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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will consider 
placing a duty on local authorities to set targets for, and report on, carbon emissions reductions and 
fuel poverty eradication in all housing in their area once the Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 is 
repealed. 

 (S4W-02925) 

Alex Neil: The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 together with local housing strategy guidance 
sets a framework and requirements for the promotion of energy efficiency and action to tackle fuel 
poverty. We have a mature relationship with local authorities and believe that they are best placed to 
provide the appropriate solutions for their area. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to 
strengthen guidance for local housing strategies on the promotion of energy efficiency and whether it 
will make this guidance statutory. 

 (S4W-02926) 

Alex Neil: In March this year the Scottish Government and COSLA issued Supplementary Guidance 
on Addressing Climate Change in Local Housing Strategies (LHS). It provides advice to local 
authorities on how to address climate change in their LHS to help them meet the duties they have as 
public bodies under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, set out the financial and other resources 
available to assist them, and signposted sources of technical information and advice. It stressed the 
need to integrate their approach to the promotion of energy efficiency with related strategies on house 
condition and fuel poverty. 

The Scottish Government’s approach is to recognise and seek to build on the strong track record of 
Scottish local authorities in developing strategies and implementing programmes in this area. We will 
continue to work closely with councils to monitor the effectiveness of the guidance, share best 
practice, and identify areas for improvement. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it plans to review 
the effectiveness of the repeal of the Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 in order to monitor whether 
voluntary arrangements are sufficient to ensure that local authorities are reducing carbon emissions 
and fuel poverty in all housing in their area. 

 (S4W-02927) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-02925 on 24 October 2011. Local 
housing strategies require local action on fuel poverty to be addressed and these are reviewed by 
Scottish Government. The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places duties on public bodies relating 
to climate change. These duties require that a public body must, in exercising its functions, act in the 
way best calculated to contribute to delivery of the act’s emission reduction targets. This provides a 
robust framework to monitor the effectiveness of local action on climate change. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which single outcome 
agreements include a commitment to improve home energy efficiency in the local authority area. 

 (S4W-02928) 

Alex Neil: A Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) is the means by which Community Planning 
Partnerships (CPPs) agree their strategic priorities, either individually or jointly, while showing how 
those outcomes contribute to the Scottish Government’s relevant National Outcomes. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


All local authorities have local outcome targets for reducing energy consumption and emissions 
linked to National Outcome 14 (We reduce the local and global environmental impact of our 
consumption and production). The following table provides examples of local outcomes specific to 
domestic energy efficiency but is not a definitive list given that information is not held centrally in this 
format. 

Local Authority Local Outcome Target 

Aberdeen Number of council owned households 
connected to low energy technology 

1,249 households in 2011 

Projects in place to showcase advantages of 
innovative energy technology 

4 projects per annum 

East Ayrshire Percentage of housing stock that meets the 
Reduced Standard Assessment Procedure 

Increase to 72% by 2011 

Falkirk Total number of dwellings brought up to 
SHQS by criteria: Energy efficiency 

Increase 

Orkney Promote energy efficiency and all forms of 
sustainable local renewable energy 

Total final energy consumption 
(kWh)/£GVA 2010-11 – 1.8 

(Scottish average) 

Perth and 
Kinross 

Total domestic energy consumption/ capita/ 
consumption (kWh) for Perth and Kinross 
area 

Reduce by 7.5% (2018) 

Scottish Borders Increase the number of households receiving 
energy efficiency advice from the Council’s 
Home Energy Advice Service 

2011-12 - 782 

 
Some local authorities have also included the Scottish Housing Quality Standard  target (100% of 

social housing to comply by April 2015) which includes energy efficiency elements, in their SOAs. 

SOAs reflect the priorities and agreed outcomes of each CPP. Copies of all SOAs, once agreed with 
local authorities, can be found on the Improvement Service website at:  

www.improvementservice.org.uk/single-outcome-agreements/. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
published its most recent report on progress on ending fuel poverty, as required by section 88(6) of 
the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001. 

 (S4W-02968) 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will 
publish its next report on progress on ending fuel poverty, as required by section 88(6) of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2001. 

 (S4W-02970) 

Alex Neil: The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 requires progress to be reported at least every four 
years. The last progress report published under this requirement was on 25 November 2010. The next 
report will be published no later than November 2014. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive who it 
consulted before publishing its most recent report on progress on ending fuel poverty, as required by 
section 88(6) of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001. 

 (S4W-02969) 

Alex Neil: The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 requires progress to be reported at least every four 
years. The Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum was consulted before publication of the most recent progress 
report of 25 November 2010. The Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum includes representatives from a wide 
range of organisations including Energy Action Scotland, Consumer Focus Scotland, British Gas, 
Scottish Power, Ofgem, Age Scotland and NHS among others. 

 

http://www.improvementservice.org.uk/single-outcome-agreements/


Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the 
Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum last met and it will next meet. 

 (S4W-02971) 

Alex Neil: The last meeting of the Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum was in April 2011. Following the 
confirmation of the new chair and vice chair the forum will next meet on 26 October 2011. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to 
the answer to question S4W-01206 by Alex Neil on 22 July 2011, when it will appoint the new chair of 
the Scottish Fuel Poverty Forum. 

 (S4W-02973) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-01206 on 5 October 2011. All answers 
to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for 
which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it will take to ensure that communities worst hit by high fuel prices will see a reduction in fuel 
costs. 

 (S4W-02994) 

Alex Neil: As announced on 5 October, I set out the action this government is taking to tackle fuel 
poverty. We have increased funding for fuel poverty in the Spending Review and also boosted this 
year’s budget by an additional £5 million. Funding for Fuel poverty and Energy Efficiency programmes 
will be £65 million in 2012-13 and in 2013-14 – rising to £66.25 million in 2014-15. That is a 35% 
increase on the £48 million being provided in 2011-12 and illustrates very clearly the importance given 
to supporting households affected by fuel poverty. Energy prices are a reserved issue but ministers 
will continue to act. The Scottish Government has committed to holding a fuel summit in partnership 
with Consumer Focus Scotland and other consumer interests which will address the actions which can 
be taken to minimise the impact of the recent price rises on consumers. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
money has been allocated for the Saltire Prize and from which budget line. 

 (S4W-02951) 

Stewart Stevenson: The Saltire Prize will not be awarded until after the end of the current spending 
review period and is not therefore reflected in any budget line. Some limited resources will be 
allocated from the general renewable energy budget to some associated items including the annual 
Saltire Prize medal, schools competition and promotional activity. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

