
Wednesday 20 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive when it plans to award scholarships for children of military personnel who have 
been killed on active duty and what level of funding it will allocate. 

 

 (S4W-1116) 

Michael Russell: The First Minister announced further and higher education bursaries for the 
children of fallen Scottish service personnel at the Armed Forces day in Edinburgh on Saturday 25 
June 2011. 

Bursaries between £1,500 and £8,240 a year per person are intended to help young people who 
have lost parents in action to attend college or university. 

The scheme has been introduced retrospectively to all eligible applicants from academic year 2010-
11 onwards. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide 
the results of any assessment undertaken of the provision of childcare vouchers since August 2009.  

 

 (S4W-1245) 

Angela Constance: Following the January-June 2009 Scottish Government campaign and report to 
promote increased use of childcare vouchers in Scotland, no further assessment has been undertaken 
on the provision of childcare vouchers. The Scottish Government report can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/publications/2009/08/promotingvouchers. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress has been made on expanding nursery education in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-1351) 

Angela Constance: Since August 2007, as part of the Concordat agreement between Scottish 
Government and COSLA, the minimum entitlement to pre-school education for all three and four year 
olds changed from 412.5 hours to 475 hours per annum. 

Local authorities have the flexibility to go further in order to meet their local priorities. Several 
councils across Scotland therefore offer additional entitlement such as offering free pre-school 
education closer to a child’s third birthday or extending the entitlement to cover vulnerable two-year-
olds. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress will be made over the next five years on expanding nursery education. 

 

 (S4W-1352) 

Angela Constance: We will continue to work with our local government partners so that we 
continue to enhance and improve pre-school education. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will begin development of an infrastructure for electric cars and at what estimated cost. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/publications/2009/08/promotingvouchers


 

Holding answer issued: 19 July 2011 (S4W-1025) 

Keith Brown: The roll-out of charging infrastructure for electric vehicles in Scotland has 
commenced with the £3.3m Low Carbon Vehicle Procurement Support Scheme, for public bodies, 
which we ran in conjunction with local authorities in 2010-11. This scheme delivered over 150 low 
carbon vehicles to Scotland and 80 electric charging points. We are currently working with local 
authorities to identify further installations to expand the network. These will include those delivered 
through the UK Government’s Plugged in Places scheme which is worth a total of £3.1m to Scotland 
over 2011-12 - 2012-13, including £1.45m of match funding from the UK Government. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
of the transport budget was spent on low-carbon, active and sustainable travel in 2010-11 and how 
much this will increase in (a) 2011-12 and (b) 2012-13. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 July 2011 (S4W-1026) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows Scottish Government budget allocations for low-carbon, 
active and sustainable travel: 

 2010-11 2011-12 
 

Total funding for low-carbon, active and 
sustainable travel 

£21.7m £25.1m 

 

Decisions on funding for 2012-13 will be subject to the Spending Review which is currently under way. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S4W-00368 by Keith Brown on 9 June 2011, how many of the homes 
will be (a) general, (b) amenity and (c) sheltered housing. 

 

Holding answer issued: 19 July 2011 (S4W-1033) 

Keith Brown: Information split by amenity and sheltered housing is not held centrally. The following 
table however shows the estimated completions for 2011-12 in each local authority area for both 
general needs (GN) and particular needs (PN) by (a) housing association, (b) housing co-operative 
and (c) by local authority: 

Estimated Completions 2011-12 

Local Authority 
Area 

Est HA 
Completions 

Est Co-op 
Completions 

Est LA 
Completions 

Total 

 GN PN GN PN GN PN  

Aberdeen City 44 20 65 0 151 0 280 

Aberdeenshire 18 34   35 0 87 

Angus 41 3     44 

Argyll & Bute 43 16     59 

Clackmannanshire 44 3     47 

Dumfries & Galloway  
105 

 
9 

     
114 

Dundee 92 0   32 0 124 

East Ayrshire 81 24   0 40 145 

East Dunbartonshire  
38 

 
3 

   
18 

 
1 

 
60 

East Lothian 73 3     76 

East Renfrewshire 89 14     103 

Edinburgh 299 147     446 

Falkirk 48 10   96 0 154 



Local Authority 
Area 

Est HA 
Completions 

Est Co-op 
Completions 

Est LA 
Completions 

Total 

Fife 161 96   39 18 314 

Glasgow 1023 239 2 0   1264 

Highland 298 12   51 0 361 

Inverclyde 50 190     240 

Midlothian 54 3   136 1 194 

Moray 134 9     143 

North Ayrshire 102 16   40 0 158 

North Lanarkshire 183 0     183 

Orkney 65 15   26 12 118 

Perth & Kinross 94 17   81 0 192 

Renfrewshire 46 47     93 

Scottish Borders       0 

Shetland 58 2     60 

South Ayrshire 56 20   68 0 144 

South Lanarkshire 186 112     298 

Stirling 53 3   25 0 81 

West Dunbartonshire  
48 

 
139 

     
187 

West Lothian 55 4     59 

Western Isles 101 4     105 

Total 3782 1214 67 0 798 72 5933 

In the answer to question S4W-00368 the total estimated figure for Glasgow was shown as 987. 
This figure however excluded estimated completions for GHA at 277 which increases the Glasgow 
total to 1,264. The anticipated East Dunbartonshire total previously estimated at 91 has been revised 
to 60. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the 
recent energy price increases announced by Scottish Power will impact on its target for the eradication 
of fuel poverty by 2016. 

 

 (S4W-1072) 

Alex Neil: Scottish ministers have expressed their concern over recent price increases announced 
by Scottish Power, both to the Company itself and the regulator, Ofgem. We estimate that up to a 
further 170,000 households could be placed into fuel poverty if the increase was replicated across all 
suppliers. Scottish ministers remain committed to the 2016 target but it is extremely challenging in the 
light of recent energy price increases. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
measures it has in place to mitigate the impact of the recent energy price increases announced by 
Scottish Power. 

 

 (S4W-1073) 

Alex Neil MSP: Scottish ministers have expressed their concern over the recent price increases 
announced by Scottish power and its impact on fuel poverty. In meetings with Scottish Power up to 
£10m has been secured for energy efficiency programmes in Scotland. This Government’s fuel 
poverty programmes continue to deliver assistance to vulnerable households. The Energy Assistance 
Package has grant funded over 20,000 heating installations since April 2009 and improved the annual 
income of pensioners and families by over £4.2m. The Home Insulation Scheme and universal Home 
Insulation Scheme have helped over 500,000 people since November 2009. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Finance has also issued a letter to Ofgem voicing concern over this 
alarming trend in utility pricing, especially the impact on vulnerable customers. 



 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many households are likely to fall into fuel poverty following the recent energy price increases 
announced by Scottish Power. 

 

 (S4W-1074) 

Alex Neil MSP: Ministers have expressed their concern over the recent price increases announced 
by Scottish Power and its impact on fuel poverty. Our estimate is that up to an additional 170,000 
households could be placed into fuel poverty if the increase is replicated across all suppliers. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
funding will be allocated to the Universal Home Insulation Scheme in (a) 2011, (b) 2012, (c) 2013, (d) 
2014, (e) 2015 and (f) 2016. 

 

 (S4W-1078) 

Alex Neil: In 2011-12, a budget of £12.5 million will be available to support the Universal Home 
Insulation Scheme. Funding beyond 2011-12 will be a matter for the Spending Review, and 
subsequent Reviews. 

Invitations to local authorities to bid for funding for UHIS in 2011-12 were issued on 1 July 2011, with 
a submission deadline of 12 August 2011. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many households it estimates will benefit from the Universal Home Insulation Scheme in (a) 2011, (b) 
2012, (c) 2013, (d) 2014, (e) 2015 and (f) 2016. 

 

 (S4W-1079) 

Alex Neil: We estimate that up to 200,000 households will be offered the opportunity to benefit from 
UHIS in 2011-12. It is not possible to estimate for subsequent years as funding beyond 2011-12 will 
be a matter for the Spending Review, and subsequent Reviews. 

Invitations to local authorities to bid for funding for UHIS in 2011-12 were issued on  
1 July 2011, with a submission deadline of 12 August 2011. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
estimated reductions in carbon emissions will be from the Universal Home Insulation Scheme. 

 

 (S4W-1080) 

Alex Neil: Based on the returns made to date by the 27 local authorities who participated in the 
UHIS programme in 2010-11, the estimates for the amount of reduction in carbon emissions are as 
follows: 

12,989.843  kilotonnes (on an annual basis) 

519,071.200  kilotonnes (over the lifetime of the measures, assumed to be 40 years) 

These figure will be subject to being adjusted upwards, as the final installations taking place under 
the programme are completed. 

Invitations to local authorities to bid for funding for UHIS in 2011-12 were issued on  
1 July 2011, with a submission deadline of 12 August 2011. 

For 2011-12, the level of reductions in carbon emissions will be determined by the proposals put 
forward by local authorities and the grant awards made to them through the UHIS bidding and 



assessment process, currently underway. It is not possible to estimate for subsequent years, as 
funding beyond 2011-12 will be a matter for the Spending Review, and subsequent Reviews. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions it had with Carillion or its consortium partners regarding the non-profit distributing model 
for the Borders Railway project prior to Carillion withdrawing from the bidding process. 

 

 (S4W-1176) 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
discussions Transport Scotland had with Carillion or its consortium partners regarding the non-profit 
distributing model for the Borders Railway project prior to Carillion withdrawing from the bidding 
process. 

 

 (S4W-1178) 

Keith Brown: The non-profit distributing model was discussed with Carillion and its consortium 
partners as part of the Borders Railway competitive dialogue procurement discussions. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
its position is on the possibility of securing value for money on the Borders Railway project following 
Carillion's withdrawal from the bidding process. 

 

 (S4W-1179) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland has previous experience of successfully conducting major single 
tender competitions and will look at the options available to ensure value for money on the Borders 
Railway project. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when 
it will announce the outcome of the bidding process for the Borders Railway project. 

 

 (S4W-1180) 

Keith Brown: The outcome of the bidding process for the Borders Railway project will be 
announced at the conclusion of the procurement process. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
requirements it will impose on the use of the Borders railway line by train operating companies. 

 

 (S4W-1181) 

Keith Brown: The Borders Railway is a passenger only railway, requiring train operating companies 
to run two services per hour, 19 hours per day, seven days a week, with trains calling at all seven new 
stations (Shawfair, Eskbank, Newtongrange, Gorebridge, Stow, Galashiels and Tweedbank). 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-00611 by Keith Brown on 21 June 2011, 
what estimates have been made of increased traffic flows on the A77 when the new Loch Ryan ferry 
terminal and Stena Line vessels become operational, broken down by (a) HGV and (b) other traffic. 

 



 (S4W-1199) 

Keith Brown: A Transport Assessment prepared by RPS Group to support the Harbour 
Empowerment Order considered test scenarios in respect of current operating conditions and of a 
larger vessel operating at full capacity. The Transport Assessment indicated that one third of the HGV 
traffic travels north on the A77 and the remaining two thirds travels via the A75. Relocating the 
terminal to Old House Point will result in an additional third of the HGV traffic passing through 
Cairnryan. The Transport Assessment indicates that this would result in an additional  
7 to 15 HGVs passing through Cairnryan when a ferry docks. 

The distribution of cars between the A77 northbound and the A75 is split equally. The Transport 
Assessment therefore demonstrates that the village of Cairnryan will not be subject to any increase in 
car traffic. (The car traffic heading north will no longer pass through the village but the car traffic 
heading to the A75 will do so). 

 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many local authorities operate grant schemes to assist owner-occupiers to remove 
lead pipes from their homes. 

 

 (S4W-1228) 

Keith Brown: During 2009-10, 22 local authorities approved 292 grants totalling £187,285 to assist 
home owners with lead plumbing repairs. The most recent data available on grants for lead plumbing 
repairs is shown in the following table. 

2009-10 

Local Authority Number of Grants Amount of Grant (£) 

Aberdeen City 31 21,164 

Aberdeenshire 1 242 

Angus 3 2,295 

Argyll & Bute 11 9,533 

Clackmannanshire 5 5,426 

Dumfries & Galloway 0 0 

Dundee City 3 1,439 

East Ayrshire 0 0 

East Dunbartonshire 14 9,865 

East Lothian 17 9,754 

East Renfrewshire 28 7,984 

Edinburgh City 0 0 

Eilean Siar 0 0 

Falkirk 5 2,976 

Fife 21 23,516 

Glasgow City 42 18,898 

Highland 0 0 

Inverclyde 23 14,556 

Midlothian 3 1,047 

Moray 12 6,952 

North Ayrshire 15 9,696 

North Lanarkshire 4 1,961 

Orkney 0 0 

Perth & Kinross 0 0 

Renfrewshire 13 7,028 

Scottish Borders 0 0 

Shetland 0 0 

South Ayrshire 9 8,270 

South Lanarkshire 12 10,234 

Stirling 17 12,780 



Local Authority Number of Grants Amount of Grant (£) 

West Dunbartonshire 0 0 

West Lothian 3 1,669 

Scotland Total 292 187,285 

These statistics are published online at: 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Housing-Regeneration/HSfS/IMP1b4. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which minister has lead 
responsibility for tackling fuel poverty. 

 

 (S4W-1262) 

Alex Neil: The Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure and Capital Investment has lead responsibility 
for tackling fuel poverty. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has for a 
sustainable procurement bill. 

 

 (S4W-1263) 

Alex Neil: We are considering the timing of proposals on a Sustainable Procurement Bill, mindful of 
the fact that European Commission will bring forward proposals to amend European Procurement 
legislation later this year or early 2012. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what guidance it issues on the minimum time that public sector bodies should allow for the 
preparation of tenders for long-term framework agreements. 

 

 (S4W-1336) 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how it ensures that its agencies allow sufficient time for the preparation of tenders. 

 

 (S4W-1337) 

Alex Neil: Minimum timescales allowed for suppliers to prepare their bids for competitions are set 
out in the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2006, as directed by European Law. The 
timescales set out in the Regulations are the minimum permissible and public sector bodies should 
take account of all the circumstances, especially the complexity of the requirement and the time 
required to prepare a tender, when fixing time limits in a tender process. 

The Regulations form part of the Procurement Journey which sets out procurement best practice 
guidance for the public sector and is published on the Scottish Government’s website at:  

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/buyer-information/spdlowlevel 

All Scottish public bodies, including Scottish Government agencies are encouraged to use the 
Procurement Journey. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive how the 
forthcoming national strategy on housing for older people will seek to increase the supply of retirement 
accommodation across all tenures. 

 (S4W-1398) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Housing-Regeneration/HSfS/IMP1b4
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Procurement/buyer-information/spdlowlevel


Keith Brown: The national strategy on housing for older people will set the policy direction for 
housing and housing-related support for older people in Scotland, to enable them to live independently 
in their own homes for as long as possible. It will identify five main outcomes that should be achieved 
for older people’s housing. One of these is that investment in new housing provision of all types and 
tenures should meet the future needs of older people. 

Local authorities will continue to set out their needs for housing and support in Local Housing 
Strategies, taking account of local policies and priorities, to inform future investment in housing and 
related services in their areas. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
mechanisms it has in place to ensure that its suppliers pay their subcontractors within 30 days of 
receipt of invoice; if there are none, whether it will introduce such mechanisms, and, if so, what 
mechanisms. 

 

 (S4W-1485) 

Alex Neil: In 2009, the Scottish Government amended its standard terms and conditions for goods 
and services to include a clause which requires payment of valid contractor and sub-contractor 
invoices within 30 days throughout the supply chain of the contract. At the same time, it asked that all 
public bodies who do not use the Scottish Government’s standard contracts to amend their own 
standard terms and conditions to include a similar provision. The clause requires that each contract 
should specify a contact point/named individual to whom issues regarding non-payment within the 30 
day period can be raised. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many central heating systems have been installed under the Energy Assistance Package in each year 
since its introduction, broken down by local authority. 

 

 (S4W-1075) 

Alex Neil MSP: The Energy Assistance Package started in April 2009. The following table is 
provided by the Managing Agent (Scottish Gas). Figures for 2010-11 are not yet available. 

 

Local Authority 2009-10 

Aberdeen City 301 

Aberdeenshire 416 

Angus 294 

Argyll and Bute 253 

Clackmannanshire 103 

Dumfries and Galloway 516 

Dundee City 387 

East Ayrshire 217 

East Dunbartonshire 247 

East Lothian 159 

East Renfrewshire 204 

Edinburgh, City of 739 

Eilean Siar 241 

Falkirk 322 

Fife 770 

Glasgow City 1099 

Highland 709 

Inverclyde 209 

Midlothian 168 

Moray 269 



Local Authority 2009-10 

North Ayrshire 369 

North Lanarkshire 692 

Orkney Islands 70 

Perth and Kinross 349 

Renfrewshire 366 

Scottish Borders 235 

Shetland Islands 24 

South Ayrshire 316 

South Lanarkshire 755 

Stirling 295 

West Dunbartonshire 198 

West Lothian 210 

Total 11,502 

 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will 
prioritise installation of central heating systems under the Energy Assistance Package. 

 

 (S4W-1077) 

Alex Neil: Applications under the Energy Assistance Package are normally prioritised by date order, 
with the exception of vulnerable groups or people who are terminally ill and in possession of a DS1500 
certificate. Priority is given to applicants with a supporting letter from a medical consultant or a social 
worker. Where someone is terminally ill and holds a DS1500 certificate they are automatically fast 
tracked. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will publish details on the warm homes fund. 

 

 (S4W-1081) 

Alex Neil: The warm homes fund will deliver renewable energy and energy-efficient homes in those 
communities worse affected by fuel poverty. We expect to publish more details on the fund in the 
spending review. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
criteria will be used when considering applications to the proposed warm homes fund. 

 

 (S4W-1082) 

Alex Neil: The warm homes fund will deliver renewable energy and energy-efficient homes in those 
areas worse affected by fuel poverty. The operational details, including the criteria for consideration for 
funding, are being worked on and will be announced in due course. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the 
application process will be available to eligible groups to apply to the proposed warm homes fund. 

 

 (S4W-1083) 

Alex Neil: The warm homes fund will deliver renewable energy and energy-efficient homes in those 
areas worse affected by fuel poverty. The operational details, including the criteria and the application 
process, are being worked on and will be announced in due course. 



 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when its 
obesity strategy will be implemented and how much this will cost. 

 

 (S4W-1105) 

Shona Robison: The implementation is being taken forward as set out in Obesity Route Map 
published in 2010. The Action Plan published in 2011 sets out more detail on the individual actions 
being taken forward and timeframes for these. 

The actions set out in the Route Map are not predicated on additional resources. Rather it is 
intended to underpin national and local government decision making on the effective allocation of 
existing and future resources to the prevention of obesity, both nationally and locally. That may require 
a level of re-prioritisation of investment to support both the short and medium term across the areas of 
action set out in the Route Map. However, it was estimated in the Obesity Route Map that up to  
£200 million between 2008-11 was allocated by the Scottish Government for actions either directly or 
indirectly tackling obesity. 

Justice 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it 
has had with football supporters’ clubs regarding sectarianism. 

 

 (S4W-1295) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of engaging with 
football supporters on this agenda. That is why, following the Football Summit in March, we provided 
further funding to Supporters Direct in Scotland to engage directly with football supporters to seek their 
views on how best to positively influence behaviours in and around football matches. This included a 
focus on tackling sectarian behaviours. 

Supporters Direct used their extensive range of contacts with fans and supporters’ groups to 
establish four focus groups including female fans, younger fans, older, male fans and disabled fans. 
This direct engagement with supporters has helped to explore when unacceptable behaviour occurs and 
how best to positively influence behaviours exhibited both within and outwith the football stadium. This project 
also considered potential policy and practice implications for football clubs, football authorities and the 
Government. 

The report of this project is currently in the process of being finalised and the final report will be 
shared with the Joint Action Group to inform the next phase of the work of this group. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will include 
representatives from football supporters’ clubs in the Joint Action Group on Football set up following 
the Old Firm summit on 8 March 2011. 

 

 (S4W-1296) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Joint Action Group (JAG) has representation from the Scottish 
Football Association (SFA), the Scottish Premier League (SPL), the Scottish Football League (SFL), 
Rangers Football Club, Celtic Football Club and Strathclyde Police.  

At the final JAG meeting before the start of the 2011-12 Season on 11 July 2011, it was agreed that 
the JAG will continue until the end of November with a focus on: 

  Informing the further development of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Bill; 

  Considering and agreeing measures to tackle unacceptable supporter conduct; 



  Considering and agreeing campaigns and initiatives which can best use the positive influence of 
football to change negative behaviours and  
attitudes – in particular around violence, bigotry and alcohol misuse. 

The JAG is committed to engaging formally with supporters, and with all SPL and SFL clubs, on 
these important issues during the next phase of their work. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it 
has had with football supporters’ clubs regarding new criminal offences relating to sectarian and 
offensive behaviour at football matches. 

 

 (S4W-1297) 

Roseanna Cunningham: No individual meetings have taken place with supporters clubs to date 
regarding the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill. 
However, a stakeholder engagement event on the Bill on 17 June 2011, was attended by 
representatives of a number of Supporters Trusts. Also in attendance were Supporters Direct Scotland 
who represent the interests of football supporters across the country. 

The change to the timetable for this Bill being passed will allow for further evidence gathering and 
consultation to build consensus around this legislation. We will be seeking the views of football 
supporters during this period of engagement and consultation. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the annual cost 
will be of maintaining police officer numbers at current levels during this parliamentary session. 

 

 (S4W-1298) 

Kenny MacAskill: In 2011-12 the cost of maintaining the 1000 additional officers is in the order of 
£32m. It is estimated that this will rise annually in line with police pay progression during this 
parliamentary session. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will bring 
forward legislative proposals on the structural reform of police forces. 

 

 (S4W-1299) 

Kenny MacAskill: I am meeting with stakeholders over the summer to discuss police reform, and 
will make an announcement on the next steps in the Autumn. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much funding it 
will provide for the roll out of its No Knives, Better Lives campaign. 

 

 (S4W-1300) 

Kenny MacAskill: On 25 February 2011 the Scottish Government announced a further £500,000 for 
No Knives Better Lives, doubling the funding for this important education initiative. This is to give 
further support to existing areas as well as roll it out to other communities in Scotland afflicted by knife 
crime. 

There is no specific allocation per area as each campaign is tailored to local community needs and 
builds on work that is already existing. Our investment in each area is then maximised by local 
partners who also bring their time, resources and  
in-kind support to what are very localised campaigns. 

 



James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will ban 
visitors who are caught smuggling drugs into prison from future visits. 

 

 (S4W-1307) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“The Scottish Prison Service is committed to reducing the introduction of all illicit drugs into prison 
establishments. If a visitor is caught attempting to introduce illicit drugs into an establishment, the 
visitor will be reported to the Police. The visitor may also be banned from visiting the establishment in 
the future, or provided with Closed Visits. The Governor in Charge has the final decision as to whether 
a visitor is banned from the establishment.” 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with the police about allegations of interception of telephone communications by media 
organisations. 

 

 (S4W-1591) 

Kenny MacAskill: On the assumption that this question relates to the telephone hacking allegations 
reported in the media, the Scottish Government is aware that the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal 
Service has asked Strathclyde Police to consider the wider matter of telephone hacking and any 
issues impacting on Scotland. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with media organisations about allegations of interception of telephone communications. 

 

 (S4W-1592) 

Kenny MacAskill: On the assumption that this question relates to the telephone hacking allegations 
reported in the media, the Scottish Government has had no discussions with media organisations. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with the UK Government about allegations of interception of telephone communications by media 
organisations. 

 

 (S4W-1593) 

Kenny MacAskill: On the assumption that this question relates to the telephone hacking allegations 
reported in the media, Scottish Government officials are liaising with Home Officials. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with the Crown Office about implications for convictions in Scotland arising from allegations of 
interception of telephone communications by media organisations. 

 

 (S4W-1594) 

Kenny MacAskill: On the assumption that this question relates to the telephone hacking allegations 
reported in the media, the Scottish Government has had no discussions with Crown Office about 
implications for convictions. 

 



David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the purpose will be of the proposed victims’ rights bill. 

 

 (S4W-1601) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-00151 on 31 May 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further 
to the answer to question S4W-00153 by Kenny MacAskill on 31 May 2011, when it will make a 
decision on the timing of the introduction of a victims’ rights bill. 

 

 (S4W-1602) 

Kenny MacAskill: It is expected that the planned victims’ rights Bill will, amongst other things, 
implement any legislative requirements flowing from the proposed Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council aimed at establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and 
protection of victims of crime. A decision on the timing of the planned Bill will be informed by progress 
on negotiations on the proposed Directive. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
measures will be included in the proposed victims’ rights bill. 

 

 (S4W-1603) 

Kenny MacAskill: No final decisions have been made on the measures that will be included in the 
proposed victims’ rights Bill. Those decisions will be informed by the final shape and scope of the 
proposed Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council aimed at establishing minimum 
standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the UK opting into the proposed new EU directive allowing greater rights and support for 
victims of crime when in other EU countries. 

 

 (S4W-1604) 

Kenny MacAskill: A decision on whether or not to opt into the proposed Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council aimed at establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and 
protection of victims of crime is a matter for the UK Government in consultation with Scottish Ministers. 

The Scottish Government will take a view on opting into the proposed Directive once negotiations 
are further advanced and once consultation with stakeholders has taken place. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
position is on the proposed new EU directive allowing greater rights and support for victims of crime 
when in other EU countries. 

 

 (S4W-1605) 

Kenny MacAskill: Negotiations on the wording of the proposed Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council aimed at establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and 
protection of victims of crime are underway. The Scottish Government is ensuring that the UK 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


Government’s negotiating stance takes into account Scottish issues; and will take a view on the 
proposed Directive when its shape and scope is clearer, and once consultation with stakeholders has 
taken place. 

The following questions were given holding answers: 

S4W-01076 
S4W-01104 
S4W-01117 
S4W-01122 
S4W-01158 
S4W-01172 


