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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which 
sections of the Inverness to Edinburgh railway line will receive line speed improvements. 

 

 (S4W-1318) 

Keith Brown: The line speed improvements form Phase 1 of the Highland main line project and will 
take place between Stanley Junction and Blair Atholl; Inchlea and Newtonmore; and Carrbridge and 
Inverness. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive where 
the new passing loops will be located on the Inverness to Edinburgh railway line. 

 

 (S4W-1319) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S3W-38691 on 27 January 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
the timescale is for improvement works on the Inverness to Edinburgh railway line and when the 
proposed 35-minute journey time saving will be achieved. 

 

 (S4W-1320) 

Keith Brown: The project will be delivered in phases and provides incremental journey time 
reductions. 

A number of technical improvements will be implemented later this year and should deliver reduced 
journey times on some services from next year. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what role it expects the 
National Renewables Infrastructure Plan to have in relation to the development of Hunterston power 
station. 

 

 (S4W-1369) 

Fergus Ewing: The purpose of the National Renewables Infrastructure Plan (N-RIP) is to provide 
onshore support, with the focus on Scottish ports and harbours, for the development of a globally 
competitive offshore renewables industry based in Scotland. The focus of the N-RIP is on the 
feasibility of, or potential for, economic investment in this regard. Inclusion in the N-RIP therefore 
would not be a material consideration in determining the application for a power station at Hunterston. 

With regard to the current application for a multi-fuel power station at Hunterston, this application is 
ongoing and under the consideration of Scottish Ministers. The applicant, Ayrshire Power Ltd, is 
working on additional information to support their application which will be submitted shortly. Upon 
submission this will be subject to full public consultation and representations will be sought from 
members of the public. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what effect the National 
Renewables Infrastructure Plan has in relation to the assessment of plans under the Environmental 
Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the assessment of plans or projects under the (a) habitats and 
(b)  environmental impact assessment regulations. 

 

 (S4W-1370) 

Fergus Ewing: A strategic environmental assessment (SEA) of the offshore wind support 
component of the National Renewables Infrastructure Plan (N-RIP) was undertaken, in accordance 
with the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, and the Environmental Report was 
published for consultation in September 2010. 

Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) of the N-RIP was completed in early 2011. The conclusions of 
the HRA were that the N-RIP would not affect the integrity of Natura sites/interests. However, this 
conclusion is dependent on the mitigation measures identified in the SEA Environmental Report being 
implemented during project delivery. 

Any projects progressed at the sites identified in the N-RIP will be subject to screening under the 
relevant environmental impact assessment (EIA) regulations and, where a likely significant 
environmental impact is anticipated, an EIA will be undertaken. 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it plans to adopt 
the draft electricity generation policy statement. 

 

 (S4W-1371) 

Fergus Ewing: The draft Electricity Generation Policy Statement was published as a draft last 
November (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/17094217/0). It sets out the Scottish 
Government's position on the role of renewable electricity and fossil fuel thermal generation (coal, gas, 
oil) in Scotland's future energy mix. That draft statement is subject to a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment, and is now currently open to consultation. 

On 30 June, we published The Routemap for Renewable Energy in Scotland 2011 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/917/0118728.pdf) which reflects the challenge of our new 
target to meet an equivalent of 100% demand for electricity from renewable energy by 2020, as well 
as our target of 11% renewable heat. The Draft Electricity Generation Policy Statement will be 
updated in the context of the Routemap and the 100% renewables target. That work is underway and 
the update will be published later this year. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will use forthcoming borrowing powers to issue bonds to finance public capital projects. 

 

 (S4W-1474) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has made proposals on a robust, sustainable framework for 
borrowing. The Government’s proposals are available here: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/919/0118589.pdf  

The Scottish Government proposes that appropriate value for money tests must be conducted at 
specific times and for specific funding requirements, when considering the available options to finance 
borrowing. Bonds would be one of a number of options available. 

The Scottish Government notes that on 3 July 2011 the Greater London Authority announced that it 
had finalised a £600 million bond issue which will provide financing for Crossrail. 

Justice 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans 
to amend section 28 of the Family Law (Scotland) Act 2006?and, if so, when. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/11/17094217/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/917/0118728.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/919/0118589.pdf


 

 (S4W-1338) 

Roseanna Cunningham: We have no current plans to amend section 28 of the Family Law 
(Scotland) Act 2006. The Scottish Law Commission, in its report on Succession 
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/download_file/view/390/, has recommended changes to section 29 of 
the 2006 Act. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
provides guidance on the hierarchy of tests in section 28 of the Family Law (Scotland) Act 2006. 

 

 (S4W-1339) 

Roseanna Cunningham: No. The Government does not provide guidance to the courts on these 
matters. However, information on section 28 is available in the explanatory notes to the Act at 
www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/2/notes/contents and in our publication Family Matters: Living 
Together in Scotland which is available at www.scotland.gov.uk/familylaw. 

 

Humza Yousaf (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
young offenders are detained at HMYOI Polmont; how many are ordinarily resident in Glasgow, and 
whether it will provide a breakdown by (a) age and (b) ethnic identity. 

 

 (S4W-1390) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked John Ewing, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

The total population of HMYOI Polmont is 720. 208 young offenders have provided an address that 
indicates they ordinarily reside in Glasgow. 

The following table shows HMYOI Polmont population broken down by age.” 

Age No of Prisoners 

16 32 

17 83 

18 151 

19 204 

20 236 

21 14 

 

The following table shows HMYOI Polmont population broken down by Ethnic Origin. 

Ethnic 
Origin 

No of Prisoners 

Asian 
Other 

3 

Black-
African 

1 

Black-
Other 

1 

Chinese 1 

Middle 
Eastern-
Other 

1 

Mixed 1 

http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/download_file/view/390/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/2/notes/contents
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/familylaw


Ethnic 
Origin 

No of Prisoners 

White and 
Asian 

Mixed 
White and 
Black 
Caribbean 

2 

Pakistani 4 

White 
English 

5 

White Irish 1 

White 
Other 

6 

White 
Scottish 

692 

White 
Southern 
Irish 

2 

 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many hectares of 
native trees were planted in the 2010-11 planting season, broken down by (a) public land, (b) private 
land and (c) Forestry Commission conservancy area. 

 

 (S4W-1325) 

Stewart Stevenson: The areas of new native woodland planted on private land in 2010-11, broken 
down by Forestry Commission Scotland Conservancy area, are shown in the following table. 

In addition, there was 401 hectares of new planting of native species on the national forest estate in 
2010-11, but this is not recorded by Conservancy area. 

Areas in hectares (ha) of grant aided new planting of native woodlands in Scotland  

Conservancy Year 2010-11 

Highlands and Islands 1,514 

Grampian 214 

Central 113 

Perth and Argyll 523 

South Scotland 535 

Total 2,899 

 

 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many hectares of 
woodland were lost due to (a) restoration of open ground habitats, (b) clearance for wind farms, (c) 
loss to development and (d) loss of hedgerow trees in 2010. 

 

 (S4W-1330) 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many hectares of 
native woodland were lost due to (a) restoration of open ground habitats, (b) clearance for wind farms, 
(c) loss to development and (d) loss of hedgerow trees in 2010. 

 

 (S4W-1331) 



Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many hectares of 
ancient woodland were lost in 2010. 

 

 (S4W-1332) 

Stewart Stevenson: A breakdown of these figures in the form requested is not readily available at 
present.  

Forestry Commission Scotland records show that the total amount of private sector woodland 
approved for felling without a replanting condition was 267 hectares in 2009-10 and 119 hectares in 
2010-11. However, certain categories of felling (including felling associated with planning permission 
and very small scale felling) are exempt from felling licence requirements, and no central records are 
held on exempt felling. 

Provisional statistics from the National Forest Inventory, published in May 2011, indicated that 
Scotland has 1.384 million hectares of forest, or 17.8% forest cover, a slight increase on the previous 
estimate. This provisional report also noted an estimated figure for woodland removal due to wind 
farm development and habitat restoration in the period 2000 to 2010 of around 10 - 20 thousand 
hectares. Forestry Commission Scotland is commissioning work in 2011-12 to determine more 
accurately the area of permanent woodland loss due to wind farm development and habitat 
restoration. 

Work is also continuing on the Native Woodland Survey of Scotland, which will provide maps and 
estimates of recent losses of native and ancient woodland related to development and other causes. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
much Scottish Water has spent on capital projects in each local authority area in each year since 
1999. 

 (S4W-1469) 

Stewart Stevenson: This information is not held centrally. I have asked the Chief Executive of 
Scottish Water to reply to you. 

 


