
Tuesday 19 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many local 
authority allotment plots there are, broken down by local authority area. 

 

 (S4W-1084) 

Aileen Campbell MSP: This information is not held centrally. The Greenspace Scotland report 
Community Growing in Scotland – Towards a framework for action (April 2011) includes this 
information at Table 3.1. The report may be accessed online at: 
http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/default.asp?page=578. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many people are 
on waiting lists for local authority allotment plots, broken down by local authority area. 

 

 (S4W-1085) 

Aileen Campbell MSP: This information is not held centrally. The Greenspace Scotland report 
Community Growing in Scotland – Towards a framework for action (April 2011) includes this 
information at Table 3.1. The report may be accessed online at: 
http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/default.asp?page=578. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many more (a) 
allotment and (b) community gardening plots it expects there to be by (i) 2013 and (ii) 2018. 

 

 (S4W-1086) 

Aileen Campbell MSP: These matters could be considered in local authorities’ development plans 
informed by the Open Space Audit and Strategy recommended in Planning Advice Note 65. The 
Planning Advice Note is available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/05/30100623/0. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much publicly 
owned land is (a) unused and (b) underused, broken down by local authority. 

 

 (S4W-1089) 

Aileen Campbell MSP: Information is not held centrally on these particular categories. Selected 
data on vacant and derelict land is contained in Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey 2010, which 
is available online at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance is issued 
to public bodies regarding the release of (a) unused and (b) underused land for (i) community 
gardening and (ii) allotment projects. 

 

 (S4W-1090) 

Aileen Campbell MSP: Planning guidance is contained in Scottish Planning Policy 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/03132605/0 and Planning Advice Note 65 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/05/30100623/0. 
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/05/30100623/0


 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what economic forecasts by independent organisations are routinely reported to Ministers. 

 

 (S4W-1399) 

John Swinney: Officials use a wide range of economic forecasts by independent organisations to 
advise on developments in the global, UK and Scottish economies. Updates are reported as advice to 
Ministers. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what official government statistics used to measure the macroeconomic performance of Scotland it 
routinely reviews; what analysis has been carried out of recent indicators, and how frequently it 
reviews these indicators. 

 

 (S4W-1400) 

John Swinney: The Office of the Chief Economic Adviser uses the full range of official statistics to 
measure the performance of the Scottish economy. An assessment, the State of the Economy report, 
is published on the Scottish Government website on a regular basis. 

Official government statistics produced by the Scottish Government are subject to a continuing 
program of methodological development. Methodology is regularly peer reviewed by the Scottish 
Economic Statistics Consultants Group (SESCG) and a range of other stakeholders including industry 
bodies, academics and other UK Government Departments such as the Office for National Statistics. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what financial assistance it or its agencies provided to sporting bodies in Kilmarnock and 
Irvine Valley in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10 and (c) 2010-11. 

 

 (S4W-1238) 

Shona Robison: Sportscotland, as the national agency for sport and the lead agency for the 
development of sport in Scotland, provides financial assistance to local communities in order to deliver 
Ministerial priorities and delivering the objectives of “Reaching Higher,” the national strategy for sport. 

I have therefore asked the Chief Executive of sportscotland to write to you separately with details of 
the investment that the organisation has made in the Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley constituency for the 
years in question. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many meetings there have been of the Nations and Regions Group of the 2012 Olympic Games 
and how many meetings its representative has attended. 

 

 (S4W-1312) 

Shona Robison: The number of meetings of the Nations and Regions Group for Members and Co-
ordinators are listed below. The Scottish Government has a representative on each and the number of 
meetings attended by those officials is shown in the following table. 

Year Meeting Type No of Meetings SG Attendance 

2005 Member Meeting 2 2 

Co-ordinator 1 0
1
 

2006 Member Meeting 4 3
2
 

Co-ordinator 4 3
2
 



2007 Member/Joint Meeting 4 4 

Co-ordinator 7 7 

2008 Member/Joint Meeting 5 3
2
 

Co-ordinator 7 6 

2009 Member/Joint Meeting 4 3 

Co-ordinator 6 5 

2010 Member/Joint Meeting 4 2 

Co-ordinator 6 1 

2011 Member/Joint Meeting 2 2 

Co-ordinator 2 2 
1
 Scottish Government co-ordinator representative not appointed at time of meeting 

2
 No information available to confirm attendance at 1 meeting 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive when ministers were advised of the resignation of the chief executive of Glasgow 2014. 

 

 (S4W-1549) 

Shona Robison: Ministers were advised that the resignation of the Chief Executive had been 
accepted immediately after the extraordinary Glasgow 2014 Board meeting on 27 June 2011. 

Justice 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what funding it will make available for independent drug rehabilitation schemes in 
each of the next five years. 

 

 (S4W-1124) 

Roseanna Cunningham MSP: The funding to be made available for independent drug rehabilitation 
schemes would be a decision for Scotland’s Alcohol and Drug Partnerships. The Scottish Government 
provides funding for frontline drug treatment and support services and in 2011-12 this totalled £28.6m. 

The following table provides historical funding for drug treatment and support services: 

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

£23.7m £23.8m £24.6m £28.0m £28.6m £28.6m 

Any future funding decisions (for 2012-13 and beyond) on funding will be subject to a spending 
review and parliamentary approval. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
organisations were issued briefings regarding the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Bill; on what dates, and based on what criteria. 

 

 (S4W-1142) 

Roseanna Cunningham MSP: At various points and in various ways, the following organisations 
were briefed on the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill: 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland, Scottish 
Courts Service, Scottish Prison Service, Scottish Legal Aid Board, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal 
Service, Scottish Commissioner for Children and Young People, Scottish Youth Parliament, Young 
Scot, Scottish Human Rights Commission, Scottish Parliament’s Cross Party Group on Human Rights, 
Scottish Football Association, Scottish Football League, Scottish Premier League, Celtic Football 
Club, Rangers Football Club and Strathclyde Police. In addition, the Minister for Community Safety 
and Legal Affairs met with various individuals, groups and MSPs. These organisations were briefed 
based on the relevance of the Bill to their areas of interest and expertise. 



The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-1025 
S4W-1026 
S4W-1027 
S4W-1033 
S4W-1050 
S4W-1052 
S4W-1053 
S4W-1055 
S4W-1056 
S4W-1057 
S4W-1060 


