
Friday 7 October 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it is 
taking to promote shared-campus schools. 

 (S4W-03034) 

Michael Russell: The joint Scottish Government/COSLA school estate strategy Building Better 
Schools provides guidance across a wide range of issues that authorities may wish to consider when 
determining school provision. It is not, however, prescriptive. It is for authorities to decide the most 
appropriate form of school provision according to local circumstances. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many times it 
has met local authorities to discuss the building of shared-campus schools since 25 April 2009, broken 
down by (a) date and (b) minister involved. 

 (S4W-03035) 

Michael Russell: Scottish Government representatives have not met with local authorities to 
discuss the building of shared campuses during the period in question. Detailed decisions over the 
configuration of particular school building projects are matters for individual authorities. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether local authorities must allow construction of infrastructure for utilities supply on land 
that they own when planning permission has been granted and, if so, whether mobile telephone masts 
are considered such infrastructure. 

 (S4W-02914) 

Aileen Campbell: Planning permission does not in itself allow developers to construct on other 
people’s property. The powers, responsibilities, obligations and other requirements to construct on 
local authority land, or other parties’ land, are set out in various pieces of legislation dependent on the 
type of utility infrastructure involved. 

The Telecommunications Act 1984, as amended by the Communications Act 2003 (link below), 
includes, in Schedule 2, the Electronic Communications Code which makes such provision for relevant 
developers, such as the mobile phone operators, involved in electronic communications. The code 
includes powers to take rights over private land either with the agreement of the landowner, or by 
applying to the sheriff court to set aside the need for an agreement. The code makes special provision 
for works by telecoms operators in relation to roads. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/12/contents. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what procedural differences exist between the circumstances in which it (a) has to consider 
an appeal regarding a rejected planning application and (b) decides to call in a planning application. 

 (S4W-02915) 

Aileen Campbell: In the case of delegated appeals, an appointed reporter issues the decision on 
behalf of Scottish Ministers. In the case of called-in applications, the Planning Minister issues the 
decision. There are no other handling differences.John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and 
Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on setting limits on the number of wind turbines that may be installed in local authority 
areas. 

 (S4W-02931) 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/12/contents


Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government sets no limits on the number of turbines that may be 
installed in local authority areas. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it will take to ensure that it meets the target of building 6,000 new socially rented homes in each 
of the next five years. 

 (S4W-02978) 

Keith Brown: Housing is and will remain a priority for the Scottish Government. Despite the budget 
cuts from Westminster, we have allocated over £600 million in the Spending Review over the next 
three years for housing supply. This will keep us on track to meet our target of 30,000 affordable 
homes over the lifetime of this parliament. At least two-thirds of the 30,000 affordable homes target 
will be for social rent. We have already doubled the funding made available through the 2011 
Innovation and Investment fund. And we will now discuss with the Scottish Federation of Housing 
Associations, COSLA and others the best way to operate a comprehensive affordable housing supply 
programme, which will deliver the homes that Scotland needs. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many empty homes there are. 

 (S4W-02984) 

Keith Brown: As of 2 September 2010, there were 70,000 empty properties in Scotland of which 
24,598 properties recorded as long term empty, based on council tax records. The overall empty 
properties include all properties which have registered for a council tax exemption or discount no 
matter the length of time empty. Long term empty properties are generally properties, liable for council 
tax, which have been empty for six months or longer although the exact time when a property 
becomes a long term empty property depends on the initial reason for being declared empty. Data for 
2011 will be available by the end of the year. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it will take to bring empty homes back into use. 

 (S4W-02985) 

Keith Brown: Bringing empty properties back into use is primarily a matter for individual local 
authorities. Where there are significant issues locally the Scottish Government would expect 
authorities to address these in their Local Housing Strategies. 

In order to support local authorities, the Scottish Government is funding the Scottish Empty Homes 
Partnership, which is run by Shelter Scotland. The partnership supports Local Authorities and other 
parties to work with owners to reduce the number of empty homes with a specific, but not exclusive, 
focus on them being made available for affordable rent or sale. In its first year, the partnership has 
developed a range of guidance material and run training and awareness raising sessions focussed on 
tackling empty homes. 

The Scottish Government will be consulting shortly on its proposals to enable local authorities to 
charge a Council Tax levy on long term empty properties. This will aim both to encourage owners of 
empty homes to make their homes available for rent or sale and to raise additional revenue to fund 
affordable housing. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will introduce the proposed levy on long-term empty homes. 

 (S4W-02986) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government will be consulting shortly on its proposals to enable local 
authorities to charge a council tax levy on long term empty properties. This will aim both to encourage 
empty homeowners to make their homes available for rent or sale and to raise additional revenue to 
fund affordable housing. 



We expect to introduce the legislation to parliament in 2012. Subject to the progress of that 
legislation, this should enable local authorities to start charging a levy from April 2013. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much it expects to raise from the proposed levy on long-term empty homes. 

 (S4W-02987) 

Keith Brown: The amount raised will depend on how many local authorities use the new powers, to 
what extent and also how many owners decide to let or sell their home. 

We estimate that local authorities could raise up to an additional £30 million year through the levy, 
although this would rely on all local authorities using the maximum levy powers. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will ring-fence money raised by the proposed levy on long-term empty homes to fund council house 
building. 

 (S4W-02988) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government proposes that councils should continue to ring-fence the 
revenue raised from reduced discounts and/or levies on the council tax on long term empty homes for 
affordable housing. This revenue could therefore be used to fund council house building, but could 
also fund other types of affordable housing. 

Health and Wellbeing 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the impact would be on adventure tourism in Scotland of the proposed closure of the Adventure 
Activities Licensing Authority; what its position is on the proposals to close the authority, and whether 
it has received any representations on this issue. 

 (S4W-02911) 

Shona Robison: You are aware that the UK Government plan to repeal the Activity Centres (Young 
Persons’ Safety) Act 1995 and abolish the Adventure Activities Licensing regime replacing it with a 
proposed code of practice. You will also be aware that the current licensing regime covers only four 
defined adventure activities (trekking, water sports, caving and climbing) for young persons who are 
aged less than 18 years old. 

I have been in correspondence with the UK Government on this important issue and have also met 
with key Scottish representative groups to ensure I am fully informed of their views. The UK 
Government, via the Health and Safety Executive, have consulted on their proposal – this closed on 
21 September and the responses are now being evaluated from a Scottish perspective so I can 
determine the best option for Scottish providers and users. 

In determining the best option for Scotland I am considering all available options, however, I believe 
it is premature to give a final position for Scotland at this stage – as the code of practice has not yet 
been developed and the responses to the consultation are still being evaluated. 

As this is the Year of Active this Scottish Government is more committed than ever in encouraging 
more people, young and old, to take part in activities and outdoor pursuits so we would not support 
any policy which would counter those ambitions or have an adverse effect on the adventure tourism 
industry. 

 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-02256 by Michael Matheson on 7 September 2011, whether the 
risk assessment by Health Protection Scotland has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre (SPICe). 

 (S4W-03212) 



Michael Matheson: I can confirm that the Health Protection Scotland risk assessment, and its 
companion paper setting out possible options for reducing measles susceptibility in Scotland, have 
been placed in SPICe (bib numbers 53266 and 53267). 

In line with the HPS assessment, the Chief Medical Officer has today written to the NHS in Scotland 
to reiterate the importance of school nurses using the teenage booster point (during S3 in secondary 
school) to check the MMR vaccination status of children. Those who still require one or two doses of 
MMR will be offered vaccination, increasing uptake and reducing susceptibility levels. These 
measures will diminish the current and future risks of measles transmission during adolescence and 
early adulthood. 

To support this reinforcing activity, we have arranged for a software solution linking the child health 
schools system to the Scottish immunisation recall system to enable school nurses to check the 
recorded vaccination status of children. 

In the same letter the Chief Medical Officer also reiterates the importance of vaccinating NHS staff 
against measles. 

Justice 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
police support staff there have been in each police force in each year since 2001. 

Holding answer issued: 30 September 2011 (S4W-02796) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on police support staff are available as a snapshot figure at the end 
of each quarter. Data on a full-time equivalent basis are available from September 2003. Data 
provided in the following table are as at 30 September 2003 to as at 30 June from 2011. 

Police Support Staff (FTE) as at 30 September 2003 to as at 30 June 2011 

Quarter
1,2

 Central 

Dumfries 
and 

Galloway Fife Grampian 

Lothian 
and 

Borders Northern Strathclyde Tayside 

 
SPSA

3,

4
 

SCDE
A

4
 

Scotland
5
 

Q3 2003 326 251 409 632 1,102 361 2,466 559 - - 6,105 

Q4 2003 332 277 423 634 1,117 427 2,485 565 - - 6,260 

Q1 2004 320 281 411 654 1,149 361 2,387 565 - - 6,128 

Q2 2004 328 272 459 692 1,261 375 2,616 573 - - 6,575 

Q3 2004 326 267 473 718 1,211 377 2,506 581 - - 6,458 

Q4 2004 323 268 493 714 1,225 379 2,539 592 - - 6,532 

Q1 2005 336 268 484 727 1,247 383 2,546 611 - - 6,602 

Q2 2005 333 268 509 727 1,259 401 2,721 617 - - 6,835 

Q3 2005 332 273 496 729 1,279 408 2,839 607 - - 6,963 

Q4 2005 327 267 497 735 1,274 401 2,926 603 - - 7,030 

Q1 2006 338 276 530 757 1,301 397 2,975 614 - - 7,187 

Q2 2006 338 268 522 762 1,302 397 3,036 625 - - 7,249 

Q3 2006 394 270 530 752 1,315 383 3,027 624 - - 7,294 

Q4 2006 394 270 528 767 1,330 384 3,083 635 - - 7,392 

Q1 2007 386 262 526 780 1,335 383 3,046 634 - - 7,352 

Q2 2007 388 250 505 740 1,210 371 2,669 535 874 - 7,543 

Q3 2007 346 261 477 718 1,156 377 2,688 504 883 - 7,411 

Q4 2007 349 263 545 753 1,264 380 2,663 507 896 - 7,621 

Q1 2008 353 264 477 759 1,265 366 2,632 509 903 - 7,528 

Q2 2008 369 251 477 722 1,195 334 2,501 478 1,173 76 7,577 

Q3 2008 339 252 476 720 1,186 332 2,474 478 1,194 77 7,529 

Q4 2008 334 252 479 710 1,202 343 2,502 488 1,188 82 7,579 

Q1 2009 335 252 522 720 1,211 355 2,536 509 1,190 83 7,713 

Q2 2009 334 258 469 725 1,211 361 2,550 505 1,186 91 7,691 

Q3 2009 343 257 473 744 1,257 360 2,571 517 1,196 90 7,808 

Q4 2009 350 255 473 737 1,284 354 2,558 532 1,202 95 7,841 

Q1 2010 357 257 469 733 1,281 352 2,524 543 1,233 112 7,862 

Q2 2010 358 252 471 723 1,270 340 2,495 552 1,258 123 7,841 

Q3 2010 353 253 475 712 1,252 346 2,491 565 1,252 135 7,833 

Q4 2010 342 248 476 693 1,238 337 2,453 551 1,236 133 7,708 



Q1 2011 326 215 460 661 1,148 333 2,415 549 1,210 130 7,447 

Q2 2011 299 222 441 620 1,122 307 2,325 505 1,141 127 7,109 

Notes: 
1. Figures are as the end of the respective quarter: Q1=31 March, Q2=30 June, Q3=30 September, 
Q4=31 December. 
2. Full-time equivalent figures have only been available from September 2003. 
3. The Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) was created in April 2007. 
4. Separate figures for the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) and the Scottish Crime and Drug 
Enforcement Agency (SCDEA) are not available prior to as at 30 June 2008. 
5. Scotland totals may not equal the sum of the parts due to rounding. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
support staff have been employed by the Scottish Police Services Authority in each year since 2007. 

Holding answer issued: 30 September 2011 (S4W-02797) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on police support staff employed by the Scottish Police Services 
Authority (SPSA) are available as a snapshot figure at the end of each quarter. Data on a full-time 
equivalent basis are available from June 2007. Data provided in the following table are as at 30 June 
2007 to as at 30 June from 2011. 

Police Support Staff (FTE) as at 30 June 2007 to as at 30 June 2011 

 Quarter
1,2

 
Scottish Police 

Services Authority
3,4

 

Q2 2007 874 

Q3 2007 883 

Q4 2007 896 

Q1 2008 903 

Q2 2008 1,173 

Q3 2008 1,194 

Q4 2008 1,188 

Q1 2009 1,190 

Q2 2009 1,186 

Q3 2009 1,196 

Q4 2009 1,202 

Q1 2010 1,233 

Q2 2010 1,258 

Q3 2010 1,252 

Q4 2010 1,236 

Q1 2011 1,210 

Q2 2011 1,141 

Notes: 
1. Figures are as the end of the respective quarter: Q1=31 March, Q2=30 June, Q3=30 September, 
Q4=31 December. 
2. Full-time equivalent figures are only been available from June 2007. 
3. The Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) was created in April 2007. 
4. Separate figures for the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) and the Scottish Crime and Drug 
Enforcement Agency (SCDEA) are not available prior to as at 30 June 2008. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many recorded crimes there were or have been in which a firearm was discharged in 
(a) 2009, (b) 2010 and (c) 2011. 

 (S4W-02947) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on the number of crimes and offences recorded by the police in 
which a firearm was alleged to have been used or where a firearm was stolen is published, on a 
financial year basis, by the Scottish Government in the Recorded Crimes and Offences involving 



Firearms, Scotland statistical bulletin series. The most recent year for which data is currently available 
is 2009-10. The number of recorded crimes and offences in which a firearm was discharged, in 2008-
09 and in 2009-10, can be obtained from Tables 5 and 5A in the following link to the most recent 
publication. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/10/25143316/0 

The corresponding information for 2010-11 will be available from the statistical bulletin Recorded 
Crimes and Offences involving Firearms, Scotland, 2010-11 which will be published on 25 October 
2011. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive under 
what circumstances courts can ban the press and media from covering proceedings in sheriff courts. 

 (S4W-03024) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
guidance is issued to sheriffs regarding the circumstances in which they can ban the press from 
reporting on court proceedings. 

 (S4W-03025) 

Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will re-evaluate the zero waste regulations to introduce minimum standards for the extraction of 
recyclables at waste treatment facilities. 

 (S4W-02962) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government will shortly issue our Policy Statement which will set 
out the final measures to be progressed within the Zero Waste (Scotland) Regulations. This follows an 
extensive consultation process with key stakeholders. 

A key aim of the Regulations is to ensure that recyclable material is removed before incineration 
takes place.  

Through Zero Waste Scotland, we are working closely with industry to develop quality standards for 
recycled materials, which will assist in maximising the quantity and quality of recycling in Scotland. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much funding has been allocated through the new entrants to farming scheme in each year since its 
introduction. 

 (S4W-02963) 

Richard Lochhead: The following table shows the current funding allocation per year under the 
“Setting Up Young Farmers – Interest Rate Relief” Option in Rural Priorities, part of the Scotland Rural 
Development Programme. 

Year Value 

2009 £305,933 

2010 £301,094 

2011 £307,424 

2012 £172,788 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/10/25143316/0


2013 £4,843 

2014 £3,965 

2015 £1,506 

2016 £587 

2017 £13 

Total £1,098,153 

Note: These figures are based on approved rural priorities cases with finalised contracts. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many claims have been submitted for funding from the new entrants to farming scheme and how 
many were successful in each year since its introduction. 

 (S4W-02964) 

Richard Lochhead: There have been 79 applications to date under the Rural Priorities Option 
“Setting Up Young Farmers – Interest Rate Relief”. 63 of these have been successful, as detailed in 
the following table: 

Year 
Number of approved 

applications 

2008 0 

2009 17 

2010 19 

2011 27 

Total 63 

Note: These figures are based on approved Rural Priorities cases with finalised contracts. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many new farmers have entered the industry since the introduction of the new entrants to farming 
scheme. 

 (S4W-02965) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
mechanism existed before the introduction of the new entrants to farming scheme to determine the 
number of new entrants to farming on an annual basis. 

 (S4W-02966) 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many new entrants to farming there were in each of the four years preceding the introduction of the 
new entrants to farming scheme. 

 (S4W-02967) 

Richard Lochhead: New entrants who meet the European Union definition of a new entrant to 
farming can apply for support under the “Setting up young farmers – interest rate relief” option within 
the Scotland Rural Development Programme Rural Priorities scheme. 

On the number of new entrant farmers to have accessed the scheme since its introduction in 2008, I 
refer the member to the question to question S4W-02964 on 7 October 2011. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

The Scottish Government does not collect statistics on other new entrants or new entrants who do 
not apply for that specific measure. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
public agencies have enforcement powers to deal with Japanese knotweed. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


 (S4W-02974) 

Stewart Stevenson: Japanese knotweed is listed on Part II of Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (WCA), which makes it an offence (under Section 14 of that Act) for any person 
to plant or otherwise cause it to grow in the wild. Enforcement of the WCA is a matter for the police. 
Offences under sections 14 (Introduction of new species etc.) and 14A (Prohibition on sale etc. of 
certain animals and plants) are also enforced by wildlife inspectors. There is no specific legal duty on 
landowners or any agency to eradicate the species once it is established. 

Japanese knotweed and the soil containing particles of the plants or their rhizomes, once removed, 
is regarded as controlled waste for the purposes of Part II of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 
The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) are responsible for regulating waste. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
statutory duties local authorities have in relation to Japanese knotweed. 

 (S4W-02975) 

Stewart Stevenson: Local Authorities have powers to take action against Japanese knotweed 
where it poses a threat to the local amenity of an area or if it is considered a statutory nuisance. 
Section 179 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 empowers local authorities to 
serve notice requiring an occupier to deal with any land whose condition is adversely affecting the 
amenity of the other land in their area. If the occupier fails to comply, the authority may take control 
action and recover the costs of the action. The use of these powers is a matter for individual local 
authorities to determine. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
agencies have enforcement powers under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to tackle pernicious 
deep-rooted plants. 

 (S4W-02976) 

Stewart Stevenson: Enforcement in relation to offences connected with plants under the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 are a matter for the police. Offences under sections 14 (Introduction of new 
species etc.) and 14A (Prohibition on sale etc. of certain animals and plants) are also enforced by 
wildlife inspectors. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, further 
to the answer to question S4W-02365 by Richard Lochhead on 13 September 2011, whether sheep 
farmers are exempt from the need to obtain 100% accuracy on their on-farm sheep flock registers. 

 (S4W-03003) 

Richard Lochhead: It is firstly important that we distinguish the sheep keeper’s requirements from 
the requirements of the cattle identification regulations. Cattle farmers must ensure that the details in 
their herd register match those on the central database, and that all animals are presented, correctly 
identified and with a passport to match (i.e 100% accuracy). Under the sheep inspection regime it is 
recognised that in many circumstances not every single animal will be gathered, that animals die and 
it may not always be possible to identify and record the dead animal’s identity, sometimes tags will be 
lost and these can be replaced without cross referencing to the original identity where that identity is 
not known. 

EC Regulation 21/2004 requires farmers to maintain an up to date register which must contain 
certain specified information including individual details for animals born after 31 December 2009. 
(except where advantage has been taken of the derogation to allow sheep keepers selling animals 
intended for slaughter before 12 months of age to be identified with a single EID tag). 

The flexibility that Scottish Government obtained from the EU Commission allows those farmers who 
are selling sheep through a Critical Control Point (CCP) to choose to rely on the CCP reads uploaded 
to the ScotEID database to provide the individual IDs required as part of their flock records. Where a 
100% read rate has not been achieved the flexibility obtained will ensure that the farmer does not 
incur a cross compliance penalty for this particular element of the Regulation. 



Farmers purchasing animals through a CCP may also choose to rely on the CCP reads uploaded to 
the ScotEID database, however the flexibility obtained in relation to moves onto a holding for fully 
identified EID sheep means that farmers are advised to monitor their read rates. Clearly the further 
read rates are from the average the more likely it is that a farmer may face the risk of penalties. 
However if a farmer obtains read rates that are near the national average, they can take comfort that 
they are less likely to fall foul of the inspectors. 

Farmers must still comply with all other elements of the sheep identification legislation. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
following negotiations with the European Commission, what percentage of accuracy Scottish sheep 
farmers will be required to obtain with their on-farm sheep flock registers before incurring penalties. 

 (S4W-03004) 

Richard Lochhead: EC Regulation 21/2004 requires farmers to maintain an up to date register 
which must contain certain specified information including individual details for animals born after 31 
December 2009. (except where advantage has been taken of the derogation to allow sheep keepers 
selling animals intended for slaughter before 12 months of age to be identified with a single EID tag).  

The flexibility that Scottish Government obtained from the EU Commission allows those farmers who 
are selling sheep through a Critical Control Point (CCP) to choose to rely on the CCP reads uploaded 
to the ScotEID database to provide the individual IDs required as part of their flock records. Where a 
100% read rate has not been achieved the flexibility obtained will ensure that the farmer does not 
incur a cross compliance penalty for this particular element of the Regulation. 

Farmers purchasing animals through a CCP may also choose to rely on the CCP reads uploaded to 
the ScotEID database, however the flexibility obtained in relation to moves onto a holding for fully 
identified EID sheep means that farmers are advised to monitor their read rates. Clearly the further 
read rates are from the average the more likely it is that a farmer may face the risk of penalties. 
However, if a farmer obtains read rates that are near the national average, they can take comfort that 
they are less likely to fall foul of the inspectors. 

Where low read rates are discovered at inspection, officials will be assessing these inspections 
centrally before applying penalties to ensure a consistent approach which takes account of the limits 
of the technology. 


