
Wednesday 6 July 2011 

SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

Finance and Sustainable Growth 

 Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
support it will give to Energy Saving Scotland's eco-driving programme; how it will help publicise this, 
and what it does to encourage the public to eco-drive. 

 (S4W-01019) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is providing grant funding to the Energy Saving Trust (EST) 
of £103,000 in 2011-12 to support its eco-driving programme for high mileage drivers. Eco-driving 
advice is available from the EST website at: 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Travel/Drivers/Smarter-driving. 

Practical training can be accessed by contacting the Energy Saving Scotland advice centres. The 
Transport Scotland website contains a link to the EST guidelines for eco-driving. 

Justice 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it plans 
to consult on the proposed changes to the rules of court regarding protective expenses orders and, if 
so, when this consultation will take place. 

 (S4W-00947) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government intends to consult on changes to the rules of court 
regarding protective expenses orders during the course of summer 2011. 

 

 Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Executive , further to the 
Head of Courts and Legal Services Reform's letter to the Public Petitions Committee of 11 February 
2011 regarding petition PE1372, when it plans to bring forward the primary legislation to replace the 
current tests of title and interest with a single and simpler test. 

 (S4W-00949) 

Kenny MacAskill: As stated in the response to PE1372, the Scottish Government agrees with Lord 
Gill’s recommendations in the Scottish Civil Court Review to replace the current tests of title and 
interest with a single and simpler test. 

The Scottish Government intends to take forward Lord Gill’s recommendations as part of a planned 
programme of reform under its Making Justice Work programme. This will include legislation, 
beginning in the early years of the Parliament. 

 

 James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to 
bring forward a law that will permit previous convictions to be used as evidence in court. 

 (S4W-01308) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Law Commission is considering this issue as a part of its project on 
"Similar Fact Evidence and the Moorov Doctrine". The Commission expect to present a final report to 
ministers by the end of 2011, at which point ministers will consider closely any recommendations. This 
is the final part of the reference to the Commission made by ministers in November 2007. Further 
information on that reference can be found at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/21103557  

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Travel/Drivers/Smarter-driving
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/11/21103557


Rural Affairs and the Environment 

 Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
support it is providing to the Central Scotland Green Network to develop the proposed John Muir Trail 
between East Lothian and the Trossachs. 

 (S4W-01018) 

Stewart Stevenson: On behalf of the Scottish Government and the Central Scotland Green 
Network (CSGN) Partnership Board, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is actively taking the lead in 
developing this proposed 90 mile route between John Muir’s birthplace in Dunbar and the gateway to 
Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park at Balloch. 

Key actions to date have included: 

Engaging local authorities and other key partners on the proposals through a consultative workshop 
in February 2011; 

Subsequent detailed discussions with local authorities on route feasibility, and 
Preparing and consulting on a route proposal and maps (consultation ending 8 July 2011). 

Following the consultation, a technical survey will be carried out to provide accurate cost estimates 
and works specifications. The CSGN Partnership Board will consider the consultation responses, 
costings and funding options at its September 2011 meeting. An implementation plan will then be 
drawn up to establish the route by 2014.  

The route is being developed largely through linking together existing promoted paths which will 
pass through some of central Scotland’s finest landscapes and places of interest. The aim is to create 
a route which will be accessible to and enjoyed by many local people and visitors, not just “end to 
enders” but also by day trippers. It is expected that the route will become one of Scotland’s Great 
Trails – I of course launched the network of Scotland’s best long distance routes on 17 June 2011. 

The John Muir Trail will form a key “spine” to a wider network of long distance routes encompassing 
and connecting all 19 local authority areas within the CSGN. SNH is also leading on this parallel work 
and working with partners to develop a network proposal for consultation later in 2011. 


