
Thursday 14 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it has 
taken to reduce unemployment in North Ayrshire. 

Holding answer issued: 21 June 2011 (S4W-548) 

Alasdair Allan: Scottish Government is continuing to support North Ayrshire Council to identify 
opportunities to boost employment and solutions to counter adult unemployment. 

Starting in 2010-11, Skills Development Scotland has aligned its pre-employment programmes (Get 
Ready for Work and Training for Work) with local labour markets, including those in North Ayrshire, 
through contract co-decision making with Community Planning Partnerships. This will help to drive up 
job related outcomes from our employability programmes. 

North Ayrshire has also been a recipient of £1.38m European funds to support employability activity 
locally via the Community Planning Partnership (CPP) Priority 5 and a European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) grant of £517,561 towards their Business Growth Programme. 

Scottish Government recently announced that Irvine Bay Urban Regeneration Company (URC) will 
receive £4m of grant funding in 2011-12 from Scottish Government/Scottish Enterprise. 

Scottish Government is currently working with North Ayrshire Community Planning Partners, led by 
North Ayrshire Council, to consider options to address unemployment in the area. Possible options 
include the creation of a Jobs Task Force. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
will deliver 500 modern apprenticeships in the energy and low-carbon industry; what the average 
duration of these apprenticeships will be; what companies will employ the apprentices, and how many 
each will employ. 

 

 (S4W-1098) 

Alasdair Allan: Skills Development Scotland has completed the contracting process for Modern 
Apprenticeships in 2011-12. This includes the 500 targeted at the energy and low carbon industry. 

Recruitment of Modern Apprentices by employers will take place throughout the financial year. As 
such, Skills Development Scotland will be able to provide you with details regarding the full 500 
apprentices in this sector at the end of the financial year. 

SDS publishes quarterly statistics regarding uptake of apprentices on their website. With regard to 
average duration of training, the speed of delivery is at the pace of the individual trainee and varies 
depending on the particular Modern Apprenticeship Framework and level. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many (a) primary and (b) secondary pupils have been (i) sent home and (ii) 
excluded from school because of substance misuse in each year since 1999, broken down by local 
authority. 

 

 (S4W-1131) 

Alasdair Allan: Guidance on exclusions published by the Scottish Government in March 2011 
confirms that pupils must be formally excluded when being sent home from school for reasons relating 
to behaviour or an incident. There are therefore no separate figures for this. 

The available information on the number of primary and secondary pupils excluded from school for 
substance misuse in each year since 1999 is given in the following tables. It is not possible to supply 



any information on pupils excluded for substance misuse prior to 2004-05 as these were not 
separately identified. 

In order to prevent disclosure of information about individuals any figure based on fewer than five 
pupils is shown as * rather than as the actual figure. In addition, due to the small number of pupils 
involved, the number of primary pupils excluded for substance misuse is shown at a national level 
only. 

Number of primary pupils excluded for substance misuse, 2005-06 to 2009-10 

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

11 8 13 17 13 less than 5 

 

Number of secondary pupils excluded for substance misuse, 2005-06 to 2009-10 

  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

Aberdeen City 50 28 22 36 9 27 

Aberdeenshire 24 42 48 39 21 31 

Angus 8 12 23 13 11 11 

Argyll & Bute 21 8 30 18 9 5 

Clackmannanshire 14 * 20 19 * 10 

Dumfries & 
Galloway 37 19 6 27 20 8 

Dundee City 15 29 15 24 15 24 

East Ayrshire 31 17 11 17 32 * 

East 
Dunbartonshire 15 16 24 28 17 6 

East Lothian 6 10 * 13 * 6 

East Renfrewshire 12 7 8 * 8 5 

Edinburgh City 13 21 7 11 13 26 

Eilean Siar * * * 5 * * 

Falkirk 19 16 28 13 11 9 

Fife 52 53 37 62 36 24 

Glasgow City 103 107 60 57 45 19 

Highland 53 40 34 33 54 42 

Inverclyde 5 11 10 20 * 7 

Midlothian 13 15 9 7 8 * 

Moray 23 11 11 15 5 11 

North Ayrshire 20 45 14 19 17 14 

North Lanarkshire 89 71 40 78 71 51 

Orkney Islands 0 0 0 0 0 7 

Perth & Kinross 15 21 23 19 10 14 

Renfrewshire 45 37 8 20 20 16 

Scottish Borders * 19 29 8 30 14 

Shetland Island * 9 * * 0  * 

South Ayrshire 19 15 24 9 10 * 

South Lanarkshire 66 28 24 64 13 33 

Stirling * 5 0 10 * * 

West 
Dunbartonshire 19 20 12 8 8 10 

West Lothian 24 * 18 18 18 8 

Scotland 823 744 600 717 526 453 

 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether Education Scotland will help embed (a) global citizenship education and (b) sustainable 
development in schools and, if so, how. 

 

 (S4W-1170) 



Alasdair Allan: Global citizenship, which includes sustainable development, citizenship and 
international education, is an important theme across learning within Curriculum for Excellence and is 
embedded in the experiences and outcomes. As the agency responsible for leading and supporting 
the implementation of Curriculum for Excellence, Education Scotland will work with local authorities, 
schools and partners to drive forward implementation providing support as global citizenship is further 
embedded in learning and teaching practice. This will include professional development opportunities 
for practitioners; sharing of inspiring practice and innovation through school open days, case studies, 
and online resources; as well as support for professional networks, learning communities and capacity 
building. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what discussions it has 
had with Robert Gordon University about the recognition of campus trade unions. 

 

 (S4W-1268) 

Michael Russell: The issue of trade union recognition did come up during discussions with 
Professor Ferdinand von Prondzynski about his appointment as Chair of the Review of Higher 
Education Governance. However, as is the case with other universities, Robert Gordon University is 
an autonomous institution with responsibility for setting its own arrangements for employee relations. I 
understand Professor Von Prondzynski is meeting with UCU to discuss the matter. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it will 
take to introduce the European Union 1+2 model in schools in this parliamentary session. 

 

 (S4W-1292) 

Alasdair Allan: We will work with local authorities, schools, parents and learners, to develop a new 
languages model that will increase the opportunities for young people to benefit from learning two 
additional languages and to develop the confidence and skills that they need to be successful in an 
increasingly globalised world. As has been intimated, this will be introduced over two parliamentary 
sessions. 

We will use the lessons emerging from the Modern Languages Excellence Group Report and the 
recent SCILT conference to develop our languages plan. In particular in this parliamentary session, we 
will engage with the profession, stakeholders, parents and learners on the short to medium term steps 
required to deliver the new model. 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-00551 by Fergus Ewing on 16 June 2011, 
what projection has been made of how many (a) onshore and (b) offshore wind farms will be built in 
South Ayrshire; what the average number of turbines will be, and where they will be located.  

 

 (S4W-1002) 

Fergus Ewing: Only data on wind farms determined by Scottish Ministers (those greater than 
50MW) is held centrally. Of these, within South Ayrshire, three large-scale developments (Hadyard 
Hill, 52 turbines, Arecleoch, 60 turbines and Mark Hill, 28 turbines) are operational, one is under 
consideration (Killgallioch, 132 turbines) and three proposals have been scoped (Glen App and Loch 
Ree, Chirmorie and Lambdoughty). 

The market and the planning system will drive the locational profile of wind farm deployment so it is 
not possible to project how many onshore and offshore wind farms or turbines will be built in any 
particular area. 

 



Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
meetings it has had with industry to discuss an extension of the renewable heat target and with what 
outcome. 

 

 (S4W-1028) 

Fergus Ewing: Officials are already in discussion with industry on this issue. Consideration of 
advice on extending the heat target will be a key issue for the Scottish Advisory Theme Group on 
Renewables to address when it meets in September. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it 
plans to establish an expert commission on the delivery of district heating. 

 

 (S4W-1029) 

Fergus Ewing: We will set up an Expert Commission on the delivery of district heating in the 
coming months. This has been highlighted as a key action in the recently published 2020 Routemap 
for Renewable Energy in Scotland. Members of the Renewables Task Group on heat, a sub-group of 
the Scottish Energy Advisory Themed Group on Renewables, and the assessment panel for the 
district heating loan fund will be involved in helping shape the membership, structure and remit of the 
Commission. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it 
has asked the Scottish Futures Trust to provide advice on the most appropriate financial mechanisms 
to support the preliminary cost of a move toward district heating and, if so, what financial mechanisms 
it has recommended. 

 

 (S4W-1030) 

Fergus Ewing: In the coming months we will establish an Expert Commission on the Delivery of 
District Heating to advise on the steps we need to take to ensure a major move to district heating. A 
key task of the Commission will be to the most appropriate financial mechanism, including seeking 
advice from the Scottish Futures Trust. In the meantime, we are providing support for district heating 
through a district heating loan fund which opened for applications on 24 June 2011. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
estimated (a) cost and (b) timescale is for a move toward district heating. 

 

 (S4W-1031) 

Fergus Ewing: Various reports highlight the relatively high capital cost of developing heat networks. 
We have, in partnership with UK Government, opted for Scotland to be part of the GB wide 
Renewable Heat Incentive which will provide financial support from Central Government funding, and 
potentially increase the uptake rate of district heating. In addition to that support we recently opened 
the £2.5 million District Heating Loan Fund. The loan fund is a pilot scheme which will allow us to 
assess the level of support necessary and the timescales involved in making a major move towards 
district heating. Over the coming months we will establish the Expert Commission on the delivery of 
district heating who will take forward the findings from the pilot scheme. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how much 
it will save from a move toward district heating. 

 

 (S4W-1032) 



Fergus Ewing: The report Low Carbon Scotland: Meeting the Emissions Reductions Targets 2010-
2022 – The Report on Proposals and Policies, highlights that most of the cost-effective potential in this 
sector comes through energy efficiency measures. However renewable heat and the efficient use of 
“waste heat” will be important in securing additional emissions reductions. 

Poyry identified the UK potential for district heating in a 2009 report The Potential and Costs of 
District Heating Networks. It estimates the potential annual savings achieved for a composite 
benchmark dwelling from a range of technologies. For example, they calculate that a district heating 
network covering 250,000 households may save between 0.25 Mt CO2 and 1.25 Mt CO2 relative to 
conventional heating systems annually, dependent on the fuel used and the carbon intensity of 
centralised electricity production. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many (a) objections and (b) expressions of support had been received by 1 June 2011 regarding 
the application to construct and operate a new coal-fired power station at Hunterston. 

 

 (S4W-1034) 

Fergus Ewing: To date, the Energy Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU) has received 16,706 
public representations objecting to the development and 18 public representations supporting the 
development. The ECDU is also holding a further  
six representations which have not yet been logged. 

In addition to this, the ECDU have received consultation responses from  
49 organisations. These consultation responses are all available on the Scottish Government website. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the answers to question S4W-00530 by Fergus Ewing on 20 June 2011 and 
question S3O-13414 by Jim Mather on 22 March 2011 (Official Report c. 34780), what the reason is 
for the inconsistency in these answers in relation to the number of consultation responses on the 
proposed biomass plant at Leith Docks. 

 

 (S4W-1039) 

Fergus Ewing: These answers are not inconsistent. The increase in the number of consultation 
responses and representations from members of the public is due to the additional consultation period 
on the Leith development which ran from 9 May to 17 June 2011. 

To clarify, question S3O-13414 asked for the number of „submissions‟ received, this was taken to 
mean all submissions received (be they consultation responses or representations from members of 
the public) and the answer given was the total of these received by the ECDU as at 22 March 2011 
(1900). 

Question S4W-00530 asked “how many responses were received to the consultation”, hence this 
answer specified the number of consultation responses (34) and the number of public representations 
received (3184) separately. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Executive, further to the answer to question S4W-00530 by Fergus Ewing on 20 June 2011, for what 
reason all consultation responses from organisations and elected members concerning the proposed 
Leith biomass plant have not been published on the Scottish Government website.  

 

 (S4W-1040) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer to the member to the answer to questions S4W-00530 and S4W-01039 on 20 
June 2011 and 14 July 2011 respectively. All consultation responses received from organisations and 
elected members are available on the Scottish Government website at  



http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Infrastructure/Energy-
Consents/Applications-Database/Biomass/Leith-Index. Since the member‟s previous question, a 
response from The Cockburn Association has been added and responses from elected members 
Malcolm Chisholm, MSP Edinburgh Northern and Leith, Shirley-Anne Sommerville, former MSP 
Lothians Region and Mark Lazarowicz, MP Edinburgh North and Leith, have been logged and added. 

As previously stated, representations from members of the public objecting to the development will 
not be published on the website to protect the personal details of the individuals. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament‟s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what funding sources are available to local authorities incurring additional debt from the construction 
of new council houses. 

 

 (S4W-1049) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Government is making available in 2011-12, £20 million in grant to assist the 
construction of new council houses as part of the £50 million Innovation and Investment Fund. 

However, the main funding source for councils incurring additional Housing Revenue Account debt 
from the construction of new council houses is prudential borrowing. This is repaid over time from 
rental income from the council‟s housing stock. 

Local authorities can also use other sources of funding to finance council house building projects, for 
example Council Tax revenue from second homes and  
long-term empty properties, council reserves and capital receipts from Right to Buy sales and the sale 
of other assets. Councils can also fund capital expenditure directly from the HRA in any year using a 
revenue contribution to capital. 

Scottish Government would also encourage councils to explore innovative sources of funds for new 
council housing. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-00259 by John Swinney on 13 June 2011, how many unpaid work experience 
placements there have been in each of the last three years, broken down by (a) directorate and (b) 
agency. 

 

 (S4W-1070) 

John Swinney: Unpaid placements with the Scottish Government are currently all recorded as 
“Work Experience” on our HR system but this may cover a range of disparate circumstances. As they 
are not employees of the Scottish Government only very limited information is held and therefore it is 
not possible to break this down further. 

The majority of placements of under one week are carried out by pupils in their later years of 
secondary school.  

Other opportunities may be sought by university and college students or new graduates looking to 
gain relevant experience and these will generally be for a month or more; these will include those 
cases where the university or college has requested an unpaid placement as part of a formal course of 
study. Many longer term student placements are paid; these are detailed in the answer to question 
S4W-00259.  

Longer research placements as part of a PhD programme are also included in this category if unpaid 
(by the Scottish Government). This work is largely academic and although unpaid by the Scottish 
Government, the student may be in receipt of a stipend from their University. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Infrastructure/Energy-Consents/Applications-Database/Biomass/Leith-Index
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Infrastructure/Energy-Consents/Applications-Database/Biomass/Leith-Index
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


Participants in certain international civil service programmes may also be recorded under this 
category, such as the Romanian Young Professional Scheme funded by the EU for people entering 
the Romanian Civil Service. These placements are organised through Europe Division and generally 
last for around 4 months.  

The total numbers recorded in the last three financial years are as follows: 

Directorate-General 
 

Placement started in financial year: 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

DG Constitution & Corporate Change na 1 na 

DG Economy 6 14 2 

DG Education 22 5 6 

DG Environment 4 0 na 

DG Finance & Corporate Services 8 5 0 

DG Health 3 8 4 

DG Justice 12 11 2 

DG Rural Affairs, Environment & Services 8 10 5 

DG Finance na na 0 

DG Enterprise & Environment na na 4 

DG Governance & Communities na na 4 

DG Health & Social Care na na 0 

DG Learning & Justice na na 11 

Permanent Secretary 1 6 1 

Scottish Government 5 8 1 

All 69 68 40 

 
    

SG Main Agencies 
 

Placement started in financial year: 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 

Accountant in Bankruptcy 0 0 0 

Disclosure Scotland 0 0 0 

General Register Office (Scotland) 4 0 3 

Her Majesty‟s Inspectorate of Education 2 0 1 

National Archives of Scotland 0 0 0 

Student Awards Agency Scotland 0 0 0 

Scottish Public Pensions Agency 0 1 1 

Social Work Inspection Agency 0 0 0 

Scottish Housing Regulator 0 0 0 

Transport Scotland 0 1 0 

All 6 2 5 

 

The lengths of work experience placements in the last three financial years are summarised by 
Directorate-General and Agency or other body in the following tables: 

Placements starting in financial year 2008-09 

Directorate-General Approximate duration of placement 

 Up to one 
week 

 one 
week to 
1 month 

 1-3 
months 

 3-6 
months 

 More than 
6 months 

All 

DG Economy 1 0 2 2 2 7 

DG Education 3 6 4 6 3 22 

DG Environment 2 1 0 1 0 4 

DG Finance & 
Corporate Services 

3 0 3 1 1 8 



Directorate-General Approximate duration of placement 

 Up to one 
week 

 one 
week to 
1 month 

 1-3 
months 

 3-6 
months 

 More than 
6 months 

All 

DG Health 1 0 1 0 1 3 

DG Justice & 
Communities 

3 1 2 3 3 12 

DG Rural Affairs, 
Environment & Services 

0 0 2 1 5 8 

Permanent Secretary 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Scottish Government 4 0 0 0 0 4 

All SG Core 
Directorates 

17 8 15 14 15 69 

       

Agency / Other Body Approximate duration of placement 

 Up to one 
week 

 one 
week to 1 
month 

 1-3 
months 

 3-6 
months 

 More than 
6 months 

All 

General Register Office 
(Scotland) 

1 0 1 0 2 4 

Her Majesty‟s 
Inspectorate of 
Education 

0 1 1 0 0 2 

All SG Main Agencies 1 1 2 0 2 6 

 

Placements starting in financial year 2009-10 

Directorate-General Approximate duration of placement 

 Up to 
one week 

 one week 
to 1 month 

 1-3 
months 

 3-6 
months 

 More than 
6 months 

All 

DG Constitution & 
Corporate Change 

0 0 1 0 0 1 

DG Economy 10 1 1 1 1 14 

DG Education 1 3 0 1 0 5 

DG Finance & 
Corporate Services 

1 0 3 1 0 5 

DG Health 4 2 2 0 0 8 

DG Justice & 
Communities 

3 3 4 0 1 11 

DG Rural Affairs, 
Environment & 
Services 

3 2 1 1 3 10 

Permanent Secretary 0 2 3 1 0 6 

Scottish Government 7 1 0 0 0 8 

All SG Core 
Directorates 

29 14 15 5 5 68 

       

Agency / Other Body Approximate duration of placement 

Up to 
one week 

one week 
to 1 month 

1-3 
months 

3-6 
months 

More than 
6 months 

All 



Scottish Public 
Pensions Agency 

0 0 1 0 0 1 

Transport Scotland 1 0 0 0 0 1 

All SG Main Agencies 1 0 1 0 0 2 

 

Placements starting in financial year 2010-11 

Directorate-General Approximate duration of placement 

 Up to 
one week 

 one 
week to 
1 month 

 1-3 
months 

 3-6 
months 

 More 
than 6 
months 

Current  
(at end 
May) 

All 

DG Economy 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 

DG Education 3 0 2 0 0 1 6 

DG Governance & 
Communities 

0 0 2 1 1 0 4 

DG Health 0 2 0 0 0 2 4 

DG Justice & 
Communities 

0 0 0 1 0 1 2 

DG Enterprise & 
Environment 

0 0 0 4 0 0 4 

DG Learning & Justice 0 7 2 0 0 2 11 

DG Rural Affairs, 
Environment & 
Services 

1 1 1 0 0 2 5 

Permanent Secretary 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Scottish Government 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

All SG Core 
Directorates 

8 10 7 6 1 8 40 

        

Agency / Other 
Body 

Approximate duration of placement 

Up to one 
week 

one week 
to 1 
month 

1-3 
months 

 3-6 
months 

More 
than 6 
months 

Current  
(at end 
May) 

All 

General Register 
Office (Scotland)   2   1 0 0 3 

Her Majesty‟s 
Inspectorate of 
Education 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Scottish Public 
Pensions Agency 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

All 0 3 0 1 0 1 5 

 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer 
to question S4W-00259 by John Swinney on 13 June 2011, for how long each work experience 
placement student was in place in each of the last three years, broken down by (a) directorate and (b) 
agency. 

 

 (S4W-1071) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-01070 on 14 July 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament‟s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive to what 
extent it makes use of open source software. 

 

 (S4W-1171) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is making use of a number of open source software 
products and will continue to evaluate each product on its merits as new requirements emerge. 
Currently, several technologies are being used to streamline web content publishing, build social 
network analysis systems, and to support data navigation tools. These include Linux, MySQL, Apache, 
Drupal and Firefox. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
flexibility it has to maintain the current level of employee contributions in local government pension 
schemes. 

 

 (S4W-1184) 

John Swinney: Scottish Ministers have devolved responsibility for the design and operation of the 
Local Government Pension Scheme in Scotland, though general occupational pensions policy remains 
a reserved matter. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
assessment it has made of the cost of maintaining local government employee pension contributions 
at the current level. 

 

 (S4W-1185) 

John Swinney: It is estimated that, if fully implemented in line with the original UK Government 
policy announcement, around £140 million of additional income would be available within the Local 
Government Pension Scheme each year from April 2014. That income would be split pro-rata between 
the eleven pension funds which underpin the Local Government Pension Scheme. The following table 
shows the three-year impact if this policy was applied from April 2012, reflecting the UK Government‟s 
intention that it should be introduced in three increments. 

 Annual additional income Cumulative additional income 

April 2012 - April 2013  
(40% of increase) 

£56 million £56 million 

April 2013 - April 2014  
(further 40% of increase) 

£112 million £168 million 

April 2014 - April 2015  
(final 20% of increase) 

£140 million £308 million 

 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many 
people are members of local government pension schemes. 

 

 (S4W-1186) 

John Swinney: In answering this question, the Scottish Government has assumed that it refers to 
the Local Government Pension Scheme. There is only one Local Government Pension Scheme in 
Scotland, though it is underpinned by eleven separate funds. Membership totals, based on the most 
recent figures reported by local authorities to the Scottish Government

1
, are set out in the following 

table. 



Membership at 31-03-10 Active 
members

2
 

Deferred 
members3 

Pensioners Dependants4 

Local Government Pension 
Scheme 

226,554 91,207 131,024 27,487 

 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many homes in each local authority area are served by water supply systems 
containing lead pipes. 

 

 (S4W-1224) 

Stewart Stevenson: The only data held centrally on how many homes are served by water supply 
systems containing lead pipes is taken from the Scottish House Condition Survey. As this information 
is taken from a survey it will have an associated uncertainty around each estimate. 

The estimate for the number of homes which are served by water supply systems with visible lead 
supply pipes for the period 2007-09 is contained in the following table. 

Table 1: Number and percentage of homes which are served by water supply systems visibly 
containing lead pipes 

 Number of homes As a percentage of all homes 

Scotland 38,300 1.6% 

Aberdeen City 1,400 1.4% 

Aberdeenshire 800 0.8% 

Angus 1,300 2.6% 

Argyll and Bute 300 0.8% 

Clackmannanshire 100 0.4% 

Dumfries and Galloway 1,100 1.7% 

Dundee City 1,500 2.3% 

East Ayrshire - - 

East Dunbartonshire 200 0.4% 

East Lothian 1,400 3.4% 

East Renfrewshire 900 2.5% 

City of Edinburgh 11,400 5.2% 

Eilean Siar - - 

Falkirk 300 0.5% 

Fife 700 0.5% 

Glasgow City 4,200 1.5% 

Highland 400 0.4% 

Inverclyde 100 0.4% 

Midlothian 800 2.2% 

Moray 700 1.8% 

North Ayrshire 900 1.5% 

North Lanarkshire 1,100 0.7% 

Orkney Islands - - 

Perth and Kinross 1,300 2.1% 

Renfrewshire 900 1.1% 

Scottish Borders 1,900 3.6% 

Shetland Islands - - 

South Ayrshire 1,200 2.4% 

South Lanarkshire 2,000 1.4% 

Stirling 500 1.4% 

West Dunbartonshire 700 1.6% 



West Lothian - - 

Notes: 
“-“ Estimate below 100 or no data available 
These estimates are likely to be an underestimate of the true number of homes with water supply 
systems containing lead piping. 
Source: Scottish House Condition Survey 2007-09 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how the Scotland 
Performs initiative is monitored and what resources it provides to carry out this monitoring. 

 

 (S4W-1252) 

John Swinney: Scotland Performs provides a dynamic means of tracking progress towards the 
Government‟s highest priorities set out in its National Performance Framework. It is updated as and 
when new data becomes available. 

The monitoring of data goes wider than Scotland Performs, which shows the national picture. 
Monitoring is carried out at various levels across the government and wider public sector through 
respective performance management regimes. 

Scotland Performs is an integral part of the Scottish Government‟s analytical service and is 
resourced from within that function. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to review 
the Scotland Performs initiative. 

 

 (S4W-1255) 

John Swinney: Yes. The Scottish Government has adopted an outcomes based approach to 
performance as set out in the National Performance Framework and reported through Scotland 
Performs. We are currently reviewing the existing measurement set in the framework. As a 
consequence, any changes will be incorporated into Scotland Performs. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it (a) uses, (b) 
disseminates and (c) responds to the information collected by the Scotland Performs initiative. 

 

 (S4W-1256) 

John Swinney: Scotland Performs allows the public to judge for themselves how Scotland is 
progressing through its „Performance at a glance‟ page on the website. The direction of travel „arrows‟ 
help influence policy decisions with a view to driving improvement based upon the evidence provided. 

The „Performance at a glance‟ page can be viewed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/performance. 

Scotland Performs disseminates information as soon as close to real time as possible. In addition, a 
calendar of updates is available on the website to inform users on the timing of forthcoming updates, 
the calendar is available to view at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/Calendar. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what analysis takes 
place in monitoring the progress recorded by the Scotland Performs initiative and how this has 
changed since the initiative was launched. 

 

 (S4W-1257) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/performance
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/Calendar


John Swinney: Analysis of progress, based on transparent methodology, has remained the same 
since the launch of Scotland Performs in June 2008. Information on the methodology used for 
assessing and reporting progress on Scotland Performs is available on the website‟s General 
Methodology Notes page at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/indicators/methodology. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress it is 
making on the development of a community empowerment bill. 

 

 (S4W-1259) 

Alex Neil: We are at the early stages of considering the scope of the community empowerment and 
renewal bill, taking into account the contribution contained in the recent report of the Christie 
Commission into the future of public services in Scotland. 

We will develop the Bill through a wide ranging dialogue with communities from across rural and 
urban Scotland and the public, private and voluntary sectors. We will publish initial policy proposals 
relating to the bill later in the year. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive when it will publish its 
proposals for a community empowerment bill. 

 

 (S4W-1260) 

Alex Neil: We will develop the Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill through a wide ranging 
dialogue with communities from across rural and urban Scotland and with the public, private and 
voluntary sectors. We will publish initial policy proposals relating to the Bill later in the year. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive which minister is leading 
the planning for a community empowerment bill. 

 

 (S4W-1261) 

Alex Neil: I will lead on the development of the Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill, 
working closely with Cabinet colleagues. 

Health and Wellbeing 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it is taking to ensure that every patient identified by Scottish Patients at Risk of Readmission or 
Admission (SPARRA) with more than two unplanned admissions receives a (a) personalised health 
and social care programme and (b) structured discharge plan. 

 

 (S4W-951) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Health and social care staff should systematically use risk prediction tools to 
identify people who are frail and at greatest risk of emergency admission to hospital. Current good 
practice is that those at highest risk should have an anticipatory care plan completed which would 
incorporate a personalised plan and a structure for discharge planning. This should be a summary or 
shared record of preferred actions, interventions and responses that care providers should make 
following a clinical deterioration or crisis in an individual‟s care or support. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it plans to maintain its commitment to keep the level of delayed discharges at zero. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/indicators/methodology


 (S4W-952) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Yes, we intend to maintain the commitment to sustain the zero level of patients 
inappropriately delayed in hospital for longer than the agreed 6 weeks discharge planning period while 
also tackling the level and length of delays under 6 weeks. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it will take to reduce the number of patients fit for discharge who, because they remain in 
hospital for less than six weeks, are not classified as delayed discharge cases. 

 

 (S4W-953) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Patients inappropriately delayed in hospital for less than 6 weeks are classified as 
delayed discharges and information on these delays is included in the published quarterly census. The 
total figure has fallen by more than 2,000 in the last 10 years. 

The recent focus, following the setting of the zero target by the then administration in 2006, has 
been on the over 6 weeks delays. This zero target was achieved for the first time ever in April 2008. 

I made it clear in my Parliamentary statement on delayed discharge on 10 February that I thought 
this 6 week discharge period should be reduced and we continue to work with our partners in the NHS 
and local government to achieve this. This is one of the key improvements we are looking for following 
the introduction this year of the £70m Change Fund. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
steps it will take to reduce the median length of stay for patients declared fit for discharge who, 
because they remain in hospital for less than six weeks, are not classified as delayed discharge 
cases. 

 

 (S4W-954) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The median length of delay at the April census was 21 days. This compares with 
31 days in April 2007 and 87 days when the numbers peaked in October 2001. We are working with 
NHS and local authority partnerships to reduce these, not least through the introduction of the £70m 
Change Fund. 

Information on all delays, including the median length of delay, is and has always been, published by 
Information Services Division every quarter. Census information is available at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-
Care/Publications/index.asp#563 

Accumulated bed days lost to delayed discharge is one of the key measures within the reshaping 
care of older people change plan core improvement measures. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it has investigated reports of patients dying in hospital after being declared fit for discharge 
who, because they remained in hospital for less than six weeks, were not classified as delayed 
discharge cases. 

 

 (S4W-955) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This is a matter for individual NHS boards. 

I wrote to the Chairs of NHS boards on 10 February 2011 asking that Medical Directors review any 
future cases where a patient has been deemed medically fit for discharge and subsequently dies 
before that discharge can take place. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Publications/index.asp#563
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Publications/index.asp#563


Information on patients delayed for any duration is collected and published by Information Services 
Division every quarter. The census can be found at: http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-
and-Social-Community-Care/Publications/index.asp#563 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether it will lower from six weeks the maximum time limit for patients not to be regarded as delayed 
discharge cases after being declared fit for discharge. 

 (S4W-956) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Patients are recorded as delayed discharges from the moment they are clinically 
ready for discharge. Six weeks is the agreed maximum period for that discharge to then take place. 
We are in discussion with NHS and local authority partnerships about making sure that this maximum 
period is only used for exceptional cases and that in all other cases discharge should take place as 
soon as it is safe and appropriate, preferably in days not weeks and ideally to the setting from where 
they were admitted. 

I have asked an expert group to report to me on how we can make this happen, to produce a better 
outcome for the individuals concerned. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) measures the rates of 
unplanned admissions in its criteria for good care in care homes. 

 

 (S4W-957) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) assess the quality 
of care in care homes against the National Care Standards. Any other criteria it may use is an 
operational matter for SCSWIS. 

For information you can contact the Interim Chief Executive of SCSWIS at: 
Mrs Jacquie Roberts OBE 
Social Care and Social Work Improvement Scotland 
Compass House 
11 Riverside Drive 
DUNDEE 
DD1 4NY 
T: 01382 207100 
E: jacquie.roberts@scswis.com 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive, 
further to the answer to question S3W-38009 by Nicola Sturgeon on 13 December 2010, what 
progress has been made toward establishing a national plan for rare diseases. 

 

 (S4W-958) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The EU Council Recommendation on An Action in the field of Rare Diseases was 
published on 8 June 2009, and contains a number of recommendations for EU member states to take 
forward between now and 2013, including “plans and strategies in the field of rare diseases”. Officials 
from all four UK Health Departments are working together to prepare a national (UK) plan for rare 
diseases. A UK report back to the EU is anticipated by 2013. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
proportion of type 1 diabetes patients would be eligible for insulin pump therapy if a glycaemic control 
target of between 6.5% and 7.5% was set. 

 (S4W-992) 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Publications/index.asp#563
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Publications/index.asp#563


Michael Matheson: This information is not centrally held.  

Guidance on insulin pump therapy is set out within:  

NICE Technology Appraisal TA151 which was endorsed by NHS Quality Improvement Scotland 
(now Healthcare Improvement Scotland) in July 2008; and,  

SIGN Guideline 116 on the management of diabetes, published in March 2010.  

The guidance is clear that glycaemic control is only one of a number criteria for determining patient 
suitability for insulin pump therapy. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
its position is on NHS boards following Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) Guideline 
116, Management of Diabetes, in relation to the use of insulin pump therapy to achieve a glycaemic 
control target of between 6.5% and 7.5%. 

 

 (S4W-993) 

Michael Matheson: The Diabetes Action Plan, published in August 2010, makes it clear that we 
expect NHS Boards to adhere to the guidance on insulin pump therapy set out in NICE Technology 
Appraisal TA15, and SIGN Guideline 116 on the management of diabetes. 

This guidance indicates that glycaemic control is only one of a number criteria for determining 
patient‟s suitability for insulin pump therapy. 

Appendix 2 of the Diabetes Action Plan, published in August 2010, includes details of each NHS 
board‟s planned investment over the next three to five years on pumps and the structured education 
associated with it, presenting a clear picture of proposed provision across the whole of Scotland. A 
summary table can be accessed at: www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/17095311. 

NHS boards will find it helpful to assess their investment plans against clinical and resource impact 
report produced by SIGN to accompany Guideline 116. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
criteria NHS boards apply for patients with type 1 diabetes seeking insulin pump therapy. 

 

 (S4W-994) 

Michael Matheson: The Diabetes Action Plan, published in August 2010, makes it clear that we 
expect NHS boards to ensure that provision of insulin pump therapy reflects guidance as set out within 
NICE Technology Appraisal 151 and SIGN Guideline 116 on the management of diabetes. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many patients in each NHS board area with type 1 diabetes began insulin pump therapy in (a) 2007, 
(b) 2008, (c) 2009 and (d) 2010 and have begun in 2011. 

 

 (S4W-995) 

Michael Matheson: Information on the percentage of people with type 1 diabetes on insulin pump 
therapy, in each NHS board, between 2007 and 2009 was provided in the answer to question S3W-
21510 on 10 March 2009. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx  

Data on insulin pump provision in each NHS board is included in both the 2009 and 2010 Diabetes 
Surveys. These can be accessed at:  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/17095311
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications.aspx?catId=3  

This information is set out within the following table:  

INSULIN PUMP PROVISION IN SCOTLAND 2009 – 2010 BROKEN DOWN BY NHS BOARD 

NHS 
BOARD 

TYPE 1 
POPULATI
ON 2009 

NUMBER 
OF 
PUMPS 
2009 

PERCENT
AGE 
2009 

TYPE 1 
POPULATI
ON 2010 

NUMBER 
OF 
PUMPS 
2010 

PERCENTA
GE 2010 

Ayrshire & 
Arran 

2,234 9 0.40% 2,238 18 0.80% 

Borders 596 23 3.90% 601 29 4.80% 

Dumfries 
& 
Galloway 

871 12 1.40% 888 20 2.30% 

Fife 1,896 83 4.40% 1,911 113 5.90% 

Forth 
Valley 

1,526 24 1.60% 1,568 40 2.60% 

Grampian 2,976 59 2.00% 3,045 63 2.10% 

Greater 
Glasgow 
& Clyde 

5,923 56 0.90% 6,115 67 1.10% 

Highland 1,688 19 1.10% 1,706 18 1.10% 

Lanarkshir
e 

3,454 38 1.10% 3,480 45 1.30% 

Lothian 4,019 142 3.50% 4,109 173 4.20% 

Orkney 118 3 2.50% 116 3 2.60% 

Shetland 114 2 1.80% 119 2 1.70% 

Tayside 1,771 82 4.60% 1,837 104 5.70% 

Western 
Isles 

181 1 0.60% 177 1 0.60% 

Scotland 27,367 553 2.00% 27,910 696 2.50% 

Data on insulin pump provision in each NHS board for 2011 is not yet centrally held but will be 
included in the Diabetes Survey 2011 when it is published next year. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many patients with type 1 diabetes in each NHS board area received replacement pumps for insulin 
pump therapy in (a) 2007, (b) 2008, (c) 2009 and (d) 2010 and have received them in 2011. 

 

 (S4W-996) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not centrally held. 

We expect that people who require a replacement pump to receive it in good time to ensure that 
their optimal clinical care is maintained. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
whether the National Health Service (General Medical Services Contracts) (Scotland) Regulations 
2004 allow health practices to dispense drugs to patients who reside within 2.5 miles of a local 
pharmacy and, if not, whether it plans to amend these regulations to allow them to do so. 

 

 (S4W-999) 

http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications.aspx?catId=3


Nicola Sturgeon: Paragraph 44 (2) of the NHS (General Medical Services Contracts) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2004 provides that a Health Board may authorise or require a GP practice to dispense to 
its registered patients if, by reason of:- 

(a) distance; 

(b) inadequacy of means of communication; or 

(c) other exceptional circumstances, 

patients will have serious difficulty in obtaining prescribed medicines from a pharmacist. 

The interpretation of the Regulations is a matter for each NHS Board, taking into account the 
circumstances of each case. The Scottish Government has no plans to seek to amend these 
provisions. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many (a) adult and (b) child patients use insulin pumps, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-1000) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not centrally held. 

The available data on insulin pump provision, broken down on a board by board basis, is included in 
the 2010 Diabetes Survey. These can be accessed at:  

http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications.aspx?catId=3  

This information is set out within the following table: 

INSULIN PUMP PROVISION IN SCOTLAND IN 2010 BROKEN DOWN BY NHS BOARD 

NHS BOARD TYPE 1 POPULATION NUMBER OF PUMPS PERCENTAGE 

Ayrshire & Arran 2,238 18 0.80% 

Borders 601 29 4.80% 

Dumfries & Galloway 888 20 2.30% 

Fife 1,911 113 5.90% 

Forth Valley 1,568 40 2.60% 

Grampian 3,045 63 2.10% 

Greater Glasgow & 
Clyde 

6,115 67 1.10% 

Highland 1,706 18 1.10% 

Lanarkshire 3,480 45 1.30% 

Lothian 4,109 173 4.20% 

Orkney 116 3 2.60% 

Shetland 119 2 1.70% 

Tayside 1,837 104 5.70% 

Western Isles 177 1 0.60% 

Scotland 27,910 696 2.50% 

 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many households there have been in each year since 2003 where there is a person (a) requiring care 
and (b) with a long-term illness or disability, broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) age. 

 

 (S4W-1066) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A table showing the number of households in Scotland where there is a person 
(a) requiring care and (b) with a long-term illness, since 2001-02, broken down by local authority area 
has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib number. 53046). 

http://www.diabetesinscotland.org.uk/Publications.aspx?catId=3


 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive what is 
the number and percentage of the population which provides care for another person in each year 
since 2001, broken down by (a) local authority and (b) age. 

 

 (S4W-1067) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Tables showing the number and percentage of unpaid carers there have been in 
Scotland, since 2001-02, broken down by local authority area and age have been placed in the 
Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib number. 53046). 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many households have (a) one, (b) two and (c) three or more carers who provide care in that 
household, expressed as a percentage of all households and broken down by (i) local authority and (ii) 
age in each year since 2001. 

 

 (S4W-1068) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A table showing the number of households in Scotland which have (a) one, (b) 
two and (c) three or more carers providing unpaid care within that household, since 2001-02, broken 
down by local authority area has been placed in the Scottish Parliament‟s Reference Centre (Bib 
number. 53046). 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive what the average waiting time has been to receive a hearing aid over the last 12 
months, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-1119) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Audiology Services have being included in the Scottish Government‟s challenging 
target that no patient should wait more than 18 weeks from a GP referral to start of treatment. This 
target is due for delivery by the end of 2011. 

Information on Audiology services is collected on a aggregated form. Consequently, it is not possible 
to provide the information requested. However, information on the median wait from assessment to 
fitting of a hearing aid in each quarter from April 2010 to 31 March 2011, by NHS board is provided in 
the following table. 

Nationally collected waiting times information for Audiology services is relatively new data and is 
currently still under development. As information collection system are fairly new there are data quality 
issues around this information and figures should be treated with caution. ISD are working with NHS 
Boards to improve data quality. 

MEDIAN WAITING TIME FROM ASSESSMENT TO FITTING OF HEARING AID IN EACH 
QUARTER OF 2010-11 

NHS Board April-June 
(Weeks) 

July - Sept 
(Weeks) 

Oct – Dec 
(Weeks) 

Dec – Mar 
(Weeks) 

Ayrshire & Arran
 

x x x x 

Borders
f 

6 5 5 5 

Dumfries & Galloway 12 6 6 0
1 

Fife
f 

0
1 

7 9 8 

Forth Valley x 1 0
1 

0
1 

Grampian 8 9 9 8 

Greater Glasgow & 
Clyde

a 
5 5 5 5 

Highland
b 

6 6 5 7 



Lanarkshire
c 

2 4 4 3 

Lothian
 

x x 17 16 

Orkney 3 3 3 3 

Shetland 4 7 8 7 

Tayside
d f 

6 5 4 6 

Western Isles
e 

x 0
e 

0
e 

0
e 

Source: ISD Scotland 
x

 
Data not available 

1
 Median waits of less than a week. 

a
Clyde data not available for July to December 2010. 

b
Data cleansing ongoing, please treat with caution 

c
Data cleansing is ongoing, please treat with caution. Adult figures not available for the months April 

and May 2010. 
d
Paediatric figures not available for the month of April 2011.

 

e
Provides Audiology services for adults only – no patients had hearing aid fitted during July 2010 – 

2011.   
f
Since 1 January some Boards have submitted waiting times for one-stop clinics separately from the 
normal audiology stage of treatment waiting time returns. Other NHS Boards report one stop patients 
in the „first assessment‟ or assessment to treatment stages. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many NHS appointments have been missed in each year since 1999 and at 
what cost. 

 

 (S4W-1121) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Information on the number of patients who did not attend (DNA) a first outpatient 
appointment at a consultant-led clinic in the calendar years 1999 to 2010 is provided in the following 
table. 

The latest available information for 2009-10 shows that the average cost of an attendance at a 
consultant outpatient clinic was £124. 

Prior to the introduction of the New Ways of Defining and Measuring Waiting Times, DNA 
information was only available for first outpatient appointments from Scottish Morbidity Outpatient 
Records. DNA information is now being published from the New Ways dataset for both first outpatient 
appointments and for inpatient and day case treatment. 

Latest published information from New Ways shows that for the quarter ending  
March 2011, there were 33,525 missed first outpatient appointments at a  
consultant-led clinic, a DNA rate of 9.5%. For the same period, there were 2,532 missed appointments 
for inpatient and day case treatment, a DNA rate of 2.5%. 

Year Number of New Outpatient 
Appointments 

Number of DNA‟s DNA 
% 

1999 1,433,313 162,363 11.3 

2000 1,420,348 157,792 11.1 

2001 1,410,884 167,103 11.8 

2002 1,428,035 172,203 12.1 

2003 1,417,970 168,789 11.9 

2004 1,418,443 159,036 11.2 

2005 1,440,618 152,155 10.6 

2006 1,399,173 141,879 10.1 

2007 1,479,332 152,608 10.3 

2008 1,560,189 161,357 10.3 

2009 1,615,305 171,373 10.6 

2010
p 

1,566,178 167,958 10.7 

Source ISD Scotland, SMR00 (Outpatient attendance) 
p
Data for 2010 are provisional 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has 
been made with the appointment of three full-time neuromuscular care advisers, following the written 
ministerial statement on services for neuromuscular conditions of 17 March 2011. 

 

 (S4W-1144) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Muscle Network has now produced a job description for these posts. 
We will ask the Regional Planning Groups to consider how they might be funded by the NHS on a 
sustainable basis. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has 
been made with the appointment of two social work advisers, following the written ministerial 
statement on services for neuromuscular conditions of 17 March 2011. 

 

 (S4W-1145) 

Nicola Sturgeon: At our request, the Scottish Muscle Network is developing a job description for 
these posts so that we can better understand how their establishment might be taken forward. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it has 
taken to develop access to specialist respiratory care for people with neuromuscular conditions. 

 (S4W-1146) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Muscle Network is setting up a specialist respiratory sub-group to 
promote access to specialist respiratory services for people living with neuromuscular conditions who 
require it. This group will liaise with other existing local and national respiratory groups on issues 
relating to neuromuscular disorders, including the regional complex respiratory Managed Clinical 
Networks that are being developed, to maintain a co-ordinated approach. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress there 
has been to ensure that people with neuromuscular conditions have access to specialist 
physiotherapy and that specialist expertise is reaching community physiotherapists. 

 

 (S4W-1147) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Ministerial statement published on 17 March 2011, acknowledges the 
importance of the role of specialist physiotherapists, and outlines the action that the Scottish 
Government has taken to ensure that people living with neuromuscular conditions have access to 
specialist physiotherapy. 

The Scottish Muscle Network is also planning to improve the education of  
non-specialists, including community physiotherapists and is also undertaking work to identify all 
professionals across Scotland working with people with neuromuscular disorders, to ensure they are 
able to draw on appropriate peer and expert support. 

It is however for individual NHS boards to determine the number of dedicated physiotherapists they 
require to meet the full range of needs of their resident population, including people living with 
neuromuscular disease. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how many women 
aged 20 to 25 have been diagnosed with cervical cancer in each year since 2007. 

 

 (S4W-1150) 



Nicola Sturgeon: Data on the number of new cases of cervical cancer, diagnosed in each year 
since 2007, are shown in the following table. 

The latest year for which cancer registration data are complete is 2008. 

Cancer of the Cervix
1
 

Scotland: trends in incidence 2007-2008 

Numbers of registrations by age and year of diagnosis 

 

 Year of Diagnosis 

Age group 2007 2008 

20-25 12 3 

 
1
Cervix uteri ICD-10 C53 

IR2011-01523 

Source: Scottish Cancer Registry, ISD 

Data extracted: June 2011 

 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what changes have 
been made to reform the NHS pension scheme. 

 

 (S4W-1157) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The last major reform of the NHS Superannuation Scheme (Scotland), which took 
effect on 1 April 2008, had the following key features: 

an increase in the Normal Pension Age (the age a scheme member is normally able to draw their 
accrued pension benefits without penalties) from 60 to 65 for new members from April 2008; 

introduction of tiered employee contribution rates, which become progressively higher the more 
scheme members earn; 

introduction of „cap and share‟ arrangements as a means of dealing with any future cost increases; 

introduction of two-tier ill-health provisions. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the Barnett 
Formula implications are of reforming the NHS pension scheme in light of the position adopted by HM 
Treasury. 

 

 (S4W-1159) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is not yet clear what the Barnett Formula implications may be of the range of 
potential reforms the UK Government is considering introducing in its response to Lord Hutton‟s 
recommendations, which can be found at the following web address – http://cdn.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/hutton_final_100311.pdf. The Scottish Government understands that the UK 
Government is currently engaged in high-level negotiations with Trade Unions and does not intend to 
announce the detail of potential longer-term reforms until autumn 2011. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many gastric (a) band and (b) bypass operations were performed in each of the last 
three years, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-1163) 

http://cdn.hm-treasury.gov.uk/hutton_final_100311.pdf
http://cdn.hm-treasury.gov.uk/hutton_final_100311.pdf


Nicola Sturgeon: The following tables show information on the number of gastric band and gastric 
bypass operations undertaken in NHS hospitals, where a main diagnosis of obesity has been 
recorded, by NHS board of residence in the last three financial years. 

Table 1: The number of gastric band operations undertaken, where a main diagnosis of obesity has 
been recorded, by NHS Board of residence; 2007-08 – 2009-10. 

NHS Board of Residence 
Financial Year 

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

NHS Ayrshire & Arran 3 29 30 

NHS Borders 3 0 0 

NHS Dumfries & Galloway 1 0 0 

NHS Fife 0 3 3 

NHS Forth Valley 6 2 0 

NHS Grampian 16 11 1 

NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde 32 33 29 

NHS Highland 3 7 4 

NHS Lanarkshire 28 15 16 

NHS Lothian 17 14 11 

NHS Orkney 0 0 0 

NHS Shetland 1 0 0 

NHS Tayside 1 1 0 

NHS Western Isles 0 0 0 

Source: ISD Scotland, SMR01. 

 

Table 2: The number of gastric bypass operations, where a main diagnosis of obesity has been 
recorded, by NHS Board of residence; 2007-08 – 2009-10. 

NHS Board of Residence 
Financial Year 

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 

NHS Ayrshire & Arran 0 2 3 

NHS Borders 1 3 1 

NHS Dumfries & Galloway 1 0 0 

NHS Fife 3 2 0 

NHS Forth Valley 0 2 1 

NHS Grampian 4 13 10 

NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde 3 5 5 

NHS Highland 1 4 3 

NHS Lanarkshire 2 1 4 

NHS Lothian 2 7 24 

NHS Orkney 0 0 1 

NHS Shetland 0 1 1 

NHS Tayside 0 0 0 

NHS Western Isles 0 0 0 

Source: ISD Scotland, SMR01. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether bariatric surgery is available to patients in all NHS board areas. 

 

 (S4W-1164) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Bariatric surgery is a treatment option for all NHS board areas. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it 
takes (a) social deprivation and (b) unemployment into account when allocating funding to NHS 
boards.  



 

 (S4W-1212) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The general revenue allocations to the NHS territorial boards are informed by the 
use of the NHSScotland Resource Allocation Committee (NRAC) funding formula. The formula has 
four stages, assessing need for funding on the basis of a board‟s: 

Population 

Age and sex profile 

Morbidity and life circumstances, such as social deprivation; and 

Geography and its potential to unavoidably affect cost of providing healthcare services. 

A number of indicators are used to adjust for morbidity and life circumstances. These are measured 
at the local level, to provide an assessment of high and low areas of need within the NHS Boards 
when calculating the overall need, rather than simply using an average for an NHS Board. Indicators 
used include: 

Standardised mortality rate – the degree to which deaths are higher than expected in the under 75 
population; 

The rate of limiting long term illnesses in the population; 

The proportion of the population aged 16 and over claiming severe disablement allowance; 

The proportion of the population living in one-person households; and 

The proportion of the population living in socially rented housing. 

These indicators were selected as the best performing indicators in explaining need for healthcare. 
Unemployment was not selected as an indicator, although it was considered. Full details of the 
process of selecting the final indicators is reported on the NRAC website at: 
http://www.nrac.scot.nhs.uk/. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what the 
average life expectancy is for (a) men and (b) women in the west of Scotland, broken down by 
Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation data zone. 

 

 (S4W-1214) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Life expectancy at birth in the West Scotland Scottish Parliamentary Region is 

74.8 years for men 

80.0 years for women 

In the Region‟s 15 per cent most deprived data zones, life expectancy at birth is  

67.5 years for men 

75.5 years for women 

In the Region‟s 85 per cent least deprived data zones, life expectancy at birth is 

76.1 years for men 

80.8 years for women 

Source: National Records of Scotland. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
plans it has to review NHS Ayrshire and Arran's eligibility for island adjustment funding, as stipulated 
by the NHSScotland Resource Allocation Committee formula. 

 

http://www.nrac.scot.nhs.uk/


 (S4W-1218) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The NHSScotland Resource Allocation Committee (NRAC) formula recommends 
different need for funding based on the geographic composition of the territorial NHS Boards. 
Currently, NHS Ayrshire & Arran‟s NRAC target funding allocation is influenced by the fact that Arran 
is classed as an „Island - very remote rural area‟. 

The Remote and Rural Subgroup of the Technical Advisory Group on Resource Allocation (TAGRA) 
is currently reviewing the treatment of islands entitled to Distant Islands Allowance. Although Arran 
does not fall into this category, as the formula makes relative assessments to inform the allocation of a 
fixed budget, it is possible that NHS Ayrshire & Arran could be affected by this change. 

The Remote and Rural Subgroup will conclude its work plan and report to TAGRA by the end of 
2011-12. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many frontline staff have left NHS Ayrshire and Arran through (a) redundancy, (b) ending of temporary 
contracts and (c) retirement. 

 

 (S4W-1219) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scotland‟s Information Services Division collects data on overall staff numbers 
joining and leaving the service.  This can be found at the following web address -  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2011-06-28/Turnover%20-
%20June%202011.xls. Any information on specific reasons for leaving the health service, however, 
would need to be sought direct from the NHS Board concerned. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how 
many frontline staff have left NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde through (a) redundancy, (b) ending of 
temporary contracts and (c) retirement. 

 

 (S4W-1220) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scotland‟s Information Services Division collects data on overall staff numbers 
joining and leaving the service. This can be found at the following web address -  

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2011-06-28/Turnover%20-
%20June%202011.xls. Any information on specific reasons for leaving the health service, however, 
would need to be sought direct from the NHS Board concerned. 

Justice 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many (a) people have been prescribed methadone and (b) prescriptions for methadone 
have been issued in each of the last eight years, broken down by NHS board. 

 

 (S4W-988) 

Roseanna Cunningham: (a) There is currently no national routinely collected information on the 
numbers of people receiving methadone prescriptions in Scotland. This data has never been 
available. The Scottish Government is currently collecting information from pharmacists to give a more 
up-to-date snapshot of the number of people receiving a methadone prescription in each Health Board 
area during April 2011. 

The development of a follow-up reporting system for the Scottish Drug Misuse Database (SDMD), 
which is currently being rolled-out across specialist drug treatment services in Scotland, will allow 
patients to be tracked through the treatment system and will give us more information on the numbers 
of people engaging with treatment provision at any given time, what interventions have been delivered 
and treatment outcomes. This will include information on the numbers of people receiving specialist 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2011-06-28/Turnover%20-%20June%202011.xls
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2011-06-28/Turnover%20-%20June%202011.xls
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2011-06-28/Turnover%20-%20June%202011.xls
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2011-06-28/Turnover%20-%20June%202011.xls


prescribing interventions related to the treatment of their drug use. Data will be collected from 
individuals at a three month follow-up session and subsequently annually thereafter. NHS Information 
Services Division Scotland anticipates that follow-up data for 2011-12 (the first full years worth of data) 
will be reported from December 2012, but plans to release interim reports in 2011. 

The Drug Treatment Waiting Times Information Framework (NHS Information Services Division 
Scotland) collects data on the range of drug treatments and support which are offered to individuals 
accessing specialist drug treatment services in Scotland. For the last quarter (Jan – Mar 2011), the 
following offers of appointments for treatment were made: 

Structured preparatory and motivational interventions – 1,936 

Community based support and/or rehabilitation – 1,795 

Prescribed drug treatment – 1,055 

Residential Detoxification and rehabilitation –  108 

The total number of items dispensed in Scotland for  methadone mixture and solution (1mg/ml) for 
each of the last eight years (2003-04 to 2010-11) is shown in the following table. 

Total number of items dispensed for methadone mixture
1, 

Items dispensed in Scotland by NHS 
Health Board - Financial year: 2003-04 to 2010-11 

Dispensing NHS 
Health Board 

2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-
10 

2010-11 

Ayrshire & Arran 45,684 47,210 56,597 65,817 57,114 46,439 47,068 55,901 

Borders 1,146 1,121 1,308 1,791 1,970 2,333 2,348 2,809 

Dumfries & 
Galloway 

11,396 12,241 12,250 12,841 14,026 14,545 15,530 15,733 

Fife 13,855 13,664 13,588 14,962 18,715 20,287 20,634 20,569 

Forth Valley 6,772 8,720 9,159 10,515 11,410 11,476 12,102 13,308 

Grampian 29,811 34,687 38,076 41,243 45,315 49,731 54,641 59,579 

Greater Glasgow & 
Clyde 

167,132 171,911 190,749 203,525 209,215 212,886 215,464 213,327 

Highland 6,203 7,802 9,137 9,534 11,410 14,047 16,125 16,623 

Lanarkshire 38,500 40,445 50,684 50,096 41,844 39,150 37,942 39,899 

Lothian 41,253 50,207 56,868 62,399 64,320 62,760 65,150 68,764 

Tayside 22,688 19,429 16,962 14,791 15,808 18,351 21,219 25,760 

Orkney, Shetland, 
& Western Isles 

910 773 857 990 821 722 727 1,461 

Scotland 385,350 408,210 456,235 488,504 491,968 492,727 508,950 533,733 

Notes:  
1. Data relate to methadone mixture and solution (1mg/ml) which are recognised as being the 
standard products for methadone programmes. 
2. An item is an individual product prescribed. A prescription normally contains up to three items. 
3. Data refer to methadone dispensings held centrally and exclude the supply of medicines to patients 
treated in hospitals and clinics. 
4. Methadone is also used as a strong analgesic and a cough suppressant. These data are not 
included in this analysis. 
5. Data exclude items dispensed in England. 
Source: NSS NHS Information Services Division Scotland (IR2011-01468). 

It should be noted that individuals may have more than one prescription and therefore the number of 
dispensed items does not equate to the number of individuals in receipt of methadone treatment. 

The increased number of dispensed items may be due to the increased numbers of individuals 
coming into treatment of which methadone may be a component of a package of care, treatment and 



recovery. The increase may also be due to increased pharmacy supervision in line with good practice 
and the Drug Misuse and dependence UK guidelines on clinical management. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how it monitors the effectiveness of the use of methadone by the NHS in helping addicts 
become drug-free. 

 

 (S4W-989) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-00990 on 14 July 
2011. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament‟s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at : 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

The Scottish Government endorsed the UK Guidelines on Clinical Management: Drug misuse and 
dependence published in 2007 in our national strategy the Road to Recovery. 

The Scottish Government carried out a review exercise last year to ascertain how the guidelines 
were being implemented at a local level. This was presented to the Drugs Strategy Delivery 
Commission. From this review exercise the Scottish Government were assured that each health board 
uses these guidelines as the basis for the local clinical guidelines. 

On an individual basis clinical staff will monitor the effectiveness of treatment through ongoing 
review and assessment with their clients. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many addicts have been helped by methadone treatment to become drug-free in each 
of the last eight years. 

 

 (S4W-990) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Information on the number of individuals in Scotland, who have been 
helped by methadone treatment is currently not centrally available.  

The development of a follow-up reporting system for the Scottish Drug Misuse Database (SDMD), 
which is currently being rolled-out across specialist drug treatment services in Scotland, will allow 
patients to be tracked through the treatment system and will give us more information on the numbers 
of people engaging with treatment provision at any given time, what interventions have been delivered 
and what treatment outcomes have been achieved. This will include information on the numbers of 
people receiving specialist prescribing interventions related to the treatment of their drug use. Data will 
be collected from individuals at a three month follow-up session and subsequently annually thereafter. 
NHS Information Services Division Scotland anticipates that follow-up data for 2011-12 (the first full 
year‟s worth of data) will be reported from December 2012, but plans to release interim reports in 
2011. 

The Drug Treatment Waiting Times Information Framework (NHS Information Services Division 
Scotland) collects data on the range of drug treatments and support which are offered to individuals 
accessing specialist drug treatment services in Scotland. For the last quarter (January – March 2011), 
the following offers of appointments for treatment were made: 

Structured preparatory and motivational interventions – 1,936 

Community based support and/or rehabilitation – 1,795 

Prescribed drug treatment – 1,055 

Residential Detoxification and rehabilitation – 108 

These figures indicate that services are offering a wide-range of drug treatment interventions and 
support, and that prescribed drug treatment (including methadone) is not the most commonly offered 
service. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what plans it has to review the use of methadone by the NHS. 

 

 (S4W-991) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Decisions on the type of treatment to prescribe are for individual 
clinicians, in discussion with their clients and in line with national and local guidelines. 

Any review of methadone would be part of the continual review of the Scottish Government‟s 
national strategy the Road to Recovery. This long term strategy, its impact and success requires 
review from both within and out with Government. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-00789 on 24 June 2011. All answers to written 
Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament‟s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

In order to do this effectively and sustainably the Scottish Government established the Drugs 
Strategy Delivery Commission (DSDC) in 2009 to give expert advice on the impact and progress of 
the strategy. 

In addition to the work of the DSDC, we recognise that the Strategy is a product of political 
consensus and so it was right that the Scottish Government requested and led a parliamentary debate 
in September 2010, to hear the challenge and consensus of all political parties. Additionally briefing in 
parliament from the, then, Minister for Community Safety, Fergus Ewing MSP, was offered to all 
MSPs, as well as individual briefings for all party leaders, in March 2011. 

The Scottish Government also has a national indicator to decrease the number of estimated problem 
drug users in Scotland by 2011, and 2009-10 prevalence estimates which will be reported in 
December this year. 

In 2009 we committed to a HEAT target that states that by March 2013, 90 per cent of clients will 
wait no longer than 3 weeks from referral received to appropriate drug or alcohol treatment that 
supports their recovery. We are well on our way to achieving this target. In June 2011 we reported that 
approximately 94% of clients offered an appointment for assessment were offered a date which fell 
within the reporting period and was within 4 weeks of referral. And that approximately 96% of those 
offered an appointment for treatment were offered a date within 4 weeks of the date a care plan was 
agreed. 

The Scottish Government has invested significant resources to enhance the Scottish Drugs Misuse 
Database (SDMD) to include the collection of follow-up and outcomes based information from clients 
as they progress through their treatment pathway. 

The analysis and reporting of this information (expected by December 2012) will provide us with 
some key answers to the numbers of people in drug treatment in Scotland (by treatment type); and 
provide an opportunity for additional analysis which will inform our understandings of people‟s 
journeys through drug treatment (for particular cohort groups), the effectiveness of different types of 
treatment (including length of time) and the outcomes that individuals are achieving (e.g. around 
accommodation, family, employment/training, drug use and offending). 

So far from the SDMD we note that since 2007 more and more people are coming in to treatment 
(35,430 recorded entries into treatment, 2007-08 – 2009-10). 

The Scottish Government remains committed to providing Parliament with regular updates on the 
implementation and impact of Road to Recovery for the review and challenge of MSPs.  We want to 
continue to work with parties across the Parliament to build on and reinforce the consensus this 
important approach. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans to amend 
the Civil Legal Aid (Scotland) Regulations 2002 in order to provide legal aid in relation to 
environmental issues. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


 

 (S4W-1009) 

Kenny MacAskill: Civil legal aid is already available in relation to environmental issues, provided 
that the statutory eligibility criteria are met: applicants must qualify financially, must have a legal basis 
for their case and it must be reasonable in the particular circumstances of the case that legal aid is 
provided. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive for what reason it chose to launch the Offensive Behaviour at 
Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill at the George Hotel in Edinburgh on 17 
June 2011. 

 

 (S4W-1035) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The event held on 17 June 2011 was designed to engage with 
stakeholders and seek their views on the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Bill on the day it was published by the Scottish Parliament. The George 
Hotel, Edinburgh, was chosen as it was the most suitable venue available on the day. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Executive  (a) what the cost was of, (b) who were invited to and (c) who 
attended the event to launch the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications 
(Scotland) Bill.  

 

 (S4W-1036) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The event held on 17 June 2011 was designed to engage with 
stakeholders and seek their views on the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Bill. This was an open event and invitations were circulated widely to 
Scottish Government contacts. 

A broad and diverse range of stakeholders attended the event, including the Clerk of the Scottish 
Parliament's Justice Committee, those representing religious communities, the voluntary sector, 
organisations representing young people, the police, football supporter‟s groups, COSLA, the Local 
Authority Equality Network, the Equality and Human Rights Commission, University Chaplains, the 
Law Society of Scotland and the Scottish Human Rights Commission. The total cost of the event was 
£3951. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many hoax emergency calls there have been in each year since 1999, broken 
down by fire and rescue service area. 

 

 (S4W-1133) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Figures from 1999 for the number of malicious false alarms made to 
Scotland‟s Fire and Rescue Services. 

FRS Central Dumfries 
& 
Galloway 

Fife Grampian Highlands 
& Islands 

Lothian & 
Borders 

Strathclyde Tayside Scotland 

1999-
00 488 154 628 299 278 1,424 4,269 482 8,022 

2000-
01 429 49 558 341 264 1,179 4,612 533 7,965 

2001-
02 431 89 484 325 288 1,296 4,738 502 8,153 

2002- 380 71 420 326 324 1,159 4,262 465 7,407 



FRS Central Dumfries 
& 
Galloway 

Fife Grampian Highlands 
& Islands 

Lothian & 
Borders 

Strathclyde Tayside Scotland 

03
1
 

2003-
04 370 51 434 271 272 1,256 3,852 371 6,877 

2004-
05 330 47 311 235 187 1,117 3,510 313 6,050 

2005-
06 336 37 199 252 199 1,088 3,223 295 5,629 

2006-
07 340 42 157 243 141 868 3,132 332 5,255 

2007-
08 310 28 151 235 82 1,026 2,686 265 4,783 

2008-
09 278 12 134 172 43 849 2,102 305 3,895 

2009-
10

r
 111 19 84 189 65 469 1,790 207 2,934 

2010-
11

p
 102 19 120 131 36 394 1,694 174 2,670 

Notes:  
p – provisional 
r – revised 
1 – does not include incidents that occur during national industrial action in November 2002, January 
2003 and February 2003 
Source: Fire Statistics Scotland – 2008-09, 2009-10. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many retailers were prosecuted for selling alcohol to underage customers in (a) 2009-
10 and (b) 2010-11, broken down by police force area, and what fines were issued in each case. 

 

 (S4W-1167) 

Kenny MacAskill: The available information is given in the following tables. The data held centrally 
cannot be broken down between shop owners and licensed drinking establishments. Information for 
2010-11 will not be available until publication of the Criminal Proceedings in Scotland, 2010-11 
Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in December 2011. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming 

The Government has always called for the full enforcement of the law. Enforcement and prosecution 
remain operational matters for the police and procurator fiscal 

Persons proceeded against for selling alcohol to underage customers
1
, by police force 

Police Force 2009-10 

Central 7 

Dumfries and Galloway 2 

Fife 16 

Grampian 7 

Lothian and Borders 27 

Northern 7 

Strathclyde 73 

Tayside 4 

Scotland 143 
1. Where the main offence is under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976 Sections 67, 68(1) and 68(7)  
and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 Sections 102(1) and 103(1). 

 

Persons fined for selling alcohol to underage customers
1
, by fine amount  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming


Fine amount (£) 2009-10 

40 1 

50 1 

53 1 

60 3 

75 1 

80 1 

100 8 

115 1 

120 1 

130 4 

135 1 

140 6 

150 6 

170 1 

180 1 

200 13 

250 4 

300 7 

320 1 

400 2 

500 5 

Total 69 
1. Where the main offence is under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976 Sections 67, 68(1) and 68(7)  
and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 Sections 102(1) and 103(1). 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Executive how many retailers were prosecuted for selling alcohol to a drunk person in (a) 2009-10 and 
(b) 2010-11, broken down by police force, and what fines were issued in each case. 

 

 (S4W-1168) 

Kenny MacAskill: One person was prosecuted with no fines issued in the Strathclyde police force 
area in 2009-10. Information for 2010-11 will not be available until publication of the Criminal 
Proceedings in Scotland, 2010-11 Statistical Bulletin. This is due to be published in December 2011. 

The dates of all Scottish Government Official and National Statistics publications are pre-
announced, and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming 

The Government has always called for the full enforcement of the law. Enforcement and prosecution 
remain operational matters for the police and procurator fiscal. As an alternative to prosecution, the 
Police can report concerns to Licensing Boards who have been given powers to take tough action 
against those who sell alcohol irresponsibly. Sanctions include suspension and even revocation of a 
licence. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
how many times tear gas has been used by the police in incidents involving children under 16 in each 
of the last five years for which information is available, broken down by police force. 

 

 (S4W-1182) 

Kenny MacAskill: It is assumed that the member is referring to CS incapacitant spray which is 
issued to all police officers in Scotland who have been trained in its use. The information requested is 
not held centrally. Any enquiries should be addressed to Scottish Police Forces. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Search/Forthcoming


 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Executive 
what guidance it has issued to the police regarding the use of tear gas in incidents involving children 
under 16. 

 

 (S4W-1183) 

Kenny MacAskill: It is assumed that the member is referring to CS incapacitant spray, which is 
issued to all police officers in Scotland who have been trained in its use. Scottish Ministers do not 
have a role in issuing guidance. The deployment and use of such sprays, including the issuing of 
guidance, is an operational matter for Chief Constables. Officers must ensure that the use of CS spray 
is fair, proportionate and justifiable. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive how many emergency call-outs there have been for the (a) ambulance, (b) fire and 
(c) police service in each year since 2001. 

 

 (S4W-1188) 

Kenny MacAskill: (a) Data are provided below for the total number of Accident & Emergency 
incidents attended by the Scottish Ambulance Service in each financial year from 2001-02 to 2010-11. 

Year Incidents Attended 

2001-02 504,230 

2002-03 492,190 

2003-04 509,753 

2004-05 509,485 

2005-06 527,571 

2006-07 569,325 

2007-08 584,079 

2008-09 599,030 

2009-10 608,833 

2010-11 618,647 

Source: Scottish Ambulance Service. 

(b) Data are provided below for the total number of fires, false alarms and special service incidents 
that Scotland‟s Fire and Rescue Services attended in each financial year from 2001-02 to 2010-11. 

Year Incidents 

2001-02 121,963 

2002-03
1
 117,573 

2003-04 124,178 

2004-05 107,591 

2005-06 111,333 

2006-07 113,293 

2007-08 111,163 

2008-09
2
 93,805 

2009-10
3
 102,210 

2010-11
4
 98,976 

Sources: Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Fire Services for Scotland annual reports (2001-02 to 
2007-08) and Fire Statistics Scotland (2008-09 and 2009-10)  

1. Does not include incidents that occurred during the national industrial action in November 2002, 
January 2003 and February 2003. 
2. This figure does not have special services included in it as there was a break in the data collection 
in 2008-09. 
3. Revised 
4. Provisional 



 (c) Data are provided below on the number of 999 calls the police service received in each financial 
year from 2001-02 to 2009-10. The 2010-11 data will be published in October 2011 in the 2010-11 
Scottish Policing Performance Framework annual report. 

Year Number of 999 Calls Received
1
 

2001-02 672,062 

2002-03
2
 569,896 

2003-04
3
 556,207 

2004-05 598,630 

2005-06 608,196 

2006-07 723,699 

2007-08 685,327 

2008-09 683,652 

2009-10 636,019 

Sources: Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary for Scotland: Annual Statistical Return (2001-02 
to 2006-07) and Scottish Government: Scottish Policing Performance Framework annual report (2009-
10) 
1. Please note that not all 999 calls received will result in an emergency call-out and there may be 
more than one 999 call received relating to the same incident. It is not possible to disaggregate these 
figures further. 
2. Data for Tayside Police are not available. 
3. Data for Grampian Police are not available. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Executive for what reason there are target response times for the ambulance service but not 
for the (a) police and (b) fire service. 

 

 (S4W-1189) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that the Scottish Ambulance 
Service (SAS) continues to provide safe, efficient and effective services to patients across Scotland. It 
is also important that patients have confidence in the ambulance service's ability to respond to 
emergencies within a clinically appropriate timeframe and that is why response times are an important 
performance measure. However, it should be recognised that response times are not the only 
measure of ambulance performance. They must be balanced within a range of clinical and outcome 
targets that deliver care within the context of the Healthcare Quality Strategy for NHSScotland. 

Target response times for the police are set at the discretion of individual forces.  

Integrated Risk Management Plans provide a locally determined risk assessed methodology for 
deploying fire authority resources, which includes response times. Work is currently underway to 
develop an national Integrated Risk Management Planning process for Scotland and to consider 
issues such as response times. 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive how it plans to allow 

communities to decide on the work that offenders serving community sentences should carry out 

locally. 

(S4W-01301) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government introduced a Scottish Statutory Instrument (SSI 2011/1), 

which came into force on 1 February 2011. That instrument provides a list of prescribed persons 

whom local authorities are legally obliged to consult. Accompanying guidance was also issued to 

support local authorities in taking forward this new responsibility. 
 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what its view is on 
banning people from public parks through the use of antisocial behaviour notices. 

 

 (S4W-1305) 



Roseanna Cunningham: Antisocial Behaviour Notices are provided for in Part 7 of the Antisocial 
Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Act 2004. This provides the power for a local authority to act against a 
private landlord in connection with antisocial behaviour by the tenant of a house let by the landlord, or 
by another occupant or visitor to the house. The antisocial behaviour notice requires the landlord to 
take specified management actions in relation to the tenancy. 

We therefore do not believe that Antisocial Behaviour Notices currently offer an appropriate 
mechanism for tackling antisocial behaviour in public parks. 

Our approach to tackling antisocial behaviour, Promoting Positive Outcomes, was jointly published 
with COSLA in March 2009. This approach was recently debated, and agreed, by this Parliament in 
December 2010. 

Rural Affairs and the Environment 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what legislation it is 
considering to allow the sale of surplus produce from (a) allotments and (b) community gardening 
schemes. 

 

 (S4W-1087) 

Stewart Stevenson: (a) The existing legislation, the Allotment (Scotland) Act 1922, does not 
preclude the sale of surplus produce from an allotment. 

 (b) In community gardens, the sale of small quantities of surplus produce is not prohibited by 
specific legislation on community gardens or allotments. However, any Local Authority bye-laws 
applicable in the area of the allotment and the terms of the lease should be considered and the 
consequences of the sale arrangement in terms of tax, rates, insurance, health and safety, food 
hygiene, traceability of produce, designation of land use, potential security of tenure as an agricultural 
holding and any other legal consequences which may flow from that arrangement should be 
considered. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what steps it is taking to ensure the removal of lead piping from domestic water supply 
systems. 

 

 (S4W-1225) 

Stewart Stevenson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-01227 on 14 July 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament‟s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive whether it is one of its policy objectives to have lead piping removed from domestic water 
supply systems. 

 

 (S4W-1226) 

Stewart Stevenson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-01227 on 14 July 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament‟s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx


Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Executive what guidance it has issued to (a) Scottish Water and (b) local authorities regarding the 
removal of lead piping from domestic water supply systems. 

 

 (S4W-1227) 

Stewart Stevenson: In support of the Government‟s objective for a Healthier Scotland, the Scottish 
Ministers have directed Scottish Water to develop a long term investment programme for the removal 
of lead pipes in the public network. In the meantime, Scottish Water has also been directed to remove 
lead pipes from the public network whenever they are found during routine maintenance work and also 
when requested to do so by individual customers. The Ministerial Directions are available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/waterindustryscot/latest-news/swdirections. 

In terms of the domestic element of the lead pipework which is the responsibility of the property 
owner, the Scottish Government has issued guidance to local authorities on the tolerable standard for 
housing. This is published on-line at www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/25154751/0. Chapter 
8 of the guidance covers wholesome water. The presence of lead pipes does not necessarily mean 
the water is unwholesome but where a house falls below the tolerable standard because of the 
amount of lead in drinking water, local authorities have a duty to ensure that water quality is 
addressed. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/waterindustryscot/latest-news/swdirections
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/25154751/0

