
Monday 18 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide 
details of all meetings it has had with the Child Poverty Unit since 2009. 

 

 (S4W-1240) 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will provide 
details of all meetings it has had with the Four Nations Forum on Child Poverty since 2009. 

 

 (S4W-1241) 

Michael Matheson: Scottish Government officials work closely with officials in the UK Government’s 
Child Poverty Unit. Regular Child Poverty ’Four Nations’ meetings take place approximately three 
times per year. These meetings involve government officials leading on child poverty policy and 
analysis, from the Child Poverty Unit, the Welsh and Northern Irish Assemblies, and the Scottish 
Government. 

Since 2009, these meetings have covered a wide range of issues, including the UK Child Poverty 
Act 2010, the development of child poverty strategies, and ongoing exchange of evidence and good 
practice. 

Outside of these meetings, Scottish Government officials and Child Poverty Unit officials are in 
frequent contact with one another. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the projected cost is for (a) developers and (b) taxpayers through (i) 
government subsidies and (ii) energy bills for Scotland to have 100% of its electricity demand 
generated from renewable resources by 2020. 

 

Holding answer issued: 28 June 2011 (S4W-795) 

Fergus Ewing: With the exception of a number of support schemes to assist with the development 
and deployment of small scale renewable energy projects, including Wave and Tidal Energy Support 
Scheme, Wave and Tidal Energy: Research Development and Demonstration Support and 
Community and Renewable Energy Scheme, developers do not typically benefit from government 
subsidies. 

In terms of financial impacts on consumers, under the existing Renewables Obligation Scotland 
(ROS), in evidence to the Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee in March 2011 OFGEM stated, 
"The ROS creates additional costs for electricity suppliers, which they can then pass through to 
industrial, business and domestic consumers as part of their electricity bills. By way of illustration, 
estimates published in previous years by Ofgem, the industry regulator, have forecast that the 
Obligation added around £12 to annual electricity bills in 2009-10, and that these costs could rise to 
around £20 per year by 2015. However, the extent to which the additional costs incurred by suppliers 
are actually passed through to each consumer group is a matter for the suppliers themselves, 
meaning that robust estimates remain difficult." 

In addition, OFGEM estimate that transmission charges account for around 3% of an average 
domestic dual fuel bill. 

Wholesale prices are currently the main driver of changes in domestic bills, making up 60% of the 
total retail price. The cost to consumers will be determined by the outcome of the Electricity Market 
Reform (EMR) and it is critical that the EMR does not deliver support mechanisms for nuclear 
generation in England at the expense of renewable energy sources and carbon capture and storage in 
Scotland. 



 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is 
with regard to the majority of the rise in the cost of electricity announced by Scottish Power applying to 
the standing charge; whether it will take action, and, if so, what action. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 June 2011 (S4W-848) 

John Swinney: I met senior executives from Scottish Power on 8 June 2011. I expressed the 
Scottish Government's serious concerns over the impacts of their recent price rises on consumers, 
and vulnerable consumers in particular. I also met Alastair Buchanan the Chief Executive of OfGEM 
on 29 June 2011. I urged OfGEM to press ahead with their promised radical overhaul of the complex 
array of tariffs which exist in the retail energy market, and specifically to consider the possibility of 
compulsory tariffs for the fuel poor. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what guidance it gives to local authorities regarding the balance between 
encouraging the development of small-scale wind farms and protecting the interests of communities. 

 

 (S4W-1004) 

Aileen Campbell: Scotland’s national planning policy for onshore wind is set out in National 
Planning Framework 2 and Scottish Planning Policy. Planning authorities are encouraged to support 
all scales of onshore wind where the technology can operate efficiently and environmental and 
cumulative impacts can be satisfactorily addressed. Recently launched online renewables planning 
advice identifies the planning considerations associated with protecting the interests of communities 
and helps to convey a proportionate approach to encouraging wind farm proposals. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive whether it plans to give VisitScotland increased input to the planning process for 
onshore wind farms. 

 

 (S4W-1005) 

Aileen Campbell: We have no plans at present to make VisitScotland a statutory consultee in the 
planning system. It is however, open to any person or body to make representations to a planning 
authority on a planning application or the preparation of a development plan. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what support it will give the renewables sector in developing the infrastructure of 
(a) onshore and (b) offshore wind farms. 

 

 (S4W-1006) 

Fergus Ewing: The National Renewables Infrastructure Plan (N-RIP) produced by Scottish 
Enterprise (SE) and Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) takes a strategic approach to the 
development of manufacturing and port infrastructure to support the development of the offshore 
industry in Scotland. Stage 2 of N-RIP highlighted that investment of £223m in key port and land-side 
infrastructure could support an offshore wind industry manufacturing 750 complete offshore wind units 
per year. This could create in the region of 5,180 manufacturing jobs and an annual economic impact 
of £295m per year. 

SE has also established the £70 million National Renewables Infrastructure Fund to support the 
development of port and near-port manufacturing locations for offshore wind turbines and related 
developments, with the overall aim of stimulating an offshore wind supply chain in Scotland. HIE has 
provided and is currently considering funding support for N-RIP sites in its area. Funding will be 



available based on funding need and the likely impact of the investment on the development of a 
Scottish based manufacturing supply chain for the offshore wind sector. SE and HIE are assessing 
any applications from sites based on their merits. 

The Scottish Government does not provide direct funding to the renewables industry for the 
infrastructure of onshore wind farms. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it will set up a fund to allow local authorities and other public bodies to take advantage of feed-in-tariffs 
to allow further investment in alternative energy projects. 

 

 (S4W-1021) 

Fergus Ewing: There are no plans to set up such a fund. The Feed-in Tariff (FIT) Scheme is 
intended to replace, not supplement, public grant schemes as the principal means of incentivising 
small scale, low-carbon electricity generation. Because of this, and to ensure value for money for 
consumers and compliance with EU law on state aids, it is generally not possible for a generator to 
benefit from both FITs and a grant from a public body. However loans and equity investment are 
compatible with the FIT Scheme. 

Local Authorities, NHS Scotland and Scottish Water utilise the £20 million Scottish Government 
Central Energy Efficiency Fund, a revolving loan fund, to install energy efficiency and renewables 
measures on their estate. The Fund is managed locally with each body responsible for their own 
allocated budgets. 

The Scottish Government is developing with the European Investment Bank a £50 million Joint 
Support for Sustainable Investment In City Areas (JESSICA) Fund.  The Fund will be a potential 
source of loans or equity investment to support the delivery of innovative energy efficiency retrofit 
measures. Projects in 13 Local Authority areas will be eligible for investment from the Fund which will 
launch later this year. The Scottish Government is working with a steering group of Local Authorities 
within the Fund area to scope out potential for a solar photovoltaic project using feed-in tariffs for 
social rented housing. 

Advice and support to help Local Authorities and Housing Associations take advantage of the FIT is 
available from the Energy Saving Trust who has produced a toolkit “Making Feed-in Tariffs Work For 
You” which can be found at www.energysavingtrust.org.uk. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
jobs it will create under its plans for a low-carbon economy in each of the next five years. 

 

 (S4W-1023) 

Fergus Ewing: We do not hold annual estimates for low-carbon economy job creation. 

I refer the member to the answer to the question S3W-39781 on 24 February 2011 for our estimate 
for 2014-15. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament’s website, 
the search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
renewable electricity targets are for (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13, (c) 2013-14 and (d) 2014-15. 

 

 (S4W-1024) 

Fergus Ewing: Scotland has a massive renewable energy opportunity that will deliver jobs across 
Scotland. The Scottish Government has set a target to meet an equivalent of 100% of Scotland’s 
electricity demand from renewables by 2020. We have an interim target to meet 31% of electricity 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


demand from renewables by the end of 2011 and we are well on target to exceed that. We have no 
plans for further interim targets. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many appeals against 2010 rates revaluations have been processed, also (a) broken down by 
valuation joint board and (b) expressed as a percentage of appeals lodged. 

 

 (S4W-1042) 

Aileen Campbell: The scheduling of valuation appeal hearings is a matter for each local 
independent Valuation Appeal Committee (VAC). However, it is a statutory requirement that all 
valuation appeals against the 2010 revaluation must be disposed of by the Committees before 30 
December 2013. 

The majority of outstanding appeals are anticipated to be resolved during 2011-12. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what types of property have had their appeal against their 2010 rates revaluation processed and how 
many are still waiting, broken down by (a) sector and (b) median rateable value. 

 

 (S4W-1043) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what information it collects on whether non-domestic rates appeals are more successful when the 
appellant is represented by a property agent. 

 

 (S4W-1045) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many complaints it has received regarding the non-domestic rates appeal system since June 
2010. 

 

 (S4W-1046) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what types of property had their non-domestic rateable value appeals processed more quickly after 
the (a) 2000 and (b) 2005 revaluation. 

 

 (S4W-1047) 

Aileen Campbell: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what (a) financial 
assistance and (b) other operational support has been provided to Glencraft Aberdeen Ltd by (i) it and 
(ii) Scottish Enterprise since 2009. 

 

 (S4W-1059) 

Fergus Ewing: A total funding package of £528,695 was made available to support the start-up 
costs of Glencraft (Aberdeen) Ltd, a new social enterprise launched in April 2010, following the closure 
of the former supported workshop in November 2009. This included a grant of £266,195 from Scottish 
Enterprise, a loan of £150,000 from Social Investment Scotland and use of premises, which belong to 
Aberdeen City Council, rent-free for one year. Scottish Enterprise has provided ongoing business 
advice to the new company since April 2010. 



 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how it defines the 
social wage referred to by the First Minister on 26 May 2011 (Official Report, col. 68). 

 (S4W-1135) 

John Swinney: The social wage is the pact between the politicians, public services and the people 
of Scotland to deliver the social and economic circumstances for everyone to flourish. This is a social 
wage that looks beyond salary to the range of services provided by the Scottish Government at a time 
of financial difficulty for many people. 

As a result of the UK Government coalition cuts that are too fast and too deep there will be many 
across society that will feel the effects of this fall in public spending. Through the social wage the 
Scottish Government will work to protect those in society that are most vulnerable to the effects of 
these cuts including job-seekers, students, pupils, parents, carers and patients. 

This is a social wage in an age of austerity, designed to deliver a more caring society that protects 
those most in need, nurturing community endeavour to the benefit of all living in Scotland. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive which minister 
will be responsible for developing its social wage policy. 

 

 (S4W-1136) 

John Swinney: The First Minister made clear, on 26 May 2011, in his statement on Taking Scotland 
Forward that the social wage is a policy across all public services for the benefit of the people of 
Scotland. It manifests itself across all areas of Scottish Government activity. This includes protecting 
Scottish society through measures such as; the freezing of the Council Tax until the end of this 
Parliament, free University education, no tolls, no tax on ill health, the reforms of the justice system 
and advancing the partnerships involved in the delivery of care across Scotland. 

The achievement and ambition of this policy means developing the Scottish Government's social 
wage is the responsibility of Cabinet as a whole and not for any one Minister to take forward. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its 
estimate is of how many people would leave local government pension schemes in Scotland if 
employee contributions were raised in line with the proposals of the UK Government. 

 

 (S4W-1187) 

John Swinney: In answering this question, we have assumed that it applies to the Local 
Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) in Scotland. There is only one LGPS in Scotland, though it is 
underpinned by eleven separate pension funds. 

The Scottish Executive has not made any estimate of the number of people who might leave the 
LGPS if employee contributions were raised in line with the proposals of the UK Government although 
we acknowledge there is a risk that individuals may decide to take this course of action. 

 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-00551 by Fergus Ewing on 16 June 2011, 
what progress it has made with the GP Wind project and what outputs have been achieved. 

 

 (S4W-1200) 

Fergus Ewing: The GP Wind project is on course to produce its planned outputs – i.e. the creation 
of a best practice guide and 'how to' tool kit, and a set of recommendations around dealing with wind 
farms applications in the context of communities and the environment - by end July 2012. A round of 
regional stakeholders’ workshops early in 2011 in each of the 8 countries participating in GP WIND 



were attended by 211 stakeholders. Following these events, agreement was reached on case study 
methodology, and a decision made on the subject of the 16 thematic studies which, going forward, will 
drive the development of a “how to” toolkit and best practice guidance. Drafts of all 16 thematic studies 
have now been completed are currently undergoing peer review. 

More information can be obtained at: http://www.project-gpwind.eu/. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its policy is on the 
recognition of trades unions in the Scottish Government and what percentage of its workforce is union 
members, broken down by recognised union. 

 

 (S4W-1270) 

John Swinney: A Partnership Agreement exists within the Scottish Government (SG) Main and SG 
Marine bargaining units involving five recognised trade unions (the Public and Commercial Services 
union (PCS), Prospect, FDA, Unite the Union and Nautilus). 

The following tables set out the numbers and percentages of staff with union membership as at 31 
May 2011, who work in either SG Main or SG Marine, identified through payroll. 7178 staff work in 
Scottish Government business areas covered by the Scottish Government Main Bargaining unit and 
147 staff work in the Scottish Government Marine Scotland Directorate, covered by the SG Marine 
Bargaining unit. 

SG Main Bargaining unit 

Union *No of members 
Percentage of total staff 

employed 

PCS  3010 41.9% 

Prospect 99 1.4% 

FDA 10 0.1% 

Total 3119 43.4% 

SG Marine Bargaining unit 

Union *No of members Percentage of total staff 
employed 

Unite the Union 22 15.0% 

Nautilus 0 0% 

Total 22 15.0% 

*The numbers shown do not include members who pay subscriptions by direct debit or by other 
means as this information is not available. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the role is of Scottish Ministers in the process to approve a local authority local plan 
when there have been objections to recommendations of the Scottish Government Reporter by both 
elected representatives and the public. 

 (S4W-1443) 

Aileen Campbell: Apart from certain limited exceptions, authorities must make any modifications to 
plans that are recommended in examination reports. Within 3 months of receiving the report, 
authorities must send the modifications, the proposed plan they wish to adopt, and the advert of their 
intention to adopt the plan to Scottish Ministers. There is then a 28 day period during which Ministers 
may delay the adoption of the plan, direct the authority to modify the plan, or direct that the plan 
should only come into force on being approved by them. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what cost to the NHS was of dispensing methadone in the last year, broken down by NHS 
board. 

http://www.project-gpwind.eu/


 

 (S4W-987) 

Michael Matheson: The total drug costs and fees for dispensing methadone mixture and solution 
(1mg/ml) to the NHS in the last year (2010-11), broken down by NHS Board, are presented in the 
following table. 

Total drug costs and fees for dispensing methadone mixture
1. 

Items dispensed in Scotland by NHS 
Board - Financial year: 2010-11

 

Dispensing NHS Health 
Board 

Gross Ingredient 
Cost (£)

2
 

Methadone fees 
(£)

3
 

Supervision fees 
(£)

4
 

Total cost (£) 

Ayrshire & Arran 811,262.25 600,580.53 1,332,652.33 2,744,495.11 

Borders 44,050.60 14,103.25 102,881.17 161,035.02 

Dumfries & Galloway 162,130.48 186,095.38 321,354.10 669,579.96 

Fife 504,195.39 180,618.40 670,867.07 1,355,680.86 

Forth Valley 259,650.39 239,536.38 660,676.80 1,159,863.57 

Grampian 864,512.88 331,498.43 1,257,357.75 2,453,369.06 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde 3,137,066.43 1,838,656.96 6,781,119.35 11,756,842.74 

Highland 189,230.91 117,876.00 291,284.16 598,391.07 

Lanarkshire 503,185.15 686,399.00 0.00 1,189,584.15 

Lothian 1,632,446.58 1,018,908.00 1,085,928.66 3,737,283.24 

Orkney 677.42 323.40 720.00 1,720.82 

Shetland 15,933.59 20,557.25 0.00 36,490.84 

Tayside 560,917.33 426,219.84 1,179,035.20 2,166,172.37 

Western Isles 400.47 322.00 0.00 722.47 

Scotland 8,685,659.87 5,661,694.82 13,683,876.59 28,031,231.28 

Source: Information Services Division (IR2011-01468) 
Notes:  
(1) Data relate to methadone mixture and solution (1mg/ml), which are recognised as being the 
standard products for methadone programmes; 
(2) Total drug cost is the paid Gross Ingredient Cost (GIC). 
(3)  Methadone fees (cost applied to dispensing methadone); 
(4) Fees paid for the supervision of methadone (data are incomplete as some NHS Health Boards 
may pay elements of methadone supervision directly to pharmacists locally and where this is the case, 
no central data will be held) 
(5) Total cost (the summation of the Gross Ingredient Cost, methadone fees and supervision fees) 

 

 

Further information on the prescribing costs of methadone is available on the NHS Scotland 
Information Services Division Scotland website, using the following link: 

http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/1.html. 

 

The increased number of dispensed items and associated costs may be due to the increased 
numbers of individuals coming into treatment of which methadone may be a component of a package 
of care, treatment and recovery. The increase may also be due to increased pharmacy supervision in 
line with good practice and the Drug Misuse and dependence UK guidelines on clinical management. 

 

 

http://www.isdscotland.org/isd/1.html


Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many people received Self-directed Support (Direct Payments), broken down by (a) local authority and 
(b) age in each year since 2001. 

 

 (S4W-1061) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested has been placed in the Scottish Parliament’s 
Reference Centre (SPICe) - Bib number 53045. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the total value was of Self-directed Support (Direct Payments), broken down by local authority in each 
year since 2001. 

 

 (S4W-1062) 

Michael Matheson: The total value of Self-directed Support (Direct Payments) broken down by 
local authority in each year since 2011 is provided in the following link at Annex Table 3: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/09/27093422/0. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive  (a) 
how many and (b) what the percentage of people in receipt of Self-directed Support (Direct Payments) 
in each year since 2001 had a physical disability; a learning disability and both a physical and  
learning disability. 

 

 (S4W-1063) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested has been placed in the Scottish Parliament’s 
Reference Centre (SPICe) - Bib number 53056. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
assessment it has made following publication of Self-directed Support: A National Strategy for 
Scotland into the barriers preventing the uptake of Self-directed Support (Direct Payments) and what 
further measures are being introduced to increase uptake. 

 

 (S4W-1064) 

Michael Matheson: Following the publication of Self-directed Support: A National Strategy for 
Scotland there has been ongoing evaluation of the 3 local authority self-directed support (SDS) test 
sites funded by the Scottish Government. A national evaluation report will be published by September 
2011, assessing the interventions in each test site to improve the uptake of SDS. 

A National SDS Implementation Group has developed an action plan setting out the priority areas for 
implementation of the National Strategy, with specific activity to increase understanding and 
awareness of SDS. These include the development of a workforce strategy, a communications 
strategy and support to build the capacity of independent support. 

The Scottish Government also consulted on the draft Self-directed Support (Scotland) Bill between 
December 2010 and March 2011. The analysis of the consultation responses can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/06/15152937/0. The Scottish Government intends to 
introduce the Bill to the Scottish Parliament at the earliest opportunity, making SDS available to all 
who wish to direct their support. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what budget is in place for 
the establishment of a sports injury clinic at St John’s Hospital in Livingston. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/09/27093422/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/06/15152937/0


 

 (S4W-1110) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there has been 
any change to the original budget allocated for a sports injury clinic at St John's Hospital in Livingston. 

 

 (S4W-1112) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Boards receive revenue and capital allocations to meet the healthcare 
needs of their resident population. It is for Boards to decide how best to utilise this funding to meet 
national and local priorities. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether, in its discussions 
with NHS Lothian, it can confirm that there is a continuing commitment to open a sports injury clinic at 
St John’s Hospital at Livingston. 

 

 (S4W-1113) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with NHS Lothian in relation to establishing a centre of excellence sports injury clinic at St John’s 
Hospital in Livingston. 

 

 (S4W-1108) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason the 
proposed sports injury clinic at St John’s Hospital in Livingston has been delayed and what the 
estimated opening date is for this facility. 

 

 (S4W-1109) 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether there has been a 
delay in the delivery of specialised equipment required to fully establish a sports injury clinic at St 
John's Hospital in Livingston and, if so, for what reason. 

 

 (S4W-1111) 

Nicola Sturgeon: NHS Lothian have confirmed that a soft tissue knee and sports injuries clinic has 
been running at the hospital for a number of years and it continues to see a large number of patients 
from the area. NHS Lothian have also confirmed that as part of the ongoing development of services 
on the site, first moves have been made towards creating a centre of excellence for soft tissue knee 
surgery. The Short Stay Elective Surgical Centre will be fully operational by mid-July 2011, and is 
expected to treat up to 3,000 patients a year from across Lothian for day surgery. The service is also 
about to appoint a Podiatric Surgeon who will provide operating sessions at St John’s which will be 
one of only two such posts in Scotland. 

Service developments such as these provide evidence of NHS Lothian’s continuing commitment to 
the management of sports injuries at St John’s Hospital. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
NHS Lanarkshire's budget for the provision of optometry services is in 2011-12. 

 

 (S4W-1114) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Boards are not provided with allocations for General Ophthalmic Services 
(GOS). 



GOS is a demand led primary care service. The GOS budget is non-discretionary and NHS Boards 
are funded to the level of their expenditure in meeting the costs in their area of providing the NHS eye 
examinations, optical vouchers issued and the fees for domiciliary visits. The total GOS budget for 
Scotland for 2011-12 is £93 million. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive which hospitals have provided emergency operations on weekends in the last four 
years, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-1120) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on operations/interventions undertaken during emergency hospital 
admission episodes are recorded on central data returns. It is not possible to easily indentify those 
which are operative or non-operative (for example, imaging, injections and x-rays). Information on the 
number of emergency admission episodes where a main operation/intervention was recorded on 
either a Saturday or Sunday by hospital in the calendar years 2007 to 2010 inclusive has been placed 
in the Scottish Parliament’s Reference Centre (Bib number 53053). 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many people under 18 the NHS has treated for depression in each year since 
1999. 

 

 (S4W-1129) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. 

Some information is available from the Practice Team Information (PTI) scheme, which can provide 
national estimates of the number of patients consulting a GP or practice-employed nurse where 
depression was noted as one of the reasons for consulting, other information is available from hospital 
admissions data. People with depression may however be seen in other settings for which there is no 
data available. 

PTI records do not indicate if patients are treated and are based on information obtained from a 
sample of Scottish general practices participating in PTI This sample covers around 6% of Scottish GP 
practices representative of the full range of age, sex, and deprivation classes existing in Scotland. PTI 
data is available from  
1 April 2003. 

Estimates are based on a sample of practices and the 95% confidence intervals give an indication of 
the uncertainty around the estimates. The sample of practices may vary between years.  

Table 1. Estimated number of patients aged under 18 years consulting a GP or practice employed 
nurse for depression. 

Financial year Estimated number of patients 
consulting 

95% Confidence interval 

2003-04 5,100 (4,200-6,100) 

2004-05 3,600 (2,800-4,400) 

2005-06 4,100 (2,500-5,600) 

* 2006-07 1,900  (1,300-2,600) 

2007-08 1,700 (1,000-2,400) 

2008-09 1,700   (900-2,500) 

2009-10 1,300   (800-1,800) 

*The PTI estimates for numbers of patients seen for depression decrease considerably from 2003-04 
to 2006-07, but the decrease is much smaller over the more recent years. The decline is likely mainly 
a result of clinicians having become more precise in their clinical coding. 

Information of people aged under 18 year with a diagnosis of depression who have been admitted to 
psychiatric inpatient facilities in Scotland is shown in table 2. 



Table 2. Number of patients aged under 18 with a diagnosis of depression admitted to psychiatric 
inpatient facilities 

Financial year Number of 
Patients 

1998-1999 65 

1999-2000 77 

2000-2001 75 

2001-2002 84 

2002-2003 98 

2003-2004 69 

2004-2005 58 

2005-2006 48 

2006-2007 48 

2007-2008 45 

2008-2009 52 

2009-2010 65 

The data source for table 2 is SMR04 admissions to discharges from Psychiatric specialties in 
Scotland. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many people under 18 with depression have been admitted to adult hospital 
wards in each year since 1999. 

 

 (S4W-1130) 

Michael Matheson: The number of people under the age of 18 with a diagnosis of depression who 
have been admitted to an adult ward since 1999 is 

1998-1999 52 

1999-2000 49 

2000-2001 48 

2001-2002 51 

2002-2003 51 

2003-2004 40 

2004-2005 32 

2005-2006 32 

2006-2007 36 

2007-2008 28 

2008-2009 29 

2009-2010 37 

The data source for the above is SMR04 admissions to and discharges from psychiatric specialties 
in Scotland. 

There are some reasons why it may not always be possible for a young person to be admitted to a 
specialist child and adolescent bed – for example, a crisis admission out of hours where there are 
concerns for the young person’s safety, or where a specialist facility might be a considerable distance 
from family support that could help recovery. 



The majority of these admissions are among young people aged 16 or 17 where an adult facility 
might in certain cases be clinically judged to be the more appropriate setting. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many people under 18 have received counselling (a) since and (b) prior to 
receiving antidepressant drug treatment in each year since 1999. 

 

 (S4W-1132) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not collected. 

The decision on which intervention is best suited for an individual will be made only after a full 
assessment by a multidisciplinary team. These interventions may include pharmacological, talking 
therapies, social support or a combination of all three. Support will be offered by the team to help the 
patient and clinician make a decision based on the best evidence available to improve outcomes in the 
patient’s condition.  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many women 
aged 20 to 25 have been offered cervical cancer screening in each year since 2007. 

 

 (S4W-1148) 

Michael Matheson: Information on the number of women, aged 20 to 25 years, who have been 
offered cervical cancer screening, is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many women 
aged 20 to 25 have taken up cervical cancer screening in each year since 2007. 

 

 (S4W-1149) 

Michael Matheson: Information on the number of women, aged 20 to 25 years, who have taken up 
cervical cancer screening, is not held centrally. 

The percentage of women who have a record of a previous screening test taken within the last 3.5 
years is available on the ISD website at: 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Cancer/Cervical-Screening/. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the annual cost 
is of providing cervical cancer screening for women aged 20 to 25. 

 

 (S4W-1151) 

Michael Matheson: NHS Boards currently meet the costs associated with the Scottish Cervical 
Screening Programme, therefore this information is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is 
considering withdrawing cervical cancer screening from women aged 20 to 25 and, if so, for what 
reason. 

 

 (S4W-1152) 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is 
considering changing the frequency of cervical cancer screening. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Cancer/Cervical-Screening/


 

 (S4W-1154) 

Michael Matheson: A review of the age range and frequency of the Scottish Cervical Screening 
Programme is currently taking place. The Expert Review Group undertaking this work is expected to 
report to the Breast and Cervical Screening National Advisory Group in the Autumn. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when the Breast and 
Cervical Screening National Advisory Group will report and whether the report will be published. 

 

 (S4W-1153) 

Michael Matheson: A review of the age range and frequency of the Scottish Cervical Screening 
Programme is currently taking place. The Expert Review Group undertaking this work is expected to 
report to the Breast and Cervical Screening National Advisory Group for consideration in the Autumn. 

Once received, this report will be published on the Scottish Government website. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is 
considering decreasing the age range of those invited for breast cancer screening. 

 

 (S4W-1156) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is not currently considering decreasing the age range 
of the Scottish Breast Screening Programme. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many test purchases of alcohol were carried out in (a) on-sales and (b) off-sales 
premises in 2010; how many resulted in alcohol being sold to (i) an underage person and (ii) an 
underage person for the second time; what action was taken against the licensee in each case; and 
how many licences were suspended or revoked, broken down by police force area. 

 (S4W-1165) 

Michael Matheson: The following information has been obtained from the Scottish Police Service in 
respect of on-sales and off-sales test purchases during 2010. 

All alcohol test purchasing is intelligence-led. 

Please note that information is not held centrally in relation to the action taken, and the number of 
licences suspended or revoked, as a result of test purchasing. 

2010 Central 
Scotland 
Police 

Dumfries 
& 
Galloway 

Fife Grampian Lothian & 
Borders 

Norther
n 

Strathclyde Tayside 

Total Number 
of Off Sales 
Tested  

25 0 120 34 154 21 465 0 

Total Number 
of Off Sales 
First Failures 

4 0 7 5 8 2 42 0 

Total Number 
of Off Sales 
second or 
subsequent 
failures 

0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 

Total Number 
of On Sales 
Tested 

0 0 8 4 30 0 6 0 



2010 Central 
Scotland 
Police 

Dumfries 
& 
Galloway 

Fife Grampian Lothian & 
Borders 

Norther
n 

Strathclyde Tayside 

Total Number 
of On Sales 
First Failures 

0 0 1 1 3 0 4 0 

Total Number 
of On sales 
second or 
subsequent 
failures 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Number 
of Reports to 
the Licensing 
Board 

4 0 8 2 13 2 58 0 

Total Number 
of Reports to 
the Procurator 
Fiscal 

4 0 9 6 13 2 58 0 

 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is 
considering changing the frequency of breast cancer screening. 

 

 (S4W-1174) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is not currently considering changing the frequency 
of breast cancer screening. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
which hospitals (a) have or (b) do not have a transplant coordinator, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-1201) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Specialist Nurses - Organ Donation, previously known as donor transplant  
co-ordinators, are embedded in the large hospitals shown, by NHS Board, in the following table: 

Board Hospital 

National Waiting Times Centre Golden Jubilee National Hospital 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran Ayr Hospital 

 Crosshouse Hospital 

NHS Borders Borders General Hospital 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary 

NHS Fife Queen Margaret Hospital 

NHS Forth Valley Stirling Royal Infirmary 

NHS Grampian Aberdeen Royal Infirmary 

 Aberdeen Children’s Hospital 

 Dr Gray’s Hospital, Elgin 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Glasgow Royal Infirmary 

 Inverclyde Hospital, Greenock 

 Royal Alexandra Hospital, Paisley 

 Southern General Hospital 

 Victoria Infirmary 

 Western Infirmary Glasgow 

 Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Yorkhill 

NHS Highland Raigmore Hospital 

NHS Lanarkshire Hairmyres Hospital 



Board Hospital 

 Monklands Hospital 

 Wishaw Hospital 

NHS Lothian Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 

 Western General Hospital 

 St John’s Hospital 

 Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh 

NHS Tayside Ninewells Hospital Dundee 

 Perth Royal Infirmary 

Source:  NHS Blood & Transplant 

The smaller hospitals in Scotland are covered by the Specialist Nurse - Organ Donation from the 
nearest large hospital. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
its position is on the reported prevalence of measles and the call by the European Union to step up 
vaccination programmes to eradicate measles. 

 

 (S4W-1202) 

Michael Matheson: At present there are many cases of measles across Europe, however the 
prevalence of measles in Scotland remains very low. There is limited evidence of transmission of 
measles in Scotland and the few cases that have occurred this year have primarily been seen 
amongst those in their late teens or early twenties who have not been vaccinated. Health Protection 
Scotland continues to monitor the situation and provides regular advice to the Scottish Government. 

Scottish vaccination uptake rates for MMR are very high, and higher than in other parts of the UK. 
The Scottish Government recognises the very good level of protection provided by MMR vaccine and 
very much supports all efforts to increase vaccination rates across Europe. Anybody in Scotland who 
has not received the full course of MMR vaccinations can receive the vaccine from their GP. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will establish a 
living wage unit. 

 

 (S4W-1248) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has no current plans to establish a living wage unit. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which minister has lead 
responsibility for the living wage. 

 

 (S4W-1254) 

Michael Matheson: The Minister for Public Health has lead responsibility for the living wage. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many free eye tests 
have been carried out in each year since the Smoking, Health and Social Care (Scotland) Act 2005 
was introduced. 

 

 (S4W-1258) 

Michael Matheson: Free NHS eye examinations for all were introduced in Scotland on 1 April 2006. 
The number of free NHS eye examinations which have been carried out in each year from 1 April 
2006 to 31 March 2010, latest published information, is provided in the following table. 



Financial Year 

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

1,544,702 1,626,640 1,728,079 1,775,456 

Note: Based on the number of NHS eye examination claim forms (GOS(S)1) processed for 
examinations undertaken on or after 1 April 2006. 
Source:  ISD Scotland’s OPTIX. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive (a) how many and (b) 
which local authorities have developed a local strategy for tackling poverty. 

 

 (S4W-1265) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held by the Scottish Government. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it is measuring anti-
poverty outcomes in terms of (a) employability, (b) targeted intervention in the early years, (c) 
community capacity and (d) financial inclusion. 

 

 (S4W-1266) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not measure specific anti-poverty outcomes in 
these areas. The National Performance Framework sets out the Scottish Government Purpose, 
Strategic Objectives, National Outcomes, Indicators and Targets. Progress against these outcomes, 
objectives, indicators and targets is available on the Scotland Performs website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what meetings have 
taken place between its ministers since 5 May 2011 to discuss its collective approach to tackling 
poverty. 

 

 (S4W-1267) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government approach to tackling poverty has been discussed at a 
number of meetings between Ministers since the new Government was formed. Ministers will continue 
to discuss this as an ongoing issue through a range of communication channels of which meetings are 
only one. 

Justice 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
review sexual offences legislation. 

 

 (S4W-1302) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is monitoring implementation of the Sexual Offences 
(Scotland) Act 2009, which came into force on 1 December 2010, on an ongoing basis. 

The Scottish Government also intends to introduce measures to ensure that judges will direct juries, 
when reaching their decision in rape trials, not to take into account any delay in reporting a rape or any 
apparent lack of resistance from the victim. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it will 
introduce a victims fund modelled on the Victim and Witness General Fund in England and Wales. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms


 (S4W-1304) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has announced its intention to introduce a Bill that will 
build on the progress that has already been made in enhancing victims’ rights and that will implement 
the requirements of the proposed Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council aimed at 
establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime. 
Consideration is being given to additional measures that could be included in the planned Bill, 
including looking at developments in other jurisdictions, but no final decisions have been made. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its position is on 
the view of the Scottish Prisons Commission that prison sentences of six months or less should be 
discouraged. 

 

 (S4W-1310) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-00498 on 14 June 2011. All 
answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to 
abolish prison sentences of six months or less. 

 

 (S4W-1311) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-00498 on 14 June 2011. All 
answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
average per capita cost to the Scottish Prison Service was of holding a (a) female and (b) male 
prisoner in each of the last five years. 

 

 (S4W-1392) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The average cost per prisoner place is recorded each year in the SPS Annual Report and Accounts. 
The accounts are available on SPS’s website www.sps.gov.uk. Separate details of average per capita 
cost of holding different categories of prisoner are not available. Female prisoners are accommodated 
in several prisons across Scotland. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the net 
expenditure of HMP and YOI Cornton Vale was in the last five years, excluding capital, headquarters 
and other central costs. 

 

 (S4W-1393) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx
http://www.sps.gov.uk/


Excluding capital, headquarters and other central costs, the net expenditure for HMP and YOI 
Cornton Vale for the last five years was  

 

Year   £m 

 

2006-07  10.4 

2007-08  11.2 

2008-09  11.3 

2009-10  11.5 

2010-11  11.4. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
projected budget for HMP and YOI Cornton Vale is for the next two years, excluding capital, 
headquarters and central costs. 

 

 (S4W-1394) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Budgets for the next two years will be set by the Scottish Government later this year. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
projected capital spend is on HMP and YOI Cornton Vale for the next two years. 

 

 (S4W-1395) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Budgets for the next two years will be set by the Scottish Government later this year. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
any consultation is planned for the implementation of the proposed European Commission directive 
which aims to improve the protection of European Union citizens who are victims of crime. 

 

 (S4W-1436) 

Kenny MacAskill: A questionnaire has been issued to a range of stakeholders seeking views on the 
possible ramifications of the draft Directive establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and 
protection of victims of crime that was published by the European Commission on 18 May 2011. 
Stakeholders have also been invited to a meeting, which is to be attended by officials from the Ministry 
of Justice as well as from the Scottish Government, to discuss the draft Directive. Responses to the 
questionnaire and discussion at the meeting will help inform both negotiations on the draft Directive, 
and any steps required to implement the final Directive if the UK Government decides to opt in. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
it has made any assessment of the effect on the Scottish legal system of the proposed European 
Commission directive which aims to improve the protection of European Union citizens who are 
victims of crime. 

 



 (S4W-1437) 

Kenny MacAskill: A questionnaire seeking views on the possible ramifications of the draft Directive 
establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime that was 
published by the European Commission on 18 May 2011 has been issued to a range of stakeholders, 
including to the judiciary and the legal profession. Responses, including any covering the possible 
legal implications of the draft Directive, will help inform both negotiations on the draft Directive, and 
any steps required to implement the final Directive if the UK Government decides to opt in. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether 
any new legislation is planned to ensure that Scotland is fully compatible with the proposed European 
Commission directive which aims to improve the protection of European Union citizens who are 
victims of crime. 

 

 (S4W-1439) 

Kenny MacAskill: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-00151 on 31 May 2011. All 
answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what the current position is in relation to review of the Scottish strategy for victims. 

 (S4W-1441) 

Kenny MacAskill: The findings of the review of the Scottish Strategy for Victims is informing our 
plans for a Bill that will build on the progress that has already been made in enhancing victims’ rights 
and will implement the requirements of the proposed Directive of the European Parliament and of the 
Council aimed at establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of 
crime. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it has received any recent communications from the European Justice Commissioner in 
relation to victim support systems. 

 (S4W-1442) 

Kenny MacAskill: The European Commission published a package of proposed measures relating 
to victims of crime on 18 May 2011. On 10 June 2011 I met Ms Viviane Reding, the EU Commissioner 
for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship, and discussed those proposals. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how it monitors compliance with the European Commission’s requirements for (a) the application of 
the sheep electronic identification regime and (b) 100% accuracy in recording sheep numbers. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 June 2011 (S4W-824) 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what penalties will be applied to livestock producers who do not meet the European Commission’s 
requirements for (a) the application of the sheep electronic identification regime and (b) 100% 
accuracy in recording sheep numbers. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 June 2011 (S4W-825) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how often inspections of livestock producers’ (a) livestock records and (b) animal ear tags are carried 
out. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 June 2011 (S4W-826) 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will review its policy for the inspection of livestock producers’ (a) livestock records and (b) 
animal ear tags where the livestock are kept on common grazing land. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 June 2011 (S4W-827) 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what consideration it has given to animal welfare implications that might arise from the inspection of 
the ear tags of cattle that are close to calving, including the implications of using a cattle crush. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 June 2011 (S4W-828) 

 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has an obligation under community and national 
legislation to undertake inspections of holdings which maintain livestock. The inspections are carried 
out by Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate staff who ensure compliance with the keeper 
requirements. 

In relation to sheep this includes a sample of individual sheep to ensure compliance with tagging 
requirements. This can include sheep born or identified after 31 December 2009 which require to be 
either fully electronically identified, or identified with a single electronic tag (known as a slaughter tag 
and applicable for sheep intended for slaughter within 12 months of birth). 

The inspection procedure also includes a full head count of all sheep on a keepers holding to 
validate the keepers records and accuracy of movements being reported to the national database. The 
record check confirms that the sheep keeper is maintaining a holding register containing all the 
legislative information required. 

Errors or omissions discovered at a sheep inspection require the Scottish Government to assess the 
level of non compliance and take the necessary measures to ensure that the regulations applicable 
are implemented.  

The Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate aim to take a pragmatic approach to findings of 
non compliance, while ensuring that the penalties provided for are effective, proportionate and 
persuasive. The inspection of livestock records and animal ear tags form a part of all livestock 
inspections. 

The penalty regime which applies to farmers and crofters covering breaches of sheep identification 
and traceability is unchanged. Payment reductions under the cross compliance regime are applicable 
for holding register discrepancies and tagging errors. Payment reductions will not be applied where 
discrepancies are as a result of technical limitations, which includes electronic identification equipment 

The introduction of the requirement for sheep keepers to include individual EID information in the 
flock registers has initiated discussions with Commission officials. The discussions will clarify what 
possibilities exist for leniency within the cross compliance penalty framework for farmers and crofters 
that are identified at inspection as have missing individual identifier details in their on farm holding 
registers. Scottish Government is pushing the Commission very hard on this issue with frequent 
communications taking place with the aim being to ensure a fair and proportionate penalty for keepers 
who flout the sheep legislation, but does not penalise the sheep keeper who is attempting to adhere to 
the rules. 



Farmers and crofters selected for inspection, with livestock maintained on a common grazing land, 
are subject to the same inspection procedure regarding verification of livestock records and animal ear 
tags as keepers that do not maintain livestock on common grazing land. Scottish Government has not 
plans to change this position. 

Cattle inspections are carried out by Rural Payments and Inspectorate staff who always take the 
welfare of cattle into account while conducting the physical inspection. In the situation where cows are 
at the point of calving, the inspector has the discretion to postpone the physical inspection, therefore 
avoiding a potential animal welfare situation. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Executive what its reasons are for not responding to correspondence from local residents 
and the Avich and Kilchrenan Community Council regarding an alternative route to the West Loch Awe 
Timber Haul Route. 

 

 (S4W-1460) 

Stewart Stevenson: The First Minister responded to Avich and Kilchrenan Community Council on 7 
July 2011. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-1010 
S4W-1011 
S4W-1012 
S4W-1013 
S4W-1014 


