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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans it has to increase the Scottish manufacturing content of proposed (a) onshore and (b) offshore 
wind developments. 

 (S4W-03019) 

Fergus Ewing: The National Renewables Infrastructure Plan and associated £70 million fund have 
a primary focus of increasing Scottish manufacturing content for offshore renewables. Both Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and Scottish Enterprise (SE) are involved in negotiations with a number 
of site owners and renewables manufacturers. Further announcements will be made in the near future, 
building on the recent decisions by companies including Gamesa, Doosan and Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries to invest in research and development facilities in Scotland. 

The recent and successful conclusion to the ownership issues at the Nigg Yard along with HIE's 
investment of £1.8 million to help transform the facility into a multi-use modern energy park is an 
example of progress in this area. 

The enterprise agencies are working with a range of partners to support the growth of the supply 
chain across the full renewables spectrum. For example, HIE is supporting the trade body Energy 
North in its work to identify opportunities for local businesses to participate in a range of onshore 
renewables projects, including through the newly established Ignite database, which details 
procurement personnel in renewable energy projects currently in scoping and planning. 

HIE’s support for the Sustainable Energy and Micro Renewables Centre, as part of Inverness 
College, further demonstrates our commitment to capitalise on new skills and services required for 
micro-generation. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will report on 
the implementation of its year-on-year targets in relation to climate change and public procurement 
contracts. 

 (S4W-03170) 

Alex Neil: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 requires that the Scottish Ministers report 
whether the annual targets set for each year in the period 2010-50 have been met. The first of these 
reports, in respect of the 2010 target, will be published in 2012 once the necessary emissions data 
becomes available. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what legal barriers there 
are to it or any other public body introducing a living wage. 

 (S4W-03172) 

John Swinney: Under the Scotland Act 1998, the National Minimum Wages Act 1998 is a reserved 
matter. However, there are no legal barriers to public bodies paying their staff a living wage rate that 
exceeds the national minimum wage. 

The Scottish Government’s Public Sector Pay Policy requires employers who are subject to the 
policy to apply a Scottish Living Wage. The policy covers the Scottish Government, its agencies and 
non-departmental public bodies and the subsidiaries of these bodies.  

www.scotland.gov.uk/publicsectorpay. 

It is a matter for any other public body (i.e. a public body not covered by the Scottish Government’s 
Public Sector Pay Policy) to decide whether to adopt an equivalent/similar policy in relation to staff 
pay. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/publicsectorpay


Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions (a) it 
or (b) Transport Scotland has had with the rail industry in 2011 regarding preparedness for severe 
winter weather. 

 (S4W-03182) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland has met throughout the year with both Network Rail and ScotRail 
to discuss resilience issues. These meetings have resulted in securing over £2 million of ScotRail’s 
investment. 

The investment will bring about improvements to passenger communication, winter modifications of 
trains, better train maintenance facilities and station and plant equipment. 

These improvements alongside Network Rail’s significant maintenance and track improvement 
works being undertaken should go a long way to help reduce the potential impact of severe winter 
weather. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what representations 
(a) it or (b) Transport Scotland has made to Network Rail in 2011 regarding its key route strategy. 

 (S4W-03183) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland has met and been in dialogue with Network Rail and ScotRail on 
a number of occasions to discuss the concept of the key route strategy and will look to the rail industry 
to provide a timetable which is flexible, appropriate and robust. 

This strategy is being prepared to ensure core passenger and critical freight routes remain open. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it planned to place the required notice for the Borders Railway project in the Official Journal of the 
European Union under the project's previous procurement model, and when it now plans to do so. 

 (S4W-03190) 

Keith Brown: The required notice for the Borders Railway project was placed in the Official Journal 
of the European Union (OJEU) in December 2009. A Notice of Discontinuance was placed in the 
OJEU in October 2011. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-02836 by Keith Brown on 29 September 2011, what preliminary 
works are scheduled for the Borders Railway project and when these are expected to be completed. 

 (S4W-03191) 

Keith Brown: The package of advance utility diversion works which commenced in March 2010 is 
nearing completion. Transport Scotland is currently in discussions with Network Rail regarding 
additional preliminary works which may be required in advance of main construction works. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the projected spend on construction associated with the M80 upgrade is and how this 
compares with the original forecast. 

 (S4W-03195) 

Keith Brown: The cost of construction was included in the overall contract price in 2009, and there 
has been no change to this figure. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much had been spent on the tender process for the Borders Railway project prior to the 
announcement that it would be delivered by Transport Scotland and Network Rail. 

 (S4W-03199) 



Keith Brown: From December 2009 until September 2011, when Scottish Ministers took the 
necessary action to cancel the procurement exercise, as a result of market failure, in order to limit 
abortive costs and to avoid delay to project delivery, the amount of money spent on the procurement 
process for the Borders Railway was approximately £2.1 million. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
on the sale of Glasgow or Edinburgh airport by BAA. 

 (S4W-03272) 

Keith Brown: Following the announcement on 19 October that Edinburgh Airport is to be sold, we 
will continue to build on our constructive working relationship with BAA at its three Scottish airports 
(Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow), while also seeking to develop and build relations with Edinburgh 
Airport’s new owner when the sale is concluded. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is 
taking to (a) support, (b) grow and (b) prevent decline in airline routes from Glasgow airport and for 
what reason it has not reinstated an air route development fund to support an increase in air traffic at 
Scottish airports. 

 (S4W-03273) 

Keith Brown: We continue actively to support air route development for new and existing routes 
through direct engagement with airlines and the provision of market and route analysis. The European 
Commission’s current restrictive guidelines on start-up aid to airlines remain in force and have 
prevented us from providing a successor to the Route Development Fund. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
a three hour journey time for trains between Inverness and Glasgow will be introduced by December 
2012. 

 (S4W-03440) 

Keith Brown: No. The project will be delivered in phases and aims to provide incremental journey 
time reductions throughout the scheme. 

A number of technical improvements are planned which should deliver reduced journey times on 
some services from next year. The full extent of these journey time improvements cannot be 
determined until the December 2012 timetable has gone through the rail industry’s planning process. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much council 
tax derives from benefits recipients. 

 (S4W-03464) 

John Swinney: Statistics published by the UK Department of Work and Pensions show expenditure 
on council tax benefit in Scotland totalled £387.4 million in 2010-11. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the (a) cost and (b) benefits to local authorities will be of administering and collecting its 
proposed public health levy. 

 (S4W-03471) 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will ask local authorities to ring fence for health purposes the money collected from its 
proposed public health levy. 

 (S4W-03472) 



John Swinney: The Scottish Government already takes account of the administration and collection 
cost associated with local taxation within the local government finance settlement. 

We cannot afford to ignore the scale of social problems that put pressure on the public purse. Given 
the significant cuts from the UK Government the additional income raised will be used to contribute 
towards the preventative spend measures that will be taken forward jointly with the Scottish 
Government, local authorities, the NHS and the third sector. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
what reason it does not plan to carry out a business and regulatory impact assessment on the 
proposed public health levy, given its guidance suggesting that one is required when a proposal 
imposes additional cost on businesses. 

 (S4W-03473) 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it considers that the publication of a business and regulatory impact assessment on its 
proposed public health levy would highlight the extent to which the levy might impact on business and 
competitiveness. 

 (S4W-03478) 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
what reason it did not consult on its proposed public health levy before making it part of the 2012-13 
draft budget. 

 (S4W-03481) 

John Swinney: The public health supplement will be subject to full and appropriate parliamentary 
scrutiny. Business and Regulatory Impact Assessments are not completed for every new policy or 
regulation as it would be disproportionate to do so. 

The publication of the Draft Budget 2012-13 marks the start of the public consultation on the Scottish 
Government’s budget plans and comments are welcomed by 21 December 2011. 

Scotland will remain the most competitive place to do business in the UK through a rates relief 
package worth an estimated £500 million per year to businesses. This remains the most generous 
package available to businesses anywhere in the UK. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
assessment it has made of the (a) costs, (b) benefits and (c) associated risks of its proposed public 
health levy on (i) businesses, (ii) consumers and (iii) local authorities. 

 (S4W-03474) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government cannot afford to ignore the scale of social problems that 
put pressure on the public purse. The total combined economic cost to Scotland of tobacco and 
alcohol misuse is estimated to be £4.7 billion each year. 

By introducing the public health supplement we are providing a new funding stream estimated to 
generate an additional £110 million over the three year Spending Review period. This will be used to 
contribute towards the preventative spend measures that will be taken forward jointly with the Scottish 
Government, local authorities, the NHS and the third sector. 

The legislation for the supplement will be subject to full and appropriate parliamentary scrutiny. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it has tested its proposal for a public health levy with the relevant businesses. 

 (S4W-03476) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government engages regularly with a range of ratepayers and 
business organisations on the operation of the business rates system. 



The public health supplement has received support from a range of business organisations and 
health bodies, including ASH Scotland, Alcohol Focus Scotland, Federation of Small Businesses 
Scotland and the Scottish Trades Union Congress. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much the average business will have to pay as a result of the proposed public health levy in 2012-13. 

 (S4W-03477) 

John Swinney: The Public Health Supplement will apply only to large retail properties with a 
rateable value of over £300,000 which sells both tobacco and alcohol. Further detail will be available 
when legislation is laid in the new year. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
assessment has been made of NHS boards’ ability to meet the guidelines set by the British Society for 
Rheumatology on patient access to treatment. 

 (S4W-03102) 

Michael Matheson: Scottish Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN) Guideline 123, provides the 
most recent expert advice on the management of early Rheumatoid arthritis (RA). SIGN expects that 
the guideline will help ensure: 

early referral to a rheumatology specialist;  

early diagnosis and assessment of disease activity;  

early initiation of disease modifying anti-rheumatic drug therapy to control symptoms, signs and 
radiological damage; monitor disease severity, response to treatment and to modify treatment where 
necessary; 

multi-disciplinary team involvement, and 

active involvement of patients in managing their condition. 

SIGN has said that implementation of national clinical guidelines is the responsibility of each NHS 
board and is an essential part of clinical governance. Mechanisms should be in place to review care 
provided against the guideline recommendations. The reasons for any differences should be assessed 
and addressed where appropriate. Local arrangements should then be made to implement the 
national guideline in individual hospitals, units and practices. Implementation of this guideline will be 
encouraged and supported by SIGN. 

In addition, the Scottish Government has asked the Scottish Public Health Network (SPHN) to 
update the Public Health Institute for Scotland (PHIS) report Rheumatoid arthritis in adults: Gaining 
health from effective treatment (2002), as part of its current work plan. 

The overall aim of the project is to identify ways in which NHSScotland and its partner organisations 
can improve the quality and delivery of current services, for people living with RA. The first part of the 
final report will be published in later in the autumn and the health economic analysis will be published 
in early 2012. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to discuss with the UK Government reducing or abolishing Value Added Tax on sun 
screens and sun blocks 

 (S4W-03106) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has no current plans to discuss, with UK Government, 
the reduction or abolition of Value Added Tax on sun screens and sun block. 

 



Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how much it has invested in hockey in the last four years and what proportion has been 
invested in Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley. 

 (S4W-03113) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-03112 on 25 October. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the savings would be to the NHS of a 25% reduction in senior management 
posts, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-03213) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The savings from the national target will contribute to more than £100 million a 
year in non-clinical efficiency savings across NHSScotland, which will be spent on frontline services. 
In the last year alone, NHSScotland reduced the number of senior managers by eight per cent and the 
report on the first year of the target can be found on the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/356840/0120585.pdf. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will 
ensure that the neediest households can access the Universal Home Insulation Scheme. 

 (S4W-03275) 

Alex Neil: Local authorities are responsible for selecting areas and designing schemes supported 
through the Universal Home Insulation Scheme (UHIS). They do so with reference to their existing 
local housing, energy efficiency and fuel poverty strategies. A key criterion for the award of funding 
under the Scheme was that bids should provide evidence of levels of fuel poverty within the area 
chosen. 

The approach to encouraging take-up varies between schemes. However most involve direct mailing 
to all households within the chosen area, and many follow this up by sending out teams of trained 
Home Energy Assessors, who carry out door-to-door visits to offer Home Energy Checks, and explain 
what is offered under the Scheme. Callers to the Home Energy Scotland Hotline will also be advised 
of the support offered if they live in a UHIS area. 

Local authorities were required in their bids to confirm that arrangements would be put in place to 
ensure close integration between UHIS and the Energy Assistance Package (EAP), which is 
specifically aimed at assisting the most vulnerable households. Following the awards of funding, 
guidance was issued to local authorities to encourage and assist them in linking their schemes with 
the EAP, in order that qualifying UHIS customers most in need of support are identified and directed to 
the measures available. The Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure and Capital Investment has 
announced that an extra £5 million will be invested into the Energy Assistance Package this year, 
taking the overall spending to tackle fuel poverty and improve energy efficiency in 2011-12 to £53 
million. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
funds from the Universal Home Insulation Scheme are prioritised and allocated by local authorities 
and what criteria are used to ensure fairness. 

 (S4W-03276) 

Alex Neil: Bids submitted by councils for funding from the Universal Home Insulation Scheme were 
assessed in the first instance by officials, who reported to a Bid Assessment Panel made up of 
representatives of a range of organisations with an interest in the Scheme, including COSLA, the Fuel 
Poverty Forum, and Energy Action Scotland. Bids were assessed against criteria which reflected the 
agreed objectives of the Scheme, i.e., to reduce carbon emissions and fuel poverty. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/356840/0120585.pdf


The recommendations of the Bid Assessment Panel were then considered and agreed by COSLA’s 
Leadership Board. 

A key criterion was that bids should demonstrate how the area selected, and the design of the 
scheme proposed fits with the council’s Local Housing Strategy. The approach to energy efficiency set 
out in these strategies is in turn expected to take account of Scottish Government guidance, 
Addressing Climate Change in Local Housing Strategies. This Guidance emphasises the need for 
councils to analyse the physical characteristics of the stock in their area, and the distribution of fuel 
poverty, and to plan the investment made through energy efficiency programmes accordingly. 

A further criterion required bids to provide evidence of fuel poverty in the area chosen, together with 
evidence of the physical capacity of the stock in the area to take insulation measures. 

The role of local authorities has been critical to the success of the Universal Home Insulation 
Scheme. The criteria for awards of funding, and processes for bid assessment which have been put in 
place are designed to ensure fairness and transparency in resource allocation, while recognising the 
benefits of councils developing schemes which reflect their local needs and circumstances. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the 
Universal Home Insulation Scheme will be publicised in order to encourage take-up. 

 (S4W-03278) 

Alex Neil: Local authorities are responsible for publicity arrangements for their individual schemes. 
However, to assist, the Scottish Government has issued guidance on marketing alongside formal 
offers of grant. Marketing strategies for individual schemes vary, taking into account the nature of the 
scheme, local geographical factors, relationship with other local initiatives, etc. Most schemes involve 
direct mailing to all households within the chosen area, and many follow this up by sending out teams 
of trained Home Energy Assessors, who carry out door-to-door visits to offer Home Energy Checks, 
and to explain what is offered under the Scheme. Callers to the Home Energy Scotland Hotline will 
also, if appropriate, be advised of the support on offer through the Universal Home Insulation Scheme. 

Justice 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
its position is on a repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998 and any consequences for Schedule 4 of the 
Scotland Act 1998. 

 (S4W-03226) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998 would have important constitutional 
implications for Scotland, including in relation to the powers of both ministers and the parliament. The 
Scottish Government would expect to be consulted by the UK Government in relation to any such 
proposals. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it would maintain the provisions of the Human Rights Act 1998 in Scotland if the Act were 
repealed by the UK Government. 

 (S4W-03227) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Human Rights Act 1998 is itself explicitly reserved by Part I of 
Schedule 4 to the Scotland Act. The Scottish Parliament nonetheless has competence in relation to 
“observing and implementing obligations under the Human Rights Convention”. Were the 1998 Act to 
be repealed by the UK Government, it would be open to the Scottish Parliament to pass its own 
legislation implementing relevant convention rights, within the constraints set by the current 
constitutional settlement. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there have 
been discussions since January 2011 between the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, the Minister for 
Community Safety and Legal Affairs and the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning 
regarding what action can be taken in schools, colleges and universities to tackle sectarianism. 



 (S4W-03229) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I met with the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning on 
22 September to discuss how we can work with schools, colleges and universities to tackle 
sectarianism, and I also met with Education Scotland on 5 October to discuss this matter further. Mr 
Russell and I will be visiting a range of schools in the coming months to see first hand the impact that 
work to tackle sectarianism is having. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what funding is given 
to anti-sectarian projects in (a) schools and (b) youth work and how much was given in each year 
since 2005-06. 

 (S4W-03236) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government has provided funding over the period in 
question to a wide range of organisations. These organisations have delivered projects to tackle 
sectarianism and all forms of religious intolerance across all aspects of Scottish society. The total 
funding provided for the years 2007-2011 is £1,481,650. However, the specific amount of work in 
schools or youth work cannot be identified as the work of these organisations cuts across many areas. 

Information prior to 2007 is not held centrally and could only be obtained at a disproportionate cost. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much funding 
has been made available by the CashBack for Communities scheme, broken down by activity. 

 (S4W-03317) 

Kenny MacAskill: £44 million, recovered under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002, has been invested 
and fully committed through to 2014 into community programmes, facilities and activities largely, but 
not exclusively, for young people to the ultimate benefit of Scottish communities affected by crime and 
anti-social behaviour. 

The funding invested since 2007 and committed through to 2014 can be broken down as follows: 

£24.8 million in sporting activities and facilities 
£3.61 million in cultural activities  
£7.96 million for youth organisations 
£0.35 million for early years 
£2.4 million for community-based projects 
£2.12 million for mentoring and youth development work 
£2.74 million for other community commitments. 

Private Office 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what it is doing to help support veterans. 

 (S4O-277) 

Keith Brown: We are fully committed to arranging public services for veterans in Scotland in a way 
that meets their particular needs and aspirations. We have made considerable progress in this regard 
and that progress has been warmly welcomed and recognised by veterans’ organisations and the 
wider veterans’ community. 

We have much more to do especially against the background of the new UK Governments Armed 
Forces Covenant. In that regard I will publish next Spring a new strategy for further action. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, in 
light of written assurances by the Minister for Environment and Climate Change to the Convener of the 
Rural Affairs and Environment Committee during the passage of the Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Bill, what work is in hand to establish a system of acquiring data on the numbers of wild 
birds killed during hunting authorised under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 



 (S4W-03316) 

Stewart Stevenson: My officials are considering the provisions of such a reporting system and will 
be holding discussions with key stakeholders shortly. 


