
Tuesday 25 October 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many days per annum inspectors spend carrying out school inspections. 

 (S4W-03047) 

Michael Russell: Inspectors were deployed for a total of 4,404 days to carry out school inspections 
during 2010-11. This figure does not include pre-school inspections as, in the main, seconded pre-
school practitioners carried out inspections in this sector. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many staff (a) were employed by HMIE and (b) are employed by Education Scotland to carry out 
school inspections. 

 (S4W-03048) 

Michael Russell: At 30 June 2011, HMIE had 82 Inspectors; 10 Assistant Chief Inspectors; four 
Health and Nutrition Inspectors; and nine Assistant Inspectors involved in inspections. 

As of 1 July 2011, when we became Education Scotland, we had 80 Inspectors; nine Assistant Chief 
Inspectors; four Health and Nutrition Inspectors; and eight Assistant Inspectors. Since then, the figures 
have reduced further so that at 30 September 2011, Education Scotland had 73 Inspectors; six 
Assistant Chief Inspectors; three Health and Nutrition Inspectors, and seven Assistant Inspectors. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it plans to review the complaints procedure in relation to school inspections following the creation of 
Education Scotland. 

 (S4W-03049) 

Michael Russell: Education Scotland is currently creating a new suite of Polices and Strategies, this 
include a complaints procedure. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive to 
whom Education Scotland's schools inspectorate is accountable. 

 (S4W-03050) 

Michael Russell: Education Scotland is accountable to Scottish ministers, the Director-General for 
Learning and Justice and to the Scottish Parliament and its committees. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which 
body is accountable for the assessment of school inspectors. 

 (S4W-03051) 

Michael Russell: Education Scotland is accountable for the assessment and performance of School 
Inspectors. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it considered a merger between the Scottish Qualifications Agency and Learning and Teaching 
Scotland (LTS) before the merger of LTS and HM Inspectorate of Education. 

 (S4W-03052) 



Michael Russell: Then, as now, the Scottish Government keeps the public bodies landscape under 
continuous review and explores all potential options as part of its ongoing commitment to reduce costs 
and bureaucracy and improve service delivery. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what 
reasons Learning and Teaching Scotland and HM Inspectorate of Education were merged. 

 (S4W-03053) 

Michael Russell: I announced on 14 October 2010 that both Learning and Teaching Scotland and 
HM Inspectorate of Education provided important support, inspection, practical materials and guidance 
to schools, colleges and early years provision. The introduction of curriculum for excellence made it 
the right time to bring these two bodies together. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further 
to the answer to question S3W-33713 by Michael Russell on 2 June 2010, how many hours of an 
inspector's time will be diverted as a result of the postponement of the inspection of (a) secondary 
schools, (b) primary schools and (c) early years centres in the next five years, in order to assist with 
the implementation of the Curriculum for Excellence. 

 (S4W-03054) 

Michael Russell: Following the autumn programme of support to which S3W-33713 referred there 
are no further planned postponements of inspection activity to assist with the implementation of 
Curriculum for Excellence. Support for Curriculum for Excellence is a major part of Education 
Scotland’s remit and is embedded within its programmes of activity planned. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many staff have been (a) diverted and (b) seconded from Education Scotland to work with the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority in implementing the Curriculum for Excellence. 

 (S4W-03055) 

Michael Russell: No staff have been diverted or seconded to support the SQA in the 
implementation of Curriculum for Excellence. 

No programme of activity of a similar scale to that which was carried out in autumn of 2010 is 
planned. Support for Curriculum for Excellence is part of the ongoing responsibility of Education 
Scotland 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
procedures allow staff and pupils of primary and secondary schools to contribute a self-evaluation to a 
school inspection. 

 (S4W-03056) 

Michael Russell: Teaching staff, non-teaching staff and a sample of pupils and parents receive a 
questionnaire before an inspection and the analysis of their returns influences the activities carried out 
by the inspection team. The questions in these questionnaires allow staff to offer their views on key 
aspects of the school. Groups of staff, pupils and parents are also interviewed as part of the 
inspection. In the new form of school inspections, inspectors have increased the opportunities for staff, 
parents and pupils to talk to the inspection team. In the best practice, headteachers also use feedback 
from staff and pupils to help complete the school’s pre-inspection self-evaluation summary form. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
change the process allowing schools to appeal students’ examination grades to the Scottish 
Qualifications Agency and, if so, (a) for what reason, (b) what the changes will be and (c) when they 
will be introduced. 

 (S4W-03063) 



Michael Russell: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) has responsibility for setting and 
assessing qualifications. The appeals system was originally designed as a safety net for use in 
exceptional circumstances (for example, where a candidate is absent through bereavement or illness). 
However, there has been a significant rise in the number of applications in recent years and SQA has 
undertaken research and engagement to establish reasons for this and explore alternative 
arrangements. The review identified that the current system is no longer being solely used for 
exceptional circumstances for which it was originally designed and that stakeholders wish to return to 
this approach. 

Alternatives have been considered at both pre-appeal and post-appeal. 

SQA is currently working through the operational requirements for these alternatives and will confirm 
its proposals for implementation in the autumn. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance it has issued on the food and drink provided at breakfast and after-school clubs and what 
research it has commissioned on the nutrition provided and the role of these clubs in promoting 
healthy eating. 

 (S4W-03067) 

Michael Russell: The Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Act 2007 places a duty 
on schools and local authorities to ensure that health promotion is at the heart of a school’s activities. 
The Nutritional Requirements for Food and Drink in Schools (Scotland) Regulations set high standards 
for school lunches and other food and drink served during the school day, including that provided at 
breakfast and after-school clubs. In 2008 the Scottish Government published Health Promotion 
guidance as well as guidance on implementing the nutritional requirements set out in the Regulations 
to assist schools and local authorities in fulfilling their duties. This guidance includes a section on 
“Standards for food outwith the school lunch”. 

Eating for health can be explored across the curriculum and through many activities outwith the 
classroom. It is for schools and local authorities to decide whether to take opportunities provided by 
breakfast and after school clubs for such activities. The Scottish Government has not commissioned 
any research on the nutrition provided or the role of these clubs in promoting healthy eating. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether any 
management fee levied from EU students studying at Scottish institutions would be used to cover the 
costs of non-tuition services in a similar way to student services fees in the Republic of Ireland. 

 (S4W-03157) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether a management 
fee levied from EU students studying at Scottish institutions would be universal or means-tested. 

 (S4W-03158) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it expects a 
management fee levied from EU students studying at Scottish institutions would raise and what the 
basis is for the calculation. 

 (S4W-03159) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it can ensure 
that any management fee levied from EU students studying at Scottish institutions would be levied 
also from Scottish students but reimbursed by an additional maintenance grant award. 

 (S4W-03160) 

Michael Russell: We are exploring options for raising additional income from non-UK EU students 
and will provide further details in due course. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of (a) P3, (b) P5, (c) P7 and (d) S2 pupils has met expected attainment levels in reading in 



each of the last five years, broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation. 

 (S4W-03334) 

Michael Russell: Results from the 2009 Scottish Survey of Achievement, which covered reading, 
are available on the government website using the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/22135127/0. 

The publication includes analysis using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. No local authority 
data are available. 

Information is not available for the other years. 

The Scottish Survey of Literacy and Numeracy will report on reading at P4, P7 and S2 following the 
2012 survey. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of (a) P3, (b) P5, (c) P7 and (d) S2 pupils has met expected attainment levels of writing in 
each of the last five years broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation. 

 (S4W-03336) 

Michael Russell: Results from the 2009 Scottish Survey of Achievement, which covered writing, are 
available on the government website using the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/22135127/0. 

The publication includes analysis using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. No local authority 
data are available. 

Information is not available for the other years. 

The Scottish Survey of Literacy and Numeracy will report on writing at P4, P7 and S2 following the 
2012 survey. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of (a) P3, (b) P5, (c) P7 and (d) S2 pupils has met expected attainment levels in 
mathematics in each of the last five years, broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) Scottish Index of 
Multiple Deprivation. 

 (S4W-03338) 

Michael Russell: Results from the 2008 Scottish Survey of Achievement, which covered 
mathematics, are available on the government website using the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/04/02133043/0. 

The publication includes analysis using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. Nineteen local 
authority chose to increase the number of their pupils involved in order to receive local authority 
analysis, and these data are also included on the website. 

Information is not available for the other years. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
percentage of (a) P3, (b) P5, (c) P7 and (d) S2 pupils has met expected attainment levels in numeracy 
in each of the last five years, broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation. 

 (S4W-03340) 

Michael Russell: Results from the 2008 Scottish Survey of Achievement, which covered 
mathematics, including numeracy, are available on the government website using the following link 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/04/02133043/0. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/22135127/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/22135127/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/04/02133043/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/04/02133043/0


The publication includes analysis using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. Nineteen local 
authority chose to increase the number of their pupils involved in order to receive local authority 
analysis, and these data are also included on the website. 

Information is not available for the other years. 

The Scottish Survey of Literacy and Numeracy will report on numeracy at P4, P7 and S2, in 
February 2012. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further 
to the answer to question to S4W-02296 by Michael Russell on 14 September 2011, what percentage 
of school leavers is in positive follow-up destinations, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-03342) 

Michael Russell: As stated on 14 September 2011, information on the percentage of school leavers 
in positive follow-up destinations in each of the last three years is published in a supplementary data 
set on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/leavedestla. 

A breakdown by local authority can be found in table 1.3. 

Information on the percentage of school leavers from the 2010-2011 academic year in positive 
follow-up destinations will not be available until June 2012. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which single outcome 
agreements include a commitment to improve home energy efficiency in the local authority area. 

 

 (S4W-02928) 

Alex Neil: A Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) is the means by which Community Planning 
Partnerships (CPPs) agree their strategic priorities, either individually or jointly, while showing how 
those outcomes contribute to the Scottish Government’s relevant National Outcomes. 

All local authorities have local outcome targets for reducing energy consumption and emissions 
linked to National Outcome 14 (We reduce the local and global environmental impact of our 
consumption and production). The following table provides examples of local outcomes specific to 
domestic energy efficiency but is not a definitive list given that information is not held centrally in this 
format. 

Local Authority Local Outcome Target 

Aberdeen Number of council owned households 
connected to low energy technology 

1,249 households in 2011 

Projects in place to showcase advantages of 
innovative energy technology 

4 projects per annum 

East Ayrshire Percentage of housing stock that meets the 
Reduced Standard Assessment Procedure 

Increase to 72% by 2011 

Falkirk Total number of dwellings brought up to 
SHQS by criteria: Energy efficiency 

Increase 

Orkney Promote energy efficiency and all forms of 
sustainable local renewable energy 

Total final energy consumption 
(kWh)/£GVA 2010-11 – 1.8 

(Scottish average) 

Perth and 
Kinross 

Total domestic energy consumption/ capita/ 
consumption (kWh) for Perth and Kinross 
area 

Reduce by 7.5% (2018) 

Scottish Borders Increase the number of households receiving 
energy efficiency advice from the Council’s 
Home Energy Advice Service 

2011-12 - 782 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-Education/leavedestla


Some local authorities have also included the Scottish Housing Quality Standard  target (100% of 
social housing to comply by April 2015) which includes energy efficiency elements, in their SOAs. 

SOAs reflect the priorities and agreed outcomes of each CPP. Copies of all SOAs, once agreed with 
local authorities, can be found on the Improvement Service website at:  
www.improvementservice.org.uk/single-outcome-agreements/. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many jobs are supported by the construction of (a) council and (b) socially rented homes. 

 (S4W-02979) 

Keith Brown: It is estimated that for every 10 socially rented houses constructed per annum 
(whether by a council or a registered social landlord) approximately 18 full-time equivalent jobs are 
supported, directly and indirectly, across the Scottish economy during that year. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will next meet officials from the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and whether the establishment of 
defibrillators in public and private sector ferry vessels will be on the agenda. 

 (S4W-03030) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government regularly meets the Maritime and Coastguard Agency to 
discuss a range of issues. David MacBrayne Ltd officials were planning to discuss this issue with the 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency in February this year but the meeting was deferred and a new date 
is being arranged. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there is an 
age limit set centrally for vehicles used as private hire taxis. 

 (S4W-03093) 

Keith Brown: There are no age criteria detailed within legislation applicable to vehicles licensed to 
operate as a private hire car or as a taxi. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
consideration it has given to allowing local authorities to invest common good fund assets in building 
socially affordable housing. 

 (S4W-03108) 

Keith Brown: Common good assets and funds are not the responsibility of the Scottish Government 
but the responsibility of local authorities who must manage them in accordance with their existing 
statutory and non statutory duties. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
consideration it has given to allowing public sector pension fund assets to be used to build socially 
affordable housing. 

 (S4W-03109) 

John Swinney: Following discussions with the Scottish Government, Scottish local authority 
pension funds have expressed interest in investing in social and affordable housing and are 
considering how best to do this. Investment decisions are entirely at the discretion of the trustees of a 
pension fund, taking into account the risks and returns on offer and the advice provided by their fund 
managers. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether any Transport Scotland staff have received development viability training. 

http://www.improvementservice.org.uk/single-outcome-agreements/


 (S4W-03111) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland as a whole is comprised of the full range of skills necessary to 
consider development applications, including economists, transport planners and infrastructure 
engineers. A number of officials at Transport Scotland in the Development Planning and Development 
Management teams have received training relating to development viability. 

In addition, Transport Scotland works closely with colleagues in the Directorate for the Built 
Environment, the other key agencies and planning authorities to ensure all relevant issues are taken 
into account. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it expects construction work on the Borders Railway line to be completed. 

 (S4W-03188) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government remain committed to the target of completing the new line 
by December 2014. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it expects the first tracks to be laid on the Borders Railway line. 

 (S4W-03189) 

Keith Brown: The first tracks were laid on the Borders Railway in May 2011, as part of the advance 
works undertaken by Network Rail to complete the connection spur at the Millerhill junction. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the average 
non-domestic rates bill will be in (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13, (c) 2013-14 and (d) 2014-15 and what it 
was in (i) 2005-06, (ii) 2006-07, (iii) 2007-08 and (d) 2008-09. 

 (S4W-03386) 

John Swinney: Information is not held centrally and the requested data cannot be compiled on a 
comparable basis. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what it has done to (a) promote and (b) support hockey in Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley in 
the last four years and with what result. 

 (S4W-03112) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. 

Sportscotland, as the national agency for sport and the lead agency for the development of sport in 
Scotland, provides financial investment to Scottish Hockey in order to deliver ministerial priorities and 
delivering the objectives of Reaching Higher, the national strategy for sport. 

I have therefore asked the Chief Executive of sportscotland to write to you separately with details of 
the promotion and support the organisation has made in the Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley constituency 
for the years in question. 

Justice 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether the Independent Review of Police Officers’ and Staff Remuneration and Conditions 
in England and Wales will have an impact on pay and conditions in Scotland and, if so, what 
discussions the Scottish Government has had with the UK Government on this matter. 

 (S4W-03078) 

Kenny MacAskill: The remit of Tom Winsor’s Independent Review of Police Officers’ and Staff 
Remuneration and Conditions in England and Wales does not extend to Scotland. The review’s 



recommendations represent a package which - as I made clear to Mr Winsor during our meeting on 27 
September - will not be implemented in Scotland. 

The Scottish Government is represented on the Official Side of the Police Negotiating Board, as is 
the Home Office. This forum has been the only source of discussion of the Winsor Review with the UK 
Government. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
arrests were made following (a) Rangers v Celtic, (b) Rangers v Aberdeen, (c) Rangers v Dundee 
United, (d) Rangers v Hearts, (e) Rangers v Hibernian, (f) Rangers v Motherwell, (g) Celtic v Rangers, 
(h) Celtic v Aberdeen, (i) Celtic v Dundee United, (j) Celtic v Hearts, (k) Celtic v Hibernian, (l) Celtic v 
Motherwell, (m) Aberdeen v Hearts, (n) Aberdeen v Rangers, (o) Aberdeen v Celtic, (p) Aberdeen v 
Hibernian, (q) Aberdeen v Motherwell, (r) Aberdeen v Dundee United, (s) Hibernian v Aberdeen, (t) 
Hibernian v Hearts, (u) Hibernian v Motherwell, (v) Hibernian v Dundee United, (w) Hibernian v 
Rangers, (x) Hibernian v Celtic, (y) Hearts v Dundee United, (z) Hearts v Aberdeen, (A) Hearts v 
Celtic, (B) Hearts v Rangers, (C) Hearts v Hibernian, (D) Hearts v Motherwell, (E) Dundee United v 
Aberdeen, (F) Dundee United v Celtic, (G) Dundee United v Hibernian, (H) Dundee United v Hearts, 
(I) Dundee United v Motherwell, (J) Dundee United v Rangers, (K) Motherwell v Aberdeen, (L) 
Motherwell v Celtic, (M) Motherwell v Dundee United, (N) Motherwell v Hibernian, (O) Motherwell v 
Hearts and (P) Motherwell v Rangers matches in each year since 2006, broken down by fixture. 

 (S4W-03114) 

Kenny MacAskill: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, further 
to the answers to questions S4W-02363 and S4W-00597 by Richard Lochhead on 22 September 
2011 and 17 June 2011 respectively, how much will be spent on the programme in the current 
spending review period, broken down by delivery scheme. 

 (S4W-03057) 

Richard Lochhead:  

Delivery Scheme 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Rural Development Contracts – Rural Priorities 62.900 54.700 60.900 

Rural Development Contracts – Land Managers Options 18.000 18.000 18.000 

Leader 10.500 10.500 10.500 

Skills Development Scheme 1.000 1.000 1.000 

Food Processing, Marketing and Co-operation Grant Scheme 9.000 9.500 10.000 

Crofting Counties Agricultural Grant Scheme 2.000 2.000 2.000 

Less Favoured Area Support Scheme 65.500 65.500 65.500 

Technical Assistance 0.300 0.300 0.300 

Land Management Contract Menu Scheme 2.000 0.000 0.000 

Agri-Environment Legacy 3.000 2.500 1.500 

Farm Woodland Legacy 3.500 2.700 2.400 

Forestry Legacy 0.100 0.100 0.100 

Total 177.800 166.800 172.200 

Note: £ million. 
 
This projected spend for the Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP) is shown the table for 

the three UK financial years from 2012-13 as £ million. Please note that actual expenditure will be 
demand-led and will be subject to the submission of claims. Furthermore, the projections for 2014-15 
may be subject to change with regard to the implementation of a new EU Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP). 



Agri-Environment Legacy schemes include Organic Aid Scheme, Countryside Premium Scheme, 
Rural Stewardship Scheme, Habitats Scheme. 

Farm Woodland Legacy schemes include Farm Woodland Scheme, Farm Woodland Premium 
Scheme, Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme – Farmland Premium. 

Forestry Legacy schemes include Woodland Grant Scheme and Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it has made representations to the UK Government calling for more restrictive UK-wide 
legislation on animal testing and, if so, whether it will provide details of these representations. 

 (S4W-03086) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the UK Government on a 
wide range of issues, including the legislation on animal testing. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-02995 
S4W-02996 
S4W-02997 
S4W-02998 


