
Wednesday 19 October 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans it has to make carrying a defibrillator a requirement on ferry services. 

Holding answer issued: 6 October 2011 (S4W-02884) 

Keith Brown: The deployment or introduction of defibrillators on ferry services is not mandatory. 
Health and safety legislation requires organisations, including ferry operators, to undertake a risk 
assessment analysis that reflects the business arrangements for their premises and operating 
locations. Depending on the outcome of this, the organisation may decide to deploy a defibrillator but 
there is no legislative requirement to do so. 

The Scottish Government is responsible for subsidising passenger ferry services currently provided 
by CalMac Ferries Ltd, NorthLink Ferries Ltd and Argyll Ferries Ltd, all subsidiaries of David 
MacBrayne Ltd (DML). The David MacBrayne group takes this issue very seriously. 

The DML risk assessment process is based on: the number of heart-related incidents per year, per 
route and per passenger carried; length of sea crossing; statutory and legal requirements; the logistics 
of ensuring that suitable staff are trained; the logistics of providing ongoing medical treatment in the 
immediate aftermath of a heart-related incident, and the ongoing cost of training and equipment. 

All DML companies have carried out such an assessment and on the basis of those assessments 
CalMac and Argyll Ferries have decided not to carry defibrillators on their vessels. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the BBC report on 24 September 2011 that the Scottish Government is seeking 
backing for the establishment of an internet domain for Scotland, (a) what action it has taken and (b) 
how much it has spent to support the Dot Scot Registry. 

 (S4W-03064) 

Alex Neil: (a) The Scottish Government set up the Scottish Internet Domain Working Group 
(SIDWG) in August 2008 in response to a petition asking if it would support the creation of a generic 
Top Level Domain (gTLD). 

The SIDWG proposed the setting up of an independent, not-for-profit limited company to pursue any 
bid and the Dot Scot Registry (DSR) was formally incorporated in September 2009. 

The International Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) has announced that bids 
for new domains will be accepted over a three month period from 12 January 2012. The directors of 
DSR are currently preparing the bid and the Scottish Government has restated its support for the 
company and for the dotSCOT domain. 

(b) The Scottish Government has provided £250 for DSR’s bank account. Otherwise, since its 
formation, DSR has received support ‘in kind’ in the form of accommodation for meetings and general 
administrative assistance.  

Health and Wellbeing 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what independent body is responsible for monitoring the quality of installation work carried out in 
Shetland under the Home Insulation Scheme. 

 (S4W-02920) 

Alex Neil: The Home Insulation Scheme (HIS) ran in Shetland in 2010-11 and has now finished. 
Cavity wall and virgin loft insulation work was done under the UK Government’s Carbon Emissions 
Reduction Target (CERT) rules and covered by the quality assurance procedures that are mandated 
for CERT installations by Ofgem. This is normally a 5% sample inspection. 



A minimum 5% inspection regime was applied to loft top-up installations which were funded by the 
Scottish Government and not covered by CERT rules. Inspections were carried out by a contractor, 
Bierce Technical Services, appointed after a procurement process conducted by the managing agent 
of HIS, the Energy Saving Trust (EST). 

In addition, EST was required to carry out a customer satisfaction survey with 5% of HIS clients post 
installation. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many Shetland-based private sector electrical businesses have tendered for installation work in 
Shetland under the Home Insulation Scheme. 

 (S4W-02921) 

Alex Neil: The Home Insulation Scheme (HIS) ran in Shetland in 2010-11 and has now finished. 
The Energy Saving Trust, as managing agent of HIS, carried out a procurement exercise in line with 
EU rules to appoint suppliers offering the best deal for customers in HIS areas. Tenders were invited 
from companies for the installation of loft and cavity wall insulation. No tenders were received from 
any Shetland-based businesses. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether Changeworks was able to provide a cheaper house survey price for the Home Insulation 
Scheme than locally based surveyors in Shetland. 

 (S4W-02922) 

Alex Neil: The Home Insulation Scheme (HIS) ran in Shetland in 2010-11 and has now finished. 
Changeworks, as operator of the local Energy Saving Scotland advice centre, undertook doorstep 
visits in Shetland to offer home energy checks and, where suitable, invite householders to sign up for 
insulation measures. 

Technical surveys ahead of the installation of insulation measures were then delivered by the 
nominated installer in Shetland, Instafibre Consortium, appointed in line with EU procurement rules to 
achieve best value for money. No bids for the installer contract were received from any Shetland-
based businesses. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what its policy is on insulating homes defined as difficult under the Home Insulation Scheme and what 
instructions it has given to Scottish Gas regarding its operation of the Home Insulation Scheme on 
such homes. 

 (S4W-02923) 

Alex Neil: The Home Insulation Scheme (HIS) which ran in 2009-10 and 2010-11 was designed to 
achieve best value for money by providing the most cost effective insulation measures – loft and cavity 
wall – to the highest number of customers. 

Where houses were not able to take loft or cavity wall insulation, householders were able to benefit 
from the range of energy efficiency advice on offer. Energy Saving Scotland interest-free home loans 
were also available in HIS areas, allowing householders to finance more expensive energy efficiency 
and insulation measures in those homes unsuitable for basic insulation measures. 

The Energy Saving Trust, as managing agent, trained doorstep assessors in order to make the 
necessary referrals to nominated suppliers for insulation measures. Installation arrangements were a 
matter for those suppliers appointed by the Energy Saving Trust in line with EU procurement rules. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive for 
what reason Scottish Gas has not produced a standardised operating procedures manual for 
subcontractors working on Home Insulation Scheme installations. 

 (S4W-02924) 



Alex Neil: Installation arrangements under the Home Insulation Scheme (HIS) which ran in 2009-10 
and 2010-11 were a matter for those suppliers appointed by the Energy Saving Trust following 
procurement undertaken in line with EU rules. This included Scottish Gas which was the supplier in 
three HIS areas: East Dunbartonshire, Renfrewshire and West Lothian. 

The procurement exercise detailed requirements on standards expected by contractors, including 
high levels of service in terms of public engagement and quality of work in installing measures. 

Justice 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans it has to introduce new legislation to protect victims and witnesses. 

 (S4W-03022) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government will introduce a victims and witnesses bill during this 
parliament. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans it has to create minimum standards for services to victims. 

 (S4W-03023) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is planning a victims and witnesses bill to strengthen 
the position of victims and witnesses in the justice system. Decisions on the overall content of the bill 
will be informed by the final shape and scope of the draft directive of the European Parliament and of 
the council aimed at establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of 
crime. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with European Commission officials on the Stockholm Programme, in light of 
the potential impact on Scots law and police services. 

 (S4W-03027) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has had a number of discussions and communications 
with the European Commission on aspects of the wide ranging Stockholm Programme, which was 
agreed by heads of government at the European Council in December 2009. A written submission 
was sent to the commission during the development phase of the programme, in March 2009, which 
was copied at the time to the Justice Committee of the Scottish Parliament. Most recently, Scottish 
Government officials met with the commission in May 2011 to discuss the Procedural Rights Roadmap 
and the Victims' Roadmap, which are included in the programme. The Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
met with the Vice President of the Commission, Viviane Reding, in Luxembourg in June 2011 during 
which aspects of the Stockholm Programme were discussed. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
Scotland is compliant with the 2001 EU framework decision on the standing of victims in criminal 
proceedings. 

 (S4W-03028) 

Kenny MacAskill: Scotland was largely compliant with the European Framework Decision on the 
Standing of Victims in Criminal Proceedings when it was promulgated. A detailed response to the 
framework decision, Victims in the Scottish Criminal Justice System: The EU Framework Decision On 
The Standing of Victims In Criminal Procedure, The Scottish Perspective, was published in 2002. 
Further work was done to ensure compliance with articles that did not need to be implemented until 
2004. 

Following research and consultation the European Commission concluded that the framework 
decision needed to be updated. Consequently, a proposal for a directive of the European Parliament 
and the council on establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of 



crime to replace the 2001 framework decision, was adopted by the European Commission on 18 May 
2011. The UK Government is currently involved in negotiations on the draft directive. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
Scotland is compliant with the 2004 EU directive on compensation to crime victims. 

 (S4W-03029) 

Kenny MacAskill: Payments made to innocent victims of violent crime are made under provisions 
of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme. This scheme applies in Scotland, England and Wales 
and is founded on the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act 1995. 

In his Explanatory Memorandum to the European Scrutiny Committee the then Parliamentary Under-
Secretary at the Ministry of Justice Lord Bach stated that the UK is fully compliant with the EU 
directive relating to compensation for victims of crime. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
drug finds there have been in each prison in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-03206) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The following table illustrates the number of drug finds recorded in each year since 2007 broken 
down by establishment. 

Establishment 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011* 

Aberdeen 53 89 139 108 80 

Addiewell  0 233 275 212 

Barlinnie 396 303 272 208 160 

Cornton Vale 110 117 121 119 69 

Dumfries 34 36 14 20 19 

Edinburgh 226 316 250 255 162 

Glenochil 148 133 132 134 90 

Greenock 79 83 64 91 61 

Inverness 13 14 21 12 6 

Kilmarnock 253 298 195 194 159 

Low Moss 26     

SPS Open Estate 72 64 54 38 23 

Perth 147 145 137 122 88 

Peterhead 6 2 0 1 0 

Polmont 120 135 124 89 85 

Shotts 96 113 109 121 62 

Totals 1779 1848 1865 1787 1276 

Note: *Figures recorded up to 30 September 2011 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive in which 
prisons the Sex Offender Treatment Programme is run and whether it plans to increase the number of 
such prisons. 

 (S4W-03207) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 



Sex Offender Treatment Programmes are currently scheduled to run in HMP Edinburgh, Barlinnie, 
Glenochil, Peterhead and Polmont. There is no current plan to increase this. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive in which 
prisons the Violence Prevention Programme is run and whether it plans to increase the number of 
such prisons. 

 (S4W-03208) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The Violence Prevention Programme currently runs in HMP Shotts and Edinburgh. It will extend to 
HMP Low Moss when it opens in Spring 2012. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will provide a 
substantive answer to question S4W-02238, which has received a holding answer. 

 (S4W-03005) 

Richard Lochhead: S4W-02238 was answered on 29 September 2011. 

 


