
Wednesday 9 November 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how much of the £110 million allocated to housing in the draft budget will be spent in (a) 2011-12, (b) 
2012-13 and (c) 2013-14. 

 (S4W-03661) 

Keith Brown: In September, the Scottish Government announced a total of £111 million of 
investment in affordable housing supply through the Innovation and Investment Fund. This funding is 
due to be paid on completion of the homes. The government has not determined in which years the 
spend will fall. However, the current forecast of this spend based on the grant applicants’ estimated 
completion dates is (a) 2011-12 - £ 2.5 million, (b) 2012-13 - £49.7 million and (c) 2013-14 - £ 55.3 
million. The remaining funds are forecast to be paid later. As individual projects develop it is likely that 
some completion dates will move between financial years and that these figures will change. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
expenditure on the (a) Energy Assistance Package, (b) Home Insulation Scheme, (c) Universal Home 
Insulation Scheme, (d) Central Heating Programme, (e) Warm Deal, (f) Boiler Scrappage Scheme, (g) 
Energy Saving Scotland Home Loans pilot scheme and (h) any other energy saving or fuel poverty 
alleviation scheme has been in each year from 2007-08. 

 (S4W-03184) 

Alex Neil: The Energy Assistance Package, the Home Insulation Scheme, and the Universal Home 
Insulation Scheme were not in operation prior to 2009-10. For expenditure on these schemes for 
2009-10 and 2010-11, please refer to the answer to question S4W-00775 on 30 June 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

In relation to the remaining schemes specified in the question, each has been operational at different 
times since 2007. Information on expenditure is as follows: 

Year 
(Million) 

Central Heating 
Programme 

Warm 
Deal 

Boiler Scrappage 
Scheme 

Home Loans 
Pilot 

2007-08 £48.96 £6.64    

2008-09 £51.21 £4.68    

2009-10    £1.7  

2010-11   £3.1 
(2)

 £0.5 

Notes: 
1. Where no figures are given, this indicates that the scheme was not operational in that year. 
2. This figure is subject to final reconciliation. 

In addition to these schemes, the Scottish Government has provided, and continues to provide, 
funding for a wide range of other programmes and projects which directly or indirectly alleviate fuel 
poverty and improve energy efficiency. These include core funding for the Energy Saving Scotland 
Advice Network, to enable them to deliver a range of services to the public to help them save energy, 
money and carbon emissions; and the Climate Challenge Fund, which supports a variety of 
community projects. 

Other projects funded by the Scottish Government aim to maximise the flow into Scotland of UK-
wide sustainable energy investment from the Carbon Emission Reduction Target (CERT); the 
Community Energy Programme (CESP) and Feed-in Tariff (FITs). Funding is also provided for the 
maintenance of the Home Energy Efficiency Database, which assists councils in developing strategies 
for improving domestic energy efficiency, and for web-based advice services. Funding for these 
programmes, along with a range of other initiatives (for example, support for private sector landlords 
and home renewables advice) is summarised under “Other Schemes” in the following table : 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Year (Million) Energy Saving Scotland 
Advice Centre Network 

Climate Challenge 
Fund (1) 

Other 
Schemes 

2007-08 £1.273 Did not operate  £0.704 

2008-09 £3.835 £0.778 £1.277 

2009-10 £4.03 £3.390 £3.102 

2010-11 £4.357 £8.512 £4.923 

Note: 1. Many projects funded by the Climate Challenge fund contain multiple strands, for example, as 
well as promoting energy efficiency, a project may also promote other behavioural change, such as 
recycling. Figures given include these projects, as well as those which are exclusively aimed at 
promoting energy efficiency. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many housing developments have been approved in 2011. 

 (S4W-03411) 

Keith Brown: Between 1 January and 30 June 2011, 102 housing projects (each covering several 
units) were approved by the Scottish Government and by Edinburgh and Glasgow City Councils 
through the Transfer of Management of Development Funding. This information may include a number 
of phases of development on the same site which are recorded as separate projects. This figure also 
excludes data from schemes which are recorded as individual house approvals such as our Open 
Market Shared Equity and Home Owners Support Fund schemes. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
plans to re-examine the housing and regeneration budgets. 

 (S4W-03416) 

Alex Neil: Housing and regeneration budgets for the period 2012-13 to 2014-15 were included in 
the Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13, published on 21 September 2011. The 
Draft Budget is currently being scrutinised by the Scottish Parliament, and I have provided further 
details of the portfolio’s budget to the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee on 24 October, 
which have been published on the committee’s website. I will be giving evidence about the Draft 
Budget to the Committee on 9 November. The Scottish Government will consider the findings of the 
Parliamentary Committees before introducing the Budget Bill for 2012-13 in January. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
households have been lifted out of fuel poverty by (a) stage 1 of the Energy Assistance Package, (b) 
stage 2 of the Energy Assistance Package, (c) stage 3 of the Energy Assistance Package, (d) stage 4 
of the Energy Assistance Package, (e) the Carbon Emissions Reduction Target and previous supplier 
obligations, (f) the Home Insulation Scheme, (g) the Universal Home Insulation Scheme, (h) the 
Community Energy Saving Programme, (i) other energy efficiency measures, (j) falling fuel prices and 
(k) rising incomes, in each year since 2006, also expressed as a percentage of households. 

 (S4W-03429) 

Alex Neil: Information is not held on this basis. fuel poverty is affected by a combination of fuel 
prices, individual household incomes and the energy efficiency of the home and the impact on the fuel 
poverty level of a household cannot be attributed to each of these factors. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
households it expects to be in fuel poverty in each year to 2020, also expressed as a percentage. 

 (S4W-03430) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government recently announced a review of fuel poverty. Scottish 
Government analysts are working closely with the Fuel Poverty Forum to scope out the analytical 
requirements that can be delivered in support of the review. 



The Scottish Government does not produce projections of fuel poverty over the long term because 
of the difficulties in identifying future fuel prices, future income levels and stock condition at a 
household level. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
households will be lifted out of fuel poverty by (a) stage 1 of the Energy Assistance Package, (b) stage 
2 of the Energy Assistance Package, (c) stage 3 of the Energy Assistance Package, (d) stage 4 of the 
Energy Assistance Package, (e) the Carbon Emissions Reduction Target and successive supplier 
obligations, (f) the Home Insulation Scheme, (g) the Universal Home Insulation Scheme, (h) the 
Community Energy Saving Programme, (i) other energy efficiency measures, (j) falling fuel prices and 
(k) rising incomes, in each year to 2020, also expressed as a percentage of households. 

 (S4W-03431) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government’s Scottish House Condition Survey does not produce forward 
projections of fuel poverty. Fuel Poverty is affected by a combination of fuel prices, individual 
household incomes and home energy efficiency, none of which can be easily predicted. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
improvement will be required in the mean National Home Energy Rating of homes to ensure that no 
households live in fuel poverty by 2016, assuming that prices and incomes remain at present levels. 

 (S4W-03432) 

Alex Neil: Fuel poverty is determined by the relationship between income levels, fuel prices and 
energy efficiency at a household level. In order for any individual household to be fuel poor they would 
have to spend more than 10% of their income to heat their home to a reasonable standard. Changes 
in the mean National Home Energy Rating will usually improve the chance of a household moving out 
of fuel poverty but this cannot be guaranteed unless the home is at a new National Home Energy 
Rating of 20 which by definition has net zero fuel costs. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
improvement will be required in the mean National Home Energy Rating of homes to ensure that no 
households live in fuel poverty by 2016, assuming that incomes remain at present levels and prices 
rise in line with Ofgem's projections as outlined in its Project Discovery report. 

 (S4W-03433) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not currently available. 

Fuel poverty is determined by the relationship between income levels, fuel prices and energy 
efficiency at a household level. 

The Scottish Government is working closely with the Fuel Poverty Forum to scope out the analytical 
requirements that can be delivered for the fuel poverty review. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether a 
minimum National Home Energy Rating will be required to ensure that no household lives in fuel 
poverty by 2016 and, if so, what that rating will be. 

 (S4W-03434) 

Alex Neil: Fuel poverty is determined by the relationship between income levels, fuel prices and 
energy efficiency at a household level. In order for any individual household to be fuel poor they would 
have to spend more than 10% of their income to heat their home to a reasonable standard. Changes 
in the mean National Home Energy Rating will usually improve the chance of a household moving out 
of poverty but this cannot be guaranteed unless the home is at a National Home Energy Rating of 20 
which by definition has net zero fuel costs. This will not be an option for the vast majority of existing 
homes. 

 



Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
households in fuel poverty have been in receipt of a qualifying benefit for the Energy Assistance 
Package in each year since 2006, also expressed as a percentage of (a) fuel-poor and (b) all 
households. 

 (S4W-03435) 

Alex Neil: The Energy Assistance Package has been operational since 1 April 2009 with the twin 
aims of tackling fuel poverty and reducing household carbon emissions. As such there would be no 
data for 2006-07, 2007-08, or 2008-09 as the scheme was not operational then. Over 47,000 
households have been helped through the Energy Assistance Package by being referred for grant 
funded or CERT scheme insulation measures and/or installation of improved heating systems. In 
response to question (a), if all households benefiting were in fuel poverty, this would be 6% of 
households in fuel poverty over the period 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2011. In response to question (b), 
those households benefiting would represent 2% of all households in Scotland over the same two year 
period. A more detailed breakdown is not available at this stage. Note that just under 193,000 
households received energy advice in the same period, which is just over 8% of all households in 
Scotland. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the (a) 
costs and (b) benefits would be of raising the energy performance of all homes to Energy Performance 
Certificate rating (i) A, (ii) B, (iii) C, (iv) D, (v) E and (vi) F by (A) 2015, (B) 2016, (C) 2017, (D) 2018, 
(E) 2019 and (F) 2020. 

 (S4W-03594) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not currently available. 

The Scottish Government is working closely with the Fuel Poverty Forum to scope out the analytical 
requirements that can be delivered in support of the fuel poverty review. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
impact on carbon dioxide emissions would be of raising the energy performance of all homes to 
Energy Performance Certificate rating (a) A, (b) B, (c) C, (d) D, (e) E and (f) F by (i) 2015, (ii) 2016, (iii) 
2017, (iv) 2018, (v) 2019 and (vi) 2020. 

 (S4W-03595) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not currently available. 

The Scottish Government is working closely with the Fuel Poverty Forum to scope out the analytical 
requirements that can be delivered in support of the fuel poverty review. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-02953 by John Swinney on 18 October 2011, how much of the £6.5 
million has been allocated to the (a) Warm Homes Fund and (b) Future Transport Fund. 

 (S4W-03646) 

Alex Neil: It is envisaged that the Warm Homes Fund and the Future Transport Fund will receive 
£3.25 million each in 2012-13. Final allocations are still to be determined and will be announced by 
ministers in due course. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will introduce shared equity assistance under its housing policy to assist local authorities 
and housing associations in providing a range of financial mechanisms to meet social housing need. 

 (S4W-03662) 

Keith Brown: Homes Fit for the 21st Century: The Scottish Government's Strategy and Action Plan 
for Housing in the next decade was published in February 2011. This document sets out the Scottish 
Government's vision for housing to 2020, and a range of actions and proposals to realise that vision. It 



confirms that we will make shared equity a permanent feature of our housing policy. We want this 
option to be widely available to first time buyers including those currently renting in the social sector. In 
2011-12 we are helping people access home ownership under our Open Market Shared Equity 
scheme, our New Supply Shared Equity with Developers Scheme and through other subsidised New 
Supply Shared Equity developments, which this year are being approved within the Innovation and 
Investment Fund (IIF). Both local authorities and housing associations were successful in their bids to 
the IIF fund for shared equity funding. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether plans remain in place for Fastlink to extend to Clydebank. 

 (S4W-03718) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has committed up to £40 million funding to the core 
element of Fastlink. Crucially, the business case now includes Glasgow city centre penetration and 
sets up Fastlink as an exemplar which can be built on elsewhere. The scope of the Fastlink project 
including its route is the responsibility of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
the Fastlink project will be phased in and what the timetable is. 

 (S4W-03719) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has committed up to £40 million funding to the core 
element of Fastlink. Strathclyde Partnership for Transport is responsible for setting out the delivery 
programme for Fastlink. The elements of the core scheme required for the Commonwealth Games in 
2014 are scheduled to be in place in good time for the games and the element connecting to the new 
Southern General Hospital is scheduled to be ready prior to the opening of the hospital in January 
2015. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what proportion of the 
total number of public sector procurement contracts was awarded through the Public Contracts 
Scotland advertising portal in (a) 2007, (b) 2008, (c) 2009 and (d) 2010. 

 (S4W-03721) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the total number of public sector 
procurement contracts awarded in Scotland and cannot, therefore, specify the proportion of contracts 
that have been awarded through Public Contracts Scotland. 

The Public Contracts Scotland portal was launched in October 2008, since which a total of 3,583 
contracting opportunities were published on the site in Financial Year 2009-10, and 6,539 contracting 
opportunities were published in Financial Year 2010-11. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it has made a formal request to the UK Government to devolve powers in relation 
to road safety of school transport to the Scottish Parliament, as discussed at the Public Petitions 
Committee on 26 October 2010 (Official Report, c. 2954). 

 (S4W-03789) 

Keith Brown: Yes. I wrote to Mike Penning, Under-Secretary of State for Transport on 3 March 
2011 accepting his offer of devolved powers on school transport safety requirements subject to the 
detail being agreed in discussions between the legal and policy teams of the UK Government and the 
Scottish Government. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
representations it made to the European Commission regarding its consultation on a new fund to 
replace the air route development fund cancelled in 2007 and what response it received. 



 (S4W-03802) 

Keith Brown: The European Commission is currently reviewing responses to its consultation on the 
review of the Community guidelines on financing of airports and start-up aid to airlines departing from 
regional airports. The Scottish Government’s response can be found at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2011_aviation_guidelines/index_en.html. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the closure 
of the hospice ward at Queen Margaret Hospital would constitute a major service change that would 
be subject to ministerial approval. 

 (S4W-03419) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Fife has established a review group to look at the options for the delivery of 
inpatient care across Fife as part of their wider palliative care model. It is not possible to speculate on 
future service configuration, or, whether a hypothetical proposal would constitute major service 
change, in advance of this work concluding. 

Should the review result in formal proposals to change current services, I will expect the Health 
Board to engage appropriately with local stakeholders in line with national guidance (Informing, 
Engaging and Consulting People in Developing Health and Community Care Services - February, 
2010 www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2010_04.pdf). 

In line with this guidance, should any NHS board proposals be considered to constitute major 
service change, they must be subject to full, formal public consultation and, ultimately, Ministerial 
approval. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many beds 
there are in the hospice ward at Queen Margaret Hospital; how many will be provided if the ward is 
closed, and where they will be located. 

 (S4W-03420) 

Nicola Sturgeon: There are a total of nine in-patient beds in the Palliative Care Ward in Queen 
Margaret Hospital. NHS Fife has established a review group to look at the options for the delivery of 
inpatient care across Fife as part of their wider palliative care model. It is not possible to speculate on 
future service configuration in advance of this work concluding. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-02826 by Nicola Sturgeon on 29 September 2011, whether a 
deadline will now be set by which detailed equal pay reviews will be carried out by each NHS board. 

 (S4W-03421) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Negotiations are currently taking place around remuneration for on-call 
commitments under the Agenda for Change pay system. The majority of boards are awaiting the 
outcome of these before progressing equal pay reviews. These negotiations need to be allowed to 
take their course and it would therefore not be appropriate to set a deadline for carrying out equal pay 
reviews at this stage. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-02826 by Nicola Sturgeon on 29 September 2011, for what 
reason this was not an issue in NHS 24, in which details of any gender, age and disability pay gap 
have been available via equal pay reviews in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-03422) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is for NHS boards as employers to decide when they can publish an equal pay 
review based on the information available to them. With the exception of NHS 24, NHS boards are 
awaiting the final element of the Agenda for Change pay system involving remuneration of on-call 
commitments being put in place, and will then progress the equal pay review process. 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2011_aviation_guidelines/index_en.html
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2010_04.pdf


 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-02826 by Nicola Sturgeon on 29 September 2011, (a) when 
and (b) how women in the NHS will benefit from their employers being required to “go beyond the 
letter of the law to ensure that they are exemplary employers” on equal pay. 

 (S4W-03425) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Equality and Human Rights Commission have published a Code of Practice 
on Equal Pay. The code recognises that regular review and monitoring of pay practices is not a formal 
legal requirement. However, it suggests that equal pay reviews may be the most effective means of 
ensuring that a pay system delivers equal pay. NHS employers will, therefore, wish to maintain an 
awareness of the code in taking forward equal pay reviews as soon as this is deemed feasible. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what telehealth developments have been achieved since the integration of the 
Scottish Centre for Telehealth and NHS 24 in April 2010. 

 (S4W-03444) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Progress has been made across all four national programmes identified in the 
National Telehealth Strategy. The National Telestroke Programme is live in 11 health board areas. All 
paediatric centres across Scotland have access to video conferencing equipment which is being used 
to deliver specialist paediatric services. The Long Terms Conditions programme, currently focused on 
patients with Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease has established remote pulmonary rehabilitation 
classes to a number of boards across Scotland. In line with NHS24’s Mental Health Strategy a range 
of work is underway including the provision of anticipatory care and out of hours support to elderly 
patients in nursing homes in NHS Highland via videoconferencing. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what is being done to ensure that NHS boards adopt e-health and telehealth 
systems for both cost and clinical benefit. 

 (S4W-03445) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The eHealth Strategy for 2011-17 sets out the key eHealth deliverables that NHS 
boards will take forward over the life of the strategy. The National Telehealth Strategy 2010-12 
outlined the key role that NHS24 would have in the development and formulation of long term strategic 
plans, providing leadership and guidance to health boards, regional planning groups and the Health 
Directorate on the benefits of adopting telehealth. NHS24 are currently developing a three year 
integrated strategic framework for telehealth and telecare which will provide a further focus on national 
telehealth activity for NHS boards. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether all NHS boards will consider telehealth opportunities when (a) introducing 
and (b) redesigning services in order to achieve both cost and clinical benefits. 

 (S4W-03446) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Telehealth opportunities should be considered first when introducing and/or 
redesigning services in order to achieve both cost and clinical benefits. NHS 24 would recommend 
that boards use the information contained in Appendix 4 of the Audit Scotland Review of Telehealth in 
Scotland to help them determine the potential for telehealth services. NHS 24, through the Scottish 
Centre for Telehealth and Telecare can provide advice and support to any board in this process. In 
addition, NHS 24 will continue to share good practice to NHS boards. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive which telehealth initiatives piloted in Scotland have a track record for both cost and 
clinical effectiveness. 



 (S4W-03447) 

Nicola Sturgeon: When NHS 24 published the SCT Strategic Framework in 2010, it made clear the 
commitment to move away from telehealth pilots, and to move towards delivering national services. A 
number of these are already demonstrating benefits as follows: 

The South Network Telestroke service is currently being evaluated, however it is already 
demonstrating clinical effectiveness by providing thrombolysis to a number of patients who previously 
would not have had access to this potentially life saving treatment, thus resulting in improved clinical 
outcomes, and less requirement for long term rehabilitation; 

Clinical evidence shows that the delivery of remote pulmonary rehabilitation is as effective as face to 
face; 

Clinical evaluation of the Living Life service managed by NHS 24 demonstrates the effectiveness of 
the service; in addition, patients have improved and quicker access to appropriate specialist 
psychiatric therapies. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether every NHS 
board provides radiotherapy services. 

 (S4W-03450) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Radiotherapy services (treatment) are provided in each of Scotland’s five cancer 
centres. These are located in NHS Lothian, NHS Tayside, NHS Grampian, NHS Highland and NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 

As a result of the stringent safety measures required to support the delivery of radiotherapy services, 
treatment can only be provided in specially designed and staffed facilities. 

To ensure a geographic spread of service provision, Scotland’s five cancer centres work closely 
together to share experience and best practice. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what proportion of 
cancer patients receives (a) intensity-modulated and (b) image-guided radiotherapy. 

 (S4W-03451) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information is not collected centrally. 

However, with regard to Intensity Modulated radiotherapy (IMRT) it is important to note that this 
radiotherapy treatment is not suitable for treating all types of cancer. 

Decisions regarding the most appropriate treatment are made on a case by case basis, based on an 
individual’s clinical needs and in consultation with them. 

Image Guided Radiotherapy (IGRT) involves the use of imaging during treatment to adjust for 
tumour movement or change during therapy guaranteeing accuracy and allowing smaller areas to be 
treated. Imaging is used, in some form, in the delivery of all radiotherapies services although this 
imaging is not always used for the purpose of guiding radiotherapy beams. As such it would be difficult 
to define the number of patients who receive IGRT. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action is being 
taken to increase access to new, more targeted radiotherapy techniques, such as intensity-modulated 
radiotherapy. 

 (S4W-03452) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that all radiotherapy equipment, 
newly procured for use in Scotland, will be capable of delivering intensity-modulated radiotherapy. 
Radiotherapy equipment in Scotland is procured by way of the radiotherapy capital equipment 
replacement plan and all linear accelerators will be able to deliver this type of treatment in the future 
where it is clinically appropriate to do so. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will allocate 
the Reshaping Care Change Fund for 2012-13. 

 (S4W-03494) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Reshaping Care for Older People Change Fund will continue to be 
distributed through NHS boards as part of their 2012-13 allocation using a formula based on the NHS 
National Resource Allocation Committee distributions for Community Care Programme (NRAC) and 
the Local Authority Grant Aided Expenditure distributions for older people’s services (GAE). 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the (a) voluntary 
and (b) private sector are involved in developing and delivering the Reshaping Care Change Fund. 

 (S4W-03496) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government Change Fund guidance for 2011-12, issued on 23 
December 2010, made clear that Change Plans needed to be prepared, agreed and signed off by 
NHS boards, local authorities and the third and independent sectors. 

Guidance for 2012-13, planned to issue later this year, will restate this requirement and will 
emphasise that partnerships must continue to incorporate the Third and Independent sectors as equal 
partners in developing strategic plans for older people. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will ensure 
that 20% of the Reshaping Care Change Fund is allocated to carer support. 

 (S4W-03497) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government guidance on the Reshaping Care Change Fund for 2012-
13, to be issued later in 2011, will require Partnerships to say what constitutes support to carers locally 
so they can clearly demonstrate that at least 20% of their Change Fund is dedicated to supporting 
carers to continue to care for older people. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many orthopaedics-related outpatient appointments were there in the winters of (a) 
2009-10 and (b) 2010-11, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-03534) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on the number of new orthopaedic attendances at a consultant-led 
outpatient clinic for the months of November to February 2009-10 and 2010-11 by NHS board of 
treatment is provided in the following table. 

NHS Board of Treatment Nov 2009 Dec 2009 Jan 2010 Feb 2010 

Ayrshire and Arran 1,311 1,435 1,453 1,080 

Borders 378 432 391 433 

Dumfries and Galloway 441 457 489 515 

Fife 1,261 1,328 1,226 1,192 

Forth Valley 841 812 835 755 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 66 - 10 26 

Grampian 984 985 976 889 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 4,368 4,468 3,894 3,804 

Highland 852 779 741 766 

Lanarkshire 1,717 1,871 1,726 1,480 

Lothian 2,080 2,034 2,173 1,966 

Orkney 31 11 37 21 

Shetland 65 32 31 15 

Tayside  1,540 1,450 1,595 1,473 

Western Isles 159 93 146 103 

NHS Scotland 16,094 16,187 15,723 14,518 

 



NHS Board of Treatment Nov 2010 Dec 2010 Jan 2011 Feb 2011 

Ayrshire and Arran 1,257 1,175 1,088 915 

Borders 467 249 288 309 

Dumfries and Galloway 534 530 501 522 

Fife 1,253 996 1,360 1,245 

Forth Valley 831 691 1,165 689 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 25 27 - 27 

Grampian
1 

1,090 n/a n/a n/a 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 4,739 4,341 3,916 3,926 

Highland 854 738 851 646 

Lanarkshire 1,622 1,351 1,786 1,416 

Lothian 2,176 2,050 1,943 1,816 

Orkney 35 16 19 62 

Shetland 58 21 24 35 

Tayside  1,394 1,290 1,480 1,465 

Western Isles 131 95 124 104 

NHS Scotland 16,466 13,570 14,545 13,177 

Source: ISD Scotland (SMR00) – new attendances at consultant outpatient clinics. 

Data for orthopaedics specialty (C6). 

Note: 1. Data for NHS Grampian are unavailable for the months of December 2010, January and 
February 2011. This is due to implementation of a new IT patient management system which has 
resulted in data submission backlogs for this time period. NHS Grampian is working to resolve these 
submission issues. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will ensure that 
Reshaping Care Change Fund monies cannot be diverted into core budgets, mainstream funding and 
non-preventative spend. 

 (S4W-03622) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government guidance on the Reshaping Care Change Fund, when it 
issues to Partnerships later this year, will attach high priority to the development of anticipatory care 
and preventative measures, with a view to increasing the proportion of Change Fund monies to these 
areas in subsequent years. Partnerships will be asked to submit a template summarising their 
intentions with regard to expenditure of Change Fund monies. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there are 
sanctions that can be imposed on local authorities that misspend Reshaping Care Change Funds. 

 (S4W-03623) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government guidance on the Reshaping Care Change Fund requires 
Partnership Change Plans to be prepared, agreed and signed off by NHS boards, local authorities and 
representatives of the third and independent sectors. 

Guidance to be issued later this year for 2012-13 will also require partners to demonstrate how their 
actions have impacted on nationally available outcome measures and indicators, local improvement 
measures and Partnership resource use. Evidence from Partnerships of change in these measures 
will give the Ministerial Strategic Group the assurance it requires about allocation and expenditure of 
Change Fund monies. 

Where Partnerships require support in implementing their Change Plans, the Scottish Government 
will offer support through the Joint Improvement Team. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will ensure that 
20% of Reshaping Care Change Fund monies are spent on supporting carers. 

 (S4W-03624) 



Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government guidance on the Reshaping Care Change Fund for 2012-
13, to be issued later in 2011, will require partnerships to set out what constitutes support to carers 
locally so they can clearly demonstrate that at least 20% of their change fund is dedicated to 
supporting carers to continue to care for older people. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive who approves 
applications for Reshaping Care Change Fund monies. 

 (S4W-03625) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Change Plan templates completed by local Partnerships will be considered by the 
Ministerial Strategic Group for Health and Community Care, chaired me, before funds are released at 
the beginning of the 2012-13 financial year. The group will oversee the implementation of the Change 
Fund process nationally and will look for assurance that partnerships are delivering improved 
outcomes for older people. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers 
that it would be appropriate for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth to approve all Reshaping Care Change Fund applications against clearly defined criteria of 
preventative spend. 

 (S4W-03626) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Ministerial Strategic Group for Health and Community Care, chaired by me, 
will oversee the implementation of the Change Fund process nationally and will look for assurance 
that Partnerships are using the Fund to help rebalance care, support and service provision towards 
anticipatory care and preventative services that will support older people to stay in their own homes. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many deaths there were in cases where pressure ulcers or sores were (a) listed as a 
contributory cause or (b) mentioned anywhere on the death certificate in 2010, broken down by NHS 
board. 

 (S4W-03698) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information is not available in the requested format. For the purpose of 
producing statistics on causes of death, deaths registered in Scotland are classified using the 
International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision (ICD-
10). The most relevant category in this classification is code "L89", which is used when the death 
certificate refers to bedsores, plaster ulcers and pressure ulcers. In all of the cases shown in the 
following table, the description of the underlying cause of death included a term such as "pressure 
sore", "pressure ulcer", "sacral sore" or "sacral ulcer". 

Deaths Where Pressure Ulcers or Sores Were the Underlying Cause of Death by NHS Board Of 
Residence, 2010 

Ayrshire and Arran 1 

Borders 0 

Dumfries and Galloway 0 

Fife 3 

Forth Valley 0 

Grampian 1 

Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde 0 

Highland 1 

Lanarkshire 2 

Lothian 4 

Tayside 1 

Western Isles 0 



All 13 

Source: General Register Office for Scotland.  

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether NHS boards are required to maintain asset registers of medical equipment and, if so, what 
the value is of all medical equipment in each NHS board. 

 (S4W-03766) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS boards are required to keep a database holding the minimum dataset for 
medical equipment but are not currently required to submit the value of their medical equipment to the 
Scottish Government. The property and asset management strategies for NHS boards will capture this 
information in future years. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many alcohol-related deaths there have been in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-03905) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Data on the number of alcohol-related deaths since 1979 are publicly available on 
the National Records of Scotland (NRS) website: 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/deaths/alcohol-related/index.html 

Source: National Records of Scotland 

Justice 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what talks 
it has had with police civilian staff regarding their future under a single police force. 

 (S4W-03410) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has met police staff and the staff associations as part 
of its consultations on police reform. 

I met with representatives from UNISON on 27 June to discuss reform and have recently written to 
Mr. Veldon, UNISON Scotland Staff Side Secretary, asking whether he and colleagues from Unite and 
GMB would find a meeting helpful to discuss further the implications for police staff. My officials also 
met UNISON separately on 11 March and police staff groups on 3 May and 1 November. 

In a letter to all police staff and officers on 8 September, I confirmed that they will transfer to the 
Scottish Police Service on the same terms and conditions. I offered reassurance that existing mobility 
safeguards would be honoured and staff would remain in their current pension schemes. 

UNISON have also been invited to join a police reform subgroup to scrutinise, challenge and 
contribute to the development of the reform agenda moving forward. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many prison sentences of three months or less have been issued since 1 February 
2011. 

 (S4W-03700) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information relating to February and March 2011 will be available following 
publication of Criminal proceedings in Scotland 2010-11 in December 2011. Information for the 2011-
12 financial year will be published in late 2012. 

These publications will be available on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubCriminalProceedings. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what percentage of prisoners has served (a) one or (b) more previous terms. 

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/theme/vital-events/deaths/alcohol-related/index.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubCriminalProceedings


 (S4W-03704) 

Kenny MacAskill: The conviction history of offenders receiving a custodial sentence is published in 
Table 14 of Criminal proceedings in Scotland 2009-10 (available on-line at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/20092640/0). This shows that 22% of individuals 
getting a custodial sentence in 2009-10 had one or two previous custodial sentences, and 44% had 
more than two. 

Data for 2010-11 will be published in Reconviction rates in Scotland: 2008-09 and 2009-10 offender 
cohorts in summer 2012. This publication will be available on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubReconvictions. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
sex offenders are in prison. 

 (S4W-03723) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

As at 4 November 2011 there were 757 prisoners in custody who are recorded by the Scottish 
Prison Service as sex offenders. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-03205 by Kenny MacAskill on 28 October 2011, how many sex offenders 
in prison are returns having reoffended since attending the Sex Offender Treatment Programme. 

 (S4W-03724) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The information is not held centrally. Details of the programmes which prisoners participate in 
programmes are held locally in their manual records. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) investigations have been carried out and (b) dog control 
notices have been issued since the commencement of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010, 
broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-03742) 

Kenny MacAskill: Individual local authorities have provided information in the following table that 
provides a breakdown of the number of investigations carried out and Dog Control Notices served by 
each local authority since the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 came into force on 26 February 
2011. The information is current up to 4 November 2011. 

Local Authority Number of Dog Control 
Notices Served 

Number of 
Investigations 

Aberdeen City Council 2 159 

Aberdeenshire Council 2 51 

Angus Council 0 25 

Argyll and Bute Council 4 11 

Clackmannanshire 
Council 

0 25 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council 

1 12 

Dundee City Council 0 2 

East Ayrshire Council 8 17 

East Dunbartonshire 
Council 

6 17 

East Lothian Council 10 11 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/20092640/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PubReconvictions


Local Authority Number of Dog Control 
Notices Served 

Number of 
Investigations 

East Renfrewshire 
Council 

0 1 

Edinburgh City Council 0 2 

Falkirk Council 0 3 

Fife Council 5 25 

Glasgow City Council 0 7 

Highland Council 2 6 

Inverclyde Council 0 0 

Midlothian Council 0 8 

Moray Council 0 20 

North Ayrshire Council 1 15 

North Lanarkshire 
Council 

0 11 

Orkney Council 0 2 

Perth and Kinross 
Council 

0  36 

Renfrewshire Council 0 26 

Scottish Borders 
Council 

2 12 

Shetland Islands 
Council 

3 4 

South Ayrshire Council 0 1 

South Lanarkshire 
Council 

0 25 

Stirling Council 1 18 

West Dunbartonshire 
Council 

0 23 

West Lothian Council 20 117 

Western Isles Council 0 1 

Total 67 693 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether there will be a Scottish National Holocaust Memorial Day event in 2012. 

 (S4W-03918) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish National Holocaust Memorial Day event will take place in 
Dundee on 26 January 2012. The event, with the theme “Speak Up, Speak Out” is being developed in 
partnership between Dundee City Council, the Scottish Government, the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust and the Scottish Inter Faith Council. 

Office of the First Minister 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much has been spent on (a) fibre optic, (b) satellite and (c) wireless technology for the provision of 
next generation broadband to rural areas. 

 (S4W-03403) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government does not hold information on private sector investment in the 
delivery of next generation broadband which is currently being progressed by a number of industry 
suppliers. 

To date, the Scottish Government itself has not yet invested in the provision of next generation 
broadband to rural areas using fibre optic, satellite or wireless technology. However, public sector 
funding of over £144 million is being made available to support the delivery of next generation 
broadband in areas of market failure. This includes the Next Generation Digital Fund of £50 million, 
announced in the Scottish Spending Review 2011 on 21 September; £68.8 million UK Government 
funding; plus up to £25.5 million ERDF funding in the current programme. 



We will agree the main components of our national broadband plan by the end of the year and 
produce a detailed roll-out plan with funding proposals before March 2012. It is anticipated that a 
mixture of technologies will be used in the delivery of our national broadband plan. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what work 
it is carrying out with smaller telecoms companies to facilitate the roll-out of next generation 
broadband. 

 (S4W-03404) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is currently developing a national broadband plan for Scotland. 
As part of this work, we are currently investigating a number of different roll-out options (including 
technical specifications, financing and procurement models) and are actively consulting with a range 
of industry and public sector stakeholders on those options to ensure we bring forward the right 
delivery solution for Scotland. In the last six months, we have held discussions with a number of 
smaller telecoms companies including: Tooway, BCS, Bluwan and CityFibre Holdings. 

We will agree the main components of our national broadband plan by the end of the year and 
produce a detailed roll-out plan with funding proposals before March 2012. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
measures the roll-out of next generation broadband by (a) households that can connect to the service 
or (b) exchanges that provide it. 

 (S4W-03405) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is currently developing a national broadband plan for Scotland. 
Although the Scottish Government does not currently measure roll out directly, data is held by the 
various suppliers and the regulator, Ofcom. We will agree the main components of our national 
broadband plan by the end of the year and produce a detailed roll-out plan with funding proposals 
before March 2012. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of households is able to receive next generation broadband. 

 (S4W-03406) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. 

Ofcom’s Communications Market Report, published on 4 August 2011, indicates that by the end of 
2010, 37% of Scottish households were passed by Virgin Media’s cable broadband network, which 
offers next generation broadband services. 

The same report indicates that in June 2011, 8% of Scottish households were connected to a BT 
exchange which provides next generation broadband services (although typically only 80-90% of 
premises in these exchange areas are able to receive such services). 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of exchanges is able to provide next generation broadband. 

 (S4W-03407) 

Alex Neil: BT has recently confirmed superfast broadband upgrade plans for 40 of its 1,070 Scottish 
exchanges, representing 3.7%. Twelve of these exchanges are fully complete and are currently 
providing next generation broadband services, while the remainder are in the process of being 
upgraded. BT has also confirmed that 17% of Scottish households are served by these 40 exchanges. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what talks 
it has had with local providers of next generation broadband to ensure the best fit for the needs of 
areas. 



 (S4W-03408) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is not aware of any indigenous companies providing next 
generation broadband services but is aware of a number of community broadband groups which are 
developing next generation broadband plans. As part of our national broadband plan for Scotland, we 
will explore how we can provide further support to develop sustainable models for delivery of 
broadband infrastructure and services, in a framework which aligns with the national approach. 

We will agree the main components of our national broadband plan by the end of the year and 
produce a detailed roll-out plan with funding proposals before March 2012.  

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the title of the 
First Minister would be in an independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-03722) 

Bruce Crawford: As set out in paragraph 3.10 of the Scottish Government's 2007 publication 
Choosing Scotland's Future, the current provisions for an executive branch of government laid out in 
the Scotland Act would provide an initial model for the government of an independent Scotland. 

 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-03308 
S4W-03310 
S4W-03565 
S4W-03587 
S4W-03588 

 


