
Monday 31 October 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) active 
schools coordinators and (b) road safety officers have been trained in each year since 2008, broken 
down by local authority. 

 (S4W-02339) 

Michael Russell: This information is not collected centrally. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what recent 
announcements it has made on the future of the schools online network, Glow. 

 (S4W-03279) 

Michael Russell: On 8 September, the Scottish Government announced that the next generation of 
Glow will be developed using readily available tools and open source services. As a result of this, the 
procurement of Glow Futures has been stopped. Five ICT in Education objectives were then set out 
on the Engage for Education website and used as a basis for ongoing discussion on future investment 
and priorities. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will develop the 
schools online network, Glow. 

 (S4W-03280) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government is committed to the development of the next generation 
of Glow that is flexible, dynamic and which delivers best possible learning outcomes for our children 
and young people. The exact solution and functionality will be finalised following the completion of the 
current engagement activity with the education community. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive (a) what organisations 
and (b) who will be represented at the ICT summit on 17 October 2011 on the future of the schools 
online network, Glow. 

 (S4W-03281) 

Michael Russell: The ICT in Education summit held in Stirling and accessible online, was open to 
all. The event was attended by a mixture of people across sectors in education in Scotland and 
beyond. A post-summit update has been posted on the Engage for Education blog which can be 
viewed at: 

http://www.engageforeducation.org/2011/10/ict-in-education-post-summit-update/. 

Included in the blog is a link to the ICT Summit Wiki which contains a full list of attendees: 

http://eduscotict.pbworks.com/w/page/45160775/ICT%20Summit%20-%2017th%20October. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether its new 
approach to the future of the schools online network, Glow, will require procurement of services from 
outwith government and its agencies. 

 (S4W-03282) 

Michael Russell: This will be dependent on the exact solution and functionality of the next 
generation of Glow. 

 

http://www.engageforeducation.org/2011/10/ict-in-education-post-summit-update/
http://eduscotict.pbworks.com/w/page/45160775/ICT%20Summit%20-%2017th%20October


Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what funding it has made 
available for the development of its online schools network, Glow, in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-03284) 

Michael Russell: Since 2007, the Scottish Government has made available a total of £67.4 million 
for Glow. This includes payments to contractors for Glow and Interconnect (Glow’s supporting 
broadband infrastructure), and funding for Education Scotland to manage and develop these 
resources.  

Financial Year Budget 

2007-08 £16 million 

2008-09 £14.7 million 

2009-10 £14.7 million 

2010-11 £11 million 

2011-12 £11 million 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether a working group 
has been established to consider the development of Glow, the schools online network and, if so, what 
its membership is. 

 (S4W-03285) 

Michael Russell: A programme structure has been established by the Scottish Government to 
manage the development of the next generation of Glow and the wider ICT in Education agenda. The 
current membership includes officials from Scottish Government and Education Scotland. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many of (a) its and 
(b) its agencies' staff are directly involved in the development of its online schools network, Glow. 

 (S4W-03286) 

Michael Russell: With regards to the development of the next generation of Glow and the wider ICT 
in Education agenda, eight Scottish Government and two Education Scotland staff members have a 
direct involvement. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many, and which, 
external contractors and other interested parties have been involved in the development of its online 
schools network, Glow, and what payments have been made to them, since 2007. 

 (S4W-03287) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government’s contract for Glow is with RM Education PLC. Since 
2007 the value of payments to RM has been £23.9 million excluding VAT. In addition £9.8 million 
excluding VAT has been paid to JANET(UK) for the provision of the Interconnect – the high speed 
education broadband network connecting all Scottish local authorities and key education sites. Over 
the same period Education Scotland, Glow’s managing agent, has received £18 million for the 
management and development of Glow and Interconnect, provision of user support and online 
content. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the average cost is for a needs' assessment for a Disabled Student Allowance 
applicant. 

 (S4W-03526) 

Michael Russell: The average cost of a needs assessment for a Disabled Student Allowance 
applicant in academic year 2010-11 was £381. 



Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what standards 
have to be met by vehicles used as private hire taxis. 

 (S4W-03092) 

Keith Brown: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
which EU Council meetings Scottish Government ministers have submitted formal requests to speak 
since May 2010. 

 (S4W-03162) 

Fiona Hyslop: Scottish ministers write to UK Government counterparts ahead of EU Council 
meetings to seek their agreement to attend. This is in line with the terms of the Concordat on the Co-
ordination of EU Policy regarding the attendance of the devolved administrations at meetings of the 
Council of Ministers. 

Since May 2010 Scottish ministers have submitted 21 requests to attend EU Council meetings. Of 
these four have included formal requests to speak. These were: Michael Russell successfully 
requesting to speak in Scots Gaelic at the Youth and Culture Council in May 2010, and three requests 
by Richard Lochhead to speak at EU Fisheries Council (June 2010, September 2010 and October 
2011). Of Richard Lochhead's three requests, two were rejected and one was agreed (September 
2010). 

However, not all interventions by Scottish ministers are as a result of a formal request. For example, 
discussions at ministerial and official level to agree and present the UK position often take place right 
up until the day of the meeting. Last month Roseanna Cunningham represented Scotland as part of 
the UK delegation at the Justice and Home Affairs Council and intervened on behalf of the UK. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the average waiting time has been for a patient to be seen for first assessment by rheumatology 
specialist services in each of the last five years, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-03100) 

Nicola Sturgeon: New ways of defining and measuring waiting lists were introduced on the 31 
December 2007 and led to a significant change in how NHSScotland collects and defines waiting 
times. Data prior to this is not directly comparable. 

Information on the median wait for a first outpatient consultation in rheumatology for the years 
ending 31 March 2009 to 2011 and for the quarter to 30 June 2011, by NHS board is provided in the 
following table. 

NHS Board Year Ending 31 March Quarter Ending 

 
2009 

(Days) 
2010 

(Days) 
2011 

(Days) 
30 June 2011 

(Days) 

Ayrshire and Arran n/a n/a n/a 79 

Borders 49 34 28 36 

Dumfries and Galloway 39 51 54 38 

Fife 43 58 46 39 

Forth Valley 75 55 71 72 

Grampian 58 57 31 44 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 56 55 51 53 

Highland 69 62 49 56 

Lanarkshire 77 63 58 72 

Lothian 83 60 57 53 

Orkney 51 * 57 * 

Shetland 53 54 56 * 

Tayside 50 44 37 39 



Western Isles n/a n/a 32 * 

Scotland 62 56 49 49 

Source: Waiting Times Data Warehouse, ISD Scotland. 
Notes: 
n/a not applicable  
*When medians are based on a small of cases, there is a risk that their value is potentially misleading 
as only one or two cases may significantly alter the “typical” wait. Therefore, where the number of valid 
cases is less than 50 information has not been provided. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the average waiting time has been for a patient to receive treatment from rheumatology services in 
each of the last five years, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-03101) 

Nicola Sturgeon: New ways of defining and measuring waiting lists were introduced on the 31 
December 2007 and led to a significant change in how NHSScotland collects and defines waiting 
times. Data prior to this is not directly comparable. 

Information on the median wait to be admitted as an inpatient or day case for rheumatology 
treatment for the years ending 31 March 2009 to 2011 and for the quarter to 30 June 2011, by NHS 
board is provided in the following table. 

NHS Board Year Ending 31 March Quarter Ending 

 
2009 

(Days) 
2010 

(Days) 
2011 

(Days) 
30 June 2011 

(Days) 

Ayrshire and Arran n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Borders n/a n/a * * 

Dumfries and Galloway n/a * * * 

Fife 9 7 8 * 

Forth Valley n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Grampian 6 7 7 * 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 11 14 12 * 

Highland 39 * * * 

Lanarkshire 8 8 8 7 

Lothian 4 4 5 * 

Orkney n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Shetland n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Tayside * * * * 

Western Isles n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Scotland 8 8 8 8 

Source: Waiting Times Data Warehouse, ISD Scotland. 
Notes: 
n/a not applicable  
*When medians are based on a small of cases, there is a risk that their value is potentially misleading 
as only one or two cases may significantly alter the “typical” wait. Therefore, where the number of valid 
cases is less than 50 information has not been provided. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the average waiting times are for patients to access (a) second and (b) subsequent appointments with 
consultant rheumatologists. 

 (S4W-03103) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not available centrally. The time of any second or 
subsequent outpatient appointments would be a matter for the consultant to determine based on the 
individual patient’s clinical need. 

 



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
action it is taking to reduce treatment waiting times for patients accessing rheumatology services. 

 (S4W-03104) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As part of the Scottish Government’s commitment to reduce waiting times, the 
Health Directorate’s Quality and Efficiency Support continues to work with all NHS boards to redesign 
and transform services across Scotland to improve access through all stages of the patient pathway. 
This work aims to help all NHS boards to deliver the 18 weeks referral to treatment time target that is 
due to be delivered by end December 2011. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance it provides to education authorities about the teaching of the dangers of the sun and 
sunbeds and the increased incidence of melanoma. 

 (S4W-03107) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government does not provide direct guidance to education 
authorities regarding the teaching of the dangers of sun and sunbeds (or on the increased incidence of 
melanoma). 

Education provision in Scotland is directed by the Curriculum for Excellence which is implemented 
by local authorities and schools, in a flexible manner, dependant on locally identified needs. The 
provision of information relating to the dangers of the sun and sunbeds, and the increased incidence 
of melanoma, may be encompassed in the delivery of the Curriculum for Excellence outcome which 
states that children will “learn to assess and manage risk, to protect myself and others, and to reduce 
the potential for harm when possible”. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive when it plans to release section 16b funding to small third-sector organisations. 

 (S4W-03198) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Successful applicants for section 16b grants for the financial year 2011-12 have 
been notified, and either have, or will shortly, receive their grant. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
additional funds are being made available to the Scottish Ambulance Service to implement the interim 
agreement on emergency interruption of rest breaks. 

 (S4W-03220) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As I stated when answering questions on the issues raised in my statement to 
parliament on 6 October, additional resources that the interim arrangements will necessitate will be 
provided by the Scottish Government to the Scottish Ambulance Service. 

However, as talks between the ambulance service management and unions are ongoing during the 
interim arrangement, it is right to let those talks proceed to try to reach a permanent solution which 
staff feel able to support, without being definitive at this stage about the level of funding required, 
which may prove to be speculation at this point. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will cap the funds provided to the Scottish Ambulance Service to implement the interim 
agreement on emergency interruption of rest breaks. 

 (S4W-03221) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Whilst talks between the ambulance service management and unions are 
ongoing it may prejudice these to provide further detail on potential costs. It is, however, a key aim of 
the Scottish Government to support a negotiated agreement which provides a cost effective solution to 
this long running issue. 



 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
adjustment is being made to the annual payment to the ambulance staff who were on the voluntary 
register agreement on emergency interruption of rest breaks. 

 (S4W-03222) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The pre-existing arrangement for those staff on the voluntary register was £250 
per annum for their flexibility, with £5 paid each time they were disturbed. The interim arrangement 
introduces a payment regime of £250 per annum plus £100 per disturbance. 

Staff who had previously volunteered have already received a £250 annual payment but will now 
receive £100 per disturbance in place of the previous £5. Those staff who did not previously volunteer 
will receive £62.50 (one quarter of the £250 annual payment) for the interim three month period, plus 
£100 per disturbance. 

 

Derek Mackay (Renfrewshire North and West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the answer to question S4O-00262 by Nicola Sturgeon on 6 October 2011, 
whether Renfrewshire will be included in the initial or pilot phases of NHS Great Glasgow and Clyde's 
family nurse partnership programme. 

 (S4W-03312) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I will ensure that Renfrewshire is considered by NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 
Many factors are taken into account at this stage, but the most important is organisational readiness. 

Justice 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
people convicted of a sexual offence were sentenced to (a) a prison sentence, (b) a prison sentence 
of less than six months or (c) community service in (i) 2007-08, (ii) 2008-09, (iii) 2009-10 and (iv) 
2010-11. 

 (S4W-03211) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following table. 

Persons with a Charge Proved For Sexual Offences
1,2

, 2007-08 to 2009-10 

Year 

All Prison 
sentences 

Less than 
6 months 

Community 
sentence 

2007-08 165 25 253 

2008-09 187 16 279 

2009-10 211 30 237 

Notes: 
1 Where main offence. 
2 Includes offences of rape and attempted rape, indecent assault, lewd and libidinous behaviour and 
other crimes of indecency (including prostitution offences). 
Information for 2010-11 will not be available until publication of the Criminal Proceedings in Scotland, 
2010-11 Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in December 2011. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming. 

Legal and Parliamentary 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
what reason it carried out a business and regulatory impact assessment for the (a) Double Jeopardy 
(Scotland) Bill and (b) Forced Marriage etc. (Protection and Jurisdiction) (Scotland) Bill. 

 (S4W-03479) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming


Kenny MacAskill: A business and regulatory impact assessment was completed for the Double 
Jeopardy (Scotland) Bill as the bill contained provisions which would potentially have some impact on 
the legal aid budget and businesses operating in this area of the law. 

A business and regulatory impact assessment was completed for the Forced Marriage etc 
(Protection and Jurisdiction) (Scotland) Bill as the bill contained provisions that potentially had an 
impact on third sector and public sector organisations. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what its position is on the European Commission's proposal that, when scientific advice on overfishing 
is unavailable, a reduction of 25% in total allowable catch or effort should be proposed. 

 (S4W-03443) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is opposed to the European Commission's proposal 
for a blanket 25% TAC (Total Allowable Catch) cut on stocks for which there is no quantitative 
scientific assessment, and believes that it is overly simplistic. Our position is that all robust evidence of 
stock health that is used to inform management measures for a particular stock, including in relation to 
the nature of the fishery in which it is caught, should play a role in decision-making. Applying an 
arbitrary and blanket cut in the absence of quantitative advice does not apply a fishery-based 
approach to management and is therefore not proportionate and is counter-productive to Common 
Fisheries Policy reform. In some cases this approach is likely to increase discarding in otherwise 
healthy stocks. The Scottish Government believes that where there is no quantitative scientific 
assessment, decisions for each stock should be made on a case-by-case basis, taking into account 
any available, robust information. Furthermore, the Scottish Government is strongly opposed to being 
punished with cuts on so-called data poor stocks, when Scotland is conducting scientific surveys. It is 
not proportionate for Scottish fishermen to receive cuts in quotas when only one member state has not 
provided data and we have. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-03092 


