
Thursday 13 October 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it has considered using B roads to provide a designated cycle path between Inverness and Nairn. 

 (S4W-02977) 

Keith Brown: Responsibility for the establishment of designated cycle routes on B class roads lie 
with the local authority and Sustrans. 

Sustrans and The Highland Council have already established National Cycle Route 1 on lightly 
trafficked roads between Nairn and Inverness. The signed route currently passes through Househill, 
Cawdor Wood, Balloch and Culloden. 

During the development of new routes Transport Scotland will consider any interface with the trunk 
road in accordance with the Trunk Road Cycling Initiative (which now forms part of the Cycling Action 
Plan for Scotland) to assist in the development of the National Cycle Network. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
housing health checks will be offered to those living in socially rented housing. 

 (S4W-02989) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is working with all local authorities and their partners to 
help develop approaches to identifying housing options. This approach is initially focused on 
preventing homelessness, but will also be extended to looking at the provision of housing health 
checks. 

An independent evaluation of the housing options approach has been commissioned which will 
influence development of housing health checks. The report is due in early 2012. 

Individual social rented landlords are best placed to take housing health checks forward for their 
tenants. The Scottish Government will work with landlords to enable development of this activity, but 
will not impose timescales for implementation. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many housing health checks it expects to offer to those living in socially rented housing in each of the 
next five years. 

 (S4W-02990) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is working with all local authorities and their partners to 
develop approaches to identifying housing options. This approach is initially focused on preventing 
homelessness, but will also be extended to looking at the provision of housing health checks. 

An independent evaluation of the housing options approach has been commissioned which will 
influence development of housing health checks. The report is due in early 2012. 

Individual social rented landlords are best placed to take housing health checks forward for their 
tenants. The Scottish Government will work with landlords to enable development of this activity, but 
will not impose central targets over the next five years. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it will take to strengthen tenancy rules for people who commit antisocial behaviour. 

 (S4W-02991) 

Keith Brown: As set out in Homes Fit for the 21
st
 Century the Scottish Government will consult on a 

number of possible changes to tenancies within the socially rented sector including widening the 



circumstances in which a Short Scottish Secure Tenancy can be used where the tenant has a history 
of anti-social behaviour and introducing an initial tenancy for all new social housing tenants. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will create a development strategy to grow and improve the private rented housing sector. 

 (S4W-02992) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is working with members of the private rented sector 
strategy group and other key stakeholders to publish a new strategy for the sector in early 2012. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it considered funding organisations other than Homes for Scotland to develop a mortgage 
indemnity scheme. 

 (S4W-03007) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government’s Innovation Fund, launched in March, invited proposals 
related to mortgage indemnity schemes from all housing providers. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance it has given to Homes for Scotland in relation to developing a mortgage indemnity scheme. 

 (S4W-03008) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has made clear that it wishes to see the introduction of a 
private sector mortgage indemnity scheme that will increase the availability of higher loan to value 
lending to first time buyers and others, where sensible and sustainable.  

The offer of funding to Homes for Scotland to support the establishment of a private sector scheme 
sets out detailed requirements and conditions that must be met. However, no guidance has been 
provided with regard to the specific details of the scheme, which will depend on the outcome of 
negotiations between housebuilders and lenders. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it has had with stakeholders about the creation of its mortgage indemnity scheme. 

 (S4W-03009) 

Keith Brown: Discussions about the establishment of a private sector mortgage indemnity scheme 
have taken place with Homes for Scotland, the Council of Mortgage Lenders and the insurance broker 
Jardine Lloyd Thompson. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what progress it is making on upgrading the A82. 

 (S4W-03010) 

Keith Brown: The importance of upgrading the A82 is recognised by its inclusion in the Strategic 
Transport Projects Review. 

The major schemes at Pulpit Rock and Crianlarich are specifically mentioned in the recent Spending 
Review announcement. Subject to the completion of the necessary statutory procedures, they will be 
delivered as soon as reasonably practicable. 

Regarding the longer term development of the route, Ministers have made available £500,000 for 
engineering and environmental surveys for the Tarbet to Inverarnan section of the A82 and these will 
begin shortly. These surveys and their analysis should be complete by the end of March and will help 
establish a clearer understanding of the many challenges within which future upgrades of the route will 
be developed. 

 



Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the cost would be of the first full year of devolving council tax benefit. 

 (S4W-03105) 

John Swinney: The UK Government intends to abolish council tax benefit from April 2013. It 
proposes that Scotland would then get a fixed addition to its budget corresponding to a 10% reduction 
in council tax benefit presently paid in Scotland. This could reduce the amount available to assist 
individuals in meeting their council tax liability by £38 million each year, potentially reducing household 
incomes for over half a million people on the lowest incomes in Scotland. We are working with local 
authorities to identify a way forward and will consult later this autumn. It is not possible to estimate the 
operational costs of this change at this stage. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive further 
to the answer to question S4W-00297 by Keith Brown on 9 June 2011, when the consultation of 
stakeholders regarding the new contract for rail passenger services will begin and whether it will 
include the trade unions. 

 (S4W-03163) 

Keith Brown: Preparatory work is currently being undertaken to consider the contents of any future 
contract for rail passenger services. This includes a public consultation, expected later this year and a 
series of stakeholder events being arranged to highlight and promote the consultation. The unions will 
be invited to participate in this consultation, as will other interested parties. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the average 
waiting time is for patients with scoliosis between seeing a consultant and having surgery. 

 (S4W-02932) 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether children 
with scoliosis wait longer than adults between seeing their consultant and having surgery. 

 (S4W-02933) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not available centrally as waiting time information is 
collected at specialty level only. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what assessment 
has been made of the redesign of paediatric scoliosis services. 

 (S4W-02934) 

Nicola Sturgeon: An independent expert review of the Scottish specialist spinal deformity service 
was undertaken during 2010-11 in order to examine the evidence base for the surgical treatment of 
scoliosis, the demand for the service, the configuration and performance of the current service and 
make recommendations about potential changes to the service. The review was developed and 
recommendations were formed by a wide multidisciplinary and multiprofessional group, including NHS 
clinical, managerial, planning representation, and members of the voluntary sector. The review report 
is currently being considered. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether children 
and young people are waiting longer for spinal surgery in 2011-12 than they did in (a) 2009-10 and (b) 
2010-11. 

 (S4W-02935) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not available centrally as waiting time information is 
collected at specialty level only. 

 



John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many appointments have been (a) missed or (b) cancelled in the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
area due to patients not receiving their letter of notification of appointment in the period since TNT was 
awarded the board's postal contract. 

 (S4W-03011) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested is not available centrally. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what changes there 
have been in the number of (a) young people and (b) adults smoking since the Smoking, Health and 
Social Care (Scotland) Act 2005 was introduced. 

 (S4W-03031) 

Michael Matheson: (a) Young people 

The Scottish Schools Attitudes Lifestyle and Substance Use Survey (SALSUS) is a biennial survey 
of 13 and 15 year-olds which collects information on smoking behaviour. The 2010 SALSUS data will 
be published on 25 October 2011 so the most recently available data at the time of enquiry comes 
from the 2008 survey. 

 13 years (%) 15 years (%) 

 Boys Girls Boys Girls 

2002 6 9 16 24 

2004 5 7 14 24 

2006 3 5 12 18 

2008 3 4 14 16 

Base     

2002    5,948    6,146     5,145     5,074  

2004 1,783 1,686 1,646 1,689 

2006 5,797 5,774 5,599 5,410 

2008 2,631 2,683 2,296 2,329 

Source: SALSUS 2002-08. 
Note: Regular smokers by year group and gender, 2002-08. 

http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/publications/abstracts/salsus_national.htm. 

(a) Adults 

The Scottish Household Survey publishes annual data on smoking rates among adults in Scotland. 
For this survey adults are defined as respondents aged 16 or over. 

Whether respondent smokes, by year 

 
Data year 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Yes 30.7 29.3 28.8 28.4 28.1 26.9 26.7 25.4 25.7 25.2 24.3 24.2 

No 69.3 70.7 71.2 71.6 71.9 73.1 73.3 74.6 74.3 74.8 75.7 75.8 

All 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Base 13,776 14,553 14,635 14,032 13,958 14,771 14,053 14,179 10,412 9,505 12,509 12,418 

Source: Scottish Household Survey 2010, 
http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/16002/Tables0910Health. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether additional 
funding will be provided to assist NHS boards to implement the Scottish Service Standards for 
Neonatal Care when they are published. 

 (S4W-03036) 

http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/publications/abstracts/salsus_national.htm
http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/16002/Tables0910Health


Michael Matheson: The Neonatal Expert Advisory Group, regional planning groups, the Managed 
Clinical Networks for neonatal services and NHS boards are currently looking at the possible 
implications, including resource implications, of implementing the standards framework for neonatal 
care in Scotland. Ministers will consider their findings and recommendations in full once this work has 
been completed, but no funding has been identified. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many doctors are licensed to prescribe heroin for the treatment of drug addiction. 

 (S4W-03178) 

Michael Matheson: The licensing of diamorphine for the treatment of addiction is provided for within 
the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (and subsequent amendment of June 2007). As this is reserved 
legislation it is the UK Government Home Office that provides a general licence to cover those doctors 
who have been approved by the UK Government Department of Health. 

The Drugs Licensing and Compliance unit of the Home Office do not hold record centrally of 
licences issued by region or country. 

As of April 2012 the power to issues licenses for the use of controlled substances for the treatment 
of addiction will be devolved to Scottish Ministers. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether random drug 
testing is carried out on people on methadone programmes. 

 (S4W-03193) 

Michael Matheson: Clinicians are advised to undertake random urine tests where appropriate by 
the Drugs Misuse and Dependence – UK guidelines on clinical management (more commonly known 
as the Orange Guidelines). The guidelines state that urine tests, while providing pharmacological and 
psychosocial interventions, should be used when assessing and responding to progress and failure to 
benefit. Information to patients by organisations such as Patient UK also mention that urine tests will 
be done from “time to time”. 

Justice 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
pleadings by video conference took place in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10 and (c) 2010-11. 

 (S4W-02903) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it, or any of its agencies, has been advised of a recommendation to relocate the 
Scottish Police Services Authority and, if so, where the recommendation originates. 

 (S4W-02958) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have not been advised of any new recommendation to relocate any of the 
services provided by the Scottish Police Services Authority from their existing locations across 
Scotland, other than those announced to parliament on 2 December 2010. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans there are to extend the CashBack for Communities scheme to include more help for victims and 
victim organisations. 

 (S4W-03021) 



Kenny MacAskill: Cashback for Communities reinvests the proceeds of crime in community 
activities for young people and works through a series of partnerships with Scottish sporting, arts, 
business and youth associations. To date, over £43 million has been invested or committed to a wide 
range of projects in communities affected by crime throughout Scotland, since the inception of 
Cashback for Communities in 2007. 

Presently, all available funding has been committed to projects through to 2013-14 and 
consequently, there is no capacity to fund further projects at this time. However, the Scottish 
Government continues to spend over £5 million per year directly on projects to support victims and 
witnesses as it has done since 2007. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the (a) budget and (b) spend for the CashBack for Communities programme was or has been in (i) 
2007-08, (ii) 2008-09, (iii) 2009-10, (iv) 2010-11 and (v) 2011-12 and what percentage of the spend in 
each year was on payments to victims or victim organisations. 

 (S4W-03026) 

Kenny MacAskill: Cashback for Communities reinvests the proceeds of crime in community 
activities for young people and works through a series of partnerships with Scottish sporting, arts, 
business and youth associations. 

Cashback for Communities is dependent on the availability of funding received from the proceeds of 
crime, rather than being provided as a Scottish Government budget allocation. However, over £43 
million recovered under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002, has been invested or committed to a wide 
range of community projects throughout Scotland since it’s inception in 2007. 

The following table shows a breakdown of the total amount of expenditure and commitments for the 
programme.  

Financial Year Amount (£) 

2007-08 0 

2008-09 5,054,862 

2009-10 5,649,489 

2010-11 5,688,884 

2011-12 11,019,797 

Estimated commitments post-2012  16,555,000 

Total 43,968,032 

 

The Cashback for Communities programme does not directly fund victims or witnesses 
organisations. However the Scottish Government continues to spend over £5 million per year directly 
on projects to support victims and witnesses. 


