol and drug use may access a range of 
services and receive various types of treatment over the course of their recovery journey. 
Furthermore, different services and treatment types may be appropriate for different clients, depending 
on their individual experiences and the goals they identify in consultation with their service provider 
(which will be reviewed over time). It is therefore not possible to say that a single service is the most 
effective.  

For this reason Scottish Government encourages Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs) to 
commission a variety of services to deliver a range of evidence-based interventions to meet the 
individual needs of local people affected by problematic alcohol and drug use. We also encourage 
outcomes based monitoring and reporting to support continuous improvement of services. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what (a) progress and (b) achievements the Alcohol and Drug Partnerships have 
had in delivering the key process elements of recovery, including (i) personalised care packages and 
(ii) promoting peer support and mutual aid. 

 (S4W-03795) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has been active in promoting a person-centred 
approach to recovery amongst Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs), since they were formed in 
September 2009. We established the HEAT A11 target to ensure that by March 2013, 90% of clients 
will wait no longer than three weeks from referral received to appropriate drug or alcohol treatment 
that supports their recovery. The most recent data, published on 27 September 2011, shows 
considerable progress with 86% of alcohol clients and 81% of drug clients who started treatment 
between April and June 2011 had waited three weeks or less. Full details of progress by NHS board 
and ADP are available at: http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/wtpilot/reports.htm. 

http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/wtpilot/reports.htm


The role which peer support and mutual aid can play in recovery have been highlighted in both the 
review of the drugs evidence base by the Scottish Government, published in 2010, and the Scottish 
Ministerial Advisory Committee on Alcohol Problems (SMACAP) report on Quality Alcohol Treatment 
and Support (QATS), published in March 2011.  

In terms of measuring progress, recovery outcomes - and indicators which enable progress on these 
to be measured - were one of the four key themes of the Outcomes Toolkit for Alcohol and Drugs 
Partnerships, which was published in September 2009. 

Building on this, Scottish Government is currently working with local Alcohol and Drug Partnerships 
(ADPs) and COSLA to strengthen ADP reporting arrangements. This work seeks to draw on existing 
good practice of ADP reporting to their Community Planning Partnerships (CPPs), and to provide a 
degree of consistency across the country by identifying a set of core outcomes and core indicators 
which all ADPs should report on. This will enable ADPs to measure and drive improvement – including 
by enabling them to benchmark against one another; to improve their reporting to their local CPP; as 
well as contributing to the national picture of delivery. 

Seven core national drug and alcohol outcomes have been identified and formed part of the 
allocation letters for earmarked drug and alcohol funding for 2011-12. A full list of the core outcomes is 
available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/health/Alcohol/resources/ADPCoreOutcomes. 

The emphasis on provision of personalised care support which facilitates an individual’s recovery is 
a key thread which runs throughout these core outcomes. One of the national core outcomes is 
Recovery, where “individuals are improving their health, wellbeing and life chances by recovering from 
problematic drug and alcohol use. A range of health, psychological, social and economical 
improvements in wellbeing should be experienced by individuals who are recovering from problematic 
drug and alcohol use, including reduced consumption, fewer co-occurring health issues, improved 
family relationships and parenting skills, stable housing; participation in education and employment, 
and involvement in social and community activities.” 

The Scottish Government is currently working with ADPs to develop a set of core indicators which 
will enable improvements in the core outcomes to be measured. The core outcomes and indicators will 
be supplemented by local outcomes and indicators which reflect local priorities. We intend to have the 
revised arrangements in place by spring 2012. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how the assessment of progress toward recovery-focussed outcomes for (a) drug 
and (b) alcohol addiction is recorded and how it uses this information to improve services. 

 (S4W-03796) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Drug Misuse Database (SDMD) is a key national information 
source, which is based on the systematic recording of the demographic and behavioural 
characteristics of clients seen at a broad range of specialist drug treatment services in Scotland. The 
information recorded on clients as they progress through drug treatment includes the interventions 
being delivered by the service and information on the individual’s drug use. The SDMD also records 
broader details on elements which are important to an individual’s recovery from drug use, including 
their wider social circumstances (for example, housing, employment and education). It is anticipated 
that the first release of follow-up information from the SDMD will be published by NHS Information 
Services Division (ISD) Scotland in December 2012. Local partners, such as Alcohol and Drug 
Partnerships (ADPs) and treatment services, will be able to use this information to help them monitor, 
assess and manage their services on the basis of treatment and recovery outcomes. 

National data on assessing the progress toward recovery outcomes of clients receiving treatment for 
alcohol use are currently not centrally held. In light of the Scottish Ministerial Advisory Committee on 
Alcohol Problems (SMACAP) Essential Services Working Group’s recommendation in their Quality 
Alcohol Treatment and Support (QATS) report (published March 2011), that a national outcomes-
focused alcohol treatment database should be developed, we are currently scoping options for this. 

The Scottish Government is also currently working with Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs) and 
COSLA (Convention of Scottish Local Authorities) to strengthen ADP reporting arrangements, as 
outlined in the answer to question S4W-03793 on 15 November 2011. All answers to written 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/health/Alcohol/resources/ADPCoreOutcomes


parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how much has been spent on treating (a) drug and (b) alcohol addiction in each 
year since 2007. 

 (S4W-03797) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government allocates earmarked funding to NHS boards to tackle 
problematic drug and alcohol use. This funding is made via NHS boards to deliver prevention activity 
and recovery focussed treatment and support services on the basis of local need in line with local 
Alcohol and Drug Partnership (ADP) priorities. 

Earmarked Funding for Drugs 

2007-08 £23.8 million 

2008-09 £24.7 million 

2009-10 £28 million 

2010-11 £28.6 million 

2011-12 £28.6 million 

 

Earmarked Funding for Alcohol 

2007-08 £10 million 

2008-09 £28.8 million 

2009-10 £36 million 

2010-11 £36 million 

2011-12 £37 million 

 

The Scottish Government does not hold information on what proportion of this funding is spent on 
specialist addiction services. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what action it is taking to update the national guidelines for healthcare 
professionals to reflect the recovery agenda. 

 (S4W-03798) 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how resources allocated to (a) drug and (b) alcohol addiction services are (i) 
monitored and (ii) evaluated with regard to the progress of individuals moving (A) into recovery and (B) 
back to work. 

 (S4W-03793) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is currently looking to refresh the National Quality 
Standards for Substance Misuse Services which date back to 2006. This is to allow the standards to 
fully and robustly evidence the performance of recovery-focused local addiction services in line with 
the Scottish Government’s Road to Recovery strategy and the Scottish Ministerial Advisory Committee 
on Alcohol Problems (SMACAP) Quality Alcohol Treatment and Support (QATS) report. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the average waiting time has been for an emergency NHS dental appointment 
in each year since 2007, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-03863) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-37622 on 30 November 2010. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
it would cost the ambulance service to change the terms and conditions of all frontline staff responding 
to 999 calls to match those of other emergency services. 

 (S4W-03870) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Ambulance Service is an integral part of the NHS family and it is 
right that its staff work under the Agenda for Change terms and conditions package. Fire and police 
services have their own terms and conditions packages tailored to those services. All the packages 
have differences in things such as pay and progression structure, allowances, working hours and 
treatment of “unsocial hours”, pension contributions, retirement ages and leave entitlement. As any 
terms and conditions package needs to be considered in its entirety, it is not necessarily 
straightforward to compare one with another in terms of costs and no modelling has been done around 
this question by the Scottish Government. Ambulance Service staff will continue to be rewarded on 
NHS terms and conditions. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what savings the 
NHS will realise and when in (a) expanding collaborative procurement, (b) rationalising the estate and 
(c) disposing of surplus assets, as outlined in the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 
2012-13. 

 (S4W-03873) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will expand 
collaborative procurement in the NHS. 

 (S4W-03875) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will rationalise 
the NHS estate. 

 (S4W-03876) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Work on expanding collaborative procurement is ongoing, however, it is not 
possible to confirm at this time, given procurements have not yet concluded, the extent of potential 
savings or the timescales for achieving them. 

In the field of construction there are a number of collaborative procurement initiatives underway 
which include the roll out of the hub initiative which will deliver a flexible financing and procurement 
route for community healthcare projects for NHSScotland and other public sector bodies. The benefits 
statement produced by the Scottish Future Trust identifies savings of £1.46 million in bid costs for the 
procurement of the five hub territories with further savings of £4.4 million achieved through reduced 
procurement times and reduced private sector returns. Frameworks Scotland is a strategic and flexible 
partnering or collaborative approach to the procurement of publicly funded construction work. 
Evidence collated on the first 10 completed projects indicates a saving in construction costs alone of 
£400 per square metre or £5.8 million when compared to traditional capital procurement approaches. 
These cost reductions increase the impact of the capital budget allocated to support NHSScotland.  

On equipment, the national approach to the procurement of radiotherapy and imaging equipment will 
maximise value for money for the purchase of that equipment through national procurement exercises. 
Work has also commenced on “Accelerated procurement” which delivers value for money by 
extending the benefits of national procurement to good and services not already included in national 
contracts. 

Although held in the name of Scottish Ministers, day-to-day management of NHSScotland property, 
including rationalisation and disposal of surplus assets is the responsibility of NHS boards. Boards are 
required to produce Property and Asset Management Strategies annually which set out their 
objectives with regard to the management of their assets including the rationalisation of estate and 
disposal of surplus assets. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The capital budget for NHSScotland as outlined in the Scottish Spending Review 2011 identifies the 
potential to generate up to £60 million of capital receipts from the disposal of surplus assets which 
would then be available for reinvestment in NHSScotland infrastructure. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the NHS's 
surplus assets are, broken down by (a) territorial and (b) special NHS board. 

 (S4W-03874) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Day to day management of NHSScotland assets, including surplus assets, is 
delegated to NHS boards to undertake in line with mandatory requirements in the NHSScotland 
Property Transactions Handbook and guidance issued by Scottish Government. 

 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how far it has progressed toward its target of reducing the suicide rate by 20% by 2013. 

 (S4W-03910) 

Michael Matheson: This information is available at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics//Public-Health/Publications/index.asp#594. 

 

David McLetchie (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-03448 by Nicola Sturgeon on 7 November 2011, 
whether it will now provide an estimate of the total receipts from excise duty only, excluding VAT, that 
would have been raised in 2009-10 from the sale of alcohol consumed in Scotland at the then 
applicable rates of duty if there was a minimum price of (a) 45p and (b) 50p per unit. 

 (S4W-03911) 

Michael Matheson: It is not possible to provide an estimate for excise duty receipts only. The 
information provided in response to question S4W-03448, answered on 7 November 2011, was drawn 
from the Sheffield University modelling which was carried out in 2010 to inform the setting of a 
minimum unit price. The modelling only provides estimates of the total estimated reduction in revenue 
from VAT and excise duty combined as a result of any minimum price set, not individually. 

Justice 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
consult on plans for an environmental court, as proposed in the 2011 SNP manifesto. 

 (S4W-03713) 

Roseanna Cunningham: As part of the wider work to implement civil courts reform following the 
recommendations of the Scottish Civil Courts Review, an options paper on establishing an 
environmental court will be published during this administration. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
launch the consultation on the codification of rules of court on Protective Expense Orders, which was 
due to start in summer 2011. 

 (S4W-03714) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has been working toward consulting on 
proposals for court rules on Protective Expenses Orders alongside the other UK jurisdictions. Scottish 
Ministers are currently considering the detail of proposals for consultation and intend to submit a paper 
on options to the Court of Session Rules Council in early 2012. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
introduce a new test of sufficient interest, as recommended by the Supreme Court. 

 (S4W-03715) 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Public-Health/Publications/index.asp#594


Roseanna Cunningham: Provision is already made by Scottish Statutory Instrument to widen 
standing for any non-governmental organisation bringing a case within the scope of the EU Public 
Participation Directive (2003/35/EC). 

We are currently considering the judgment of the Supreme Court in the AXA General Insurance 
case and whether this may require further legislation to widen standing in public interest cases more 
generally. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
where the risk assessment of the Airwaves communication system used by UK police officers and by 
Scottish police officers deployed elsewhere in the UK is available and whether it contains control 
measures aimed at preventing an overload that could require officers to switch off their radios. 

 (S4W-03778) 

Kenny MacAskill: Airwave delivers mission critical voice and data communications to Scotland's 
police, fire and ambulance services as well as the wider resilience community. The system offers high 
levels of resilience and enhanced levels of interoperability contributing to a Safer, Stronger Scotland. 

The National Police Improvement Agency (NPIA) provides guidance on operational procedures for 
police officers deployed out of their normal sphere of operations. Organisational structures exist on 
national, regional and local levels to put into practice these procedures. Ultimately the responsibility for 
applying this practice into operations lies with each chief constable. Further information, that may bear 
more detailed relevance to the question posed, can be obtained from NPIA and relevant chief 
constable(s). 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
what reason the Scottish Prison Service is stopping payments to prisoners for work done in cells. 

 (S4W-03864) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Prisoners continue to be able to be paid for work done in cell where that work is instigated and paid 
for by the Scottish Prison Service as part of prisoner employment. 

However, Rule 89 (1) (b) of The Prison and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2011 
prohibits prisoners from retaining monies generated from the sale of items produced in prison. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
it will ensure the continuation of the work of Fine Cell Work in prisons if the new Scottish Prison 
Service rules prevent payment to prisoners for work done in cells. 

 (S4W-03865) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

There are no barriers to Fine Cell Work continuing their work without direct payment to prisoners. 
However, as reward is integral to Fine Cell Work’s ethos as a charity, the Scottish Prison Service 
recently met with Katy Emck, the Chief Executive of Fine Cell Work to find a way forward that will 
allow prisoners to continue this valuable work without receiving direct remuneration. These 
discussions are ongoing. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it considers doing needlework to be therapeutic and valuable for prisoners. 

 (S4W-03866) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 



The SPS fully supports any activity that promotes self-esteem, develops skills and contributes to a 
way forward for prisoners on release. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much funding it 
will provide for the Reducing Reoffending Change Fund over the current spending review period. 

 (S4W-03881) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government will be providing £7.5 million for the Reducing 
Reoffending Change Fund over the current spending review period. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much funding 
local authorities will provide for the Reducing Reoffending Change Fund over the current spending 
review period. 

 (S4W-03882) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government will be providing £7.5 million for the Reducing 
Reoffending Change Fund over the current spending review period. This is in addition to resources for 
the support of community justice services provided by local authorities, and does not preclude 
supplementary funding by other sources. The Scottish Government is in the process of consulting 
stakeholders across Scotland on the Fund. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S4O-00271 by Kenny MacAskill on 27 
October 2011 (Official Report c. 2833) when it will commission the independent review of the system 
of alcohol licensing fees and what the timescale of the review will be. 

 (S4W-03922) 

Kenny MacAskill: Officials will begin work shortly on the preparation of the specification required to 
commence a tendering process. 

We are not yet in a position to set a timescale for the review. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive what recommendations in the Alcohol Focus Scotland report, Re-
thinking alcohol licensing, it plans to implement. 

 (S4W-03923) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is aware of the recommendations of the Alcohol Focus 
Scotland report and is considering its response. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to amend the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 to place a 
general duty on licensing boards to promote the Act's licensing objectives. 

 (S4W-03924) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is currently considering whether changes to the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 are required. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to reduce the hours during which alcohol can be sold 
through off-sales. 

 (S4W-03925) 



Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is currently considering whether changes to the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 are required. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to amend the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 so that the 
locality for assessment of overprovision can be the entire licensing board area. 

 (S4W-03926) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is currently considering whether changes to the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 are required. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to amend the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 to change 
the period of time in which a licensing board's licensing policy is in force. 

 (S4W-03927) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is currently considering whether changes to the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 are required. 

Legal and Parliamentary 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what engagement it has 
with members of the Royal Family on (a) legislative or (b) policy matters. 

 (S4W-03730) 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what representations it 
has received from His Royal Highness, the Prince Charles, Duke of Rothesay regarding (a) legislative 
or (b) policy matters in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-03731) 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it has sought the 
(a) consent or (b) opinion from a member of the Royal Family on a (i) legislative or (ii) policy matter 
and, if so, on what occasions. 

 (S4W-03732) 

Bruce Crawford: Contact with Her Majesty the Queen, His Royal Highness the Duke of Rothesay 
and representatives of the Royal Household forms part of the normal business of government. A 
record of such exchanges is not held centrally. Communications between the Scottish Government 
and the Head of State or the heir to the throne are conducted in confidence, in keeping with 
established constitutional practice. Where legislation in the Scottish Parliament is subject to a 
requirement for Crown Consent (in accordance with paragraph seven of Schedule three to the 
Scotland Act 1998, and Rule 9.11 of Standing Orders) the granting of consent is signified by a 
member of the Scottish Government and is recorded in the Official Report. 

Private Office 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
considers that an independent Scotland could retain membership of the EU without having to adopt 
the euro and, if so, on what evidence. 

 (S4W-03885) 

Fiona Hyslop: An independent Scotland would not be forced into adopting the Euro as a condition 
for joining the EU. Scotland is currently in the EU and an independent Scotland would continue to be a 
member of the EU, on exactly the same basis as the rest of the UK. 

It is the practice of successive governments, reflected in the Scottish Government Ministerial code 
and FOI (Scotland) Act 2002, that the fact and legal content of legal advice is not disclosed. 



Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the decision to suspend the Axis 2 Management of Hedgerows option in the Scotland Rural 
Development Programme Rural Priorities scheme is a result of budgetary constraints caused by 
spending reductions in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-03710) 

Richard Lochhead: The decision to suspend the “Management of Hedgerows” rural priorities option 
was taken following discussion with stakeholders over how to target agri-environment support most 
effectively. This was driven by the need to ensure that the balance of spend among agri-environment 
options reflects priorities, in order to create the maximum benefit for the natural heritage. Some agri-
environment options have been more popular than others and the “Management of Hedgerows” option 
attracted high uptake, with contracts worth over £33 million supporting the management or creation of 
2,600 km of hedgerows to benefit biodiversity. Because this support has already secured a significant 
benefit, the option was temporarily suspended in January 2011 in order to focus spend towards other 
agri-environment projects where support is more critical. 

 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-03346 
S4W-03347 
S4W-03351 
S4W-03353 
S4W-03358 
S4W-03359 
S4W-03360 
S4W-03361 
S4W-03362 
S4W-03363 
S4W-03459 
S4W-03667 
S4W-03668 
S4W-03669 
S4W-03709 
S4W-03711 
S4W-03712 
S4W-03725 
S4W-03726 
S4W-03727 
S4W-03728 
S4W-03729 


