
Friday 22 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will provide a breakdown of the age participation index in higher education by National 
Statistics-Socio Economic Classification class for each of the last five years for which figures are 
available. 

 (S4W-1432) 

Michael Russell: Information identifying the National Statistics-Socio Economic Classification (NS-
SEC) class of entrants to higher education is not available for all entrants included in the Age 
Participation Index (API), in particular this information is not available for entrants to Scottish Colleges. 
It is reasonable to expect that college entrants would be more likely, on average, to be classed at the 
lower end of the NS-SEC (classes 4 to 7) and so analysis on only entrants to Scottish higher 
education institutions would be expected to be skewed towards higher classes in the NS-SEC (classes 
1 to 3) and is therefore likely to misrepresent the true picture of participation among those from 
relatively disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Analysis by entrants from deprived areas and analysis of entrants from NS-SEC classes are both 
commonly used as a measure of participation by those from relatively socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds. The most recent API (relating to academic year 2008-09) was calculated for those 
entrants from the 20% most deprived areas in Scotland, according to the Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (SIMD). The following table is an extract from the most recent update of the API, the full 
publication can be accessed at the following internet address: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/25161104/0. The full publication includes additional 
analysis of entrants from deprived areas by local authority. 

For more detail on the use SIMD in the calculation of the API can found in the methodological note 
within the publication, or accessed online at the following address: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Lifelong-learning/APImethod. 

The next update of the API will be released by the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) on 28 July 2011, 
with updated time-series to included 2009-10 figures. This publication will be available from the SFC’s 
statistics website http://www.sfc.ac.uk/statistics/statistics.aspx. 

Deprived areas Age Participation Index for Scotland: 2001-02 to 2008-09 
Year Number of Entrants API Deprived Areas Non-Deprived Areas 

2001-02 29,310 43.9 26.0 48.5 

2002-03 28,655 43.9 23.3 50.0 

2003-04 28,485 41.0 22.8 46.0 

2004-05 27,825 40.4 23.3 45.0 

2005-06 28,450 42.2 23.4 47.4 

2006-07 27,830 43.3 23.4 48.9 

2007-08 27,055 42.0 23.4 47.1 

2008-09 28,415 42.8 24.8 47.6 

Sources: Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA), Scottish Funding Council (SFC) and the 
General Register Office for Scotland (GROS). 

Note: The calculation of participation rates for deprived areas relies on a process of matching 
postcodes contained in student records to those in postcode directories and further matching of 
postcodes to datazones contained within the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD). 

Student records containing incomplete/invalid postcodes are excluded from this calculation, as are 
those with valid postcodes that cannot be matched to the SIMD. 

The "total" figure from this deprived areas age participation index is therefore not an exact match to 
the figures shown in the Age Participation Index (API) for Scotland. 

Overall this index is 0.2 percentage points lower than the API for Scotland for the same year. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/25161104/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Lifelong-learning/APImethod
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/statistics/statistics.aspx


In 2008-09, 99.6 per cent of entrant records were successfully matched to postcode directories, and 
to the SIMD, used for analysis by deprived areas. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what its timetable is for introducing the warm homes fund. 

 

 (S4W-1221) 

Alex Neil: The warm homes fund will deliver renewable energy and energy efficient homes in those 
communities worse affected by fuel poverty. We expect to publish more details on the fund following 
the spending review. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how the warm homes fund will operate. 

 

 (S4W-1222) 

Alex Neil: The warm homes fund will deliver renewable energy and energy efficient homes in those 
communities worse affected by fuel poverty. We expect to publish more details on the fund in the 
spending review. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how the warm homes fund will be targeted to benefit the people most affected by fuel poverty. 

 

 (S4W-1223) 

Alex Neil: The warm homes fund will deliver renewable energy and energy-efficient homes in those 
areas worse affected by fuel poverty. The operational details, including the fuel poverty criteria, are 
being worked on and will be announced in due course. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the percentage change in emergency admissions has been for the NHS in each year since 2008-09, 
also broken down by (a) NHS board, (b) community health partnership, (c) GP practice and (d) per 
100 patients identified by Scottish Patients at Risk of Readmission or Admission (SPARRA). 

 

 (S4W-950) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Tables showing the percentage change in emergency admissions between 2008-
09 and 2009-10 for NHS Boards, Community Health Partnerships and GP practices have been placed 
in the Scottish Parliament’s Reference Centre (Bib number. 53052). 

Statistics per 100 patients identified by Scottish Patients at Risk of Readmission or Admission 
(SPARRA) have not been produced. This is because SPARRA is run quarterly and the requested 
statistic would be based on a snapshot reflecting the number of “SPARRA patients” within a locality at 
a particular point in time within the financial year. The patients on a SPARRA list will change from 
quarter to quarter and  can be impacted by data coverage and quality constraints at the time of list 
generation. Consequently statistics showing changes in “admissions per 100 SPARRA patients” could 
be misleading. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how much funding it has provided to (a) sportscotland and (b) sport governing bodies in 
each year since 1999. 



 

 (S4W-1232) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government has provided the following amounts of Grant-in-Aid to 
sportscotland for the financial years noted (as published by sportscotland in their annual reports): 

Year Amount (£m) 

1999-00 £10.011m 

2000-01 £10.182m 

2001-02 £13.031m 

2002-03 £16.375m 

2003-04 £13.108m 

2004-05 £21.345m 

2005-06 £25.427m 

2006-07 £29.689m 

2007-08 £46.257m 

2008-09 £41.477m 

2009-10 £49.312m* 

2010-11 £41.600m 

 

The Scottish Government does not provide direct funding to sport governing bodies as such funding 
is provided by sportscotland. I have asked the Chief Executive of sportscotland to write to you 
separately with that information. 

*The increase in sportscotland’s baseline for 2009-10 was predominately to fund relocation and 
redundancy following the decision in 2008 to relocate to Glasgow. This avoided diverting funds away 
from sporting governing bodies. Re-profiling of the elite athlete funding also led to a one off increase in 
funding. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how much of the funding provided to (a) sportscotland and (b) sport governing bodies in 
each year since 1999 has been spent on (i) administration, (ii) capital investment, (iii) support for local 
sports development and (iv) support for individual competitors. 

 

 (S4W-1233) 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how much of the funding provided to (a) sportscotland and (b) sport governing bodies in 
each year since 1999 was awarded (i) without competition and (ii) following a competitive bid process. 

 

 (S4W-1234) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government provides sportscotland with an annual Grant in Aid 
award as set out in the Budget Bill for each financial year. It is a matter for sportscotland, and in turn 
for the sport governing bodies, to allocate these resources to meet operational needs in line with their 
business objectives.  

I have asked the chief executive of sportscotland to write to you separately with this information. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what measures of effectiveness it applies to funding awarded to (a) sportscotland and (b) 
sport governing bodies. 

 (S4W-1235) 

Shona Robison: Scottish Ministers set conditions and priorities within the grant aid provided to 
sportscotland against which the performance of all investment can be measured. As part of the on-
going sponsorship function, sportscotland is required to submit regular reports to the Scottish 



Government to demonstrate what it is doing to deliver key objectives and Ministerial priorities. This is 
in line with the rigorous monitoring of expenditure as set out in the Scottish Public Finance Manual. 

In terms of sport governing bodies, the monitoring of achievement and meeting of objectives is 
undertaken by sportscotland, and I have asked the Chief Executive to write to you separately with that 
information. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what its position is on whether the funding provided to (a) sportscotland and (b) sport 
governing bodies helps to improve the results obtained in sporting competitions. 

 

 (S4W-1236) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is convinced that the funding made available to elite 
sportsmen and women has made a significant contribution to the results obtained by the Scotland 
team. At the Delhi Commonwealth Games in 2010 for instance, the Scottish team exceeded it medal 
target by bringing home 26 medals.  

This success by our elite sports people will be further enhanced by the Scottish Government’s 
added investment of £2.3 million in 2010-11 and a further £3.3 million this year and we look forward to 
continued success at the Glasgow Commonwealth Games in 2014. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many of the (a) chief executives, (b) senior staff and (c) board members of (i) 
sportscotland and (ii) sport governing bodies that receive Scottish Government funding receive a 
salary of over £100,000 per annum for those roles. 

 

 (S4W-1237) 

Shona Robison: No members of staff at sportscotland receive a salary in excess of £100,000. 

Although governing bodies receive funding from sportscotland, as independent commercial 
organisations they receive funding from other avenues and it is a matter for them to determine their 
own remuneration policies. 

Justice 

Johann Lamont (Glasgow Pollok) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
investigations the Security Industry Authority has carried out in Scotland. 

 

 (S4W-1451) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Security Industry Authority have carried out three investigations in Scotland. 

 

Johann Lamont (Glasgow Pollok) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
Security Industry Authority investigations in Scotland have led to successful prosecutions. 

 

 (S4W-1453) 

Kenny MacAskill: There have been two successful prosecutions following Security Industry 
Authority investigations. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-1195 
S4W-1205 
S4W-1206 
S4W-1207 



S4W-1208 
S4W-1209 
S4W-1242 
S4W-1275 


