
Friday 21 October 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Crown Office 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what instructions the Crown Office has issued regarding the precognition of fingerprint or 
other forensic experts when they have submitted evidence in respect of criminal cases. 

 (S4W-02948) 

Lesley Thomson: The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) has issued guidance 
on the precognition of expert witnesses, including fingerprint and forensic experts. 

The guidance provides that where an expert witness has been instructed by the Crown and the 
witness is to be asked to express an opinion, including an expert witness in relation to fingerprint 
evidence, that witness should always be contacted for the purposes of precognition interview. The 
nature and extent of the precognition interview will depend on the significance of the evidence in the 
case. The interview will normally be conducted in person, although there may be particular 
circumstances where interview by telephone will be appropriate. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many precognitions of Scottish Police Services Authority fingerprint experts were or 
have been undertaken by the Crown Office in (a) 2009, (b) 2010 and (c) 2011, broken down by 
fingerprint bureau. 

 (S4W-02949) 

Lesley Thomson: The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) does not retain a 
database of the number of fingerprint experts precognosced by COPFS staff. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive from 
which budget line funding for the proposed enterprise zones has been allocated. 

 (S4W-02950) 

Fergus Ewing: Enterprise areas are to be funded from the Enterprise Bodies Budget Line. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it will take to enable housing associations to develop renewable heating schemes. 

 (S4W-02980) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has established a task group on renewable heat to advise 
on priority issues in order to increase development of renewable heat. The Scottish Federation of 
Housing Associations (SFHA) is represented on the group. We will also shortly establish an Expert 
Commission to advise on the delivery of district heating in Scotland. Housing associations can also get 
free independent help by contacting the Energy Saving Trust and will benefit from heat mapping as 
the roll out of the pilot exercise in the Highland Council area continues. 

Housing associations are eligible to apply to the Scottish Government district heating and CARES 
loan schemes and both schemes will continue as a result of future funding confirmed in the recent 
Spending Review. We are also encouraging housing associations to access the UK Government’s 
Renewable Heat Premium Payment Scheme which has £3 million set aside for registered social 
landlords. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many homes are supplied by district renewable heating schemes. 

 (S4W-02981) 



Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not hold a central comprehensive record of the 
number of homes supplied by district renewable heating schemes. However, from the information 
available to us, there are at least 1,876 homes connected to a renewable district heating system in 
Scotland. This includes some systems which have a low carbon element. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many homes will be supplied by district renewable heating schemes in each of the next five years. 

 (S4W-02982) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. However, our £2.5 million 
district heating loan scheme will enable connection of 305 households to renewable district heating 
networks within the next two years. This funding will also enable project network expansion at a future 
date to more than double the number of households – to over 600. A further £5 million has been 
allocated to continue the scheme over the next three years, allowing the potential to at least double 
these figures again over the next five years. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding mechanism will be used to enable housing associations to fund renewable heating schemes. 

 (S4W-02983) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government will assist housing associations finance renewable 
heating schemes through a number of programmes. The district heating and Comunities and 
Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) loan schemes both provide housing associations with the 
opportunity to access funding to develop renewable heating schemes. Our £50 million Warm Homes 
Fund will also deliver renewable energy and energy efficient homes in those communities worst 
affected by fuel poverty. The Scottish Government also encourages housing associations to access 
funding through the UK Government’s Renewable Heat Premium Payment Scheme. £3 million of the 
£15 million programme has been set aside for registered social landlords to improve their housing 
stock. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
research has been (a) commissioned and (b) consulted in relation to the effectiveness of the Offshore 
Supplies Office in manufacturing a Scottish supply chain in oil and gas projects. 

 (S4W-03020) 

Fergus Ewing: The Official History of North Sea Oil and Gas by Professor Alex Kemp, published on 
4 September 2011, provides an in-depth analysis of the development of UK policies towards North 
Sea oil and gas industry from the early 1960’s to 1993. Professor Kemp reports that the work of the 
Offshore Supplies Office lead to an increase in the share of the UKCS market obtained by British 
industry and many companies obtained benefits which enabled them to flourish both domestically and 
overseas in later years. The publication cites the development of sub-sea technologies as a particular 
success story. 

Scottish Government and its enterprise agencies continue to support the growth and development of 
Scotland's supply chain capability, both domestically and internationally and help to ensure that 
businesses seek and develop opportunities in new and emerging sectors such as offshore wind. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many (a) objections and (b) expressions of support had been received by 1 October 2011 
regarding the application to construct and operate a new coal-fired power station at Hunterston. 

 (S4W-03096) 

Fergus Ewing: As of 1 October 2011, the Energy Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU) had 
received and logged 19,509 objections to the development and 18 expressions of support from 
members of the public. The ECDU estimates that there a further 750-1,000 representations have been 
received, but not yet logged. 



Health and Wellbeing 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the benefits to Scotland are of the Olympic Games being held in London in 2012. 

 (S4W-03071) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-01315 on 25 July 2011, which 
sets out what we are doing to maximise the benefits and legacy to Scotland of the London 2012 
Olympics. 

I should add, however, that further benefits have since accrued due to the continued effort by the 
Scottish Government and its many partners to ensure Scotland takes maximum advantage of the 
opportunities these games present. For example, 115 Scottish companies have now won 155 Games-
related contracts; 1,220 of our schools are now signed up for the London 2012 Get Set programme 
with 209 of them on the Get Set network thus increasing their potential to secure free tickets to the 
Games; sportscotland is working with sports bodies and groups to give young people in sport the 
opportunity to access 400 free tickets being made available by London Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games as part of Ticketshare; we now have 37 projects covering 
sport, sustainability, culture, education and volunteering using the London 2012 Inspire Mark, and we 
now have over 300 London 2012 ambassadors recruited across Scotland by Youth Sport Trust with 
the help of sportscotland.  

In addition, it was recently announced that the Paralympic Flame Festival will come to Edinburgh on 
26 August 2012 which, along with the our six days of Olympic Torch relay, will give the communities 
across Scotland the chance to celebrate and for us to showcase Scotland’s culture, heritage and 
landmarks to an international audience. We also saw Creative Scotland launch Scotland’s Cultural 
Plan for London 2012 and Glasgow 2014 allocating £6.5 million over three years for city and Scotland-
wide programmes; 

We continue to pursue the UK Government for equity of treatment for Glasgow 2014 with that 
afforded to London 2012. This relates to issues around taxation and the return of the diverted lottery 
funds, I recently held a positive meeting with Hugh Robertson, Minister for Sport and Olympics, to 
progress this issue. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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