
Tuesday 8 November 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what criteria 
will be used to award money from the proposed Scottish futures fund to projects intended to deliver 
effective early intervention in a child’s life. 

Holding answer issued: 26 July 2011 (S4W-01344) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government is clear that high quality early years experiences are 
crucial to improving life chances for Scotland’s children. 

We are currently considering how best to take forward the Scottish Futures Fund in the context of 
the Spending Review, and will make further information available in due course. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what funding it 
allocated for the provision of kinship care allowances in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10 and (c) 2010-11. 

Holding answer issued: 30 August 2011 (S4W-01994) 

Angela Constance: The local government funding package for 2008-11, agreed as part of the 
concordat, was not agreed item by item, but rather as a total amount within which it was agreed that 
local government would deliver a specified set of commitments. As part of the package the Scottish 
Government agreed to the removal of ring-fenced funding and allowed local authorities to retain any 
efficiency savings. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
looked-after children were in kinship care in 2010-11, broken down by local authority. 

Holding answer issued: 30 August 2011 (S4W-01997) 

Angela Constance: Information on the number of looked after children in kinship care for 2010-11, 
broken down by local authority, is not currently available. This information will be obtained from the 
Scottish Government’s 2010-11 Children Looked After Survey, results of which are due to be 
published in February 2012. 

The latest statistics available showed that, as at 31 July 2010, of the 15,892 children being looked 
after by local authorities in Scotland, 3,172 were being looked after by friends and relatives. 

The following table below shows the number of looked after children being looked after by friends 
and relatives, broken down by local authority, as at 31 July 2010: 

Further information on these statistics can be found here:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/02/18105352/0. 

Number of Looked After Children at 31 July 2010 Being Looked After by Friends/Relatives by Local 
Authority 

Scotland 3,172 

Aberdeen City 145 

Aberdeenshire 81 

Angus 55 

Argyll and Bute 64 

Clackmannanshire 48 

Dumfries and Galloway 88 

Dundee City 197 

East Ayrshire 95 

East Dunbartonshire 31 

East Lothian 50 

East Renfrewshire 34 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/02/18105352/0


Edinburgh, City of 250 

Eilean Siar 11 

Falkirk 89 

Fife 161 

Glasgow 786 

Highland 74 

Inverclyde 55 

Midlothian 84 

Moray 39 

North Ayrshire 158 

North Lanarkshire 0 

Orkney Islands 2 

Perth and Kinross 42 

Renfrewshire 165 

Scottish Borders 35 

Shetland Islands 7 

South Ayrshire 53 

South Lanarkshire 92 

Stirling 26 

West Dunbartonshire 78 

West Lothian 77 

 
 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-02057 by Angela Constance on 30 August 2011, what the timescale is for 
engaging with local authorities and other relevant organisations to explore what action might be 
necessary to refine the suite of safeguards currently in place for children participating in performances. 

Holding answer issued: 29 September 2011 (S4W-02488) 

Angela Constance: Officials are scheduled to meet with colleagues in the UK Government’s 
Department for Education to discuss the issue of child performance in October of this year. It is the 
intention that this discussion will be followed by engagement with local authorities and other relevant 
organisations, with a view to bringing forward proposals in 2012 should changes to existing 
safeguards be considered necessary. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much has been spent 
on caring for looked-after children in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-03367) 

Angela Constance: Information on the allocation of local authority funds toward the care of Looked 
After Children is collected each financial year in the Local Financial Return. The total amount spent on 
caring for Looked After Children by local authorities since 2006-07 is presented in the following table. 
The total excludes spend on children with a disability and on respite care. 

Funds spent by Local Authorities on caring for Looked After Children (£000) 

 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Accommodation-based services 197,895 206,218 204,478 225,963 

Homecare 8,087 7,134 6,480 8,916 

Day Care 40,967 43,990 48,192 45,162 

Fostering/Family Placement 77,686 90,325 105,403 122,215 

Other services to support carers 5,410 8,643 11,725 12,082 

Adoption services 9,925 10,360 9,682 11,273 

Total  339,970 366,670 385,960 425,611 

 
In addition, Scottish Government Parole Unit spend on Secure Care accommodation was 

£3,566,555 in 2006-07, £5,374,286 in 2007-08, £5,163,945 in 2008-09, £6,497,126 in 2009-10 and 
£6,924,330 in 2010-11. 



 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much money has 
been allocated to secure units and to (a) private and (b) charitable residential schools in each year 
since 2007. 

 (S4W-03369) 

Angela Constance: Both the Scottish Government Parole Unit and Scottish local authorities are 
responsible for the allocation of funds for secure units. 

Information on the allocation of funds by local authorities to secure units is collected by central 
government on a financial year basis as part of the Local Financial Return. The amounts spent by 
local authorities in Scotland on Secure Care accommodation are £22,946,000 in 2006-07, 
£22,074,000 in 2007-08, £20,630,000 in 2008-09 and £24,703,000 in 2009-2010. 

Information on local authority spend on secure units in the financial year 2010-11 will be published 
early in 2012. 

The amount spent by the Scottish Government Parole Unit on Secure Accommodation was 
£3,566,555 in 2006-07, £5,374,286 in 2007-08, £5,163,945 in 2008-09, £6,497,126 in 2009-10 and 
£6,924,330 in 2010-11. 

The Scottish Government does not collect information from local authorities on the funds allocated to 
residential schools by type of provider – i.e. charitable trust or private provider. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what powers it has to 
intervene when concerns are raised regarding private and charitable residential schools and secure 
units involved in caring for looked-after children. 

 (S4W-03370) 

Angela Constance: Residential schools and secure units are registered and regulated by the Care 
Inspectorate. The Care Inspectorate has a number of powers under the Public Sector Reform Act 
2010 and can impose recommendations, requirements, conditions and improvement notices as well 
as applying to the courts for the de-registration of a service. 

Following that, all independent residential schools and secure units are registered and regulated as 
independent schools in accordance with sections 98 to 103B of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980. If a 
registered school or secure unit is found to be failing, the Scottish Ministers have the power to impose 
conditions or in more serious cases serve a notice of complaint on a school or secure unit to seek 
improvements. In extreme cases they also have the option of ordering the removal of the school from 
the register which would result in the closure of the school or secure unit. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what assessment it has 
made of whether looked-after children are inappropriately placed as a result of funding issues. 

 (S4W-03372) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government supports local authorities to meet their duties in a 
number of ways including through the work of the Looked After Children Strategic Implementation 
Group which exists to improve outcomes for looked after children in part by helping local authorities to 
modernise care planning practice to meet the challenges they face. 

The responsibility for the assessment of whether a child or young person requires placement away 
from home lies with the local authority. 

The Care Inspectorate is responsible for the regulation of these services and ensuring local 
authorities comply with legislation. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what information it has 
gathered to assess or demonstrate whether the overall wellbeing of children is improving along the 
Getting it Right for Every Child dimensions. 



 (S4W-03628) 

Angela Constance: Routine data is not yet collected nationally as the Getting it Right for Every 
Child approach has yet to be fully implemented by Community Planning Partnerships. 

Reports on the impact of the Getting it Right for Every Child approach can be found at: 

Changing professional practice and culture to Get it Right for Every Child (November 2009) (Scottish 
Parliament Information Centre, Bib. number 49772) 

Children affected by parental substance misuse (CAPSM) in Angus (March 2011), including a 
baseline report from April 2010) (Scottish Parliament Information Centre, Bib. number 53038). 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will ensure that 
data related to the cognitive ability of children are gathered regularly and systematically in light of the 
findings of the Growing Up in Scotland study in relation to the cognitive ability of children at ages three 
and five. 

 (S4W-03629) 

Angela Constance: The Growing Up in Scotland study has collected information about the 
cognitive ability of children by using assessments of vocabulary ability and problem solving ability from 
the British Ability Scales II (BAS-II). This information was collected once when the birth cohort children 
were three years old and once when they were five years old. 

The Scottish Government is currently considering the continuation of the Growing Up in Scotland 
study, including whether this will include assessments of cognitive abilities at ages three and five. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what data the Getting it 
Right for Every Child programme is generating in terms of the support needs of children across the 
country to achieve the best start in life and how these data are being used to plan and configure 
policies, strategies and services. 

 (S4W-03630) 

Angela Constance: It is for Community Planning Partnerships to generate these data as they move 
toward implementation of Getting it Right for Every Child. As Getting it Right for Every Child is 
implemented Community Planning Partnership organisations will begin to build up a better picture of 
the needs of individual children which should inform their local planning. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what it is doing to 
ensure that any disadvantage imposed by underdeveloped cognitive ability is avoided in line with the 
findings of the Growing Up in Scotland study. 

 (S4W-03631) 

Angela Constance: The aim of the Scottish Government’s early years change programme is to 
break the cycles of disadvantage which blight successive generations. Within this programme, there is 
a strong role for parents, early learning and childcare and play in breaking these cycles. 

The learning journey starts before birth, and the home learning environment is of key importance. 
We are developing a parenting strategy to provide support to parents in providing a nurturing and 
stimulating environment for their children. We are also currently rolling out another phase of our 
hugely successful Play Talk Read campaign, emphasising the importance of positive parent-child 
interactions from the start. 

Early learning and childcare practitioners have a strong role in providing support to children and 
families, using the recently published Pre-Birth to Three guidance with the youngest children, and 
implementing A Curriculum for Excellence from age three. 

Curriculum for Excellence offers the opportunity for learning to be tailored to the individual needs of 
the child or young person, to meet their learning needs, ensuring that they are engaged and involved 
in their learning. The entitlement to support in Curriculum for Excellence ensures the additional 
support that a child or young person may need. 



 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much is spent on 
training foster carers by each local authority. 

 (S4W-03634) 

Angela Constance: The amount spent on training of foster carers is a matter for individual local 
authorities, based on local needs. The Scottish Government doesn’t hold this information centrally. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many foster 
carers are in place and how many new foster carers have been recruited in each year since 2007, 
broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-03635) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government does not hold statistics on the numbers of registered 
foster carers in Scotland but The Fostering Network estimates that there are 3,300 fostering families in 
Scotland fostering 4,697 children and young people. 

Information on actual registrations is held with the independent regulator, Social Care and Social 
Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS). 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
target is for the decarbonisation of electricity generation by (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13, (c) 2013-14, (d) 
2014-15, (e) 2015-16, (f) 2016-17, (g) 2017-18, (h) 2018-19, (i) 2019-20 and (j) 2020-21. 

Holding answer issued: 25 October 2011 (S4W-02998) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is committed to decarbonising electricity generation by 
2030, in line with the recommendations of the Committee on Climate Change, through a combination 
of renewable electricity and fossil fuels with Carbon Capture and Storage. The target to meet an 
equivalent of 100% of Scotland’s electricity demand from renewables by 2020 is at the forefront of this 
commitment. We have no plans to set annual targets. 

Working to decarbonise electricity generation by 2030 is consistent with delivering our overarching 
climate change obligations under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, and will be complemented 
by moves towards the decarbonisation of the heat and transport sectors and by addressing emissions 
from agriculture, land use and forestry. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
energy it estimates has been saved through the (a) Energy Efficiency Commitment, (b) Carbon 
Emissions Reduction Target and (c) Community Energy Saving Programme in each year from 2007-
08. 

 (S4W-03185) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. The UK Department of 
Energy and Climate Change had responsibility for the Energy Efficiency Commitment and is 
responsible for the Carbon Emission Reduction Target (CERT) and Community Energy Saving 
Programme, both administered by Ofgem. 

The CERT contacts at Ofgem can be found at the following link: 
http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/Sustainability/Environment/EnergyEff/Contact/Pages/Contact.aspx. 

For your information, the Scottish Government responded to a previous answer to a similar question 
(S4W-001913) on carbon savings from CERT set out the data available on CERT delivery in Scotland 
in detail. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what work it is doing on 
digital research or presentation of the Battle of Bannockburn and how much this has cost. 

http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/Sustainability/Environment/EnergyEff/Contact/Pages/Contact.aspx


 (S4W-03288) 

Fiona Hyslop: This is an operational matter for Historic Scotland and I have asked them to reply 
directly to you. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
initiatives are in place to reduce (a) female, (b) male and (c) youth unemployment in the Falkirk 
Council area. 

 (S4W-03326) 

John Swinney: Falkirk's local employability partnership brings to together a range of agencies with 
a view to helping residents of the area to overcome their barriers to work. Contacts and details of the 
partnership's work can be obtained through Falkirk's page on the employability in Scotland website: 
http://www.employabilityinscotland.com/PageAccess.aspx?PageId=1850. 

The rise in the unemployment rate in the Falkirk area over the past year is quite evenly split between 
males and females. This is different to Scotland as a whole, where a greater proportion of the rise is 
accounted for by females. 

Addressing youth unemployment across Scotland, including Falkirk, is a priority for the Scottish 
Government. To help enable all young people in the Falkirk area stay and succeed in learning, we are: 

continuing to provide funding of £46,596 this year for a 16+ Learning Choices Co-ordinator post. 
This will support the embedding of systems and processes needed to ensure that every young person 
gets an offer of appropriate and relevant learning and support well in advance of them leaving learning 
at any point between the age of 16 and 18. 

providing up to £152,277 this year to develop and deliver Activity Agreements for those young 
people who have disengaged from learning and are furthest from the labour market; and 

ensuring national training programme provision, delivered by Skills Development Scotland, is 
aligned with opportunities in the local labour market. This will help to drive up job related outcomes 
from our employability programmes. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what 
reason youth unemployment in the Falkirk Council area increased from 1,175 in November 2010 to 
1,395 in April 2011. 

 (S4W-03329) 

John Swinney: The figures quoted compare the 18 to 24 Claimant Count, not official ILO 
unemployment figures, for November 2010 and April 2011. 

Valid comparisons can only be made on changes over a whole year, or multiples thereof, but not 
intermediate months, as seasonal effects may be influencing the figures. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the enhanced support offered for tidal stream 
technologies by Renewable Obligation Certificates extends to tidal range technologies and, if so, how 
the Renewables Obligation (Scotland) scheme discourages potentially adverse environmental impacts 
from tidal range developments. 

 (S4W-03365) 

Fergus Ewing: The Renewables Obligation (Scotland) offers support to tidal range technologies 
(beneath 1 GigaWatt in size), but at a lower level than the enhanced support available for tidal stream 
technologies. 

The government considers environmental impacts of proposed offshore energy generation through 
the process of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The government published an SEA in 
2007 which examined the environmental effects of developing wave and tidal power. We are currently 
updating this SEA, and the results will inform our future wave and tidal sectoral marine plan. 

http://www.employabilityinscotland.com/PageAccess.aspx?PageId=1850


Any proposed offshore energy scheme requires a marine licence before it can be constructed. This 
licence requires the developers to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment to assess the likely 
environmental impacts and to agree any mitigation measures with the regulator. Further guidance 
about the marine licensing process can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine.  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will protect 
the current entitlement to council tax benefit when this is devolved. 

 (S4W-03470) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-03465 on 1 November 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
employees of its health directorates earn over £100,000 per annum. 

 (S4W-03509) 

John Swinney: In line with data protection the Scottish Government does not disclose figures below 
six. As the number of permanent employees within the Health and Social Care Directorates who earn 
an annual salary above £100,000 is less than six we are unable to provide an exact figure. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether alcohol and tobacco purchased online and delivered from outside Scotland would be subject 
to its proposed public health levy. 

Holding answer issued: 7 November 2011 (S4W-03545) 

John Swinney: Properties located outside Scotland are not liable to pay business rates in Scotland. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it expects the price of alcohol and tobacco to increase as a result of its proposed public health 
levy. 

Holding answer issued: 7 November 2011 (S4W-03546) 

John Swinney: The public health supplement is not aimed at increasing the price of alcohol and 
tobacco, but is an income raising measure to support the greater alignment of budgets on a 
preventative spend basis as outlined in the Draft Budget. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it expects there to be a reduction in the sales of alcohol and tobacco as a result of its 
proposed public health levy. 

Holding answer issued: 7 November 2011 (S4W-03547) 

John Swinney: The public health supplement is not aimed at reducing the sale of alcohol or 
tobacco, but is an income raising measure to support the greater alignment of budgets on a 
preventative spend basis as outlined in the Draft Budget. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-03017 by John Swinney on 18 October 2011, how much of the £150 million 
to £200 million preventative spending is (a) new and (b) existing spending. 

 (S4W-03568) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-03017 by John Swinney on 18 October 2011, how much of the £150 million 
to £200 million preventative spending has been allocated to each of the three change funds. 

 (S4W-03569) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the 
answer to question S4W-03017 by John Swinney on 18 October 2011, how much of the £150 million 
to £200 million preventative spending is money provided by local authorities and whether this 
contribution is from (a) new or (b) existing sources. 

 (S4W-03570) 

John Swinney: The establishment of the Change Funds is a starting point in the wider alignment of 
public service budgets on a preventative spend basis. Decision making about the change funds will be 
taken locally in line with the guidance that will be developed by the relevant joint Groups. Local 
government is fully committed to the preventative approach and to making an appropriate financial 
contribution to the change funds. The expenditure in total across the Spending Review period is 
broken down as £310 million for the Change Fund for older people’s services; £272 million for the 
Early Years and Early Intervention Fund and £7.5 million for the Reducing Reoffending Change Fund. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what funding it has 
given to (a) Sustrans and (b) each local authority in Cycling, Walking and Safer Streets grant in each 
year since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 7 November 2011 (S4W-03573) 

Keith Brown: Since 2007, the Scottish Government has allocated the following grants to Sustrans 
for developing the National Cycle Network and other active travel projects; and Local Authorities for 
Cycling, Walking and Safer Streets projects:  

Recipient 
(£ million) 

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Sustrans 8.3 5.015 4.150 7.67 5.384 

  

CWSS Allocation (£000) 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

Aberdeen City 365 365 365 365 307 

Aberdeenshire 412 412 412 412 350 
Angus 191 191 191 191 158 

Argyll and Bute 163 163 163 163 129 

Clackmannanshire 86 86 86 86 73 

Dumfries and Galloway 262 262 262 262 213 

Dundee City 249 249 249 249 206 

East Ayrshire 212 212 212 212 173 

East Dunbartonshire 191 191 191 191 150 

East Lothian 170 170 170 170 139 

East Renfrewshire 165 165 165 165 128 

Edinburgh, city of 818 818 818 818 686 
Eilean Siar 45 45 45 45 38 

Falkirk 267 267 267 267 219 

Fife 639 639 639 639 522 

Glasgow City 1021 1021 1021 1021 845 

Highland 374 374 374 374 317 

Inverclyde 146 146 146 146 115 

Midlothian 149 149 149 149 116 

Moray 154 154 154 154 126 

North Ayrshire 241 241 241 241 195 

North Lanarkshire 579 579 579 579 468 

Orkney 34 34 34 34 29 
Perth and Kinross 247 247 247 247 209 

Renfrewshire 304 304 304 304 244 



Scottish Borders 196 196 196 196 162 

Shetland 40 40 40 40 32 

South Ayrshire 199 199 199 199 160 

South Lanarkshire 544 544 544 544 446 

Stirling 160 160 160 160 127 

West Dunbartonshire 164 164 164 164 130 

West Lothian 303 303 303 303 246 
Total 9,090,000 9,090,000 9,090,000 9,090,000 7,458 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what support Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd is providing for the Routemap for 
Renewable Energy in Scotland. 

 (S4W-03578) 

Fergus Ewing: Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd (HIAL) is contributing to the work being led by 
the Scottish Government and Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) to promote the renewable 
energy sector in the region. 

Alongside this, the Scottish Government is working with the aviation industry and other key 
stakeholders to develop solutions to radar and other aviation issues which present a potential barrier 
to the deployment of renewable energy across Scotland. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive to whom its 
proposed large retail supplement will apply. 

 (S4W-03598) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many retail (a) 
groups and (b) stores are estimated to be affected by its proposed large retail supplement. 

 (S4W-03599) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the estimated 
average cost per store is of its proposed large retail supplement. 

 (S4W-03600) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has no plans to introduce a large retail supplement, but it 
will bring forward legislation to implement a public health supplement to support preventative spend 
measures. 

It is estimated that around 240 retail premises listed on the valuation rolls for Scotland will be liable 
for the public health supplement. This represents 0.1% of all non-domestic properties in Scotland. 

Further details will be available when the legislation for the public health supplement is laid in 
parliament in the New Year. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what consultation 
was undertaken with large retailers prior to its proposed large retail supplement being mentioned in 
the 2012-13 draft budget. 

 (S4W-03601) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-03476 on 27 October 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will consult 
on its proposed large retail supplement. 

 (S4W-03602) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


John Swinney: The publication of the Draft Budget 2012-13 marked the start of the public 
consultation on the Scottish Government’s budget plans and comments are welcomed by 21 
December 2011. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
undertake a business and regulatory impact assessment of its proposed large retail supplement. 

 (S4W-03603) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-03473 on 27 October 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether all revenue 
raised from its proposed large retail supplement will go to local government. 

 (S4W-03604) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will ensure 
that revenue raised from its proposed large retail supplement will be spent on public health. 

 (S4W-03605) 

John Swinney: The additional income raised from the public health supplement will be distributed to 
local authorities through the local government finance settlement. 

The income will be used as a contribution towards the preventative spend measures that will be 
taken forward jointly by the Scottish Government, local authorities, the NHS and the third sector. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it plans to 
raise in each year of the current spending review from its proposed large retail supplement. 

 (S4W-03606) 

John Swinney: It is estimated that the public health supplement will raise £30 million in 2012-13 
and £40 million in each of 2013-14 and 2014-15. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether the funding 
that it expects to raise from its proposed large retail supplement is already included in the local 
government settlement or whether it will be provided as additional funding to local government. 

 (S4W-03607) 

John Swinney: The figures published in the Draft Budget on 21 September 2011 for the local 
government finance settlement include the income from the public health supplement, which will be 
used to support preventative spend. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will consider amending the Fireworks (Scotland) Regulations 2004 to 
place tighter restrictions on the (a) number and (b) type of retail outlet able to qualify for a licence to 
sell fireworks outside the regulated periods. 

 (S4W-03609) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has no functions in relation to the sale of fireworks. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it will consider amending the Fireworks (Scotland) Regulations 2004 to 
limit the periods during which fireworks can be sold, purchased and discharged. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-03610) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has no functions in relation to the sale of fireworks. 

The Fireworks (Scotland) Regulations 2004 restrict when fireworks can be set off and have had a 
significant impact, demonstrated by a marked reduction in incidents reported to the police. 

The Scottish Government has no plans at present to review existing regulations but we will continue 
to monitor complaints received by ministers and MSPs. Regulations cannot eradicate all fireworks 
related incidents but they have reduced them significantly. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive on how many occasions 
it has met (a) religious organisations, (b) anti-sectarian groups and (c) equality groups regarding (i) the 
Offensive Behaviour and Threatening Communications Bill and (ii) its consultation on equalising 
marriage rights; who it met, and which of these meetings involved the First Minister. 

 (S4W-03296) 

Nicola Sturgeon: So far, the Scottish Government has met with 10 religious organisations, three 
anti-sectarian groups and 28 equality groups in relation to the Offensive Behaviour and Threatening 
Communications Bill. It has met with eight religious organisations and four equality groups in relation 
to the consultation on equalising marriage rights. 

Of those organisations, the Government has met with religious organisations on 22 occasions, with 
anti-sectarian groups on seven occasions and with equality groups on 42 occasions regarding the 
Offensive Behaviour and Threatening Communications Bill. It has met with religious groups on 10 
occasions and with and equality groups twice regarding its consultation on equalising marriage rights. 

The Scottish Government has met with the following organisations and groups: 

Religious Organisations 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications Bill 

Equalising Marriage Rights 

Action of Churches together in 
Scotland 

Augustine United Church 

Catholic Church Evangelical Alliance 

Christian Institute Free Church of Scotland 

Church of Scotland Methodist Church 

Evangelical Alliance Scotland  Muslim Council of Scotland 

Muslim Council of Scotland Roman Catholic Church 

Primus of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church 

Scottish Episcopal Church 

Scottish Council of Jewish 
Communities (ScoJeC) 

Unitarian Church 

Scottish Interfaith Council and 
Edinburgh Inter Faith Association 

  

Work Place Chaplaincy Scotland   

 

Anti-Sectarian Organisations 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications Bill 

Equalising Marriage Rights 

Nil By Mouth  None 

Sense Over Sectarianism   

Show Racism/Bigotry the red card   

 

Equality Groups 



Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications Bill 

Equalising Marriage Rights 

Amnesty International Equality Network  

Barnardo's Scotland LGBT Youth Scotland 

Cairde Scotland Scottish Transgender Alliance 

Campaign for Freedom of Information 
in Scotland 

Stonewall Scotland 

Campaign for Racial Equality and 
Rights 

  

Central Scotland Regional Equality 
Council  

  

Equality and Human Rights 
Commission Scotland 

  

Equality for all  

Equality Network  

Equality Grants Programme  

Gay Men’s Health   

Glasgow Disability Alliance   

Harps Community Project   

Human Rights Consortium   

Iona Community   

LGBT Youth Scotland   

No2ID   

Salvation Army   

Scottish Campaign for Freedom of 
Information 

  

Scottish Human Rights Commission   

SCVO   

Sharpe Thinking   

Stonewall Scotland   

Take A Liberty Scotland   

The Connolly Foundation   

YoungScot    

Youthlink Scotland   

The Scottish Youth Parliament   

 

The First Minister has been involved in one meeting with Bishop Tartaglia of Paisley where both the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill and the consultation 
on equalising marriage rights were discussed. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many teeth were extracted in an NHS general dental service setting in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-03529) 

Michael Matheson: In 2010-11 there were 531,055 teeth extracted in the NHS General Dental 
Services in Scotland 

Source: MIDAS (Management Information and Dental Accounting System). 



 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many people aged (a) under five, (b) five to 18 and (c) over 18 had teeth extracted in 
an (i) NHS general and (ii) hospital dental service setting in 2010-11. 

 (S4W-03530) 

Michael Matheson: The information you requested in provided in the following tables. 

Table 1 shows the number of patients who had teeth extracted in the NHS General Dental Service 
(GDS) setting in 2010-11. 

Patient age 

0 - 4 years 5 -18 years Over 18 

620 54,349 257,109 

Source: MIDAS (Management Information and Dental Accounting System). 

Table 2 shows the number of patients who had a Tooth Extraction procedure carried out in the NHS 
Hospital Dental Service (HDS) setting in 2010-11. 

Patient age 

0 - 4 years 5 - 18 years Over 18 

1,810 5,763 4,764 

Source: Information Sources Division SMR01. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many deaths there were in 2010 where obesity was mentioned on the death certificate. 

 (S4W-03531) 

Shona Robison: There were 198 deaths registered in Scotland in 2010 for which the International 
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision (ICD-10) code for 
Obesity (E66) was recorded for either the underlying cause of death or for one of the factors which 
contributed to the death, due to obesity or an equivalent term having been mentioned on the death 
certificate. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the average 
length of time is from diagnosis of lupus to treatment and what specialist lupus services there are. 

 

 (S4W-03658) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information regarding the time from diagnosis to treatment is not held centrally. 
Organising appointments and scheduling admissions to hospitals are very much local and operational 
matters for NHS boards. The Scottish Government has, however, set out the wider policy within which 
it expects NHS Scotland to deliver services. Part of that is ensuring that all patients have swift access 
to the full range of services they need from the NHS. Within the framework of national priorities and 
guidance it is for NHS boards to determine local service needs and provide or obtain rheumatology 
services to meet those needs. 

Effective management of lupus relies on the expertise of many specialists, including 
rheumatologists, nephrologists, dermatologists, neurologists, gastroenterologists, respiratory 
physicians and cardiologists, and their respective supporting investigative and administrative teams. 
Clinicians from across Scotland have therefore formed the Scottish Lupus Exchange (SLEx). It brings 
together the clinicians in the various disciplines to ensure that, through working collaboratively, people 
living with lupus receive the care and support they need as close to home as possible. 

We have provided pump priming funding to support the development of a rheumatology Managed 
Clinical Network in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. While its initial focus will be on Rheumatoid 
Arthritis, we expect that, over time, its work will extend to other conditions, including lupus. 



Legal and Parliamentary 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what consultation it has 
undertaken regarding the extent of the franchise in any referendum on Scotland’s constitutional future. 

 (S4W-03298) 

Bruce Crawford: The Government’s proposals on the franchise were set out in the consultation 
paper Scotland’s Future: Draft Referendum (Scotland) Bill which was published in February 2010. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on the 
appropriateness of experimenting with an extension to the franchise during a referendum on the 
constitutional future of the country. 

 (S4W-03299) 

Bruce Crawford: The proposed franchise was explained in the Scottish Government’s consultation 
paper Scotland’s Future: Draft Referendum (Scotland) Bill published in February 2010. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what legal advice it has 
(a) sought and (b) received regarding the franchise for a referendum. 

 (S4W-03300) 

Bruce Crawford: In developing policy the Scottish Government seeks a range of advice, including 
legal advice. It is not, and has not been, the practice of Scottish Ministers to disclose legal advice. 


