
Tuesday 26 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the estimated cost will be of the proposed turnback facility at Croy railway station. 

 (S4W-1396) 

Keith Brown: The provision of a possible turn-back facility at Croy Station is one of the 
infrastructure enhancements currently under consideration as part of the Edinburgh Glasgow 
Improvements Programme (EGIP). 

The current estimates are for project infrastructure costs of around £1bn dependent on the level of 
infrastructure enhancements required to deliver the project objectives. At the current early stages of 
design development, the proposed turn-back facility at Croy has an indicative estimate of £40m (with 
a cost confidence level of plus or minus 25%). 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how much it will pay annually to subsidise the proposed two-new-trains-per-hour service 
between Croy and Glasgow Queen Street stations, as part of the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvement 
Programme. 

 

 (S4W-1397) 

Keith Brown: The provision of a possible turn-back platform at Croy Station is one of the 
infrastructure enhancements currently under consideration as part of the Edinburgh Glasgow 
Improvement Programme. In addition to Edinburgh to Glasgow journey time improvements, the new 
facility if required, would enable new additional Glasgow to Croy local services to be introduced in 
2016. 

The new train services will be provided as part of any future contract for rail passenger services. 
The balance between subsidy levels and revenue generation will be determined through the 
negotiation of the future contract, which is due to come into effect in 2014. 

 

Alex Fergusson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Executive what efforts were made to identify the number of rural registered 
homeless people when carrying out the 2011 Census. 

 

 (S4W-1414) 

Fiona Hyslop: To ensure that everyone who was homeless was included in the Census, the 
Registrar General collaborated closely with local authorities and with voluntary bodies involved in the 
care of homeless people. The census questionnaire did not ask people whether or not they were 
registered as homeless: the number of registered homeless people is published quarterly by the 
Scottish Government at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Housing-Regeneration/RefTables. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to introduce legislation to give local authorities enhanced powers to deal with 
businesses that do not maintain their buildings adequately. 

 

 (S4W-1466) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Housing-Regeneration/RefTables


Aileen Campbell: Powers are already available to local authorities under the Building (Scotland) 
Act 2003 to intervene where owners allow their building to become defective or dangerous. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the average number of population per councillor is in each local authority 
area. 

 

 (S4W-1472) 

Aileen Campbell: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it is an offence for a public sector organisation to use in an official 
publication a name for an area other than the one by which it is traditionally known. 

 

 (S4W-1616) 

John Swinney: There is no specific criminal offence of misnaming an area or locality. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether further 
changes will require to be made to reform the NHS pension scheme in light of the position adopted by 
HM Treasury. 

 

Holding answer issued: 20 July 2011 (S4W-1158) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Occupational pensions policy is reserved. It is not yet clear which of the range of 
potential longer-term reforms to the NHS Superannuation scheme the UK Government is currently 
considering will become policy. The Scottish Government understands that the UK Government is 
currently engaged in high-level negotiations with Trade Unions and does not intend to announce the 
detail of potential longer-term reforms until autumn 2011. 

In relation to the UK Government’s short-term policy of increasing employee contribution rates by an 
average of 3.2% of pay, the Scottish Government has set out its opposition to this approach. 
However, HM Treasury has made it clear that it expects the Scottish Government to apply this policy 
to the NHS Superannuation Scheme (Scotland). The UK Government has yet to announce the formal 
details of how that policy will be applied to the NHS Superannuation Scheme. 

Though Scottish Ministers have some devolved powers, HM Treasury is able to exercise a 
significant degree of financial and legal control over the design and operation of NHS Superannuation 
Scheme (Scotland). That level of control places severe limitations on Scottish Ministers’ ability to 
design a different NHS scheme from that implemented by the UK Government. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth set out the Scottish 
Government’s position in relation to the UK Government’s short and long term proposals for reform to 
parliament on 22 June. He reinforced the Scottish Government’s commitment to public service 
pensions that are affordable, sustainable and fair and set out the Scottish Government’s opposition to 
the approach the UK Government has taken to short-term increases in employee contributions as the 
wrong course of action at this time.  

He urged the UK Government to accept that pension reform requires consensus to be built and take 
a different approach to handling reform. While the Scottish Government accepts that a case has been 
made for longer-term reform of public service pensions, the Scottish Government is committed to 
consider that case in consultation with stakeholders and in order to facilitate this consultation has 
called on the UK Government to support a more appropriate timetable for reform in Scotland. 

 



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it is taking to reverse the decline in clinical trials. 

 (S4W-1204) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A decline in commercial clinical trials is being experienced across Europe for a 
number of reasons, but long delays to trial commencement and poor patient recruitment are 
frequently cited as areas where the UK lags behind other countries. The Chief Scientist Office (CSO) 
of the Scottish Government Health Directorates is seeking to maximise the opportunities for Scotland 
by addressing these barriers through the activities of NHS Research Scotland (NRS). 

NRS is a collaboration between CSO and the NHS Boards in Scotland focused on delivering greater 
efficiency and effectiveness to both commercial and non-commercial clinical trials. Through the work 
of NRS, we have seen significant reductions in the time taken to start trials in Scotland, and NRS is 
now working to deliver patient recruitment to target and on time. These improvements have been 
welcomed by organisations placing trials in Scotland, and the Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) has funded workshops in Scotland and England to promote and raise 
awareness of the NRS offering. In recognition that greater efficiencies can be delivered through 
collaborative working, NRS also works closely with the ABPI and individual pharmaceutical and 
clinical research organisations through the NRS Industry Partnership Forum. 

Justice 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what its position is on the importance of the role of prison visiting committees, following its 
consultation on the independent monitoring of prisons. 

 

 (S4W-1374) 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it will maintain a separate monitoring role for prison visiting committees. 

 

 (S4W-1375) 

Kenny MacAskill: We consulted formally in January and February on the most effective way of 
providing independent monitoring of prisons. 

The consultation received a significant number of detailed submissions which we are currently 
considering. A formal response will be published shortly. 

 

Johann Lamont (Glasgow Pollok) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Security Industry Authority investigations in Scotland have led to prosecutions. 

 

 (S4W-1452) 

Kenny MacAskill: There have been two prosecutions following Security Industry Authority 
investigations. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
transitional arrangements are in place to ensure continuity of care for the children affected by closure 
of St Philip’s Secure Unit in Airdrie. 

 

 (S4W-1454) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has not received any formal notification from the 
board of managers about the future of St Philip’s secure unit. 



It is for the local authorities responsible for the care of young people currently resident at St Philip’s 
secure unit to work with the unit and other relevant parties to ensure children and young people 
receive effective and well planned transitional arrangements. 

The Scottish Government has funded Who Cares? Scotland to provide additional advocacy and 
support to young people resident at St Philip’s secure unit affected by the outcome of the tender 
process. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
transitional arrangements are in place to ensure continuity of care for the children affected by closure 
of St Philip’s Residential Unit in Airdrie. 

 

 (S4W-1455) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has not received any formal notification from the 
board of managers about the future of St Philip’s residential unit. 

It is for the local authorities responsible for the care of young people resident at St Philip’s 
residential unit to work with St Philip’s and other relevant parties to ensure children and young people 
receive effective and well planned transitional arrangements. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
transitional arrangements are in place to ensure continuity of care for the children affected by closure 
of St Philip’s Day Care Unit in Airdrie. 

 

 (S4W-1456) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has not received any formal notification from the 
board of managers about the future of St Philip’s day school. 

It is for the local authorities responsible for the care of young people resident at St Philip’s day 
school to work with St Philip’s and other relevant parties to ensure children and young people receive 
effective and well planned transitional arrangements. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
staff made redundant as a result of the decision to remove preferred bidder status from St Philip’s 
Secure Unit in Airdrie will be given enhanced redundancy payments. 

 

 (S4W-1457) 

Kenny MacAskill: The terms of any redundancy package are a matter between the employer and 
their staff. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
action is being taken to help staff who lose their jobs as a result of the decision to remove preferred 
bidder status from St Philip’s Secure Unit in Airdrie secure alternative employment. 

 

 (S4W-1458) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government have not received formal notification about the future 
of St Philip’s secure unit. However, I understand that, at the request of the board of managers of St 
Philip’s, Partnership Action for Continuing Employment (PACE) have met with managers and staff of 
St Philip’s and presentations for staff commenced on 4 July 2011. 

 



Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
criteria Scotland Excel employs when deciding which secure units to award preferred bidder status; 
how those criteria were arrived at, and which organisation or body was responsible for establishing 
them. 

 

 (S4W-1459) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the report by the Director for the Scotland Excel Executive 
Sub Committee of 17 June 2011 and published on Renfrewshire council’s website. The report can be 
accessed at: 

http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/ilwwcm/publishing.nsf/Content/ce-jl-joint-boards-agendas-
minutes?OpenDocument&BOARD=Scotland+Excel+Executive+Sub+Committee. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many children were admitted to HMYOI Polmont within two years of leaving secure care, in each of 
the last three years. 

 

 (S4W-1482) 

Kenny MacAskill: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with the Crown Office about allegations of interception of telephone communications by media 
organisations. 

 

 (S4W-1590) 

Kenny MacAskill: On the assumption that this question relates to the telephone hacking 
allegations reported in the media, the Scottish Government has liaised with the Crown Office in 
relation to the terms of reference of the UK Government judicial inquiry. 

Office of the First Minister 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it considers that the decision of the Malawi Government to expel the British High 
Commissioner will have an impact on people delivering aid and development programmes in Malawi 
run by organisations supported by the Scottish Government. 

Holding answer issued: 19 July 2011 (S4W-1055) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government does not expect there to be any impact on people 
delivering aid and development programmes in Malawi, run by organisations supported by the 
Scottish Government. The Scottish Government funding goes directly to Scottish based charities 
working with local partner organisations in Malawi. The Scottish Government’s Co-operation 
Agreement with Malawi identifies priority areas for development. Over £5 million has been allocated to 
the Malawi Development Programme over the next two financial years, to which the Scottish 
Government remains committed. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it considers that the decision of the Malawi Government to expel the British High 
Commissioner will have an impact on aid and development programmes in Malawi run by 
organisations supported by the Scottish Government. 

Holding answer issued: 19 July 2011 (S4W-1056) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government does not expect there to be any impact on aid and 
development programmes in Malawi, run by organisations supported by the Scottish Government. 

http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/ilwwcm/publishing.nsf/Content/ce-jl-joint-boards-agendas-minutes?OpenDocument&BOARD=Scotland+Excel+Executive+Sub+Committee
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/ilwwcm/publishing.nsf/Content/ce-jl-joint-boards-agendas-minutes?OpenDocument&BOARD=Scotland+Excel+Executive+Sub+Committee


The Scottish Government funding goes directly to Scottish based charities working with local partner 
organisations in Malawi. The Scottish Government’s Co-operation Agreement with Malawi identifies 
priority areas for development. Over £5 million has been allocated to the Malawi Development 
Programme over the next two financial years, to which the Scottish Government remains committed. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the current political 
situation in Malawi and the potential impact on aid and development programmes in Malawi run by 
organisations supported by the Scottish Government. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 July 2011 (S4W-1057) 

Fiona Hyslop: I met with Andrew Mitchell, Secretary of State for International Development, on 10 
June 2011, and reiterated Scotland’s commitment to the people of Malawi. There was solid 
agreement at the meeting that interventions channelled through Scottish NGOs should continue to be 
directed for the benefit of people in Malawi. The Scottish Government funding goes directly to Scottish 
based charities working with local partner organisations in Malawi. Over £5 million has already been 
allocated to the Malawi Development Programme over the next 2 years, to which the Scottish 
Government remains committed. Scottish Government officials remain in close contact with both the 
FCO and DfID about the current political situation in Malawi. 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENTARY CORPORATE BODY 

  John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body how many (a) media and (b) publicity officers it has employed in each year since 
1999. 

(S4W-1598)

Mary Scanlon (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): The Scottish 
Parliament employs media officers. 

Excluding the Head of Office please find below the number of full time media officer posts at the 
start of each year since 1999. This includes a number of posts which were fixed term and 
secondments. 

In November 2010, the Scottish Parliament committed to reducing its overall Parliament staff 
complement by around 50 staff by 31 March 2013. A review of the Media Relations Office was 
undertaken in early 2011 and the office is now staffed by five media officer posts. 

1999 2 media officers 

2000 2 media officers 

2001 2 media officers 

2002 3 media officers 

2003 3 media officers 

2004 4 media officers 

2005 4 media officers 

2006 4 media officers 

2007 4 media officers 

2008 7 media officers 

2009 6 media officers (+1 vacant post) 

2010 7 media officers 

July 2011 5 media officers  

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-1321 
S4W-1322 
S4W-1323 
S4W-1324 
S4W-1343 
S4W-1344 



S4W-1345 
S4W-1346 
S4W-1347 
S4W-1350 
S4W-1353 
S4W-1354 
S4W-1355 
S4W-1356 
S4W-1357 
S4W-1376 


